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ADVERTISEMENT. 



X HE following Sermons, by Prefident Davies, 
have already been honoured with a high degree of 
public approbation. The fale of four impreffions in 
the courfe of a few years, fuperadded to the prefent 
demand and known value of the Work, fuggefted to 
the Publifher that a ^/i& Edition might be printed 
with a probability of fuccefs. The contents of the 
former editions, in five, are here printed complete ia 
three volumes, with the addition of three Occqfional 
Sermons \ which will doubtlef$ be very acceptable to 
the admirers of this valuable Author. Thus, it may 
be truly faid, the price is reduced, and the value of 
the Work confidcrably enhanced. 

A few Biographical Anecdotes of the Author are 
prefixed to the prefent volumes, from which we may 
colled that his principles and praftices were equally 
exemplary. 
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AN epiftolary correfpondence commenced between 
the Rev. Mr. Samuel Davies and myfelf, in the 
year 1752, and was continued till the time of his de- 
ceafe. 

When I began the intercourfe with him, I could not 
entertain any veVy probable hopes that we fhould ever 
have an interview in our world, but Mr. Daviesh vifit 
to Great-Britain^ in the year 1753, with that venera- 
ble man the Rev. Mr. GUbert Tennent, of Philadelphia^ 
to folicit benefadions for the college of New-Jerfey^ 
gave me a pl^fure beyond all reafonable expedation; 
and the friendihip which was kindled at the diftance of 
feveral thoufand miles from each other, w^ increafed by 
free and frequent converfes during the time, almoft a 
year, of Mr. Davies*s refidence on thfs fide the Atlantic. 

After his departure from our country to America^ I 
received feveral letters from Mr. Davies^ and had the 
honour of being numbered among his particular friends, 
to whom he communicated the very fecrets of his 
tx)fom. ^ 

In a letter, dated «S^/^w*^r 12, 1757, Mr. Davies 
(at that junfture fcarce recovered from a violent and 
dangerous fever) thus writes to me : "I want to live 
" after I am dead, not in name, but in public ufeful- 
*' neis: I was therefore about to order in my will that 
" all my notes, which are tolerably full, might be fent 
** to you to corrqjft and publifh fuch of them as you 
•* might judge conducive to the public good. Pray, 
** what do you think of the projeft, if the like occafion 
" (hould return while you are among mortals ?" 

What anfwer I gave to my friend*s propofal I can- 
not exaftly recoUeft, but I am perfuaded that my af-? 

B feftioa" 
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fcftion to him would not permit me to put a negative 
upon his requeft. 

On the 4th of February^ i76i> this excellent man 
was by a violent fever removed from our world : and, 
though he died univerfally lamented, yet, as he had an 
uncommon intereft in my afFeftion while living, fo his 
deceafe opened the fprings of the moft afflifting forrow 
in my breaft, and perhaps I may truly apply, with a 
little variation, the words of the Poet^ 

Multis illejkbilis occiditj 
Nulli flebilior quam mihi. — 

HoRAT. Od, Lib. I. Od. 24. 

But, though the prophet is afcended, his mantle is left 
behind. A very confiderable number of his Sermons 
has been tranfmitted to me, and thence I have feleded 
what were fufEcient to compofe the enfuing volumes. 

As the Sermons which I now lay before the public 
were Mr. Davtes's ufual popular difcourfes, it may na- 
turally be fuppofed that they required patient and accu- 
rate revifal in order to their publication ; and that the 
Editor^ if he would difcharge his duty as he ought, 
muft find himfelf under the neceffity of making fome 
occafional alterations and amendments as to the lan- 
guage, and elpecially of adjufting the pointing. Thefc 
liberties I have taken, and have endeavoured to execute 
my truft in the fame manner which I Imve reafon to 
think Mn Davies^ if he had been livin* would have 
approved and commended ; and in which I fhould wifh 
my own Sermons, fhould I leave any behind me wor- 
thy of the public view, might be correded and fent 
into the world. 

They who knew and heard Mr. Davies will need no 
further proof than the perufal of the difcourfes them- 
felves that they are the real produftions of the author 
to whoxn they are afcribed. The fun fhews himfelf 
to be the fun by the very beams with which he irradi- 
ates and enlivens mankind, and is eafily diftinguifhed 
from other luminaries by his furpafling luflre. 

The 
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The Sermons I have chofen for publication ftriftly 
anfwcr the Advertifement in the Proposals for printing 
them ; namely, Sermons on the moji useful and impor- 
tant SubjeSs^ adapted to the Family and Closet. 
The reader will meet with no difcourfes in thefe vo- 
lumes but what are calculated for general ufe, or fuch 
as relate to the common conditions, duties, and in- 
terefts of mankind in one form or another -, and in how 
many of them has both the Saint and the Sinner ^portion 
of meat provided for him ? May it prove a portion in 
due feafon ! and may both the one and the other rife 
from the facred feaft divinely ftrengthened and blefled ! 

Amidft an attention to the very numerous and im- 
portant duties of my feveral departments in life, the 
additional weight of a due preparation of Three Vo- 
lumes of pofthumous difcourfes for the eye of the pub- 
lic, and of the careful reviews of the proof-fbeets as 
they came from the prefs, has taken up no fmall por- 
tion of my time, and been no inconiiderable acceflion 
to my conftant labours ; but I have moft ch(^fully de- 
voted both my hours and my toils to the very valuable 
purpofes— rof fulfilling the defires of my dear fi-iend 
Mr. DavieSj which I own have a kind of irrefiftiblc 
power over me ; — of contributing, as I would hope, to 
the fpiritual benefit of my fellow-heirs of immortality, 
by putting into their hands a collection of very pious 
and ufeful Sermons •,: — and, of aflifting and comforting 
the mournfulswidow and orphans of a friend who was 
as dear to me as a brother. 

I take the liberty of returning thanks, in the name 
of Mrs. Daviesy (for to her only the profits of the pubr 
lication fhall be applied) to the numerous Subscribers 
to the work -, and I hope they will find themfelves am- 
ply recompenced for their benevolence to the widow 
and fatherlefs, by the facred advantage and pleafure 
they and their families will receive in the perufal of 
thcfe difcourfes ; in which piety and genius feem to 
jiave vied v/ith each other which fiiould excel, an4 
triumph in the fuperior glory. 
' ' Notwith- 
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Notwithftanding all the time and pains the prefent 
work has coft me, and the ftrong fenfe I have that a 
like proportion of both would be required in the exe- 
cution of a like undertaking, yet I beg leave to afliire 
the public, that, as I have a large number of Mr. 
Davies*s manufcript Sermons ftill in my hands, I fhall 
be ready (health being continued to me) to revife and 
publifh the Author's remaining difcourfes, whenever 
there fhall be an encouraging proipeft of benefit to 
Mrs. Daviesy or her orphans, by a frefh publication. 
yis to vifit^ or relieve, the fatherlefs and the widow in 
their affii£tion^ is an eflential branch of chriflian duty, 
fo it is a duty I trufl will never be wanting, whenever 
an opportimity offers for exemplifying it, from my firfl 
regards and praftice. 

Mr. Davies annexed to fome of his Sermons Hymn's 
of his own compofition. Had this been uniformly the 
cafe they might have accompanied his Difcourfes to the 
prefs, but as it is not, I have omitted them-, but, if 
death orjj^rapacity prevent not my defign, I intend 
hereafter to coUeft what Hymns of his have fallen into 
my hands, and publifh them together with fome of my 
own on the like occafions. 

I have prefixed to thefe Volumes a Sermon upon 
the death of our Author by that excellent man the Rev. 
Dr. Samual Ffnley, Mr. Davies*s fucceflbr to the pre/i- 
dency of New-ferfey College : I have alfo re-publifhed 
the Difcoiirfe I preached to my people tlte next Lord's 
day after I received the diflrefling news of Mr. Davies's 
deceafe; and have ventured to add an Elegiac Poem 
to the memory of my dear friend ; in which if the rea- 
der finds not a vein of poefy worthy of the fubjedb, yet 
he will not, I prefume, be difpleafed at the efforts, 
however languid and inadequate, of bereaved mourn- 
ing friendfhip to do honour to the charadier of a perfon 
fo amiable and deferving. 

The idea I hatre given of our Author in my Ser- 
mon, and particularly in my Poem, and above all, the 

juft 
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tuft and lively, the ftrong and elegant pidhire which 
Dr. Finley has exhibited of him in his difcourfe upon 
his death, render it unnecefTary to enlarge this Preface 
with an account of Mr. Davies^s merit and accomplifh- 
ments ; I fhall therefore only add, that I moft fincere- 
ly wifh that young minifters more efpecially would pe- 
rufe thefe Volumes with the deepeft attention and feri- 
oufiiefs, and endeavour, in conjunftion with earneft 
prayer for divine illumination and affiftance, to form 
their difcourfes according to the model of our Author; 
in which, if I miftake not, a critical Scrutiny into the 
facred Texts which he choofes for his fubjefts, a natu- 
ral Eduftion and clear Reprefentation of their genuine 
meaning, an elaborate and fatisfaftory Proof of the 
various heads of doftrine, a fteady Profecution of his 
point, together with an eafy and plain, but yet ftrong 
and pertinent Enlargement, and a free, animated, and 
powerful Application and Improvement, wonderfully 
adapted to awaken the conlciences, and ftrike the 
hearts of both faints and finners, mingle the various 
excellencies of learning, judgment, eloquence, piety, 
and feraphic zeal, in one uncommon glory ; not unlike 
the beams of the fun coUefted by a burning glafs, that 
at once fhine with a moft dazzling brightness, and fet 
fire, wherever the blaze is direfted, to objefts fufccp- 
tive of their celeftial influence, and a transformation 
into their own nature. 

THOMAS GIBBONS. 

PoxtoH'Square, Nov, 14, 1765. 
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ROMANS, xiv. 7, 8. 

Fitr none of us Uveth to bimfelf and no man dietb to him^ 
felf. For whether we live^ we live unto the Lord; 
or whether we die^ we die unto the Lord : whether we 
live therefore^ or die^ we are the Lord's. 

AS the very dear and reverend man, whofe prema- 
ture and unexpcfted death, we, amongft thou- 
fands, this day lament, exprefled his dcfire, that, upon 
this mournful event, a Sermon fhould be preached 
fit>m thcfe words, he plainly intimated his expeftation, 
that the audience fhould be entertained, not with an 
ornamented funeral Oration, but with fuch an inftruc- 
tive difcourfc as the text itfelf naturally fuggefts. The 
fubjeft being his own choice, I cannot doubt but this 
friendly audience will the more clofely and fcrioufly 
attend, as conceiving him, though dead^ yet /peaking to 
them the folemn truths it contains. For having been 
admitted into the full knowledge of his religious prin- 
ciples, I may prefume on fpeaking many otthe lenti- 
inents he intended from this text, though not in his 
more fublime and oratorial manner* 

When I refleft on the truly chriftian, generous, yet 
firi£I Catholicifin that diftinguifties this whole chapter, 
and how deeply it was imprinted on Mr. Davies's own 
fpirit, and influenced the courfe of his life, I am ready 
to conclude, that perhaps no text could be more aptly 
chofen on the occafion. It expreflcs the very temper 
that fhould be predominant in all, and which adlually 
is fo in every pious breaft: 

That we may apprehend the fcope and genuine fenfe 
of the words, it is neceflary to obferve, that warm 
debates at that time arofe between the Jewijh and Gen^ 
tile converts, about the difference of meats and days 
eftablifhed by the Mofaic law; and, fo fharp was the 
contention, that they were mutually difpofed to exclude 
each other from chrifltan communion. The Gentiky 

C btm^ 
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being under no biaff ftom the powcrfiil pirqudicear c^ 
education and cuftom, was iboner andeafier convinced 
of his freedom from that yoke of btmdi^ej atiddefpifed 
the Jew as weak to admiration, and fcrupulous to a 
fkult. The Jewy on the other hand, perfuaded that 
thefe ancient divine inftitutiocis were mil obligatory, 
cenfured and condemned the Gentile as inconfcientious, 
and pro^nely regardlefs of God's awjflil authority.- 

The Apoftle, in order to quell the growing ftrife, 
maturely determines that, though the Gentile held the 
right fide of the qucfidon, yet both parties were wrcng 
as to their temper of mind, and the manner in which 
thev mam^ed the controverfy; and that they kid an 
unaue ftrefs on the matters of difference, and carried 
their cenfures higher than the merits of the caufe would 
at all juftify. He therefore recommends moderation 
to both, and fets before them fufficient reafons why 
they fhould judge of each other more charitably, fincc 
they agreed in all thofe principal points that would juft- 
ly aenominate them " the fervants of the Lord." For 
if they would reckon it a bold intrufion to call before 
their tribunal, condemn, Bnd puniih another man*s fer^ 
vanty over whom they had no legal authority^ how 
much more arrogant and prefumptuous muft it be fo 
to treat afervant of the Lord i ver. 4. 

Again, let them be fo candid as to perfuade them-' 
felves, that, unlefs the contrary be evioent, they who 
difl^r from them, mifbken or not, are influenced by a 
confcientious regard to the divine pkry, ver. 6. This " 
admitted, their peribnal cenfures will neceilarily be mil- 
der, even though their judgment of the points in de« 
bate continue unaltered; and this mufl be admitted, if 
they can charitably judgCj that their refpeftive oppo- 
nents are real chriftians : for in a// fucb the govermng 
principle is, ^' not to live to themfelves, but to the 
^^ Lord. For none of us liveth to himfelf, and no 
" man dieth to himfelf. For whether we live, we live 
^^ unto the Lord ; or whether we die, we die imto 
" the Lord : whether we live therefore, or die, we 

"aro. 
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*^ arc Ae Lord's.*' Now, if no pious perfon lives 
merely to pleafe himfelf, we ought not to judge that his 
averiion from, or attachment to certain meats and days, 
arifes anfy from a felfifti humour : but, on the contrary, 
iince his whole life is governed by an honed regard to 
the wall of God, it is altogether credible that, in his 
different conduft refpeftine meats and days, he adts 
from the fame principle ; mr whatever is true of the 
general, is aUb true of all the particulars contained un- 
der 11 Sappofe a man to be a real Chriftiui, you then 
fiappoit him to be of an upright heart, of a tender 
comcience, and one who dares not to negleA, nor live 
in contradiftion to known duty. He makes it his main 
bufinefi to pleafe God, and fhall we be implacably dif- 
gufled bccaufe he does not rather endeavour to pleafe 
us ? God forbid. 

Thus, while our text affiirds a convincing argument 
for moderation in judging of other Chriftians, who 
differ from us in cmrumfbntials, it teaches us what 
ihould be the principle and ^of pur life, and that both 
negativify Uid pqfisivefy. We may not live nor die to 
i^wielves, but to the Lord* 

I. •* We may not live to ourfclvcs." 

Tlus propofition fuppofes, wh^t is a demonftrable 
truth, that we are not the abfblute proprietors, and 
therdbre have not the rightful difpofal of our lives. 
For fince we could exert no kind of efficiency in bring- 
ing ourfidves from nothinff into exiftence, we could not 
poflibly defign ourfelves ror any end or purpofe of our 
pwn. Hence it is evident, that, whofe property foever 
we are, we belong not to ourfelves; confequently, it 
js the hiffheft indecency to behave as though we were 
accountable to none other. As rationally may we claim 
felf-exiflence and independence. It will, therefore, be 
'an eternal folecifm in a&ion to aim chiefly at our own 
glory, feek only our tnvn things^ or purfue mofl eagerly 
our own pleafures. Right reafon itfelf peremptorily 
denies that the didiates of our own minds are our fu- 
pixme rule of conduft^ or tliat our own will is our law ; 

mucl\. 
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much lefs may we fubjeft ourfelves to the government 
of blind paffions, or indulge to irregular appetites. 

We are not at liberty, nor have we any authority to 
employ either the members of our bodies, or powers- 
of our fouls, at pleafure, as if we had orisinally de^ 
iigned their ufe. Hence it will appear criminal, on 
the one hand, to wafte our time, or expend our ftrengtfa 
in ufelefs exercifes; and, on the other, to allow an idle 
negligence of neceflary bufineis. Our tongues them-^ 
felves, thofe unruly memierSj muft be patient of re- 
ftraint ; for it is the language only of haughty rebels to 
fajr, " Our lips are our own, who is Lord over us i**(a) 
Our very thoughts are to be confined within prcfcribed 
limits, and all our rational powers ftatedfy exercifed, 
not in merely curious and amufing refearches, but in 
matters the moft ufeful and important* 

It alfo follows, that the produft of our adtivity, 
whatever is acquired by the exertion of thefe powers, 
ought not to terminate in ourfelves. Are we in pur-- 
fuit of learning, that ornament of human minds, it 
fhould not be with a view only to fhinc more confpicu-. 
ous, but that we may fervc our generation to better 
advantage. Has God bleffed ** the hand of the dili- 
*' gent'* with abundant riches ? We are not to conw- 
der them as the means of gratifying vanity, or " ful- 
" filling the defircs of the fleih, suid of the mind ;" for 
we muft '^ honour the Lord with our fubftance.*Y^i 
Has God clothed any of us with power ? This is not 
a difcharge from his fervice, nor a freedom from fubr 
jeftion to his laws, but a ftronger obligation to duty, as 
it gives us an opportunity of more extenfive ufefiilnefs, 

Finally, fince we were not the authors of our lives, 
we can have no right to take them away. We have nq 
power to determine, either the time or kind of death, 
any more than we can ward off, or fufpend its blow 
when commifl5oned to deftroy. Therefore, amidft all 
the niiferies that can make life itfelf an infupportable 
burden, and all the glorious profpedb that can make 

U5 
{a) Pfalm xii. 4. {B) Prov. iii. 9. 
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03 impatiQitly pant for diflblution, it mud be our de- 
terminate purpofe, that ^' all the days of our appointed 
^^ time, we will wait till our change come.'YO 

i^s thefe particulars, examined by the ftrifteft rea- 
ion, will all appear to be immediate confequences from 
(elf-evident principles, and muft all be confefled by 
him, who acknowledges that '^ he is not his own lord 
*^ and mafter i" it will follow as an evident truth, that 
^< the evangelical duty of fdf-denial is founded on the 
** everlafting reafon of things." 

RefledUng farther on the preceding obfervations, 
they force upon us the difagreeable conviftion, that ouf 
whole race has revolted from God, and rifen up in re* 
bellion againft him. ^' The world evidently lies in 
^' wickedneis ^" for the allowed praftice of men fup' 
pofes principles, which, they themfelves beingjudges, 
mufl confefs to be palpably falfe and abfurd. They zSt 
as if they believed they were made for themfelves, and 
had no other bufinefs in life but the gratification of their 
refpeftive humours. One exerts all his powers, and 
fpends all his time in nothing dfe but endeavouring to^ 
amais heaps of worldly tretSure : another, by riotous 
living, difperfes what had been colleAed with anxious 
care and affiduous labour. Some live in malice and 
envy, whofe favourite employ is calumny and wrathful 
contentions, as if they had been created for no other 
end but to be the pells of fociety : others blafpheme 
the name of God, defpife his authority, mock at reli- 
gion, and ridicule ferious perfbns and things. One has 
no other purpofe in life but fport and merriment : ano- 
ther eats to gluttony, and drinks to befottednefs. Yet 
all thefe, and namele^ ranks of other daring offenders, 
would be afhamed in a chriftian country to profefs it as 
their ferious belief, that they were made by a moft wife, 
holy, and righteous God, preferved, blefled, and load- 
ed with benefits everyday, on purpofe that they " might 
*' work all thefe abominations," or, in order to livejuft 
H$ they do. 

(c) Joby Jiv. 14. 
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If, then, k is cofifefledly impious and uorealbnable to 
li^e to aurfilves, it neceiurilv follows that we are the 
yop ei t y ol* another, for it will ever be ^' lawful for one 
** to do what he will with his own." And whofe can 
we be but his who gave us eadftence? Or, if ties of 
gnidtude can more powerfully influence imenuous 
minds than even thofe of nature, who can fo juffly claim 
' us as He,'"^ who, as we hope, loved us, and waftied us 
^ from our fins in his owp wood V-(d) This leads me 
to obferve, 

II. That we (hould *< live and die to the Lord.^ 
This can admit of no debate ; for if our Maker and 
Redeemer be our ritthtful owjoer, then whatever we 
are, or have, or can Soj muft be for him. Being liis 
f^rvants, we nuift ^ fiiew all good fidelity'' in hisbu- 
finefs. The talents with wluch he has entrufted us^ 
more or fewer, or of whatever kind, may not be return^ 
ed without improvement ; for, as is fy: and proper, he 
*^ requires his own with ufury.**^'^) He is our King, 
whofe prerogative it is to direA our courfe of aftion, 
and propofe the end at which we are to urn ; to <^ mete 
^' out the bounds of our habitation,'* and carve our por- 
tion; and it becomes us to give the moft ready and 
cheerful obedience to his commands, and fubmit to ^1{ 
his difpofals. 

Our living thus to the Lord plainly fuppofes eur be- 
ing fenfible of our entire dependence on him, and that 
we devote ourfelves to his fervice. We mufl ** prefent 
** our bodies a living facrifice,*Y/) without referve or 
hefitation; and ^* avouch the Lord to be our God, to 
^' walk in his ways, and to keep his ftatutes, and judg- 
'^ ments, and commandments, and to hearken to his 
** yoict.**(g) We bind ourfelves to him in a firm co- 
venant, not for a limited term of months and years, 
but for ever and ever, and acquiefce in Him as our chief 
good. 

The 

(/) Re?, i. 6. {e) Matt. xxv. 27. 

(/) Rom. xii. I. ii) Pci^t. zxvi. 17. 
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' iThe fidemnity of fuch an infinitely important tranf- 
adion between the glorious majcfty of heaven, and fuch 
mean creatures as we, who are ^^ but duft and afhes,'* 
cannot but ftrike us with reverential awe. And what 
will make it yet more humbling is the confideration of 
ciur guilt. We not only as Creatures take upon us to 
ipeak unto the Lord our Maker, but as Crimnals ap- 
proach to the feat of our offended and moft righteous 
Judge. Dare we then trifle, and not rather be moft 
^ious and deliberate? RefleAing that we are in the 
prefence of the heart-fearching God will naturally make 
us watchful over every thought and motion of our 
fpirits, and engi^ us to the greateft fincerity in iurren^ 
derine to him our all. We will give him our hearts 
themUlves ; keep nothing back ; nor except againft any 
terms he fliall pleafe to propofe, but yield at difcretion. 
On this occafion a comcioufnefs of our having revolt- 
ed from him, neglefted his (ervice, purloined his goods, 
and, in every rdTpeft, behaved mofl ungrateiulty and 
undutifully, will affeA us with the mofl genuine forrow. 
Therefore, when repentant we return to him, we fhall, 
coveved with fhame, approach with the Prodigal's felf- 
abafing confeffion, '^ Father ! I have finned againfl: 
<^ heaven, and in liiy fight, and am no more worthy to 
« be called thy fon."(ib) He will " furcly hear us be- 
*^ moaning ourfelves, like Epbraim^*^ that we have too 
long wrought the will of the flefh, and fuffered '^ other 
*'\ ufurping lords to have dominion over us *," but now 
.in^iamt^ beg fejrgiVenefs, his gracious acceptance of 
our perfons, and admiffion into his family, fhould it be 
only on trial, '* as hired fcrvants," 

6ut though our fins have made us vil^, and the view 
of their odious nature makes us ^' loathe ourfelves in 
** our own fight," yet a convidlion of the free grace 
and mercy of God in Christ will comfort and encou- 
rage our dcjefted and diffident hearts. The cords of 
love will draw us nearer and nearer, until we fhall af- 
fume an humble " boldnefs, to enter into the holi^fl of 

« aU 

(b) Luke, XT. 1 8. 
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" all by the blood of Jesus."(i) Sacred love, and a 
grateful fenfe of the unmerited favours of our God will 
now difpofe us to, and animate us in the performance 
of every duty. Religion will be our chofen courfe, and 
the commandments of God will be ib far from being 
burdenibme to us, that we (hall rejoice in them, and 
delight in " doing the things that pleafe him.** Our 
whole time will be confecrated to his fervice : no part 
of it can be fpared for fleftily indulgencies, or finful 
pleafures, but will be employed either in fome pofitive 
duty, or in preparation for it in the proper feafon. 

This religious bent of mind will manifeft itfelf in all 
our condufl:, and give even common aftions a different 
dircftion. If we attend our ordinary callings, we fhall 
be aftive and diligent, not in wder to gratify an earthly 
temper, but from an obediental regard to fupreme au- 
thority. When our fpirits flag through intenfc appli- 
cation tobufinefs, and recreation becomes necefTary, our 
very diverfions will be confidfered as our duty, and fo as 
a branch of our religion : and as they will always be in- 
nocent in their nature, fo they will be no otherwife re- 
garded than as means to fit us for the repetition df our 
work. If our friends or country demand our fervice, 
we fhall not give place to felfifhnefs and indolence, but, 
as lovers of God and men, generoufly exert ourfelves 
for the common good. Thus will our whole life be re- 
ligion, upon fuch a fincere, entire, and affeftionate de- 
dication of ourfelves to the Lord. And fuch as is our 
courfe fo will be its end. When the date of time is 
concluded we ihall alfo " die to the Lord." This in 
general imports, our living under the rational, affetft- 
ing impreffion of our diffolution, and appearing before 
God, and our conflant endeavours after adhial prepara- 
tion to enjoy him for ever. Then, upon the approach 
of death, we fhall confidently " commit our fpirits into 
*^ his hands,'* recommend his ways to furvivors, and 
glorify him with our dying breath. 

But, 

(/) Hcb. X. 19. 
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But, on the other hand, if our lives are not thus 
confecrated to our God, we cannot be (uppofed toper- 
form any duty in an acceptable manner, as the requisite 
principle and end are wanting. He, to whom the fe- 
cret fprings of aftion are all obvious, will not, cannot 
accept pretended fervices*, nor be pleafed with the 
" blind and the lame for fkcrifice," when the beft are 
efteemed too good for him. To compliment him with 
our lips, when we refufe to give him our hearts, will 
be judged fimilar to the conduft of thofe, who " bowed 
*' the knee in derifipn,'* and in derifion (aid, " Hail ! 
•* King of the Jews !" He, ** with whom we have 
** to do," cannot be deceived, nor will be mocked. 
He requires " Truth in the inward parts," which can^ 
not fubfift without an honeft and upright dejign to ferve 
him all the days of our lives. 

Now to live wholly to the Lord, will appear to be 
our reafonable firvicey if we confider, i. That " fuch 
^' a life is moft worthy of rational and immortal crea* 
** tures." From the power$ and faculties given us it 
may naturally be concluded that we are created for fomc 
very important purpofe ; but what can be fo important, 
or bear fo juft a correfpondence to our capacities, as to 
live to the gbry of our great Creator ? This being 
our ultimate end, to which we refer all our adions, 
mid perform each of them in fuch a manner as may 
beft anfwer it, will influence our hearts, and frame our 
whole converfation agreeable to the divine approving 
will. And what can fo ennoble the foul as conformity 
tQ the pattern of perfecftion ? But to negled: this, and 
chiefly regard pur temporal afi^airs, would be infinitely 
unworthy of beings capable of the higheft purfuits, 
and formed for immortality. Why fliould we have 
been " wifcr than the beafls of the field, or the fowls 
** of heaven," if we are to have no fublimer aims than 
they ? In a word, we could nevqr vindicate the wif- 
dom of God in our formation, if he intended us for 
meaner thmgs than thofe for which we are qualified. 
Therefore, 

D 2. " Such 
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2 . " Such a life is moft worthy of' God our Maker/' 
Nothing can appear more condeeeht and proper, than 
that he who is the beginnings ftiould alio be the end\ 
that as all are of him, all ftiould be to him. And if his 
glory be the moft exftUent thing, and He the moft 
perfefA Being, it will neceflarily follow, that he cannot 
ultimately defign what is lefs excellent. Therefore the 
fcripture fpeaks agreeable to everlafting truth, when 
it aflerts, that " he made all things for himfelf ;'* and, 
that " for his pleafure they are, and were created/Y*3 
And can it be rationally fuppofed, that he allows us, 
whom he made for his own glory, to ad for a differ- 
ent or oppofite end ? It cannot. We muft therefore 
peremptorily affirm, that he cannot, in confiftency with 
his perfeftions, require lefs, than that *' whether we 
'• eat or drink, or whatever we do, we fhould do all 
" to his glory.' Y^>) And this he does require, not be- 
caufe he needs our fervice, or can be happier, or more 
glorious in himfelf by our praifes, but becaufe it is fit 
and right, and refults as our duty fix)m the eternal rea- 
fon of things. 

3. " Such a life is our ownhappinefs:" for, ading 
as prefcribed, we move in our proper fphere, and tend 
to our native centre. We live as near the fountain of 
blefledhefs as our prefent ftate can admit, and nothing 
can be fo animating as the glorious and blifsful profpeds 
our courfe aiFords. Our hearts, being fixed on the chief 
good, are at reft, and no more tortured with anxious 
hefitation, and uneafy fufpenfe, as to what we {hall 
chufe for our portion, nor do our defires wander in 
queft of a more fuitable objed. We ean wifh for no 
more but the full enjoyment of God, whom we " fetve 
" with our fpirits •/* whofe ** peace, that pafleth all 
".underftanding, rules in our hearts-,'* and for whofe 
glory we hope, fecure from confounding disappointment 
in the day of the Lord. 

Now methinks every attentive hearer prevents my 
improvement of the fubjcd, being ready, of his own 

accord 

(^) Rev. iv. II. {I) 1 Cor.x. 31. 
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atcord to make fuch refledKons as thefc'.— 'How ferene 
and placid is the life, and how triumphant muft be the 
death, oFatrue Chriftian ! — ^How reafonable a fervicedo 
we perform, when we confecrate ourfelves to the Lord, 
and receive him, freely offering himfelf to be our por- 
tion, our father, and our friend ! None can plaufibljr 
urge, that fome things unfit, or detrimental, are re- 
quired. None can pretend a confcientious fcruple 
about complying with the propofal, nor dare any, how- 
ever fecretly reludant, openly avow their diflent. 
Every mouth is flopped, and all acknowledge their ob- 
ligation to this plain duty. What then fhould hinder 
the unanimous agreement of this whole aflembly to fo 
advantageous an overture ? Why may we not join our- 
felves, this day, to the Lord in an everlafling cove-* 
nant ? Would it hot feem uncharitable to fuppofe, that 
any one in this chriflian audience rejefts a propofal fb 
infinitely jufl and kind ? How pleafing is the very im-. 
agination of an univerfal concurrence ! Not only would 
each of our hearts who are here prefent exult, but un- 
numbered hofls of angels, and all " the fpirits of jufl 
** men made perfeft*' would rejoice. 

Since therefore all things that pertain to our prefent 
or future happinefs, confpire to urge this point, let us 
with one accord, in the mofl afFeftionate and reverent 
manner, approach the throne of our augufl Sovereign, 
and cheerfully refign ourfelves to him for ever ; fpend 
our lives in his fervice, and CKpeft his compenfating ' 
approbation at our end. 

In fome fuch flrain, but more difFufive and fublime, 
would our reverend and dear deceafed Friend have ad-^ 
drefTed us on fuch a fubjed. We may imagine how 
fervent his defire was of " living to the Lord" him-, 
felf, and perfuading others to the fame courfe, when he 
fixed on this for the fubjed of his Funeral Sermon. 
Now, as it is generally agreed that example has the 
mofl powerful influence, perhaps a few fketches of his 
own Life and Charader may befl recommend the pre- 
ceding difcourfe, as they will prove the life defcribed 

to 
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to be pradicable; And though he on whom this taik 
is devolved owns himfelf inferior to it, yet he \t en- 
couraged to undertake it from a perfuafion, that a iim* 
pie and unornamented narrative of what he knows, ei- 
ther perfonally or by certain information, concerning 
Prefident Davies^ willfet him in a very agreeable point 
of light. He is now difinterefted in all the praises and 
cenfures of mortals, and can neither receive benefit, 
or fuflFer detriment by them-, but his example may 
profit the living, as it tends to excite a laudable emula- 
tion; andfome brief hints of the difpenfations of di- 
vine providence towards him may not be without very 
ufeful inftruftion. 

He was an only fon, and, which is more, was a fon 
of prayers and vows j was given in anfwer to fervent 
fupplications, and, in gratitude, wholly devoted to 
God firom the womb by his eminently pious mother, 
and named Samuel^ on the like occafion as the ancient 
Prophet. The event proved, that God accepted the 
conlecrated Boy^ took him under his fpecial care, fur- 
niftied him for, and employed him in the fervice of his 
church, profpered his labours with remarkable fuccefs, 
tod not only blefled him, but made himfelf a blefiing. 

The firft twelve years of his life were wafted in the 
moft entire negligence of God and Religion, which he 
often afterwardb bitterly lamented, as having too ** long 
*' wrought the will of the flefh." But about that time 
the God to whom he was dedicated by his Word and 
Spirit awakened him to folemn thoughtfulnefe, and 
jmxious concern about his eternal ftate. He then faw 
fufficient reafon to dread all the direful efFefts of divine 
difpleafure againft fin. And fo deeply imprinted was 
the rational fenfc of his danger, as to make him habi- 
tually uneafy and reftlefs, until he might obtain fatisfy- 
ing fcriptural evidence of his intereft in the forgiving 
love of God. 

While thus exercifed he clearly faw the abfolute ne- 
ceffity, and certain reality of the gofpel-plan of falva- 
tion, and what abundant and fuitable provifion it makes 

for 
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fer all the wants of a (inner. No other folid ground 
of hope, or unfailing fource of comfort could he find, 
befides the merits and righteoufoefs of him, " whom 
** God fct forth to be a propitiation for fin, through feith 
** in his blood.'Y^-) P^i this righteoufnefs he was en- 
abled confidently to depend \ by this blood his confci- 
ence was purged fi-om guilt ; and '* believing, he re- 
" joiccd with joy unfpeakable, and full of glory .'Y^-) 
Yet he was afterwards exercifed with many perplexing 
doubts fcfr a long feaibn, but at length, after years of 
impartial repeatea felf-examination, he attained to a fet- 
tled confidence of his intereft in redeeming Grace, 
which he retained to the end. 

A dairy, which he kept in the firft years of his reli- 
gious life, and continued to keep as long as his leifure 
would permit, clearly fhews how intenfely his mind 
was fet on h^venly things-, how obfervant he was of 
the temper of his heart*, and how watchful over all his 
thoughts, words, and aftions. Did any cenfure his 
foibles, or juvenile indifcretions ? They would have 
done it compaflion^ttely, had they known how feverely 
he cenfured them himfelf. The tribunal daily eredled 
in his own bofom was more critical in fcrutinizing, and 
more impartial andfevere in pafiing fentence, than ei- 
ther his friends or enemies could be. 

His love to God, and tender concern for periftiing 
finners, excited his eager defire of bfcing in a fituation 
to ferve mankind to the beft advantage. With this 
view he engaged in the purfuit of learning, in which, 
amidft many obvious inconveniences, he made furprif- 
ing prc^refs, and, fooner than could have been expeft- 
ed, was found competently qualified for the minifterial 
office. He paffed the ufual previous trials with uncom- 
mon approbation •, having exceeded the raifed expefta- 
tions of his moft intimate friends and admirers. 

When he was licenfed to preach the gofpel, he zea- 
loufly declared the counfel of God, the truth and im- 
portance of which he knew by happy experience; and 

did 
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did it in fuch a manner as excited the earneft diefires of 
every vacant congregation, where he was known, to 
obtain the happinefs of his ftated miniftrations. But, 
far from gratifying his natural inclination to the fociety 
of his friends, or confulting his eafe, moved by con- 
fcience of duty, he undertook the felf-denying charge 
of a diflenting congregation in Virginia^ feparated from 
all his Brethren, and expofed to the cenfure and refent- 
ment of many. But the more he was known in thofc 
parts, the more were prejudices removed j contempt 
was gradually turned into reverence ; the number of 
his enemies daily diminished, and his friends increafed. 

Nor did he there labour in vain, or " fpend his 
" ftrength for nought." The " Lord, who counted 
*' him faithful, putting him into the miniftry," fuc- 
ceedcd his faithful endeavours, fo that a great number, 
both pf whites and blacks^ were hopefully converted to 
the living God : for the proof of this, I muft refer you 
to hi§ own narrative, fent to the Rev. Mr. Beilamy, and 
by him publifhed, and to liis letters to fome gentlemen 
of she Society in London for propagating Religion among 
the Poor. 

As to his natural genius, it was ftrong and mafcu-r 
line. , His underftanding was clear; his memory re- 
tentive; his invention quick; his imagination lively, 
and florid ; his thoughts fublime ; and his language 
elegant, flrong, and expreflive. And I cannot but 
prefume that true and candid critics will readily difcern 
a great degree of true poetic fire, ftile, and imagery, 
in his poetical compofitions ; and will grant that he was 
capable to have ftione in that way, had his leifure per-, 
luitted the due cultivation of his natural talent. 

His appearance in company was manly and graceful ; 
his behaviour genteel, not ceremonious; grave, yet 
pleafant ; and folid, but fyrighdy too. In a word, he 
was an open, converfable, and entertaining Companion, 
a polite Gentleman, and devout Chriftian, at once. 

In the facred Defk, zeal for God, and love to men, 
animated his addrefies, and made them tender, folemn, 

pungent, 
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pungtot, and perfuafive ; while at the fame time they 
were ingenious, accurate, and oratorial. A certain 
dignity of fentiment and ftile, a venerable prefence, a 
commanding voice, and emphatical delivery, concurred 
both to charm his audience, and overawe them into 
iilence and attention. 

Nor was his ufefulnefs confined to the Pulpit. His 
comprehenfive mind could take under view the grand 
interefts of his Country and of Religion at once ; and 
thefe interefts, as well as thofe of his Friends, he was 
ever ready zealoufly to fervc. It is known what an 
acftive inftrument he was in ftirring up a patriot fpirit, a 
fpirit of courage and refolution in Virginiay where he 
refided during the late barbarous French and Indian 
lavages. 

His natural temper was remarkably fweet and dif- 
paffionate ;* and his heart was one of the tendereft to- 
wards the diftrcfled. . His fympathetic foul could fay, 
'* Who is weak, and I am not weak ?" Accordingly 
his charitable difpofition made him liberal to the poor, 
and that often beyond his ability. He was eminently 
obliging to all, and very fenfible of favours conferred; 
which he could receive without fervility, and manifeft 
.his grateful fenfeof them with proper dignity. 

To his friend he was voluntarily tranfparent, and 
fully afted up to the Poet^^ advice : 

Thy friend put in thy boTom : wear his eyes 
Still in thy heart, that he may fee what's there. 

And perhaps none better underftood the ingenuities and 
delicacies of friendftiip, or had an higher relifh for it, 
or was truer or more conftant in it than he. He was 
not eafily difguftedr his knowledge of human nature 
in its prefent ftate, his candid heart, and enlarged foul 
both difpofing and enabling him to make allowances for 
indifcretions, which narrower and more felfifh minds 

could 

• The Rev. Mr. John'RodgerSt one of his moft intimate friends, in 
a letter to me fincc his death, fays, «« I never faw him angry during 
" feveral years of unbounded intimacy, though I have repeatedly 
1* known him to have been ungcncroufly treated." 
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could not make. He readily and eafily fosgave offences 
againft himfelf, whilft none could be more careful to 
avoid offending others ; which, if he at any time inad- 
vertently did, he was forward and defirous to make the 
moil ample fatisfadion. 

He was amongft the firft and brightefl examples of 
filial piety, a very indulgent parent, and humane maf- 
ter. As an hufband he was kind, tender, cordial, and 
refpeftful, with a fondnefs that was manly and genuine. 
In a word, think what might rationally be expefted, 
in the prefent imperfeft ftate, in a mature Man, a Chrif- 
tian in minority, a Minifter of Jesus of like paflions 
with others, in a Gendeman, Companion, and cordial 
Friend, and you conceive of Prefident Daviis. 

It would hardly be expefted, that one fo rigid with 
refpedl to his own faith and praftice, could be fo gene- 
rous and catholic in his fentiments of thofe who differ- 
ed from him in both, as he was. He was AriA^ not 
bigoted; confcientious, not fqueamifhly fcrupulous. 
His clear and extenfive knowledge of religion enabled 
him to difcern where the main flrefs fhould be laid, and 
to proportion his zeal to the importance of things, too 
generous to be confined to the intereffe of a party as 
fuch. He confidered the vifible kingdom of Christ 
as extended beyond the boundaries oi this or that par- 
ticular denomination, and never fuppofed that his de- 
clarative glory was wholly dependent on the religious 
community which he moft approved. Hence he glo- 
ried more in being a Chriflian, than in being a Prejly- 
teriany though he was the latter from principle. His 
truly catholic addrefs to the eftablifhed Clergy of Fir- 
ginia is a demonflration of the fincere pleafure it woulcj 
have given him, to have heard that " Christ was. 
preached,'* and fubftantial religion, common Chrifli- 
anity, promoted by thofe who " walked not with him,'* 
and whom he judged in other points to be miflaken. 
His benevolent heart could not be fo foured, nor his 
enlarged foul fo contradled, as to value men from cir- 
cumftantial diflindions, but according to their perfonal 
worth. • He 
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He fought truth for its own fake, and would profefs 
his fentiments with the undifguifed openncfs of an 
honeft Chriftian, and the inofFenfive boldnefs of a 
manly fpirit : yet, without the kaft apparent difficulty 
or hefitation, he would retraft an opinion on full con- 
viftion of its being a miftake. I have never known 
one, who appeared to lay himfelf more fully open to 
the reception of truth, from whatever quarter it came, 
than he; for he judged the knowledge of truth only 
to be real learning, and that endeavouring to defend 
at^error was but labouring to be more ignorant. But, 
until folly convinced, he was becomingly tenacious of 
his opinion. 

The unavoidable confcioufnefs of native power made 
him bold and enterprizing. Yet the event proved that 
his boldnefs arofe not from a partial, groundlefs felf- 
conceit, but from true felf-knowledge. Upon fair and 
candid trial, faithfol and juft to himfelf, he judged what 
he could do; and what he could, when called to it, he 
attempted; and what he attempted he accompliflied. 

It may here be properly obferved, that he was chofen 
by the Synod of New^Torkj at the inftance of the Tmf- 
tees of New^Jerfey College, as a fit perfon to accom- 
pany the Rev. Mr. Gilbert "Tennent to Great-Britain and 
Ireland^ in order to folicit benefadtions for the faid col- 
lege. As this manifefted the high opinion which both 
the Synod and Corporation entertained of his popular 
talents and fuperior abilities, fo his ready compliance 
to undertake that fervice, hazardous and difficult in it- 
felf, and precarious in its confequences, which required 
him to overlook his domeftic connexions, however 
tender and endearing, manifefted his refolution and felf- 
denial. How well he was qualified as a folicitor, is 
witnefled by the numerous and large benefaftions he 
received, rlis fervices, as was meet, were gratefoUy 
accepted by his conftituents ; and to the pious, gene- 
rous, and public-fpirited charity of the friends of Re- 
ligion and Learning in Great-Britain^ received on that 

E ocgafion. 



xxvi A Funeral Sermon 

occafion, does the college of New-Jerfey^ m a great 
degree, owe its prefent flourifhing condition. 

As his light ftione, his abilities to fill the Prefident's 
chair in this College, then vacant, was not doubted by 
the honourable board of Truftees. He was according- 
ly chofen, and earneftly invited to accept the charge 
of this Society. Yet he once and again excufed him- 
felf, not being convinced that he was called in duty to 
leave his then important province. But repeated ap- 
plication at length prevailed to make him apprehend 
that it was the will of God he ftiould accept the cali ; 
yet, left he fhould miftake in fo important a cafe, he 
withheld his exprefs confent, until the Reverend Synod 
of New-Tork and Philadelphia gave their opinion in 
favour of the College. This determined his dubious 
mind. He came, and undertook the weighty charge. 
And what were the confequences ? had his inceflant 
labours in travelling and preaching the gofpel, his dif- 
advantageous fituation, and want of opportunity for 
improvement made fome of his beft friends diffident 
of his capacity and acquirements for moving with 
honour in this unaccuftomed fphere ? He agreeably 
difappointed their friendly fears, and convinced them 
that ftrength of genius, joined to induftrious applica- 
tion, had furmounted all other difadvantages. Had 
any fuch raifed expeftations as feemed hard to anfwer ? 
they were fully fatisfied : fo that from being highly ap- 
proved he came to be admired. 

His manner of conducing the College did honour 
to himfelf, and promoted its interefts. Whatever al- 
terations in the plans of education he introduced were 
confefledly improvements on thofe of his predeceffors. 
Had I never had other means of intelligence, fave only 
jny knowledge of the man, I jfhould naturally have 
expefted that all his public appearances would have been 
conducted with fpirit, elegance, and decorum ; that his 
government would be mild and gentle, tempered with 
wifdom and authority, and calculated to command re- 
verence 
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Ycrence while it attracfted love, and that his manner of 
teaching would be agreeable and ftriking. 

But I propofe not thefe as mere conjeftures. The 
learned Tutors of the College, the partners of his 
counfels and deliberations for its good, and thefe young 
Gentlemen, once his care and charge, who judged 
themfelves happy under his tuition, all know more than 
I fhall fpeak. 

You know the tendernefs and condefcenfion with 
which he treated you ; the paternal care with which he 
watched over you ; the reluftance with which he at 
any time inflicfted the prefcribed punifhment on a de- 
linquent ; and how pleafed he was to fucceed in reform- 
ing any abufe by private and eafy methods. You felt 
yourfelves voluntarily confined by the reftraints of love, 
and obliged tofubjedion, not from flavifh fear, but from 
principle and inclination. You have yet frefh in me- 
mory his inftrudtive Leftures, and can tell with what 
eafe he communicated his fcntiments, and imprefled 
his ideas on your minds, and the entertaining manner 
in which he would reprefent even a common thought. 

But his perfuafive voice you will hear no more. He 
is removed far from mortals, has taken his arialfiigkt^ 
and left us to lament, that " a great man is fallen in 
"Ifrael!"* He lived much in a little time; "he 
" finiftied his courfe,'* performed fooner than many 
others his affigned tafk, and, in that view, might be 
faid to have died mature. He fhone like a light fet in 
a high place, that burns out and expires. 

He went through every ftage of honour and ufeful- 
nefs, compatible to his charafter as a diflenting Clergy- 
man : and, while we flattered our fond hopes of emi- 
nent fervices from him for many years to come, the 
fatal blow was ftruck : our pleafing profpefts are all at 
an end, and he is cut down like a tree that had yielded 
much fruit, and was loaden with bloflbms even in its 
fall. 

This difpenfation, how myflierious ! how aftonifhing ! 
nay, how difcouraging does it feem! Why was he 

raifed. 
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raifed, by Divine Providence, in the prime of life, tcr 
fo important a ftation, and, amidft ufeful labours, 
whilft he was faft increafing in ftrength adapted to his 
bufmefs, quickly fnatched away ? This is a perplex- 
ing cafe •, and the more fo that it fo foon fucceeded the 
yet - fhorter continuance of the vtenerable Edwards » 
Were they fet in fo confpicuous a point of view, only* 
that their imitable excellencies might be more obferva- 
ble ? or, was Na£au-Hall erefted by Divine Provi- 
dence for this, among other important purpofes, that 
it might ferve to adorn the latter end of fome eminent 
fervants of the living God, itfelf being adorned by 
them ? In this view, the (hort Prefidency of a Dickin- 
fon^ a Burr^ an Edwards^ and a DavieSj inftead of ar* 
guing the difpleafure of the Almighty, will evidence 
His peculiar favour to this inftitution; which I know 
was planned, and has been carried on with the moft 
pious, benevolent, and generous defigns. Thefe de- 
iigns God's goqdnefs has hitherto amai^ingly profpered, 
amidft apparent frowns -, and, if we may infer any 
thing from what he has already done, it is an encourag* 
ing expciftation that he will continue to blefs this Socie- 
ty, and make it an honour and happinefs to this vene^ 
rable Board to have been engaged in fo noble and fuc- 
cefsful an undertaking* • 

Now one more fhining orb is fet on our world. 
Davies is departed, and with him all that love, zeal, 
adivity, and benevolence, for which he was remarka- 
ble. This the Church, and this the bereaved College 
mourns. For this we hang our once cheerful harps, 
and indulge to plaintive ftrains. Yet we are not to la- 
ment as thofe who are hopelefs, but rather with hum- 
ble confidence to " pray the Lord of the harveft," 
with whom is. " the refidue of the Spirit," that he 
would fend forth another Davies to affift our labour 
and forward his work. 

Nor fhould the deceafe of ufeful labourers, the ex- 
tinftion of burning and fhining lights, only fend us to 
the throne of grace for fupplies, but excite us to greater 

diligence 
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diligence and aftivity in our bufinefs, as we have for 
the prefent the more to do. And, inftead of being 
difpirited by the lofs of fuch eminent afliftants, wc 
fhould be animated by their example, and hope for the 
fame divine aids that carried them through all the duties 
and dangers of life with fafety, fuccefs, and honour. 

Finally, this difpenfation fhould leflen our efteem of 
this tranfitory difappointing world, and raife our affec- 
tions to Heaven, that place and ftate of permanent 
bleflednefs. Thither afcends, as to its native home, 
all the goodnefs that departs from earth : and the more 
of our pious friends that go to glory, fo many more 
fecondary motives have we td excite our defires of *' de- 
*' parting and being with Christ ; which is far better** 
than any ftate under the fun : for there, in addition to 
fuperior felicity, " we fhall come to the general aflem- 
** bly, and church of the firft-born who are written 
** in Heaven, — and to the fpirits of juft men made 
*' perfefl:.**C^^ Amen. 

{o) Hcb. xiii. 23. 
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THE following fafts, drawn up by a gentleman, 
who was Mr. Davies^s intimate Friend, and liv- 
ed in the fame town with him, while he was Prefident 
of the College, were coUefted partly from Mr. Davie fs 
private papers, and partly from the gentleman's per- 
Ibnal knowledge, and, as they illuftrate feveral things 
juft hinted in the preceding difcourfe, and contain fome 
anecdotes not before mentioned, may be properly fub- 
joined to the narrative already given. 

The Rev. Mr. Samuel Davies, late Prefident of the 
College of NeW'Jerfey^ was born on the 3d day of 
November, A. Z). 1724, in the county of NewcaJHe, on 
Delaware, His father was a planter, who lived with 
great plainnefs and fimplicity, and fupported the cha- 
rafter of an honeft and pious man to his death ; which 
happened about two years ago. His mother, who is 
ftill living*, and greatly diftinguifhed for her eminent 
piety, fome time before the conception of this favou- 
rite only fon, earneftly defired fuch a bleffing ; and as 
fhe then had only borne a daughter, who was near five 
years old, fhe had fpecial occafion for the exercife of her 
faith, in waiting for the divine anfwer to her petition. 
In this fituation fhe took example from the mother of 
the prophet Samuel, and " Vowed a vow unto the 
" Lord ; that if he would indeed give her a man- 
*' child, fhe would devote him to his fervice all the days 
•'ofhislife.'Y^; 

It 

• The reader is defired to obferve that the following account was 
drawn ap fome years ago» fince which time I find it has pleafed Pro • 
vidence to remove from our world the Mother of Mr. Da<vieSi who 
is mentioned as living by the writer of the Appendix, 

(p) I Samt i. 1 1 . 
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It may well be fuppofed that the parents received 
this child as from God, and that the mother efpecially, 
who had reafon to look upon him as a token of the 
divine favour, and an exprefs anfwer to her prayers, 
would, with the greateft tendemefs, begin the rearing 
of this beloved plant. As there was no fchool in the 
neighbourhood, (he herfelf taught him to read : and, 
although he was then very young, he is faid to have 
made fuch proficiency as furprifed every perfon who 
heard it. 

He continued at home with his parents till he was 
about ten years old ; during which time he appeared 
to have no remarkable impreflions of a religious kind; 
but behaving himfelf as is common for a fprightly to- 
wardly child, under the influence of pious example and 
inftruftion. He was then fent to an Englifli fchool, at 
fome diftance from his father's, where he continued two 
years, and made great progrefs in his learning •, but, 
for want of the pious inftruftion with which he was 
favoured at home, he grew fomewhat more carelefe of 
the things of religion. 

It appears, that about this time of life, carelefs as 
he was, he made a praftice of fecret prayer, efpecially 
in the evening. The reafons (as he tells it in his diary) 
why he was fo punctual in the evening was, that *' he 
" feared left he fliould perhaps die before morning." 
What is farther obfervable in his prayers at this time is, 
that " he was more ardent in his fupplications for be- 
*' ing introduced into the GofpeUVIiniftry, than for 
*' any other thing." 

[Itishereprefumed that Dr. Finley*s Sermon, preach- 
ed on occafion of his Death, by defire of the Truftees, 
contains fufficient Memorials of his Life, from the 
time in which it pleafed God more deeply to imprefe 
his mind with the important realities of another world, 
until he was eledled Prefident of the College.] 

It may perhaps not be amifs to mention that when he 
returned home from his voyage to Great-^Britain^ he en- 
tered again on his laborious and beloved talk of preach- 
ing 
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ing the Gofpel to his feveral Congregations ; and con- 
tinued in this work until the year 1759, when he was 
elefted Prefident of the College of New-Jerjey^ in the 
room of the Rev. Mr. Jonathan Edwards. The Col- 
lege, before he came, had been in an unhappy fitua- 
tion ; partly owing to the length of that melancholy 
period between the death of Prefident Burr and his ac- 
ceffion, and pardy to the evil difpofitions and pradices 
of a few members of the Society. Prefident Burr died 
in September J lySJ- and although Mr. JE^w^rz/j was 
eleded a few days after, he did not take upon himfelf 
the government of the College till February^ 1758 j 
and about a fortnight after took the fmall-pox, of which 
he died in M^rrA following. Mr. Davies was not ini- 
tiated in his office till the latter end of Jufy^ ^759* 
So that the College lay under the obvious difad vantages 
of a bereaved condition for almoft two years. But the 
prudent meafures taken by Prefident Davies foon fur- 
mounted thefe difadvantages *, fo that in a few months 
a ipirit of emulation in Learning and Morality, as liad 
been ufual, evidendy charaderized the Students of 
Najfau-Hall. 

While he continued Prefident his labours were great, 
and his application to ftudy was neceflarily more in- 
tcnfe than that of his predeceflbrs. For he came to 
this feat of the Mufes, when its learning, by the emi- 
nent abilities of Prefident Burr^ was advanced to a 
very confiderable degree-, and he had juft emerged 
from a fea of minifterial labour in various places, where- 
in a common Genius would have been able to have 
made but little improvement in academical learning. 
Befides, the fpeedy paflage he made through the courfe 
of his ftudies, previous to his entering into the minif- 
try, made his after application the more neceflary for 
fo important and elevated a fituation. He was deter- 
mined not to degrade his office, but to be in reality 
what his ftation fuppofed him, and accordingly exert- 
ed himfelf to the utmoft. The labours of the day 
fcemed to him rather an incentive to ftudy than to reft 

F in 
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in the night; for he commonly fat up till twelve o'clock, 
and often later, although he rofe by break of day. The 
fuccefs ^as proportionable; for by the mighty efforts 
o^ his great genius, and by dint of induftry, he left the 
College of New-Jerfeyj at his death, in as high a ftate 
of literary merit as it ever had been in fincc its firft 
injftitution. 

It is a piece of jufticeduc to his memory to remark, 
that the few innovations he made in the academical ex^ 
ercifes, were certainly imj»ovement5 upon the plans 
of his predecef&rs. Among other things the monthly 
Orations he inftituted deferve particular notice. In or- 
der to give his Pupils a tafte for compodtion, and to 
form them for public fpeaking, he direfted the R>em- 
bers of the fenior clafs each to choofe his fubjeft, and 
compofe a popular harangue to be delivered publicly 
in the College-Hall before the Mafters and Students, 
and as many of the inhabitants of the town as chofe 
to attend. When each had written his difcouHe, he 
brought it to the Prefident, who made fuch obferva- 
tions and corre(aions as he judged proper; and^ after 
their difcourfes were fpoken, they feverally attended 
him again for his remarks on their delivery. About 
fix of the young Gentlemen ufiially delivered their 
Orations in the afternoon of the firft fVednefday in every 
Month, to crowded audiences ; and it is hard to fay, 
whether the entertainment of the hearers, or the im- 
provement of the ftudents, was the greater. 

I'here is reafon to believe, that the intenfe applica- 
tion with which Mr. Davies attended to the duties of 
his office was one great caufe of his death. The habit 
of his body was plethoric : and it is not to be doubted 
but that his health for fome years had very much de- 
pended upon the exercife of riding, to which he was 
necefiarily obliged while he lived in Virginia^ though 
even then he had feveral fevere fevers, fuppofed to arife 
principally from his application to ftudy in the intervals 
of riding abroad. 'When he came to the College he 
fcarce.ly ufed any bodily exercife, fave what was requir- 
ed 
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ed in gbing from his own houfe to NaJJott-HaUy which 
is a fpace about ten rods, five or fix times a day. 

In the latter end of January^ A. D. 1761, a bad 
odid feized him, and for his relief he was bled. The 
fame day he tranfcribed for the prefe the Sermon, which 
was foon after publifiied, on the death of the late Kmg, 
and the day after preached twice in the College-Hall; 
by all which the arm, in which he was bled, became 
much inflamed, and increafed his former indifpofition. 
On the Monday morning after, at breakfaft, he was feiz- 
ed with a violent chilly fit, which was fucceeded by an 
inflammatory fever, and, in ten days brought on the 
period of his important life. 

Although premonitions of Death in the prefentilate 
•of the world are feldom, if ever, given to mankind j 
and they who are difpofed to interpret ordinary occur- 
rences into fuch premonitions, when, by fomething 
£milar in the event thofe occurrences would feem as if 
prediftive, generally difcover their weaknefs -, yet the 
circiunfbmces of the death of an eminent perfon are 
commonly very acceptable to the public, and for this 
reafim it may not be amifs to mention an anecdote which 
Mr. Davies more than once took notice of in his lail 
fic)(nefs. 

An intimate Friend of his, a few days before the 
beginning of the year in which he died, in converfa- 
tion told him, that a Sermon would be cxpefted from 
him on the new year's day; and, among other things, 
happened to mention that the late Prefident Burr^ on 
the firft day of the year wherein he died, preached a 
Sermon on Jer. %y^Yiu 16, ^bus faith the Lord, This 
year tboujhalt die ; and after his death, the people took 
occafion to fay it was premonitory ; upon which Mr, 
Davies obferved, that *' although it ought not to be 
** viewed in that light, yet it was very remarkable." 
When new year's day came he preached ; and the con- 
gregation were not a little furprized at his taking the 
fiimc text of firipture. Upon his being taken with his 
laft ficknefs» about three weeks after, he foon adverted 

to 
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to this circumftance, and mentioned it as remarkable 
that he had been undefignedly led to preach, as it were, 
his own Funeral Sermon. 

It is much to be lamented that the violence of the 
diforder, of which this excellent man died, deprived 
him of the regular exercife of his reafon the greater part 
of the time of his ficknefs, otherwife the public would 
undoubtedly have been gratified with his- remarks on 
the views of an approaching eternity, . and would have 
received another evidence of the fuperior excellency 
and power of that Religion, which alone can fupport 
the foul, and make the, otherwife gloomy, profpeft of 
death cheerful. For the iffues of this decifive period 
his life, had been eminently calculated from his youth. 
It abundantly appears, that from twelve or fourteen 
years of age, he had continually maintained the ftrift- 
eft watch over his thoughts and aftions, and daily liv- 
ed under a deep fenfe of his own unworthinefs, of the 
tranfcendent excellency of the Chriftian Religion, of 
the great importance of a public fpirit, and the necef- 
lity of exerting it in promoting the general good. Even 
in his delirium his mind difcovered the favourite objeAs 
of his concern, the profperity of Christ's Church, 
and the good of mankind. His bewildered brain was 
continually imagining, and his faultering tongue ex- 
prefling fome expedient for thefe important purpofes. 
Alas ! for us that fo great a light could np longer con- 
tinue in this dark world ! 
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"^■Who works all things after the counfel of bis own will. 

THE kft week gave me the awful afTuranceof th^ 
fudden and unexpeded death of that moft ex4 
cellent and amiable man and minifter of Jesus Christ, 
the Rev. Mr. Samuel Davies, Prefident of the college 
ofN^aU'Hall^ in Nen^Jerfiy^ by a moft moving and 
melting letter from a gentleman ox Philadelpbta^ an ao 
quaintance of Mr. Davies^ and who well knew his 
worthy to a cdrrefpondent of the gentleman's here in 
London. 

A greater lois, all things confidered, could not per^^ 
haps befal the church of God in the death of a fingle 
perfon. The God of nature had endowed Mr. Davies 
with extraordinary talents. Perhaps in fublimdty and 
ftrength of genius there were very few, if any, who 
furpafled him. To the brighteft and richeft intellects 
Mr. Davies had fiiperadded the improvements of fci- 
ence, and a large acquaintance with books^ and poffiUy; 
had he lived, there would have been fcarcely a man ill 
our world a more accompKflied Divine, or a more emi- 
nent Scholar. His charafter in life was wonderfully 
accommodated both to his natural and acquired abilities. 
He was Prefident of New-Jerfey college, in the dif- 
charge of which office there would have been a demand 
for die exertion of his amazing talents, and the exhi- 
bition of all his treafures of literature and knowledge. 
Thus, as he was a ftar of the firft magnitude, fo he 
was placed in a fituation where he might have fhontf 
without any wafte of his diftinguiflied and fuperemi- 
nent glories. 

But what crowned all, or advanced his difHndion as 
a man and a fcholai;into the higheft value and lujftre, 
was, that his pious charafter appeared not at all inferior 
to his great intellefts, and acquired accomplifhments. 

Nay, 
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Nay, (let me not be thought, for I intimately knew 
him, to exceed the limits of truth in the ardor of my 
friendftiip) his pious charader as much furpafled all 
elfe that was remarkable in him, as the fparkling eye 
in the countenance of a great genius does all the other 
features of the face. If Mr. Davies*s good fenfe and 
learning were the fiSures ofJUver^ his graces and vir- 
tues were the apples of gold, (a) 

Here let me ftay awhile ; and, though I ftiall only give 
you a few oudines of his piety and amiable difpofition, 
yet let me be allowed to prefent you with fuch a view 
ef him as (hall not only be fufficient to demonftrate him 
to be the beft of men and minifters, but as ihall leave 
room for you to conclude that great additions might be 
made to his charafter by perfons who had a longer ac- 
quaintance with him than myfelf, and the c(Mle6led 
teftimonies of the friends who were favoured with his 
intimate correfpondence. 

He informed me in one of his letters, for I wad 
honoured with a clofe intimacy with him feveral years, 
" That he was bleffed with a mother whom he might 
" account, without filial vanity or partiality, one of the 
" moft eminent faints he ever knew upon earth. And 
" here, fays he, I cannot but mention to my friend an 
" anecdote known but to few, that is, that I am a fon 
" of prayer, like my name-fake Samuel the prophet ; 
** and my n:iother called me Samuel becaufe, fhe faid, I 
" have afked him of the Lord, i Sam. i. 20. This 
** early dedication to God has always been a ftrong in- 
" ducement to me to devote myfelf to Him by my 
" own perfonal aft ; and the moft important bleffings 
" of my life I have looked upon as immediate anfwers 
" to the prayers of a pious mother. But, alas ! what 
" a degenerate plant am I ! How unworthy of fuch a 
" parent, and hich a birth !" 

From the accounts Mr. Davies gave of himfelf in 
the converfation that paffed between us when he was 
here in England^ I learnt, as the inference from related 

fad, 
(«) Prov. XJTV. 1 1 . 
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faft, that he muft have been very affiduous in his ftu- 
dies. When he was about entering the miniftry, or 
had not long entered upon it, if I remember right, he 
was judged to be in a deep and irrecoverable confump- 
tion. Finding himfelf upon the borders of the grave, 
and without any hopes of recovery, he determined to 
fpend the little remains of an almoft exhaufted life, as 
he apprehended it, in endeavouring to advance his 
inafter*s glory in the good of fouls. Accordingly he 
removed from the place where he was to another about 
an hundred miles diftance, that was then in want of a 
mlnifter. Here he laboured in feafon and out of fea- 
fon ; and, as he told me, preached in the day, and had 
his hedic fever by night, and that to fuch a degree as 
to be fometimes delirious, and to ftand in need of per- 
fons to fit up with him. Here God gave him fome 
glorious firft-fruits of his miniftry, for two inftances 
of the converfion of two gentlemen he related to me 
were very remarkable, and he had the fatisfadion, as 
he informed me, to find in the after-accounts of them, 
that there was good reafon to believe that they were 
faints indeed : their goodnefs being by no means " like 
" the grafs upon the houfc tops, which withers afore 
** it grows up, and with which the mower filleth not 
** his hand," Pfal. cxxix. 6, 7, but yielding the fruits 
meet for repentance in an holy and well-ordered con- 
verfation. 

Afterwards he fettled in Virginia^ a colony where 
profanenefe and immorality called aloud for his facred 
labours. His patience and perfeverance, his magna*, 
nimity and piety, together with his powerful and evan-^ 
gelicd miniftrations, were not without fiiccefs. The 
wildernefs and the folitary* places, in the courfe of his 
ftay there, bloomed and bloffomed before him. His 
tra<5l of preaching, if I remember right, for fome time 
was not lefs than fixty miles, and by what I have learnt, 
though not from himfelf, he had but litde of this 
world's goods to repay his zealous and indefatigable 
labours i but his reward, as he well knew, was in 

G Heaven ?k 
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Heaven; and he felt, I doubt not, the animated joy 
that every Negro flave, which under his miniftrations 
became the Lord's freeman, would furnifh an addi- 
tional jewel to his eternal crown. 

Upon the deceafe of that excellent man the Rev. 
Mr. Jonathan Edwards^ Prefident of the college of 
NaJfaU'Hall^ in New-Jerfey^ Mr. Davies writes me 
word, that Mr. Lockwood^ in New-England^ a gentle- 
man of worthy charafter, was chofen to fill up the va- 
cancy. " I have not yet heard, fays Mr. Davies^ whe- 
" ther he has accepted the place. The Truftees were 
" divided between him, another gentleman, and my- 
" felf, but I happily efcaped." But fo it was ordered, 
by Mr. Lockwood^s not accepting the invitation, that 
Mr. Davies was afterwards elefted Prefident of the 
college •, artd what concern, and indeed what confter- 
nation this choice gave him, his letters to me amply 
teftify ; and I could particularly relate to you what views 
he had of things, and what fteps he took to determine 
what was his duty. At laft he accepted the call to his 
important oflfice of prefiding in the college -, and tells 
me in a letter, dated June 6^ ^759^ *• That the evi- 
*' dence of his duty was fo plain, that even his fceptical 
" mind was fatisfied-, and that his people faw the hand 
♦* of providence in it, and dared not to oppofe." 

Here he was fettled for about eighteen months ; and 
as he could exercife his miniftry as well as prefide over 
the college, great things might have been expefted 
from that rare and remarkable union there was in him 
of what was great and good ; and with pleafure I have 
received the information from his friends how well he 
fupported and adorned his charafter, and what high 
expeftations were formed as to the benefit and blefling 
he was likely to prove to that feminary of religion and 
learning. " His whole foul (fays the letter that gives 
" the news of his death) was engaged for the good of 
" the youth under his care." And again, ** Najfau-' 
" Hall in tears, difconfolate, and refufing to be com- 
« forted." 

But, 
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But, alas ! in the midft of his days, (little more than 
thirty-fix years of ^ge) he was called away from this 
but opening fcene of large and extraordinary ufefulnefs 
to the invifible world, the world of glory and blefled- 
nefs, never to fojourn in mortal clay, or to irradiate 
and blefs the church militant more. He is dead, he 
is departed— ^«w^a in groans proclaims her inexpref- 
fible lofs, and we in Great-Britain ftiare the diftrefe, 
and echo groan for groan. 

Thus ended the days on earth of this truly great and 
good man ; having in his little circle of life (hed more 
beams, and done more fervice than many a languid and 
lefs illuminated foul, even in a public fphere, in the 
revolution of fixty or fourfcore years. 

Truly great and good I may ftilc him without the 
fufpicion of flattery, and without the flight of hyper- 
bole. Let me call to your remembrance, as proofs of 
what I fay, the excellent difcourfes he has delivered in 
this pulpil, and the feveral Sermons of his which have 
been publiihcd, ftrong in manly fenfe, loaden with full 
ideas, rich with evangelical truth, and animated with 
the moft facred fervor for the good of fouls. And to 
thefe evidences of the admirable fpirit that dwelt in 
him, let me add a few paragraphs from the many let- 
ters with which, in the courfe of about nine years cor- 
refpondence, he has favoured me. 

Speaking in one of his letters concerning his chil- 
dren, he fays, ** I am felicitous for them when I con- 
'' fider what a contagious w^rld they have entered into, 
^' and the innate infedion of their natures. There is 
** nothing that can wound a parent's* heart fo deep, as 
*' the thought that he fhould bring up children to dif- 
*' honour his God here, and be miferable hereafter. I 
" beg your prayers for mine, and you may exped a re- 
*' taliation in the fame kind.'* 

In another letter he fays, *' We have now three fons 
" and two daughters ; whofe young minds as they open 
** I am endeavouring to cultivate with my own hand, 
*' unwilling to truft them to a ftranger ; and I find the 

" bufinefs 
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** bufinefs of ^ucation much more difficult than I ex- 
*' pefted. — My dear little creatures fob and drop a tear 
" now and then under my inftrudions, but I am not fo 
*' happy as to fee them under deep and lafting impref- 
** fions of religion; and this is the greateft grief they 
** afford me. Grace cannot be communicated by na- 
*' tural defcent, and, if it could, they would receive 
** but little from me. I earneftly beg your prayers for 
" them." 

In another letter, " I defire ferioufly to devote to 
*' God and my dear country, all the labours of my 
*' head, my heart, my hand, and pen ; and if he pleafes 
** to blefe any of them I hope I fhall be thankful, and 
** wonder at his condefcending grace.— Oh ! my dear 
** brother, could we fpend and be fpent all our lives in 
*' painful, difmterefted, indefatigable fervice for God 
'* and the world, how ferene and bright would it ren- 
** der the fwift approaching eve of life ! I am labouring 
*' to do a little to fave my country, and, which is of 
** much more confequence, to fave fouls — from death 
*' — from that tremendous kind of death, which 2l foul 
*' can die. I have but little fuccefs of late, but blefled 
** be God, it furpafles my expeftation, and much more* 
*' my defert. Some of my brethren labour to better 
*' purpofe. The pleafurc of the Lord profpers in their 
« hands.*' 

Another epiftle tells me, " As for myfelf, I am juft 
" driving not to live in vain. I entered the miniftry 
*' with fuch a fenfe of my unfitnefs for it, that I had 
f' no fanguine expeftations of fuccefs. And a conde- 
** fcending God (O, how condefcending !) has made 
** me much more ferviceable than I could hope. But, 
** alas ! my brother, I have but little, very little true 
*' religion. My advancements in holinefs are extreme- 
*' ly fmall : I feel what I confefs, and am fure it is true, 
*' and not the rant of exceffive or affeded humility. 
*' It is an eafy thing to make a noife in the world, to 
" flourifh and harangue, to dazzle the crowds and fei 
** them all agape^ but deeply to imbibe the fpirit of 

?' chriftianity. 
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*' chriftianity, to maintain a fecret walk with God, to 
*' be holy as he is holy, this is the labour, this the work. 
*' I beg the afliftance of your prayers in fo grand and 
*' important an enterprize. — ^The difficulty of the mi- 
" nifterial work feems to grow upon my hands. Per- 
*' haps once in three or four months I preach in fome 
^' meafure as I could wiih; that is, I preach as in the 
** fight of God, and as if I were to ftep from the pul- 
*' pit to the fupreme tribunal. I feel my fubjeft. 1 
*' melt into tears, or I fliudder with horror, when I 
** denounce the terrors of the Lord. I glow, I foar 
** in facred extafies, when the love of Jzsvs is my 
** theme, and, as Mr. Baxter was wont to exprefe it, 
*' in lines more ftriking to me than all the fine poetry 
'* in tlie world, 

<' I preach as if I ne'er fhould preach again ; 
<* And as a dying man to dying men. 

** But, alas ! m||.fpirits foon flag, my devotions lan- 
" guifti, and my zeal cools. It is really an affliftive 
'* thought that I ferve fo good a Mafter with fo much 
** inconfliancy ; but fo it is, and my foul mourns upon 
** that account." 

In another letter he fays, " I am labouring to do a 
" little good in the world But, alas ! I find I am of 
" little ufe or importance. I have many defefts, but 
*' none gives me fo much pain and mortification as my 
" flow progrefs in perfonal holinefs. This is the grand 
** qualification of the office we fuftain, as well as for 
** that heaven we hope for, and I am fliocked at myfelf 
'' when I fee how little I have of it." 

In another of his letters he acquaints me, " That he 

*' indeed feels an union of hearts which cannot bear 

*' without pain the intervention of the huge Atlantic^ 

** nor even the abfence of a week. But our conde- 

• fcending Lord, adds he, calls his minifters Stars^ 

; *' and he knows beft in what part of the firmapient ot 

the church to fix them : and (O the delightful 

' thought !) they can never be out of the reach of his 

' beams, though they fliine in difierent hemifpheres 

" with 
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** with regard to each other. This leads me, uiide- 
*' fignedly, to a criticifm on Jude 1 3, on which per- 
*' haps an aftronomer would be the beft commentator, 
** Wandering fiars^ to whom is referved the blacknefs of 
*' darknefs for ever. Perhaps an aftronomical critic 
** woulcl obferve that falfe teachers are reprefcnted as 
*' planetary or wandering ftars, that in their eccentrici- 
** ties run out into an eternal Aphelion from the fun of 
^' rightcoufiiefs, beyond the fyftem which he warms, 
** illuminates, and beatifies, and are conftantly receding 
** from the fountain of light, life, and blifs, and there- 
•* fore muft wander through the blacknefs of darknefs 
** f6r ever ; a darknefs unpierced by one ray from the 
** great fun and center of the moral world— -^/^r^^i?/} of 
*' darknefs-i an abftradt predicated of an abflrad. How 
*' gloomy and flrong the cxpreiTion !" 

Let me give you another quotation from his letters. 
*' I am very much pleafed and afFe<Sl^, fays he, with 
** the fubjeft of this week's fludy, and next Lord's 
" day's entertainment, namely, A bruifed reed fhall he 
^^ not breaks and the fmoking flax Jhall he not quench, 
" Such a bruifed reed at befl am I : a weak, opprefTed, 
^ ufelcfs thing : zftridens ftipula that, can make no a- 
*' greeable melody to entertain my rjreat Shepherd. 
*' Yet this bruifed reed I have reafon to hope he will not 
" break, but bind up and fupport. This fhattered pipe 
*^ of ftraw he will not caft away, but repair and tune to 
** join in the angelic concert on high. I am at befl but 
^^ fmoking flax 'j a dying fnufFin the candleflick of his 
** church ; a wick juft put out in the lamp of his fanc- 
" tuary. The flame of divine love, funk deep into 
*' the focket of a corrupt heart, quivers, and breaks, 
** and catches, and feems jull expiring at times. The 
*' devil and the world raife many florms to blow upon 
** it. And yet this fmoking flax^ where the leafl fpark 
*' of that facred paffion flill remains which renders it 
** more fufceptive of his love, as a candle jufl put out 
" but flill fmoking, is eafily rekindled. — This fmoking 
^^flax he will not quench, but blow it to a flame, which 

"fhall 
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*• fhall fhine brighter and brighter till it mingle with 
•' its kindred flames in the pure element of love/' 

I {hall conclude my extrafts from his epiflolary cor- 
refpondence with a part of a letter, dated Hanover^ 
September 12, 1757. 

** My ever dear Friend^ 

" I am juft beginning to creep back from the vallejr 
•' of the fhadow of death, to which I made a very near 
" approach a few days ago. I was feizcd with a moft 
** violent fever, which came to a crifis in a week, and 
*' now it is much abated, though I am ftill confined to 
^* my chamber. In this ihattered ftate my trembling 
" hand can write but little to you, and what I write 
*' will be languid and confufed, like its author. But 
•' as the Virginia fleet is about to fail, and I know not 
*' when I fhall have another opportunity, I cannot avoid 
•' writing fomething. I would fit down on the grave's 
** mouth, and talk awhile with my favourite friend ; 
•' and from my fituation you may forefee what fubjcfts 
" my converfation will turn upon — Death — ^Eternity 
" — the fupreme Tribunal. 

*' Blefl!ed be my Matter's name, this diforder found 
*' me employed in his fervice. It feized me in the 
•^ pulpit, like a foldier wounded in the field. This has 
*' been a bufy fummer with me. In about two months 
^' I rode about five hundred miles, and preached about 
♦' forty Sermons. This aflfords me fome pleafure in 
** the review. But, alas ! the mixture of fin and of 
•* many namelefs imperfedions that run through and 
♦* corrupt all my fervices, give me fliame, forrow, and 
** mortification. My fever made unufual ravages upon 
•* my underfl:anding, and rendered me frequently dcli- 
*^ rious, and always ftupid. But, when I had any 
** litde fenfe of things, I generally felt pretty calm and 
** ferene, and death, that mighty terror, was difarmed. 
" Indeed the thought of leaving my dear family deft:i- 
*' tute, and my flock fliepherdlefs, made me ofi:en ftart 
•* back and cling to life ; but in other refpefts death 
•* appeared a kind of indiflFerency to me. Formerly I 

'' have 
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** have wiflicd to live longer that I might be better 
** prepared for Heaven, but this confideration had but 
" very little weight with me, and that for a very unu- 
'' fual reafon, which was this — After long trial I found 
** this world is a place fo unfriendly to the growth of 
** every thing Divine and Heavenly, that I was afraid, 
** if I fhould live longer, I fhould be no better fitted 
" for Heaven than I am. Indeed I have hardly any 
** hopes of ever making any great attainments in holi- 
" nefs while in this world, though I fhould be doom- 
" ed to ftay in it as long as Methufelah. I fee other 
*' chriftians indeed around me make fome progrefs, 
" though they go on with but a fnail-like motion : but 
" when I confider that I fet out about twelve years old, 
" and what fanguine hopes I then had of my future 
*' progrefs, and yet that I have been almoft at a ftand 
" ever fince, I am quite difcouraged. — O my good 
" Mailer, if I may dare to call thee fo, I am afraid I 
" fhall never ferve thee much better on this fide the 
*' region of perfeftion. The thought grieves me : it 
^' breaks my heart, but I can hardly hope better. But 
" if I have the leafl: fpark of true piety in my breaft 
'' I fliall not always labour under this complaint. No, 
*' my Lord, I ftiall yet ferve thee — ferve thee through 
" an immortal duration — with the aftivity, the fervor, 
" the perfeftion of the rapt ferapb thai adores and bums. 
" I very much fufpedl this defponding view of the mat- 
*' ter is wrong, and I do not mention it with approba- 
" tion, but only relate it as an unufual reafon for my 
" willingnefs to die, which I never felt before, and 
** which I could not fupprefs. 

'* In my ficknefs I found the unfpeakable importance 
** of a Mediator in a religion for finners. O ! I could 
*' have given you the word of a dying man for it, 
*' that that Jesus whom you preach is indeed a necef- 
" fary, and an all-fufficient Saviour. Indeed he is the 
^' only fupport for a departing foul. JSone but Christ, 
*' none but Christ. Had I as many good works as 
♦' Abraham or Paul^ I would not have dared to build 

*' my 
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" my hopes upon fuch a quickfand, but only on this 
'' firm eternal rock. 

" I am rifing up, my brother, with a defire to re- 
** commend him better to my fellow- finners, than I 
" have done. But, alas ! I hardly hope to accomplifli 
** it. He has done a great deal more by me already 
" than I ever expefted, and infinitely more than I de- 
** ferved. But he never intended me for great things. 
*' He has beings both of my own, and of fuperior or- 
*' ders, that can perform him more worthy fervice. — 
*'j^O ! if I might but untie the latchet of his fhocs, or 
'' draw water for the fervice of hisfancftuary, it is enough 
** for me. I am no angel, nor would I murmer be- 
*' caufe I am not 

*' My ftrength fails me, and I muft give over — ^ 
*' pray for me — write to me — love me living and dy- 
" ing, on earth and in heaven.** — 

Judge you from thefe paflages, written in the free- 
dom of friendfhip, and to one to whoni he fcrupled 
not to lay open the fecrets of his bofom, what a lofs 
the church has fuftained, and how much our world is 
impoverifhed by the death of Mr. Davies, in the vigour 
of his days, and in the meridian of his ufefulnefs ! 

Such a blow, fuch an uncommon and diftrefling blow 
has been given in the death of Mr. Davies. And 
now what ftiall we do ? to what fhall we recur, or to 
what quarter fhall we look for help under fuch an awful 
Providence ? My advice is, that we ftiould ferioufly 
and attentively turn our minds to the pafTage of fa- 
cred writ which I mentioned at the beginning of my 
difcourfe : .. 

fFbo (that is, God) works all things after the counfel 
of his own wHL 

Without 'enquiring into the context, the words may 
be regarded as a diftinft propofition. He (that is, God) 
works. He works, or he works with energy and ir- 
refiftible power, in fuch a manner as none befides him 
either has ability or right to work. He works like 
himfelf, he works with the omnipotence that belongs 

H to 
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to him, and which is his eflential and diftinguifhed at- 
tribute*. Farther, not only does God work, but he 
works ail things, all things done by him in heaven and 
earth, in all the provinces of his vaft empire, all things 
in Nature, Providence, and Grace, all things in time, 
and all things in eternity. And he works all things 
after the counfel of his own will; that is, as he pleafes. 
His will is the fource of his adidon. He gives an ac- 
count of his matters to none. None in the army of 
heaven, or among the inhabitants of the earth, have 
any authority to wy unto him. What doft thou ? He 
depends upon none, but all, all worlds and beings de- 
pend upon him ; and therefore none are to prefume to 
dicftate to him, or direft him what is or what is not to 
be done by him. Butobferve, that though he works, 
and works all things, and all this as he pleafes, yet 
it is after the counfel of his own will. We are to con-^ 
fider God indeed as a great fovereign, as Lord of all, 
higher than the higheft, fupreme and unrivalled in 
perfection and glory, who is not to be called to the 
tribunal of his creatures, or to be queftioned by them, 
. as to what he pleafes to perform. We are not to fnatch 
the fceptre or the balance from his hands. But yet this 
we may be aflured of, that whatever the Almighty 
God does is done not from a kind of blind though 
omnipotent neceflity, neither is it by an unguided or 
unnieaning exertion of power -, but that he works all 
things after the counfel, the defign, or wifdom of his 
own will.f Survey the great Jehovah as he is indeed 

m 

* That the word ('Efepyavl©-) here tranflatcd ijuho KA^orks, con- 
tJiins in it that forcible meaning which I have here afcribcd to it, we 
may learn from what the critics have faid upon it :— " Hac voce {1%- 
*' niiicatur adio conjunfla cum efficacia, & qyidem fumma, quse 
** prohiberi nullo modo poffir. Ifaiah xli. 4.'*— -Leigh i us in verb. 
** At Graeca vox ma^is fonat, ejus cujus vi & virtute fiant omnia, 
** h. c. omnia agentis ac modcrantis." — Erasmus in loc. Could 
we admit of fuch an Engliih word, the original might be rendered 
who energizes all things, &c. 

f The word (jSouXi}) he tranflated counfel^ may, according to 
the learned Stephens in hi3 Tbi/aurus Graca Lingua, be rendered 
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In his own nature, and in the revelation he has made 
of himfelf to us. If he is fovereign, and not in the 
leaft accountable to any one, yet he is wife, and infi- 
nitely wife. 

We are not to view God partially, but as far as we 
can completely, as the fountain of all perfeftion ; as 
containing in his nature an harmony of all that is ex- 
cellent and glorious. He has a right to do, and he 
can do whatfoever he pleafes in all his wide-extended 
dominions; yet what he pleafes is always worthy of 
himfelf. He is the aggregate, the fyftem of excel- 
lence; and one attribute never difplays itfclf to the di- 
minution or eclipfe of another. As he is greateft, fo 
he is the beft of beings. Wifdom dwells eternally and 
eflentially in the divine will; and it mull: be obvious, 
that though none can limit God, yet he, with rever- 
ence beitfpoken, limits himfelf by the rule which in- 
finite wifdom prefcribes to infinite power. Hear the 
account fcripture gives of him — He is the rock^ his 
works are perfeS^ for all his ways are judgments a God 
if truths and without iniquity .^ juft and right is he. Deut. 
pcxii. 4, Hi is wife in hearty as well as mighty in 

jlrength. 

a decree or refolution, a counfel or advice^ whctlier good or bad, or a 
^onfultation or deliberation. If we undcrftand the word here of de^ 
cree or refolution as applied to God, we arc certain that fuch a decree 
or refolution in Deity had its hirth in wifdom, or in no way deroga- 
tory to it. If we interpret the word of counfel or ad^vicf, who kts 
not rhat wifdom is taken into the account ? it is the counfel, it is the 
advice of the God of unerring wifdom. But if we take the word, 
and what forbids that we fhould not fo tranflate it ? as denoting con- 
fultation or deliberation, then we are led in the ilrongeft manner to 
conclude that the will of God proceeds upon >vifdom. Not that 
there is properly or ftriftly any fuch thing as confultation or delibe- 
ration in the divine mind : but we may hereby conceive, fpeaking of 
God after the manner of men, that God when he wills, wills in fuch 
a wife manner, and upon fuch worthy reafons, as if he had £rll con- 
fulted and deliberated with himfelf what was proper to be done. 
** Liberc quidem, quia ex voluntate, fed tamen etiam fapienter et 
**jnfte quia ex confilio voluntatis," Zanch. " But becaufe (fays 
** the great Howe) he orders all things according to the counfel of 
«« his will, we muft conceive fome weighty reafon did induce hereto." 
—Howe's Redeemer's Dominion over the In^vijible Worlds p. 7?. 
Folio Edition, Vol. II. 
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ftrength. Job ix. 4. His judgments are a great deep. 
Pfal. xxxvi. 6, — but they are judgments, the children 
of wifdom and counfel ftill. If clouds and darknejs are 

. round about him^ yet right eoufnejs and judgment are the 
habitation of his throne. Pfal. xcvii. 2. His works are 
truths and his ways judgment. Dan. iv. 37. The Al- 
MiGHTv will not pervert judgment. Job xxxiv. 1 2. His 
ways are equals Ezek. xviii. 25, direded by the ftraight 
unerring line of infinite wifdom. Be this then an efta- 
bJifhed truth with us, that, whatever perplexity and 
darknefs may encompafs the divine proceedings, there 
is nothing which God does, that God who works all 
things after the counfel of his own will^ but what is juft, 
and right, and good; and that his every aftion is no 
other than the birth of confummate counfel, or that the 
plan of wifdom is laid as the foundation of all his go- 
vernment. And particularly in fuch an event as we 
are now confidering, the removal of fuch an excellent 
and worthy perfon as Mr. Davies from our world, in 
the prime of life, and at fuch a juncture as this, when 
there are fo few furviving perfons of fuch ability and 
charafter, we are to ielieve and own that, as the blow 
was unqueftionably given by God, it wss perfeftly 
right, and that not the leaft fhadow or fufpicion of 
blame or wrong is to be afcribed to the moft high, moft 
holy, moft wife, moft faithful, and moft merciful God. 
And even though we could not difcern fo much as one 
reafon, one end of wifdom or goodnefs anfwered by 
fuch an awful Providence, yet nevcrthelefs we are not 
to doubt but that the All-wife as well as the Almighty 
God has proceeded upon motives, though abfolutely 
impenetrable by us, worthy of himfelf ; that^he dwells 
in the thickeft darknefs, and that the glories of his 
perfedlions are inthroned at the centre, though not a 
ray of them penetrates and breaks through the exter- 
nal veil. But perhaps, upon a careful and fteady fur- 
vey of this moft afflictive Providence, we may attain 
to fome difcovery of the purpofes or counfels of Deity 
in the deceafe of fuch an excellent perfon as Mr. Davies 

in 
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in the prime of his days, and in the very height of 
his ufefulnefs. And, though we are not to call the 
JLoRD of all to our tribunal, yet perhaps we may not 
venture beyond our line, or deviate from the path of 
duty -, nay, we may, on the other hand, be glorifying 
God as well as compofing and comforting ourfelves, 
if, with profound humility and reverence, we make the 
enquiry. Wherefore it is that God, who works all things 
'after the counfel of his own will^ is pleafed to call away 
by death the excellent of the earth in the vigour of 
life, and in the meridian of their fervices for the glory 
of God, and the good of his church ? Thefe hard 
myfteries may not upon a diligent refearch be altoge- 
ther inexplicable; and thefe dark paffages of Provi- 
dence upon a clofe furvey may apper illuminated with 
evident and illuftrious beams of wifdom and love. 
Accordingly I fhall endeavour, I truft with a decency 
becoming a poor imperfe<5t creature examining into the 
ways of the moft high and glorious God, to refolve 
this problem of Prof idence, " Why the excellent of 
the earth fhould be taken away in the flower or prime 
of their age, and from the moft enlarged fphercs of 
ufefulnefs, or w}iat inftruftions and improvements we 
may gather from fuch feemingly unkind and undefira- 
ble difpenfations ?" .j?t- 

(i,) In the removal of the excellent of the earth in 
the flower or prime of their days, and in the height 
of their ufefulnefs, we may be taught the wonderful 
Majefty and independent glories of the great God over 
all oleiTad for evermore. " God will have it known, 
fays the venerable Mr. Howe^ on an occafion not un- 
like that which has given rife to our difcourfe*, that 
though he ufes inftruments, he needs them not. It is 
a piece of divine royalty and magnificence, that when 
he hath prepared and polifhed fuch an utenfil, fo as to 
be capable of great fervice, he can lay it by without 
lofs." — God can maintain and carry on his own caufe, 

and 

* Howe's Redeemer's D->minion over the Invifible World, on the 
death of John Houghton, Efq. 
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and anfwer his counfels, without the interpofition of 
his creatures, or, if he pleafes, he may employ only 
meaner inftruments, and call home from the vineyara 
the ableft and beft of his fervants, to fhew his church 
he can accomplifh his pleafure without tliem. 

(2.) God may cut off the excellent of the earth in 
the flower or prime of their days, and in the height 
of their ufefulneis, to endear and magnify his power 
and grace in unexpededly raiiing up others amidft the 
deiponding fears and forrows of his people. When 
God takes away the excellent of the earth, fuch as 
were moft eminently formed for fervice, in the midft 
of their days, the Church of God, the friends of Zion, 
are apt to fink into great anxiety and diftrefs, ^d to fay 
with Zion of old. The Lord has forfaken me^ an4 mj 
God hath forgotten me ; Ifa. xlix. 14. or with Jacpb, 
Allthefe things are againji me. Gen. xlii. 36.— Now at 
the very junfture when Uie people ot God are thus de- 
jeAed, when their hearts are trembling for the ark of 
the Lord, for God then to arifeand to make the time 
of his church's extremity the time of his mercy in raif- 
ing up others, and pouring out his fpirit upon them in 
a plentiful effufion of gifts and graces, how does he 
hereby moft wonderfully illuftrate his power and love ! 
f^Mpight, his favour towards Zion appears as it were 
witS^^a double brightnefs, thus breaking out from a- 
midff a night of thick darknefs ; and the people of 
Gpii^ with a moft lively and powerful fenfe of the di- 
vini goodnefs, acknowledge that God has done great 
things for them, which they looked not for ; and that 
nothing but his own arm and his own love could have 
helped them in fuch a diftrefling feafon. Hereby God 
is more eminently feen and glorified, and the work 
appears to be the Lord's, and is wonderful in his peo- 
ple's eyes. 

(3 ) God may take away the excellent of the earth 
in the flower or prime of their days, and in the meri- 
dian of their ufefulnefs, to fliew us more powerfully 
and aiFedingly the vanity of the prefent ftate. God 

fliows 
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Hiows us the vanity of the prefent ftate when he takes 
'^ay perfons in old age, when they have reached their 
^reefcore years and ten, to fourfcore years ; for by fuch 
ufiftances we are taught what a mere hand's breadth of 
^^eing this life is, even in its utmoft extent, and how 
^^%on our exiftence in this world will be terminated, even 
^ough it is protrafted to its fartheft limit. But when 
JH^ath, ufurping, as it were, by violence the fickle fix)m 
^e delaying hands of time, cuts off perfons in the 
•Mloom or in the prime of life, then is the vanity of the 
prefent ftate preached to us in the moft ftriking, affcft^ 
"Vig manner. And if with the bloom of youth or 
f^rime of manhood, great intelleftual abilities, and fu- 
^Serior acquired accomplifhments, diftinguifhed piety, 
^Hnd moft enlarged ufefulnefs are cut off, then, in the 
^%ioft fblemn awful accents, is the vanity of the prefent 
^^te proclaimed to us, and our ears receive the leflbn 
v^ot in fofr whifpcrs, not in a common voice, but in 
peals of thunder. Then we hear the cry founding, as 
it were, in an overwhelming and irrefiftible energy. 
All fiejb is grafs^ and all the goodlinefs thereof is as tht 
flower of the f eld: thegrafs withers^ the flower fades y 
hcaufe the Jfirit of the Lord blows upon tt. Ifai. xl. 6, 7. 
—I fee a man in the vigour and ftrength of conftitu- 
tion, a man ennobled beyond the common multitude 
by a bright and lively imagination, by a clear and pierc- 
ing judgment, by a fuperior, manly, and commanding 
eloquence : I fee a man fuperior to his fellow-chriftians 
and his fellow-minifters, by a moft fublime, fteady, 
rational, and uniform piety, and by an unextinguiftia- 
blc zeal, and unwcari^ labour for the glory of God, 
and the good of fouls ; this man, thus richly furnifhed 
and qualified, is taken away by a fiidden ftroke, or 
after but a very few days illnefs, and an end is put to 
all his luftre and benefit in our world. What inference 
refults from all this, but that all is vanity here below ? 
If the beft we meet with on earth is thus fugitive and 
uncertain ; if it may fo foon be gone, for ever gone 
from us, then verily every man at his beft eft at e^ and the 

beft 
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beft of men too, are altogether vanity. Pfal. x. 

The pearls and jewels of our world may I 

taken from it as the dirt and drofs. There is 

there is death in my choiceft enjoyments. 

the tall cedar may be cut down as well as t 

plant. — Stars of the firft magnitude, as v 

fmaller orbs, may quit the fkies, and vanifl-i 

fight. Death makes no diftinftion between 

bad, between the greateft and meaneft, t^ • 

worft. Now he jftrikes his dart at the poo- 

and now he launches it at the monarch on 1 

Now his fhaft fmites the chriftian in his priv 

of life, and now his unerring ftroke lays th jf 

genius, fcholar, and minifter in the duft. — .. p 

in this fenfe, come alike to all. Eccl. ix. 2. A; a| 

«the*cafe, do the floods of death alike over\. if 

ftately and richly freighted ihip as the fmall DaiA. i^ 

boat, then why fhould I doat upon the creature ? — ir 

I build my fond expeftations of peace and comfort 

upon the beft of men, I build upon the fand. My 

dcareft friendlhips, and richeft joys on earth may be 

dafhed in pieces in an hour, in a moment. All on earth. 

is fhadow, and when I look even to the very, beft it 

can afford, I fee the fame vanity and frailty there, which 

are common to lower and meaner things. 

(4.) God may cut off the excellent of the earth in 
the flower or prime of their days, and in the heigjit of 
their ufefulnefs, to bring our hearts into a nearer and 
more intimate dependence upon himfelf. How pleaf- 
ed are we apt to be with our enjoyments here below; 
and efpecially with our pious friendfliips and connex- 
ions ? And it may be that we are in fuch cafes the 
lefs aware of danger, and the lefs upon our guard as 
to excefs, as we are certain that it is no v/ay finful, but 
on the other hand acceptable in the fight of God, to 
value the excellent of the earth, and to be delighted 
with their converfation and company. But even here 
we may exceed, and by an inordinate regard to only 
creatures and inftruments, we may be led aftray from 

God 5 
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Gob \ or may not fo much confider, adore, and enjoy 
him in them as we ought. Gon has a right to our 
entire hearts ; and, unlefs we look to him, and own 
him in all our beft enjoyments, we may provoke him 
to remove them from us ; and this he may do, that he 
may bring us into more intimate union with himfelf^ 
and dependence upon him, that the creature may be 
ihewn to be nothing better than a creature, and that 
he may be honoured and acknowledged as all in alt. 
Peter, upon the mount of transfiguration, fays, that it 
was good for them to be there^ " and was for making 
three tabernacles, one for his Lord^ one for Mofes, 
and one for Ellias \ but it is told us he knew not what 
he faid," Luke ix. 33, and the bright vifion was foon 
concluded. God may righteoufly, and indeed graci- 
oufly remove creatures, the beft creatures from us, if 
they draw off too much of the current of our afFeftions 
from himfelf. The ciftern breaking may endear to us 
the living fountain. The reed finking may recom- 
mend us to the rock of ages. God may take away 
this and the other created excellency that our weaknefs 
has fet up a veil between him and our fouls, that we 
may lie the more open to his immediate communica* 
tions, and that we may better remember and pradlife 
our duty, to love- the Lord our God with all our hearty 
with all our foul, with all our mind, and with all our 
ftrength. Mark xii. 30. 

(5.) As by the death of the excellent of the earth 
in the flower or prime of their days, we are taught that 
no flrength of conftitution, or eminency, or ufefulnefs 
are fecurities from death, fo we may hereby be excited 
the more diligently to attend to our work, and prepare 
for our difmifilon. If we fee others taken away younger 
and ftronger than ourfelves, then what is the inference, 
but that we may be cut oflF as well as they, and indeed 
more eafily than they ? If we obferve others more 
eminent and more ferviceable than ourfelves called 
away from life, if their brighter fplendors and more 
extenfive benefit to mankind were no proteAion from 

I the 
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the arreft of death, then what may we their inferiorir 
expcft ? We have no exemption from ficknefe, pain, 
or fudden death, or death in the midft of our days, 
any more than others. If we had the wifdom of So- 
lomon, or the zeal and ufeftdnefs of St. Paul, ftill, like 
them, we fhould be no better than mortal. Hear then 
the voice of God to you, fpeaking from the afhcs of 
the young, the ftrong, the learned, the eminently pioi^ 
and ufefiil : — Stand with your loins girded^ and your lamps 
burning. Give diligence^ to make your calling and eleHion 
fure. fVork while it is day ; the night comes ivben no man 
can work. Whatfoever thine hand finds to do^ do it with 
thy might. Do not think that becaufe you are a tree, 
even a palm, or a vine, whofe fruit cheers both God and 
man^ Judges ix. 13, that therefore the order will not 
be iflucd out, " Hew down the tree, cut off its bran- 
ches, and even pluck up its roots.** Flatter not your- 
felf becaufe you are a faint and fervant of God, or a 
minifter of fome confiderablc influence and importance 
in the church, that death can have no power over you ; 
dream not of an abiding-place here ; you dwell in a ta- 
bernacle that may be ioon taken down, even though 
it is a tabernacle which is holinefs to the Lord. At- 
tend then to your work ; every day look out for death, 
and view yourfelf as at the brink of the grave and at 
the door of eternity. * 

(6.) By the death of the excellent of the earth in the 
flower or prime of their days, and in the ihidfl: of their 
fervices to God and his church, we may be led to in- 
quire, whether there is no anger expreflcd againfl: us 
by their fudden, and in refpedJ: of the common age of 
tnan, untimely removal. 

As (i.) We may do well to confidcr whether there 
may not be fome judgments impending over us. If 
ambafladors are called home, it may become the na- 
tion, where they were, to confider whether a rupture 
is not likely to enfiie. Every good man that is taken 
away from our world is a lofs to it, a deduftion from 
its worth, in proportion to his goodnefs. There is a 

lofs 
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Jofs of his inftrudions, his example, and his prayers. 
And if the bed of men are cut oiF, the lofs grows fo 
much the greater, and our appreheniions of the divine 
reientment may very juftly be fo much the more a- 
wakened. Doves fly home to their windows at the 
coming ftorm. The righteous pmjhes^ and no man lays 
it to heart \ and merciful men are taken away^ none con- 
fidmng that the righteous is taken away from the evil to 
%come. Ifaiah Ivii. i. Lot leaves Sodom ; and when he 
is gone the floodgates of vengeance are fet open, and 
the city is turned into deftruraon. Do not let us think 
lighdy of the matter, that we fee the beft of men, men 
tluit were holy wreftlers with Gop, and ftood in the 
breach to plead with him to turn away his wrath, re- 
moved from our world in the midft of their days, ef- 
pecially when fb few fervants and faints of God remain- 
ed behind, and the world is fb generally filled with 
impiety, and all manner of wickednefs. Good Heze- 
kisdi, and after him good Jpfiah, mufl go to their 
graves before the deftrudipn coines upon Judah and 
Jerufelem. 

(2.) And as we know not but the deaths of the cXt 
ctllent of the earth in the midfl of their days, and in 
the midft of their ufefulnefs, may portefid feme judg- 
ments from God coming upon us, fo let us h^nce be 
excited the more earnefUy to deprecate them, and pray 
for his merciful regards to us. If the excellent of the 
earth are taken away, and taken away in the midft of 
their ufefulnefs, and if, in fuch difpenfations of Provi- 
dence we may hear, as it were, the firft alarms of the 
Almighty anger from his fecret place of thunder, let 
us be the more fervent in our fupplications that he 
would turn away his anger, and not deal with us after 
our fins, nor reward us according to our iniquities. 
The more gloomy apprehenfion, the more apparent 
danger, the more fhould we be excited to prayer, live- 
ly and importunate prayer. Let us beg of God, and 
beg the more earnefUy, that he would have compafBon 
upon us, and that the tokens of his juc%ments may. 

proceed 
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proceed no farther, and not continue upon us in a ftorm 
of refiftlefs and overwhelming vengeance. And, 

(3.) As we know not but the cteaths of the excel- 
lent of the earth, in the midft of their days and ufeful- 
nefs, may be the forerunners of fomc judgments from 
God at the door, let us prepare to meet oar God if he 
fliould come out againft us in the way of his judgments. 
Do we hear the found of his anger, and are there fomc 
awful flafhcs, though at prefcnt at a diftance, that feenf 
to fignify an approaching tcmpcft, then let us prepare 
to meet our God. Prepate to meet thy God, O Ifrael. 
Amos iv. 12. Let us gird our chriftian armour clofe 
about us. Let us ftrengthen ourfelves in our God, 
and abound in the exerciies of a dependence upon hmtf 
whofe grace only is fufficient for usj and vobofe ftret^Af ' 
alone can beperfeSled in our weaknefs. 2 Cor, xii. 9. Let 
us be in readinefe to follow our God at his call, either 
through the waters or fires of affliftion, being as willing 
magnanimoufly to fufFer for him as we are cheerfully 
to ferve him, and not being at all fhaken in mind or 
fpirit by the moft grievous calamities and trials of life ; 
having an inviolable connexion with and a fure intdreft 
in him " who will make all things work together for 
our good,'* Rom. viii. 28, and who has promifed us 
a better life and a better world, after we have fuiFered 
a while, even an inheritance incorruptible^ undefiled, and 
that fades not away^ i Peter i. 4, and an admiffion 
into his palace and prefence, where there is fulnefs of 
joy^ and a place at his right hand, where are pleafures 
for evermore. Pfal. xvi. 1 1 . 

(7.) By the deaths of the excellent of the earth in 
the flower or prime of their days, and in the midft of 
their ufefulneis, let us be excited to exert ourfelves 
more vigoroufly and conftantly to glorify God, and 
ferve our generation, than hitherto we have done. 
Their removal fhews us that we may be removed, 
and fo quickens us to our duty ; and their lofs like- 
wife, their lofs to the world, fhould alfo excite us to 
duty, fince though there is as much work as ever, yet 

there 
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there are fewer labourers to perform it. The more 
the world is impoverifhed, the more let us endeavour 
to enrich it. If an army is reduced of its number, 
let the officers, the foldiers that remain, not be un- 
willing to go through double fervice, and to exert 
themfelves with a double aftivity and vigour. 

(8.) By the removal of the excellent of the earth 
in the flower or prime of their days, and in the height 
of their ufefubefs, we are fure that we have loft by 
their departure from our world one tie to earth, and 
gained one attachment more to heaven. The exceU 
lent of the earth are taken away; our friends, our 
companions with whom we took fweet counfeL • In 
every fuch inftance one or more bond to earth and 
time is confequently broken. We are in one more 
degree detached from the charms of the creature, and 
hereby may come nearer, if we rightly improve the 
providence, to a deliverance from this world, that may 
have had too faft an hold of our hopes and affeftions. 
Had our pious and excellent friends ftayed behind us, 
the thought of parting from them, though but for a 
time, might have thrown a gloom upon our expiring 
moments, and fharpened the fting of death. But they 
are gone, and life has loft by the departure of each of 
them one of its flxongeft engagements. And as we 
have dropt one tie to earth by their removal, fo we have 
gained one more argument for heaven. Heaven lets 
down one more attradive, and a moft fweet and power- 
ful attraftive it is, to draw up our hearts and hopes to 
it ; heaven, where our immortal treafure lies, and whe- 
ther our pious friends are gone. Let us feel the at- 
tachment; and the more heaven enlarges its glorious 
and blefled company of faints made perfeft, the more 
let us look by faith within the veil, and the more ready 
let us be to follow our brethren that have died in 
Christ to the world of glory, that we may ftiare with 
them in their eternal bleflednefs, and in the joys of an 
intimate, perfeft, and indiflbluble friendftiip. 

(9.) And 
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(9.) And laftly. Let the removal of the excellent 
of the earthy in the flower or prime of their days, and 
in the meridian of their ufefulnefs^ quicken us to im* 
portunate and inceflant prayer that Cjod would pour 
out his fpirit upon fuch of his fervants as remaiut and 
upon our rifing miniftry, and rifing generation. The 
refidue of the fpirit b with Gop, and it is a reiidue 
copious enough to qualify and confecrate fuch as fur- 
▼ive, or fuch as are entering into life,*and fervice, with 
as eminent sifts and as eminent graces as thofe who 
are gone before us. O for the ipirit of the afcending 
El^ahs, to reft upon our young Elifhas ! The barveft 
truly is greats but the labourers are few •, let as eameft- 
ly and incefSmtly befeech the Lord of tke barveft that 
be "wovXA fend fortb labourers into ^is barveft. Matt, ix, 
37> 38. O thsit God would kindle; by his Almighty 
breathy and a rich undion frpin himfelf, )>right and 
burning lamps, to fill up the places of thofe which ^t 
removed from his fanftuary below, to fhine in his tem- 
ple above ! Let the death of fuch an eminent fervant 
of Christ as Mr. Davies^ in the prime of his age^ 
and in the height of his ufefulnefs, excite us to impor- 
tunate and abundant .prayer that God would be pleaf-: 
ed, in compaffion to our world, to raife up like inftru-* 
ments of his glory, both in pur land and wherever hi^ 
name is known, or there are any opportunities to preach 
his gofpel I O for the defcent of a double portion of 
the fpirit upon furviving minifters, and upon all othqs 
nuHeries or religion and learning at hon^e and abroad ! 
** Where is the Lord God of Elijah ?*^ He lives, h^ 
is ftill with us, though Elijah is gone. To him there^ 
fore let us look, to him let us pray with holy impor-? 
tunity and zeal, that the time, even the fet time to 
favour his Zion, may come. Let but the Lord ** give 
the word, and pour out of his fpirit, and great fhall 
be the number of thofe that publifti it." Pfal. bcviii. 1 1 . 
** Let him but clothe bis priefts with falvation^ and his 
people /hall fl)out aloud for joy '' Pfal. cxxxii. 16. 

And 
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And thus have I endeavoured, from various confi- 
derations, to refolve this problem in providence, 
** Why the excellent of the earth fhould be taken 
away in the flower or prime of tlieir age, and from 
the moft enlarged fpheres of ufefulnefs, or what in* 
ftrudlion and improvement we may gather from fuch 
feemingly unkind and undefirable difpeniaticms.*' I 
pretend not to aifign all the reafons of fuch a conduft 
in Deity, in that " God, who works all things after 
the counfcl of his own will," but yet poifibly I may 
have ailigned fome, and fome fuch as may convince us 
that even thefe affliAive, and perhaps frequently fup- 
pofed impenetrable prbceedings, are not without cvi* 
dent traces of the divine wifdom, righteoufneis, and 
mercy upon them to a duly obfcrving eye, fo that we 
may not only as the voice of faith, but as the confef- 
fion of experience fay, I know^ O Lord, tbat thyjudg^ 
ments are rights and that thou in faithfulnefs haft affliSted 
me. Pfal, cxix. 75. 

I fliall only add, that whether we can or cannot in- 
veftigate the motives in the counfeis of a holy, wife, 
and merciful God, why fuch providences (hould take 
place as the removal of the excellent of the earth in the 
flower or prime of their days, and in the height of 
their ufefulnefs-, yet two things methinks are indif- 
penfible duties upon us in fuch difpenfations, Ccwigra- 
tulation and Submiflion. Congratulation that our pi- 
ous friends are gone to abetter world j for as one fays, 
** Was not felf-love too predominant, and our faith of 
invifible realities too weak, we fliould rqoice at a 
pious relative (or friend's) admiflion into the fociety 
of the blefled. We congratulate them on fome petty 
advantage, gained in this low flate of being, and we 
mourn their advancement to the highefl: degree of ho- 
nour and felicity, becaufe out of our ken !— ^uch auk- 
ward and prepofterous creatures are we." 

The other duty is fubmiflSon — ^fubmiflion to the 
high and holy, though awful will of Heaven. Pati- 
ence hjis its hourof exertion and effiilgence ii; the dark- 

nefs 
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nefe of providence, and the feafon of our greateft 
triak. " Father, not my will, but thine be done,*' 
how glorious, how pleafant to hear from a foul under 
the preffures of the foreft affliftions ! I have often 
thought of the noble fpeech of the Archbifhop of Cam- 
bray, who, when he heard the news of the Duke of 
Burgundy's death, to whom he had been preceptor, 
and for whom he had the moft tender afFedion, burft 
into tears, but yet prefently faid, " If I knew that by 
the turn of a ftraw I could recover him to life, and yet 
at the fame time was aflured that it was contrary to the 
will of God, I would not do it."— O for a complacent 
acquiefcence in the divine difpofals ! O for the meek 
and cheerful furrender of our wills to the will of our 
God ! May this be our experience till faith is turned 
into fight, and hope and patience fhall be fwallowed up 
in boundlefsand evcrlafling fruition and joy. 
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" TT Will doubtlefs be acknowledged on all hands, 
X. that a decent refpeft, and a proportionable tri* 
bute of honour are due to' the memory of thofe de- 
ceafed, ^hom the God of Nature and Grace had fur- 
niftied with every valuable endowment, and in his pro* 
vidence had advanced to an extenfive fphere of ufeful- 
nefe while they lived : and that this was eminently the 
cafe of my reverend friend and brother, no one, who 
had the happinefs of his perfonal acquaintance, or 
could rely on the teftimony of univerlal fame, will 
pretend to difpute. 

" I am, however, truly fenfible that to exhibit a 
juft portraiture of Prefidcnt Davies, and draw the line- 
aments of his amiable charafter, is a ta{k too arduous 
for me, and would require a genius not inferior to his 
own; but however, the friendfhip with which he was 
pleafed to honour me, the efteem and veneration I had 
for him while he lived, with the juft fenfe I ftill enter-^ 
tain of his uncommon worth, unitedly demand the 
prefent exertion of my feeble attempts, efpecially as 
his death has taken place in the intervening time be- 
tween the preaching of the following Difcourfe, and 
its publication, which was committed to my care, 

" Mr. Davies v^as a man of fuch uncommon furni- 
ture, both of gifts and grace, and adorned with fuch 
an aflemblage of amiable and Ufeful qualities^ and each 

K ihining 
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Ihining with fuch diftinguifhcd luftrc, that it is tnAf: 
hard to fay in which he moft excelled, and equally hard 
to mention one valuable or ufeful accompliihment ih 
which he did not excel. A large and capacious under- 
ftanding-— a iblid, unbiaflcd, and well-regulated judg- 
ment — a quick apprehenfion-— a genius truly penetraN 
ing— a fruitful invention-^— an elegant tafte,— were all 
happily united in him, and conftituted a real greatnefs 
of mind, which never failed to ftrike every obfcrver 
with an agreeable furprife. 

" To this extraordiary natural capacity were added 
the improvements of a learned and polite education, 
which, though in the early years of his ftudy it was 
embarraffed with, many peculiar difadvantagcs, yet by 
the ftrength of his genius, and dint of indefatigable ap* 
plication, was cultivated to fuch a degree of eleganceand 
refinement, that attraAed the notice and admiration of 
all the friends of fcience wherever he was known. 

** And as the powers of his mind were enriched 
with every valuable human accomplifhmMt, fo they 
were eminently improved by the influence and efficacy 
of fanftifying grace ; in confequence of which they 
were all fincerely devoted to the fervice of God, and 
the good of mankind. In the early ftages of his life^ 
it pleafed a Sovereign God to call him effedhially from 
his natural alienation to the knowledge and love of 
himfelf, to take a powerful pofleflion ot his heart, and 
feize all the faculties of his adive and capacious foul 
for his fervice. Upon finifhing therefore the courfe 
of his preparatory ftudies, he entered into the facred 
employment of the gofpel-miniftry, and folemnly de- 
dicated himfelf with all his fuperior talents to the work 
of the fanftuary. 

" In the exercife of this facred office, his fervent 
zeal and undiflembled piety, his popular talents and 
engaging methods of addrefs, foon acquired him a 
diftinguifhcd charadler, and general admiration. Scarce 
was he known as a public preacher but he was fent, 
•n the carneft application of the people, to fome of 

the 
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thtf dlftant fettlements of Virginia, where miny of the 
inhabitants, in rcfpcft of religion, were but a fmall 
remove from the darknefs and ignorance of unculti^^ 
vatjcd heathenifin, and where the religion of Jefus, 
which he endeavoured to propagate, had to encounter 
with ail the blindnefs, prejudice, and enmity, that are 
natural to the heart of the moft depraved fmner. Yet 
under all apparent diiadvantages, his labours were at- 
tended with fuch remarkable fuccefs, that all oppo(i- 
tion quitted the unequal combat, and gave way to the 
powerful energy of the divine fpirit, which was graci^ 
oufly pleafed by his miniftry to add many new fubjefts 
to the fpiritual kingdom of our glorious Immanuel. 

** The work of the miniftry was Mr, Davies's great 
delight; and for it he was admirably furnifhed with 
every valuable qualification of nature and grace. Di- 
vinity was a ^vourite ftudy, in which he made a pro^ 
ficiency uncommon for his years, and yet he generally 
preferred the moft neceflary and praftical branches of 
jt to the dark mazes of endlefs controverfy and intrir 
cate difputes ; aiming chiefly at the converfion of fin- 
ners, and to change the hearts and lives of men by an 
aflTeding reprefentation of the plain, but moft impor- 
tant, interefting truths of the law and the gofpel. 
His talent at compofition, efpecially for the pulpit, 
was equalled by few, and perhaps exceeded by none. 
His tafte was judicious, elegant, and polite, and yet 
his difcourfes were plain and pungent, peculiarly adapt- 
ed to pierce the confcience and afFeft the heart. His 
diftion was furpaflSngly beautiful and comprehenfive, 
tending to make the moft ftupid hearer fenfibly feel, 
as well as clearly underftand. Sublimity and elegance, 
plainnefs and perfpicuity, and all the force and. energy 
that the language of mortals could convey, were the 
ingredients of almoft every compofition. His manner 
of delivery, as to pronunciation, gefture, and modula- 
tion of voice, feemed to be a perfed model of the moft 
moving and flxiking oratory. 

** Whenever he afcended the facrcd defk, he feemed 

to 
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to have not only the attention, but all the various paf- 
fions of his auditory entirely at his command. And 
as his peribnai appearance was auguil and venerable, 
yet benevolent and mild, fo he could fpeak with the 
inoft commanding authority, or melting tendemeft^ 
according to the variation of his fubjeft. With what 
majefty and grandeur, with what energy and ftriking 
folemnity, with what powerful and almoft irrefiftible 
eloquence would he illuftrate the truths, and inculcate 
the duties of chriftianity ! Mount Sinai feemed to 
thunder from his lips, when he denounced the tremen- 
dous curfes of the law, and founded the dreadful alarm 
to guilty, fecure impenitent finners. The fblemn 
fccnes of the laft judgment feemed to rife in view, 
when he arraigned, tried, and convifted felf-deceivers, 
and formal hypocrites. And how did the balm of 
Gilead diftil from his lips, when he exhibited a bleed- 
ing dying Saviour to finful mortals, as a fovereign re- 
medy for the wounded heart, and angififhed confct- 
cnce! In a word, whatever fubjeft he undertook, 
perfuafive eloquence dwelt upon his tongue ^ and his 
audience was all attention. He fpoke as on the bor- 
ders of eternity, and as viewing the glories and ter- 
rors of an unfeen world, and conveyed the moft grand 
and affefting ideas of thefe important realities; rea- 
litics which he then firmly believed, and which he 
;iow fees in the cleared light of intuitive deiponftration. 
** The unufual luftre with which he (hone could not 
long be confined to that remote corner of the world, 
but foon attrafted the notice and pleafing admiration 
of men of genius, learning, or piety, far and near; 
and therefore, on a vacancy at the college of Nevir- 
Jerfey, occafioned by the deccafe of two former Prefi- 
dents*, in a clofe and awful fucccflion, he was elefted 
to that important ofllice in the year 1759. 

** Diftreffing as it was both to him and his people, 
pnited in the ftrongeft bonds of mutual afFeftion, to 

think 

f The Rev. Mr. Airoo Burr, in 1757, and the Rev. Kft, Jona- 

(han Edwards, who fucceeded him, and died the winter following. 
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tiufik of a ieparation, yet a conviftion of abibltxte 
duty, refuking from the importance of the ftation, 
from the various concurring providences, and laftly, 
from the unanimous advice of his reverend brethren 
convened in fynod, determined him to accept the pro- 
|>ofal. Great and pleating were the expe(5bations with 
which we beheld him enter into that exalted fphere of 
fcrvice ; yet I may boldly fay that they were vaftly ex- 
ccedcd in every refpeft by the reputable manner in 
which he difcharged the arduous truft. The progrefs 
he made in all the branches of fcience, with his capa^ 
eity and diligence to acquire new improvements, ena- 
bled him to conduct the youth with great advantage 
through the feveral ftages of ufeful and polite litera- 
ture. And, while he endeavoured to improve the 
minds, he was not lefs folicitous to reform the hearts 
and lives of his pupils, to make them good as well as 
great, and fit them for both worlds. He knew that 
religion was the brighteft ornament of the human, 
and the faireft image of the divine nature, that all true 
benevolence to men muft have its foundation laid in 
a fupreme love to God, and that undiflembled piety 
in the heart was the beft fecurity for ufefiilnefs in every 
charafter of life. . It was therefore his conftant endea* 
vour'to promote the eternal as well as the temporal 
good of the youth intruded to his tuition, not only 
by his fervent preaching and exemplary life, but by 
inculcating at the proper feafons the worth of their 
fouls, and the valt, the inexpreffible importance of 
their everlafting interefts. 

" In the government of the college, he had the pe- 
culiar art of mingling authority and lenity in fuch a 
due proportion, as feldom or never failed of the delir^ 
cd fuccefs. Hence he was revered and loved by every 
member of that collefted family over which he prefid- 
cd. His performances at public anniverfary com- 
mencements, as they never failed to do honour to the 
inftitution, fo they always furprifed his friends them- 
felves by exceeding, far exceeding their moft (anguine 

ex- 
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expeftftdons* His poetical compodtions, and his ele^ 
gant tafte for cultivating the Mufes, gave additional 
embelliihments to tho^ performances^ and gready 
heightened the pleafure of his crowded auditors. 

^ His acquaintance with mankind, his eafy and 
pdite behaviour, his affability and condefcenfion» his 
modefly and candor, his engaging manner of addrefs. 
With his fprighdy and entertaining converfation, all 
the genuine fruits of a mod benevolent heart, render- 
ed mm gready beloved through the large circle of his 
acquaintance, and as greatly admired even by (IrangerSj 
whofe occafional ezcurfions gave them only the oppor^ 
Mmty of a tranfient interview. 

** Hh natural temper, amiable in itfclf, and fweet- 
ened with all the charms of divine grace, rendered him 
peculiarly dear in all the relative charaAers of focial life, 
whether as an hufband, a father, a tutor, or a friend. 

*' With this excellent man at the head of the col- 
lie, what pleafing profpeds did we form of the ex- 
tenfive ufefulnefs of that infant feminary, both to the 
church and to the commonwealth t He was, in (hort, 
all w£ could wifti or defirc in a man, to promote the 
valuable interefts of learning and piety, and render thtj 
^college reputable and ufeful. 

" But, alas ! all his ample furniture of gifts and 
graces, all the amiable qualities of the mind, with the 
advantages of the happieft conftitution of body, could 
not fecure him from the fate of mortals. He is gone ; 
he has quitted this inferior world amidft the unfeigned 
forrows of his family, his friends, the college, and 
our country : he has taken his flight to his native ikies, 
and joined with kindred fpirits in the regions of a glo- 
rious immortality, while his remains are gathered to 
thofe of his predeceflbrs, in the dark and dreary repo- 
iitory of the grave. 

" O the unutterable and extenfive lofs to a diftrefled 
family, to a bereaved college, to the miniftry, to the 
church, to the community, to the republic of letters, 
and in fliort to all the valuable interefts of mankind!" 

SERMON 
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.The divine Authority and Sufficiency of the Chriftita 

Religion. 



Luke xvi. 27—31. Then be/aid^ I fray thee therefore^ 
. father^ that thou wouldejl fend him to my father* s boufe^ 
■ for I have five brethren^ that be may teftify unto them^ 
left they alfo come into this place of torment. Ahra^ 
bam faith unto bim^ They have Mofes and the prophets % 
lit them hear them. And hefaid. Nay ^father AbrOf^ 
bam^ but if one went unto them from the deady they 
will repent. And he faid unto bim^ If they bear not 
Mofes and the prophets^ neither will they be perfuaded^ 
though one rofe from the dead. 

WHAT Micah faid fuperftitioufly, when he was 
robbed of his idols, ye have taken dway fny 
gods'y and what have I more ? (Judg. xviii. 24.) may 
be truly fpoken with regard to the religion of Jcfus, 
If that be taken from us, what have we more ? If the 
foundations be deftroyed^ whatfhall the righteous do ? Pfal. 
xi. 3. The generality of you owe all your hopes of 
^ glorious immortality to this heaven-born religion, 
and you make it the rule of your faith and praftice 5 
confident that in fo doing you pleafe God. 

But what if after all you ftiould be miftaken? ivhat 
if the religion of Jefus (hould be an impofture ?— ^I 
know you are ftruck with horror at the thought, and 
^perhaps alarmed at my making fo Ihocking a fuppofi- 
tion. But this fufpicion, horrid as it is, has probably 
been fuggeftcd to you at times by infernal agency y 
this fufpicion may at times have rifen in your minds in 
their wanton and licentious excurfions, or from tht 
falfe alarms of a melancholy and timorous imagina* 

tion ; 
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ikion: and if this fufpicion has never been raifcd in you 
by the fophiftical converfation of loofe wits and affcft* 
cd rationalifts, it has been owing to your happy retire- 
ment from the polite world, where infidelity makes 
cxtenfive conquefts, under the fpecious name of Deifm. 
Since therefore you arc fubjeft to an aflault from fuch 
a fufpicion, when you may not be armed ready to repel 
it, let me this day ftart it from its ambufli," that I may 
try the force of a few arguments upon it, and fumim 
yoii with weapons to conquer it. 

Let me alfo tell you, that that faith in the chriftian 
religion which proceeds from infufficient or bad prin- 
ciples, is but little better than infidelity. If you be- 
lieve the chriftian religion to be divine, becaufe you 
hardly care whether it be true or falfe, being utterly 
unconcerned about religion in any fliape, and there- 
fore never examining the matter; — If you believe it 
true, becaufe you have been educated in it ; becaufe 
your parents or minifters have told you fo; or becaufe 
it is the religion of your country, if thefe are the 
only grounds of your faith, it is not fuch a faith as 
conftitutes you true chriftians •, for upon the very fame 
grounds you would have been Mahometans in Tur-. 
key, difciples of Confucius in China, or worftiippers 
of the devil among the Indians, if it had been your 
unhappy lot to be born in thofe countries : for a Ma- 
hometan, or a Chinefe, or an Indian, can aflign thefc 
grounds for his faith. Surely, I need not tell you, 
that the grounds of a miftaken belief in an impofture, 
are not a fufficient foundation for a faving faith in a 
divine revelation. I am afraid there are many fuch 
fanplicit believers among us, who are in the right only 
by chance : and thefe lie a prey to every temptation, 
and may be turned out of the way of truth by every 
wind of doftrine. It is therefore neceflary to teach 
them the grounds of the chriftian religion, both to 
prevent thei^ feduftion, and to give them a rational 
and well-grounded faith, inftead of that which is only 
blind and accidental. 

Nay, 
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Nay, fach of us as have the clearcft convldion of 
this important truth, had need to have it inculcated 
upon us, that we may be more and more imprefled 
with iti for the influence of chriftianity upon our 
hearts and lives will be proportioned to the realizing, 
affeAing perfuafion of its truth and certainty in our 
imderfiandings. 

If I can prove that chriftianity anfwcrs all the ends 
of a religion from God ;-— if I can prove that it is at- 
tended with fufficicnt atteftations •,— if I can prove that 
no fufficient objedtions can be offered againft it ;-»<md 
that men have no reafon viX all to deiire another *, but 
that if this proves ineffe(ftual for their reformation 
and falvation, there is no ground to hope that any 
other would prove fuccefeful :— I fay, if I can prove 
thefe things, then the point in debate is carried, and 
we muft all embrace the religion of Jefus as certainly 
true.— -Thefe' things are aflerted or implied in my text, 
with refpeft to the fcriptures then extant, Mo/es and 
the prophets^ 

My text is a parabolical dialogue between Abraham 
and one of his wretched pofterity, once rioting in the 
luxuries of high life, but now tormented in infernal 
flames. 

We read of his brethren in his father's houfe; 
Among thefe probably his eftate was divided upon his 
deceafe; from whence we may infer that he had no 
children \ for had he had any, it would have been 
more natural to reprefent him as foUcitous for their 
reformation by a meflenger from the dead, than for 
that of his brothers. He feems therefore, like fome 
of our unhappy modern rakes, juft to have come ta 
his eftate, and to have abandoned himfelf to fuch a 
courfe'of debaucheries as foon fhattered his conftitu- 
tion, and brought him down to the graVe, ^d alas ! 
to hell, in the bloom of life, when they were far froili 
his thoughts. May this be a warning to all of his 
4ge and circumftances ! 

L Whcther> 
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Whether, from fome remaining afFeAion to his bre- 
thren, or (which is more likely) from a fear that thcjr 
who had fhared with him in fin would increafe his tor* 
n}snU fliould they defcend to him in the infernal pri- 
fon, -he is folidtous that Lazarus might be fent as an 
apoftle from the dead to warn them. His petition is 
to this purpofe : " Since no requeft in my own favour 
can be granted ; iince Icannot obtain the poor favour 
of ..a drop of water to cool my flaming tongue, let me 
^ leafl: make one requeft in behalf of thofe that are as 
yet in the land of hope, and not beyond the reach of 
nwrcy. In my father's houfe I have five brethren, 
gay, thoughdefs, young creatures, who are now riot- 
ing in thofe riches I was forced to leave, who interred 
my mouldering corpfe in ftate, litde apprehenfive of 
the doom of my immortal part ; who are now tread- 
ing the fame enchanting paths of pleafure I walked in ; 
and: will, unlefs reclaimed, foon defcend, like me, 
thoughtlefs and unprepared, into thefe dolefiil regions: 
I therefore pray, that thou wouldeft fend Lazarus to 
alarm them in their wild career, with an account of 
my dreadfid doom, and inform them of the reality 
and importance of everlafting happinefs and mifery, 
that they may reform, and fo avoid this place of tor- 
ment, whence I can never efcape.** 

Abraham's anfwer may be thus paraphrafed : ** If 
thy brothers perifh, it will not be for want of means ; 
they enjoy the faGred fcriptures of the Old Tcflament, 
written by Mofes and the prophets -^ and thefe are fuf- 
ficient to inform them of neceflary truths to regulate 
their pra6Hce, and particularly to warn them of ever- 
lafting punifhment ! Let them therefore hear and re- 
gard, fludy and obey, thofe writings; for they need 
no further means for their falvation. 

To this the wretched creature replies, " Nay, fa- 
ther Abraham, thefe means will not avail ; I enjoyed 
them all; and yet here I am, a loft foul; and I am 
afraid thej will have as little effeft upon them as they 
had upon me. Thefe means are common and fami- 
liar. 
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liar, and therefore difregarded. But if one arofe from 
the dead ; if an apoftle from the invifible world was fent 
to them, to declare as an eye-witneis the great things 
he has feen, furcly they would repent The novelty 
and terror of the apparition would alarm them. Their 
fenfes would be ftruck with fo unufual a meflenger, 
and they woidd be convinced of the reality of eternal 
things; therefore I muft renew my requeft; fend 
Lazarus to them in all the pomp of heavenly fplendor ; 
Lazarus whom they once knew in fo abjeA a condition, 
and whom they will therefore the more regard, when 
they fee him appear in all his prefent glory." 

Thus the nfiiferable creature pleads (and it is na- 
tural for us. to wifh for other means, when thofe we 
have enjoyed are ineffeAual, though it (hould be 
through our own negleA) ; but, alas I he pleads in 
vain. 

Abraham continues inexorable, and gives a very 
good reafon for his denial : " If they pay no regard 
to the writings of Mofes and the prophets^ the (land- 
ing revelation God has left in his church, it would be 
to no purpofe to give them another : they would not 
be perfuaded though one rofe from the dead ; the fame 
difpofition that renders them deaf to fuch meflengers 
as Mofes and the prophets^ would alfo render them im- 
perfuafible by a meffenger from the dead. Such a one 
might ftrike them with a panic, but it would foon be 
over, and then they would return to their ufual round 
of pleafures ; they would prefendy think the appari- 
tion was but the creature of their own imagination, 
or fome unaccountable illufion of their fenfes. If one 
arofe from the dead, he could but declare the fame 
things fubftantially with Mofes and the prophets -^ and 
he could not foeak with greater authority, or give 
better credentials than they; and therefore they who 
are not benefited by thefe (landing means, mull be 
given up as defperate ; and God, for very good reafons, 
will not multiply new revelations to them." 

This 
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This anfwer df Abraham inras exemplified wheii 
another Lazarus was raifed from the dead in the very 
iight of the Jews, and Chrift burft the bands of death, 
and gave them inconteftible evidences, of his refurrcc- 
tion; and yet after all they were not perfuaded, but 
perfifted in invincible infidelity. 

This parable was fpoken before any part of the 
New Teftament was written, and added to the facred 
canon; and if it might be then aflerted, that the 
flanding revelation of God*s will was fufficient, and 
that it was needlefs to demand farther, then much 
more may it be afferted now, when the canon of the 
fcriptures is completed, and we have received fo much 
additional light from the New Teftament. We have 
not only Mofes and the prcpbetSy but we have alfo Chrift:, 
who is a meflenger from the dead, and his apoftles ; 
and therefore, furely " if we do not hear them, nei. 
ther would we be perfuaded, though one arofe from 
the dead/' The gofpel is the laft effort of the grace 
of God with a guilty world ; and if this has no eflfeft 
upon us, our difeafe is incurable that refufes to be 
healed. 

1 cannot infift upon all the important truths con- 
tained in this copious text, but only defign, 

I. To fhew the fufficiency of the ftanding revela- 
tion of God*s will in the fcriptures, to bring men 
to repentance : and, 

II. To expofe the vanity and unreafonablenefs of 
the objedions againft this revelation, and of de* 
manding another* 

I. I am to fhew the fufficiency of the ftanding reve- 
lation in the fcriptures to bring men to repentance. 
' If the fcriptures give us fufficient inftrudions in 
matters of faith, and fufficient diredions in matters of 
pradice,*— if they are attended with fufficient eviden- 
ces for our faith, — and produce fufficient excitements 
to influence our pradice, then they contain a fufficient 
revelation ; for it is for thefe purpofes we need a reve- 
iation, and a revelation that anfwers thefe ' purpofes 

has 
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has the direfteft tendency to make us truly religious, 
and bring us to an happy immortality. But that the 
revelation in the fcriptures (particularly in the New 
Teftament, which 1 ftiall more immediately confider 
as being the immediate foundation of Chriftianity) is 
fufficient for all thefe purpofes, will be evident from an 
indudtion of particulars. 

I . The fcripturej^ give us fufEcient inftruftions what 
we ftiould believe, or are a fufficient rule of faith. 

Religion cannot fubfift without right notions erf* 
God and divine things; and entire ignorance or mif- 
takes in its fundamental articles, muft be deftruftive of 
its nature ; and therefore a divine revelation muft be 
a collection of rays of light, a fyftem of divine know- 
ledge ; — and fuch we find the chriftian revelation to 
be^ as contained in the facred writings. 

In the fcriptures we find the faint difcoveries of naJ 
tural reafon illuftrated, its uncertain conjedhires deter- 
mined, and its miftakes corrcfted *, fo tnat chriftianity 
includes natural religion in the greateft perfeflion. 
But it does not reft here ; it brings to light things 
which eye bath not feen^ nor ear beard, neitber tbe beart 
of man conceived, i Corinth, ii. 9, — things, which our 
feeble reafon could never have difcovered without the 
help of a fupernatural revelation ; and which yet are 
of the utmoft importance for us to know. 

In the fcriptures we have the cleareft and moft ma- 
jeftic account of the nature and perfedions of the Deity, 
and of his being the Creator, Ruler, and Benefaftor 
of the univerfe ; to whom therefore all reafonable be- 
ings are under infinite obligations. 

In the fcriptures we have an account of the prefent 
ftate of human nature, as degenerate, and a more ra- 
tional and eafy account of the manner of its apoftafy, 
than could ever be given by the light of nature. 

In the fcriptures too (which wound but to cure) we 
have the welcome account of a method of recovery 
from the ruins of our apoftafy, through the mediation 
of the Son of God j there we have the afliirance 

which 
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which wc could find no where elfe, that God is recon* 
cilable, and willing to pardon penitents upon the ac- 
count of the obedience and fufFerings of Chrift. There 
all our anxious enquiries. Wherewith Jhall I come before 
the Lord? or bow rnyfelf before the moft high God? jball 
^ I come before him with bumt^fferings ? &c. Micah vi. 
6, 7, are fatisfaftorily anfwered ; and there the ago- 
nizing confcience can obtain relief, which might have 
fought it in vain among all the other religions in the 
world. 

In the fcriptures alfo, eternity and the invifible 
worlds are laid open to our view, and " life and im- 
mortality are brought to light by the gofpel -,*• about 
which the heathen fages, after all their enquiries, la- 
boured under uneafy Tufpicions. There we are afliir- 
ed of the ftate of future rewards and puniihments, 
according to our condu6f in this ftate of probation ; 
and the nature, perfeftion, and duration or the hap- 
pinefs and mifery, are defcribed with as much accu- 
racy as are neceflary to engage us to feek the one and 
ihun the other. 

I particularize thcfe doftrines of Chriftianity as a 
fpccimen, or as fo many general heads, to which many 
others may be reduced j not intending a complete enu- 
meration, which would lead me far beyond the bounds 
of one fermon-, and for which my whole life is not 
fufficient. I therefore proceed to add, 

2. The holy fcriptures give us complete directions 
in matters of practice, or are a fufficient rule of life. 

A divine revelation muft not be calculated merely 
to amufe us, and gratify our curiofity with fublime and 
refined notions and fpeculations, but adapted to direft 
and regulate our praftice, and render us better as well 
as wifer. 

Accordingly, the facred writings give us a complete 
fyftem of praftical religion and morality. There, not 
only all the duties of natural religion are inculcated, 
but feveral important duties ; as love to our enemies, 
humility, &?r. are clearly difcovered ; which the feeble 

light 
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light of rea£>n in the heathen moralifts did either not 
perceive at all, or but very faintly* In ihort, there 
we are informed of our duties towards God, towards- 
Qur neighbours, and towards ourfelves. The icrip^ 
tures are full of particular injuntftions and direAions 
to particular duties, left we fhould not be iagaciouS' 
enough to infer them from general rules; and ibme- 
times all thefe duties are fummed up in fome ihort 
maxim, or general rule; which we may eafily remem- 
ber, and always carry about with. us. Such a noble 
fummary is that which Chrift has given us of the whole- 
moral law ; "Thou fhalt lovei the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, &c. and thy neighbour as thyfelf.** Or- 
that all-comprehending rule of our conduft towards 
one another, " Whatfoever ye would that men fhould 
do unto you, do ye the fame unto them.** 

What recommends thefe doftrinal inftruftions and 
praftical directions is, that they are plain and obvious 
to common fenfe. It is as much the concern of the il- 
literate and vulgar to* be religious, as of the few en- 
dowed with an exalted and philofophic genius; and 
confequently, whatever difficulties may be in a revela- 
tion to exercife the latter, yet all neceflary matters of 
faith and pra<5lice muft be delivered in a plain manner, 
level to the capacities of the former ; otherwife it 
would be no revelation at all to them who ftand in 
moft need of it. Accordingly the religion of Jefus, 
though it has myfteries equal and infinitely fuperiorto 
the largeft capacity, yet in its neceflary articles is in- 
telligible to air ranks who apply themfelves with pro- 
per diligence to the perufal of them : and I dare affirm, 
that a man of common fenfe, with the affiftance of the 
iacred fcriptures, can form a better fyftem of religion 
stid morality than the wifeft philofopher, with all his 
abilities and learning, can form without this help. 
This I dare affirm, becaufe it has been put to trial, 
and attefted by natter of faft ; for whoever is acquaint- 
ed with the writings of the ancient heathen philofo- 
pherS) cannot but be convinced, that, amidft all their 

learning 
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learning and ftudy, sunidft all their ihining thoughts 
and refined fpeculations, they had not fuch juft notions 
of God and his^perfcftions, of the moft acceptable 
way of worfhipping him, of the duties of morality, 
and of a future ftate, as any common chriftian among 
us has learned from the fcriptures, without any un- 
common natural parts, without extenfive learning, and 
without fuch painful ftudy and clofe application as the 
heathen moralifts were forced to ufe to make their lefs 
perfeft difcoveries. . In this fenfe the leaft in the king- 
dom of heaven, /. e. any common chriftian, is greater 
than all the Socratefes, the Flatos, the Cicerps, and the 
Senecas of antiquity ; as one that is of a weak fight 
can fee more clearly by the hdp of day-light, than the 
clcarcft eye can without it. 

And by whom was this vaft treafury of knowledge 
Jaid yp to enrich the world ? by whom were thefc 
tnatchlefs writings compofed, which furnifh us with a 
fyftem of religion and morality fo much more plain, 
to much more perfeft, than all the famous fages of an- 
tiquity could frame ? Why, to our aftoniihment, they 
were compofed by a company of fifhermen, or perfons 
not much fuperior \ by perfons generally without any 
liberal education ; perfons who had not devoted their 
lives to intelledual improvement; perfons of no extra- 
ordinary natural parts, and who had not travelled, like 
the ancient philofophers, to gather up fragments of 
knowledge in different countries, but who lived in 
Judea, a country where learning was but little culti- 
vated, in comparifon of Greece and Rome. Thefe 
were the moft accomplifhed teachers of mankind that 
ever appeared in the world. And can this be account- 
ed for, without acknowledging their infpiration from 
heaven ? If human reafon could have made fuch dif- 
coveries, furely it would have made them by thofe in 
whom it was improved to the greateft perfeftion, and 
not by a company of ignorant mechaupcs. 

The perfons tliemfelves declare that they had not 
made thefe difcoveries, but were taught them imme- 
diately 
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diately from heaven (which indeed we muft have be- 
lieved, though they had not told us fo).— Now wc 
muft believe their declaration, and own them infpired, 
or fall into this abfurdity. That a company of illiterate, 
wicked, and daring impoftors, who were hardy enough 
to pretend themfelves commiffioned and infpired from 
Goid, have furnifhed us with an incomparably more 
excellent fyftem of religion and virtue, than could be 
furnifhed by all the wifeft and beft of the fons of men 
befide ; and he that can believe this may believe any 
thing ; and Ihould never more pretend that he cannot 
believe the chriftian religion upon the account of the 
difficulties that attend it. 

I have touched but fuperficially upon the fufficiency 
of the fcriptures as a rule of faith and praftice-, for to 
dwell long upon this would be to fight without an an- 
tagonift. Our infidels rejeft the chriftian religion, 
becaufe they fuppofe it requires them to believe and 
pradife too much, rather than too little* Hence they 
are for lopping ofl^ a great part of its doftrine and 
precepts, as fuperfluities, or incumbrances, and form- 
ing a meagre fkeleton of natural religion. Their in- 
telledual pride will not ftoop to believe dodrines which 
they cannot comprehend ; and they cannot bear fuch 
narrow bounds as the precepts of chriftianity fixes for 
them in their purfuits of pleafure, and therefore they 
would break thefe bands afunder. That which they 
aflFeft moft to complain of, is the want of evidence to 
convince them of the truth of this ungrateful religion j 
it will therefore be neceflary to prove more largely, 
that, 

. 3. The fcriptures are attended with fufficient evi- 
dences of their truth and divinity. 

It is certain, that as God can accept no other wor- 
fliip than rational from reafonable creatures, he cannot 
require us to believe a revelation to be divine without 
fufficient reafon; and therefore, when he gives us a 
revelation, he will atteft it with fuch evidences as will 
be a fufficient foundation of our belief. 

M Accordingly, 
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Accordingly, the fcriptures are attefted with all the 
evidences, intrinfic and extrinfic, which we can rea- 
fonably defire, and with all the evidences the nature 
of the thing will admit. 

As for intrinfic evidences, many might be men- 
tioned-, but I muftat prefent confine myfelf in proper 
limits. I ftiall refume the one I have already hinted 
at, namely, that the religion of the Bible has the di- 
refteft tendency to promote true piety and folid virtue 
in the world ; it is fuch a religion as becomes a God 
to reveal •, fuch a religion as we might expcdk from 
him, in cafe he inftituted any •, a religion intended and 
adapted to regulate felf-love, and, to diflfufe the lore 
of God and man through the world, the only gene- 
rous principles and vigorous fprings of a fuitable con- 
dud; towards God, towards one another, and towards 
ourfelves; a religion produdtive of every humane, {o^ 
cial, and divine virtue, and diredly calculated to banifh 
all fin out of the world •, to transform impiety into de- 
votion ; injuftice and oppreffion into equity and uni- 
verfal benevolence; and fenfuality into fobriety : a re- 
ligion infinitely preferable to any that has been con- 
trived by the wifeft and beft of mortals. And whence 
do ye think could this godlike religion proceed ? does 
not its nature prove its origin divine ? does it not evi- 
dently bear the lineaments of its heavenly parent ? 
can you once imagine that fuch a pure, fuch a holy, 
fuch a perfeft fyftem, could be the contrivance of 
wicked infernal fpirits, of felfifh, artful priefl:s, or 
politicians, or of a parcel of daring impoftors, or wild 
enthufiafl:s ? Could thefe contrive a religion fo con- 
trary to their inclination, fo deftruftive of their in- 
tereft, and fo diredly conducing to promote the caufe 
they abhor ? If you can believe this, you may alfo 
believe that light is the produd of darknefs, virtue of 
vice, good of evil, £s?f . — If fuch beings as thefe had 
contrived a religion, it would have borne the fame ap- 
pearance in the Bible as it does in Italy or Spain, where 
it is degenerated into a mere trade, for the benefit of 
^ tyrannical 
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tyrannical and voracious priefts; or it would have 
been fuch a religion as that of Mahomet, allowing its 
fubjefts to propagate it with the fword, that they 
might enrich themfelves with the plunder of conquer- 
ed nations \ and indulging them in the gratification of 
their lufts, particularly in polygamy, or the unbound* 
cd enjoyment of women. This religion, 1 fear, would 
fiiit the taftcof our licentious free-thinkers much bet- 
ter than the holy religion of Jefus. Or if we fhould 
iiippofe chriftianity to be the contrivance of vifionary 
enthufiafts, then it would not be that rational fyftem 
which it is, but a huddle of fanatical reveries and ri- 
diculous whims. If, tjjten, it could not be the contri- 
vance of fuch authors as thefe, to whom ftiall we af- 
cribe it ? it muft have had fome author ; for it could 
not come into being without a caufe, no more than 
the fyftem of the univerfe. "Will you then afcribe it 
to good men i But thefe men were either infpired 
from heaven, or they were not j if they were not, then 
they could not be good men, but moft audacious liars 5 
for they plainly declared, they were divinely infpired, 
and ftood in it to the laft ; which no good man would 
do, if fuch a declaration was falfe. If they were in- 
fpired from heaven, then the point is gained ; then 
chriftianity is a religion from God ; for to receive a re- 
ligion from perfons divinely infpired, and to receive it 
from God, is the fame thing. 

Another intrinfic evidence is that of prophecy. 
Thofe future events which are contingent, or which 
jfliall be accomplifhed by caufes that do not now exift 
or appear, cannot be certainly foreknown or foretold 
by man-, as we find by our own experience. Such ob- 
• jcfts fall within the compafs of omnifcience only ; and 
therefore when (hort-fighted mortals are enabled to pre- 
did: fuch events many years, and even ages before they 
happen, it is a certain evidence that they are let into 
the fecrets of heaven, and that God communicates to 
them a knowledge which cannot be acquired by the 
naoft fagacious human mindj and this is an evidence 

that 
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that the perfons thus divinely taught are the meflcngcrs 
of God, to declare his will to the world. 

Now there are numberlefs inftances of fuch prophe* 
cies in the facred writings. Thus a prophet foretold 
the deftnidion of Jeroboam's altar by the good Jofiah, 
many ages before, i Kings xiii. 2. Cyrus was fore- 
told by name as the reftorer of the Jews from Baby- 
loh, to re-build their temple and city, about an hun- 
dred years before he was born. Ifaiah xlv. i, fee- 
Several of the prophets foretold the deftrucftion of va- 
rious kingdoms in a very punctual manner, as of Je- 
rufalem, Babylon, Egypt, Nineveh, &c. which pre- 
diiftion was exaftly fulfilled. £^t the moft remarkable 
prophecies of the Old Teftament are thofe relating to 
the Meffiah; which are fo numerous and full, that 
they might fcrve for materials of his hiftory ; they fix 
the time of his coming, v/2^. while the fceptre conti- 
nued in Judah, Gen. xlix. 10, while the fecond temple 
was yet ftanding. Hag. ii. 7, MaL iii. 2, and tpwards 
the clofe of DaniePs feventy weeks of years, i. e. four 
hundred and ninety years from the re-building of Je- 
rufalem. Dan. ix. 24, £s?f . — Thefe prophecies alfo de- 
fcribe the lineage of the Mefliah, the manner of his 
conception, his life and miracles, his death, and the 
various circumftances of it; his burial, refurreftion, 
afcenfion, and advancement to univerfal empire, and 
the fpread of the gofpel through the world. In the 
New Teftament alfo we meet with fundry remarkable 
prophecies. There Chrift foretels his own death, and 
the manner of it, and his triumphant refurreftion ; 
there, with furprifing accuracy, he predifts the deftruc- 
tion of Jerufalem by the Romans. We find various 
prophecies alfo in the apoftolic * cpiftles, particularly 
that of St. Paul, Rom. xi. concerning the converfion 
of the Jews ; which, though it be not yet accomplifh- 
ed, yet we fee a remarkable providence making way 
for it, in keeping the Jews, who are fcattered over all 
the earth, dittinft from all other nations for about one 
thoufand fcven hundred years, though they are hated 

of 
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of all nations, and confequently under the ftrongeft 
temptation to coalefce with, and lofe themfelves among 
them ; and though all other nations have in a much 
ihorter time mixed in fuch a manner, that none of 
them can now trace their own original 5 e. g. Who 
can now diftinguifli the pofterity of the ancient Ro- 
mans from the Goths and Vandals, and others that 
broke in upon their empire and fettled among them ; 
or of the ancient Angli from the. Danes, &c. that 
mingled with them ? 

Thefe and many other plain predidlions are inter- 
fperfed through the fcriptures, and prove their original 
to be from the Father of lights, who alone knows all 
his works from the beginning, and who declares fuch 
diftant contingent futurities from ancient times. Ifaiab 
xlv. 21. 

I might, as another intrinfic evidence of the truth 
of chriftianity, mention its glorious energy on the 
minds of men, in convincing them of fin, eafing their 
confciences, infpiring them with unfpeakable joy, fub- 
duing their lufts, and transforming them into its own 
likenefs ; which is atteftcd by the daily experience of 
every true Chriftian. Every one that believeth hath 
this witnefs in himfelf : and this is an evidence level 
to the meaneft capacity, which may be foon loft in a 
courfe of iublime reafoning. But as the Deifts de- 
clare, alas ! with too much truth, that the gofpel hath 
no fuch power upon them, it is not to my purpofc to 
infift upon it. I therefore proceed to mention fome of 

The extrinjic evidences of the religion of Jefus, 
particularly the miracles with which it was confirmed, 
and its early propagation through the world. 

Miracles in this cafe are events above or contrary 
to the eflablifhed laws of nature, done with a profcf- 
fed defign to atteft a revelation ; and as they are obvi. 
ous and ftriking to the fenfcs of the moft ignorant and 
unthinking, they are the moft popular and conviftive 
evidences, adapted to the capacities of the generality 
pf mankind, who are incapable of a long train of ar- 
gumentation. 
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gumentation, or of perceiving the origin of a religion 
from its nature and tendency. 

Now the religion of Jefus is abundantly attefted 
with this kind of evidence. The hiftory of the life 
of Jefus, and his apoftles, is one continued feries of 
miracles. Sight was reftored to the blind, the deaf 
were enabled to hfear, the lame to walk, the maimed 
fumifhed with new-created limbs, the fick healed, the 
rage of winds and feas controled, yea, the dead were 
raifed ; and all this with an air of fovereignty, fuch as 
became a God ; the apoftles were alfo endowed with 
miraculous powers, enabled to fpeak with tongues, 
and communicate the Holy Spirit to others, Thefe 
miracles were done not in a corner, but in the moft 
public places, before numerous fpe^ators, friends and 
foes ; and the perfbns that wrought them appealed to 
them as the evidences of their divine miffion; and the 
account of them is conveyed down to us by the beft 
medium, written tradition, in a hiftory that bears all 
the evidences of credibility, of which any compofure 
of that kind is capable. 

Another extrinfic evidence of the truth of chriftia- 
nity is its extenfive propagation through the world in 
the moft unpromifing circumftances. 

The only religion, befides the Chriftian, which has 
had any very confiderable fpread in the world, is that 
of Mahomet; but we may eafily account for this, 
without fuppofing it divine, from its nature, as indulg- 
ing the lufts of men ; and efpecially from the manner 
of its propagation, not by the force of evidence, but 
by the force of arms. But the circumftances of the 
propagation of chriftianity were quite otherwife, whe- 
ther we confider its contrariety to the corruptions, 
prejudices, and intereftsof men; — the eafinefs of de- 
tecfting it, had it been falfe ; — the violent oppofition 
it met with from all the powers of the earth ; — the in- 
flruments of its propagation ;-— or the meafures they 
took for that purpofe. 

Chriftianity 
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Chriftianity wasdireftly contrary to the corruptions^ 
prejudices, and intercfts of mankind. It grants no 
indulgence to the corrupt propenfions of a degenerate 
World : but requires that univcrfal holinefs of heart 
and life which, as we find by daily obfcrvation, is fo 
ungrateful to them ; and which is the principal reafoft 
that the religion of Jcfus meets with fo much con* 
tempt and oppofition in every age. 

When chriftianity was firft propagated, all nations 
had been educated in fdme other religion; the Jews 
were attached to Mofes, and the Gentiles to their va- 
rious fyftems of heathenifm ; and were all of them 
very zealous for their own religion : but chriftianity 
propofed a new fcheme, and could not take place with- 
• out antiquating or exploding all other religions ; and 
therefore it was contrary to the inveterate prejudices 
of all mankind ; and could never have been fo gene- 
rally received, if it had not brought with it the moft 
evident credentials ; efpecially confidering that fome of 
Its doftrines were fuch as feemed to the Jews a ftum- 
bling block, and to the Greeks fooliftmefs ; particular- 
Iv that one of obfcure birth and low life, who was pub- 
licly executed as a flave and malefaftor, fhould be 
worfhipped and honoured as God, upon pain of ever- 
lafting damnation I that there fhould be a refurreftion 
of the dead : the laft of which was an objeft of ridicule 
to all the wits and philofophers of the heathen world. 
— ^Again, as fome religion or other was eftablifhed in 
all nations, there were many, like Demetrius and his 
craftfmen, whofe temporal livings andintereft depended 
upon the continuance of their religion ; and if that 
was changed, they fell into poverty and difgracc. There 
was a powerful party in every nation, and they would 
exert themfelves to prevent the fpread of an innovation 
fo dangerous to their intereft, which we find by all 
hiftories of thofe times they aftually did. And yet 
the defpifed religion of Jefus triumphed over all their 
oppofition, and maintained its credit in fpite of all their 

endeavours 
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endeavours to deteft it as an impofture ; and this proves 
it was not an impofture ; for. 

In the next place, it was eafy to have detefted chrifti* 
anity as an impofture, nay, it was impoffible it fhould 
not have been deteftwl, if it had been fuch •, for the 
great fads upon which the evidence of it refted, were 
faid to be obvious and public, done before thoufands, 
and in all countries ; for wherever the apoftles travelled, 
they carried their miraculous po^yers along with them. 
Thoufands muft know whether Chrift had fed many 
thoufands witjj provifions only ftifficient for a few; 
whether Lazarus was raifed from the dead before the 
admiring multitude ; whether the apoftles fpoke with 
tongues to thofe various nations among whom they 
endeavoured to propagate their religion (as indeed they 
muft have done, otherwife they would not have been 
underftood.) Thefe things, and many others, upon 
which the evidence of chriftianity depends, were pub- 
lic in their own nature; and therefore, if they had 
not been matters of faft, the cheat muft have been 
unavoidably deteded, efpecially when fo many were 
concerned to deted it. 

Farther : chriftianity met with the moft ftrenuous 
oppofition from all the powers of the earth. The 
Jewiih rulers and moft of the populace were implacable 
enemies ; and as they lived on the fpot where its 
miraculous atteftations were faid to be given, it was in 
their power to crufti it in its birth, and never have 
fufFered it to fpread farther, had it not been attended 
with invincible evidence. All the power of the Ro- 
man empire was alfo exerted for its extirpation j and 
its propagators and difciples could exped no profit or 
pleafure by it, but were affured from the pofture of 
affairs, from daily experience, and from the predic- 
tions of their mafter, that they ftiould meet with 
ihame, perfecution, and death itfelf in its moft tre- 
mendous ftiapes 5 and in the next world they could ex- 
ped nothing, even according to their own dodrine, 
but everlafting damnation, if they were wilful impof- 
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tors : and yet, in fpite of all thefe difcouragements^ 
they couragcoufly perfifted in their teftimony to thei 
laft, though they might have fecured their lives, and 
helped their fortunes (as Judas did) by retrafting it j 
nay, their teftimony prevailed in defiance of all oppo-s 
iition \ multitudes in all nations then known embraced 
the faith ; though they expe<5):ed tortures and death 
for it • and in a few centuries, the vaft and mighty 
Roman empire fubmitted to the religion of a crucified 
Jefus. And who were thofe mighty heroes that thus 
triumphed over the world ? Why, to our furprize. 

The inftruments of the propagation of Chriftianity 
were a company of poor mechanics, publicans, tent- 
makers, and fiihermen, from the defpifed nation of 
the Jews ! And by what ftrange powers or arts did 
they make thefe extenfive conquefts ? 

The meafures they took were a plain declaration of 
their religion; and they wrought miracles for its con* 
firmation. They did not ufe the power of the fword, 
no fecular terrors, or bribery; they were without 
learning, without the arts of reafoning and perfuafion ; 
and without all the ufual artifice of feducers to gain 
credit to their impofture. 

Here I cannot but take particular notice of that 
matchlefs fimplicity that appears in the hiftory of 
Chrift and his apoftles. The evangelifts write in that 
artlefs, calm, and unguarded manner, which is natu- 
ral to perfons confident of the undeniable truth of 
what they affert ; they do not write with that fcrupu- 
lous caution which would argue any fear that they 
might be confuted. They fimply relate the naked 
fadks, and leave them to ftand upon their own evi- 
dence. They relate the moft amazing, the moft mov- 
ing things, with the moft cool ferenity, without any 
pa{Ii(Miate exclamations and warm refleftions. For ex- 
ample, they relate the moft aftonifhing miracles, as 
the refurredionof Lazarus, in the moft fimple, and, 
as it were, carclefs manner, without breaking out and 
celebrating the divine power of Chrift, In the fame 
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manner they relate the moft tragical circumftances of 
his condemnation and.death, calmly mentioning mat- 
ter of fad, without any inveftives againft the Jews, 
without any high eulogies upon Chrift's innocence,^ 
without any rapturous celebrations of his grace in fuf- 
fering all thefe things for finners, and without any 
tender lamentations over their deceafed mafter. It is 
impoflible for a heart fo deeply imprefled with fuch 
things, as theirs undoubtedly were, to retain this dif- 
paffionate ferenity, unlefs laid under fupernatural re- 
ftraints ; and there appears very good reafons for this 
reftraint upon them, viz. that the gofpel-hiftory might 
carry intrinfic evidences of its fimplicity and artlefs 
impartiality 5 and that it might appear adapted to 
convince the judgments of men, and nojt merely to 
raife their paffions. In this refpeft, the gofpel-hiftory 
is diftinguifhed from all hiftories in the world : and 
can we think fo plain, fo undifguifed, fo artlefs a com- 
pofure, the contrivance of defigning impoftors ?— • 
Would not a ccmfcioufnefs that they might be deteft- 
cd keep them more upon their guard, and make them 
more ready to anticipate and confine objeftions, and 
take every artifice to recommend their caufe, and pre- 
poflefs the reader in its favour ? 

It only remains under this head, that I fhould 

(4.) Shew that the religion of Jefus propofes fuffi- 
cient excitements to influence our faith and praftice. 

To enforce a fyftem of doftrines and precepts, two 
things are efpecially neceflary, — that they fhould be 
made duty by competent authority, — and matters of 
intereft by a fanftion of rewards and punilhments. To 
which I may add, that the excitements are ftill ftron- 
ger, when we are laid under the gentle obligations of 
gratitude. In all thefe refpefts the chriftian religion 
has the moft powerful enforcements. 

The authority upon which we are required to re- 
ceive the dodtrines, and obferve the precepts of chrif. 
tianity, is no lefs than the authority of God, the fu- 
preme Lawgiver and infallible Teacher -, whofc wif- 
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dom to prefcribc and right to command, are indifputa- 
'ble; and we may fafcly fubmit our undcrftandings to 
his inftruftions, however myfterious, and our wills to 
his injunftions, however difficult they may feem to us. 
This gives the religion of Jefus a binding authority 
upon the confcicnces of men ; which is abfolutely ne- 
cefTary to bring piety and virtue into praftice in the 
world ; for if men are left at liberty, they will follow 
their own inclinations, however wicked and pernicious. 
And in this refpeft chriftianity bears a glorious pre- 
ference to all the fyftems of morality compofed by the 
heathen philofophers ; for though there were many 
gppd things in them, yet who gpve authority to So- 
crates, Plato, pr Seneca, to aflume the province of 
lawgivers aqd diftators to mankind, and prefcribe to 
their confciefices ? — All they could do was to teach, to 
advife, to perfuade^ to reafon : but mankind were at 
liberty, after all, whether to take their advice or not. 
And this fhews the neceffity of fupernatural revelation, 
not merely to make known things beyond human ap- 
prehenfion, but to enforce with proper authority fuch 
duties as might be difcovered by man ; fince without 
It they would not have the binding force pf a law. 

As to the fanftion of rewards and punifhments in 
cliriftianity, they are fuch as became a God to annex 
to his majeftic law, fuch as are agrpeable to creatures 
formed for immortality, and fuch as would have the 
moft efFeftual tendency to encourage obedience, and 
prevent fin ; they are no Ids than the mofl: perfeft 
happiijefs and mifery which human nature is capable 
of, and that through an endlefs duration. If thefp 
are not fufficlent to allure rational creatures to obedi^ 
ence, then no confidcrations that can be propofed caa 
have any effcft. Thefe tend to alarm our hopes and 
our fears, the moft vigorous fprings of human adi- 
vity ; and if thefe have no effeft upon us, nothing 
that God can reveal, or our minds conceive, will have 
any efFed. God, by adding the greateft fandions pof- 
fible to his law, ias taken the beft poffible precautions 
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to prevent difobedience ; and fince even thefe do not* 
reftrain men from it, we are fure that lefs would not 
fuffice.— If men will go on in fin, though they be- 
lieve the punifhment due to it will be eternal, then 
much more would they perfift in it, if it were not eter- 
nal; or, if they fay they will indulge themfelves in 
fini becaufe they believe it not eternal, then this proves 
from their own mouth, that it ftiould be eternal in or- 
der to reftrain them. The prevalence of fin in the 
world tends to render it miferable j and therefore, to 
prevent it, as well as to difplay God's eternal regard 
to moral goodnefs, it is fit that he ftiould annex the 
higheft degree of pftniftiment to difobedience in every 
individual ; for the indulgence of fin in one individual 
would be a temptation to the whole rational creation •, 
and, on the other hand, the threatenings of everlafting 
puniftiment to all finners indefinitely, is neceflary to 
deter the whole rational world, and every particular 
perfon from difobedience. Thus in civil government, 
it is neceflary that robbery ftiould be threatened inde- 
finitely with death, becaufe, though one robber may 
take from a man but what he can very well fpare j yet^ 
if every man might rob and plunder his neighbour, 
the co^fequence would be univerfal robbery and con- 
fufion. It is therefore neceflary that the greateft pu- 
niftiment ftiould be threatened to difobedience, both 
to prevent it and to teftify the divine difpleafure againft 
it; which is the primary defign of the threatening; 
gnd fince the penalty was annexed with this view, it 
follows, that it was primarily enaded with a view to 
the happinefs of mankind, by preventing what would 
naturally make them miferable, and but fecondarily 
with a view to be executed; for it is to be executed 
only upon condition of difobedience ; which difobe- 
dience it was intended to prevent, and confequently it 
was not immediately intended to be executed, or en- 
afted for the fake of the execution, as though God 
took a malignant pleafure in the mifery of his crea^ 
t^T^s^ But when the penalty has failed of its primary 
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end, reftnuning ^m fin, then it is fit it fhould anfwef 
its fecondary end, and be executed upon the offender^ 
to keep the reft of reafonable creatures in their obedi- 
ence, to illuftrate the veracity and holinefs of the law- 
giver, and prevent his government from ^ing intp 
contempt. There are the fame reafons that threaten- 
ings fhould be executed when denounced, as for their 
being denounced at firft; for threatcnings never exe- 
cuted, are the fame with no threatenings at all. 

Let me add, that the gofpel lays us under the ftrong- 
cft obligations from gratitude. It not only clearly in- 
forms us of our obligations to God, as the author of 
our being and all our temporal bleflings, which natu* 
ral religion more faintly difcovers, but fuperadds thofe 
more endearing ones derived from the fcheme of man's 
redemption through the death of the eternal Son of 
God. Though the bleflings of creation and Provi- 
dence are great in themfelves, they are fwallowed up, 
SIS it Were, and loft in the love of God ; which is com- 
mended td us by this matchlefs circumftance, " that 
While we were yet finners, Chrift died for us;** and 
while under the conftraints of this love, we cannot but 
devote ourfelves entirely to God, 2 Corinth^ v. 14* 15. 

Thus I have hinted at a few things among the ma- 
ny that might be mentioned to prove the divinity 0/ 
the religion of Jefus, and its fufficiency to bring men 
to repentance and falvation. And if it be fo, why 
ihould itberejefted, or another fought ? — This reminds 
me that I promifed, 

II. To expofe the vanity and unreafonablenefs of 
the objeftions againft the Chriftian Religion, or of de- 
manding another, 6?r. 

What can our ingenious infidels ofFer againft what 
has been faid ? It muft be fomething very weighty 
indeed to preponderate all this evidence. A laugh, 
or a fneer, a pert witticifm, declaiming againft prieft- 
craft and the prejudices of education, artful evafions, 
and fhallow fophifms, the ufual arguments of our pre- 
t^flided free-thinkers, thefe will not fuffice to banter 
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us oxit of our joyful confidence of the divinity of the 
religion of Jeius ; and I may add, thefc will not fuf- 
ficc to indcnmify them. Nothing will be fufficient for 
this but demonftration : it lies upon them to prove 
the chriftian religion to be certainly falfe; otherwife, 
unlefs they are hardened to a prodigy, they muft be 
racked with anxious fears left they fhould find it true 
at leaft to their coft; and left that difmal threatening 
ihould ftand firm againft them : — " He that believetb 
notyjball be damned.*- What mighty objeftions, then, 
have they to offer ? Will they fay that the chriftian 
religion contains myfterious doftrines, which they 
cannot comprehend, which feem to them unaccount- 
able? As that of the Trinity, the Incarnation, and 
Satisfaftion of Chrift, iSc. But will they advance 
their underftanding to be the univerfal ftandard of 
truth ? Will they pretend to comprehend the infinite 
God in their finite minds ? then let them go, and 
meafure the heavens with a fpan, and comprehend the 
ocean in the hollow of their hand. Will they pretend 
to underftand the divine nature, when they cannot 
underftand their own ? when they cannot account for 
or explain the union betwixt their own fouls and bo- 
dies ? Will they rejed myfteries in chriftianity, when 
they muft own them in every thing elfe ? Let them 
firft folve all the phaenomena in nature ; let them give 
us a rational theory of the infinite divifibility pf a 
piece of finite matter j let them account for the feem* 
ingly magical operation of the loadftone j the circur 
lation of the blood upwards as well as downwards, 
contrary to all the laws of motion ; let them inform 
us of the caufcs of the cohefion of the particles of 
matter ; let them tell us, how fpirits can receive ideas 
from material organs-, how they hear and fee, i^c. let 
them give us intelligible theories of thefe things, and 
then they may, with fomething of a better grace, fet 
up for critics upon God and his ways ; but, while they 
are myfteries to themfelves, while every particle of 
matter baf3es their underftandings, it is the moft im^ 
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pious intcUedual pride to rejcft chriftianity upon. the 
account of its myftcries, and to fet up themfclvcs as 
the fuprcme judges of truth. 

Or will they objeft that there are a great many dif- 
ficult and ftrange paflages in fcripture, the meaning 
and propriety of which they do not fee ? And are there 
not many ftrange things in the book of nature, and 
the adminiftration of Providence, the defign and ufe 
of which they cannot fee, many things that to them 
feem wrong and ill-contrived ? Yet they own the world 
was created by God, and that his providence rules it : 
and why will they not allow that the fcripturcs may be 
from God, notwithftanding thefe difficulties and feem- 
ing incongruities? When a learned man can eafily 
raife his difcourfe above the capacity of common peo- 
ple,, will they not condefcend to grant that an infinite 
God can eafily overfhoot their little fouls ? Indeed a 
revelation which we could fully comprehend, would 
not appear the produdion of an infinite mind -, it would 
bearnorefemblance to its Heavenly Father ; and there- 
fore we fliould have reafon to fufpeft it fpurious. It 
is neceflary we fhould meet with difficulties in the 
fcriptures to mortify our pride. But farther, will they 
make no allowance for the diflFerent cuftoms and prac- 
tices of diflFerent ages ? It is certain, that may be 
proper and graceful in one age which would be ridi- 
culous and abfurd in another •, and fince the fcriptures 
were written fo many years ago, we may fafely make 
this allowance for them, which will remove many 
feeming abfurdities. There fhould alfo allowance be 
made for the fcriptures being rendered literally out of 
dead difficult languages ; for we know that many ex^ 
preffions may be bcautifiil and fignificant in one lan- 
guage, which would be ridiculous and nonfenfical if 
literally tranflated into another* Were Homer or Vir- 
gil thus tranflated into Englifti, without regard to the 
idiom of the language, inftead of admiring their beau- 
ties, we fliould be apt to think (as Cowley expreflcs it) 
1^ that one madman had tranflated another madman.'* 
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Will they objeft the wicked lives of its profeflbr^ 
againft the holinefs and good tendency of chriftianity 
itfclf ? But is it chriftianity, as praftifed in the world, 
or chriftianity as taught by Chrift and his apoftles, 
and contmued in the Bible, that I am proving to be 
divine ? You know it is the latter, and confequently 
the poor appearance it makes in the former fenfe, is 
no argument againft its purity and divinity in this. 
Again, are the bad lives of profeftbrs taught and en<- 
joined by genuine .chriftianity, and agreeable to it? 
No ; they are quite contrary to it, and fubverfive of 
it -, and it is fo far from encouraging fuch profeflbrs, 
that it pronounces them miferable hypocrites; and 
their doom will be more fevere than that of heathens* 
Again, are there not hypocritical profeftbrs of mora- 
lity and natural religion, as well as of revealed? Are 
there not many who cry up morality and religion of 
nature, and yet boldly violate its plaineft precepts ? 
If therefore this be a fufficient objeftion agamft chrif-* 
tianity, it muft be fo too againft all religion. Furtha: : 
do men grow better by renouncing the religion of 
Jefus? Obfervation affures us quite the contrary. 
Finally, are there not fome of the profeflbrs of chrif- 
tianity, who live habitually according to it ? who give 
us the beft patterns of piety and virtue that ever were 
exhibited to the world ? This is fufficient to vindicate 
the religion they profcfs, and it is highly injurious to 
involve fuch promifcuoufly in the odium and contempt 
due to barefaced hypocrites. How would this rea- 
foning pleafe the Deifts themfelves in parallel cafes? 
" Some that have no regard to chriftianity have been 
murderers, thieves, &c, therefore all that difregard it 
are fuch." Or " fome that pretended to be honeft^ 
have been found villains ; therefore all that pretend to 
it are fuch; or therefore honefty is no virtue.** 

Or will they change the note, and inftead of plead- 
ing that chriftianity leads to licentiouihefs, objeel: that 
it bears too hard upon the pleafures of mankmd, and 
lays them under too fevere reftraints ? Or that its 

penalties 



Serm. i. of the Cbrijiian Religion: ^'f 

penalries are exceffive and cruel ? But docs it rob 
mankind of any pleafures worthy the rational nature, 
worthy the purfuit of creatures formed for immortali- 
ty, and confiftent with the good of the whole ? It re- 
ftrains them indeed; but it is only as a phyfician re-» 
ftrains his patient from poifon or an improper regimen ; 
it reftrains men from living like beafts -, it reftrains 
them from thofe pleafures which will ruin their fouls 
and bodies in the event •, it reftrains them from grati- 
fying a private paflion at the expence of the public ; 
in fliort, it reftrains them from making thcmfelves 
and others miferable. Hard reftraints indeed ! and 
the Deifts, to be fure, are generous patrons of human 
liberty, who would free us from luch grievances as 
thefe ! However, this objeftion lets us into the fe- 
cret, and informs us of the reafon why our pretended 
free-thinkers are fuch enemies to chriftianity ; it is 
becaufe it checks their lufts, and will not permit them 
to a<5l, as well as to think freely, /. e. as they pleafe. 
If they would content themfelves with manly and ra- 
tional pleafures, they would not count the reftraints of 
chriftianity intolerable ; nay, they would find in it a 
fet of peculiarly noble and refined •pleafures, which 
they might feek in vain elfewhere-, for it is fo far from 
being an enemy to the happinefs of man, that it was 
defigned to promote it; and then we make ourfelves 
miferable when we rejeit it, or it becomes our intereft 
that it fhould be falfe. As to the penalty of everlaft- 
ing puniftiment annexed to fin, which is but a tempo- 
ral evil, I would aflc them whether they are compe- 
tent judges in a matter in which they are parties ? 
Are they capable to determine what degree of punifti- 
ment fliould be inflifted upon difobedience to the infi- 
nite Majefly of heaven, when they are not only ftiort- 
fighted creatures, but alfo concerned in the afl^air, and 
"their judgments may be perverted by felf-intereft ? 
Whether is it moft fit that the Judge of all the earth 
fhould determine this point, or a company of male- 
factors, as they are ? Is it allowed to criminals in 
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civil courts to determine their own doom, and pro- 
nounce their own fentence? If it were, few of them 
would be puniihed at all, and government would fall 
into contempt. Again, let me remind them, that the 
penalty was annexed to prevent difobedience, and fo 
to render the execution needlefs •, and confequently it 
was primarily intended for their good. Why then 
will they fruftrate this defign, and, when they have 
rendered the execution neceflary, complain of its fe- 
verity ? If they think the penalty fo terrible, let them 
watch againft fin, let them accept the falvation the 
gofpel offers, and fo avoid it inftead of quarrelling 
with its feverity, and yet rufhing upon it. Or, if they 
fay they will perfift in fin becaufe they do not believe 
the punifiiment is eternal ; this gives me room to ap* 
peal to themfelves whether a lefs penalty than ever- 
lafting mifery would be fufficient to reftrain them from 
fin; and whether God would have taken all proper 
precautions to prevent fin, if he had annexed a lefs 
punifhment to his law, fince, by their own confeffion^ 
nothing lefs could deter them from it. I ihall only 
add, that as the human foul muft always exift, and 
as by indulgenccwn fin in the prefent ftate it contrads 
fuch habits as render it incapable of happinefs in the 
holy enjoyment of the heavenly world, it muft by a 
natural neceflity be for ever mifcrable, though God 
ihould not exert any pofitive ad: for its punifhment. 
And if the Deifts fay, that punifhment for fome time 
would reclaim offenders from fin, and bring them to 
repentance, the difficulty is not removed, unlefs they 
carl prove that mifery will bring men to love that God 
who inflids it, which they can never do ; — and it is 
evident, that that repentance which proceeds merely 
from felf-love, without any regard to God at all, can 
never be pleafing to him, nor prepare them for hap- • 
pincfs in the enjoyment of him. Punifhment would 
produce a repentance like that of a fick-bed, forced, 
fervile, and tranfitory. 
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- Will they objeft, that miracles are not a fufficient 
evidence of the truth and divinity of a revelation, 
becaufe infernal fpirits may alfo work miracles, as in 
the cafe of the magicians of Egypt, to confirm an im- 
pofture ? But it is known that our free-thinkers ex- 
plode and laugh at the exiftence and power of evil fpi- 
rits in other cafes, and therefore muft not be allowed 
to admit them here to ferve a turn. However, we 
grant there are infernal fpirits, and that they can per- 
form many things above human power, which may 
appear to us miraculous, and yet the evidence in fa- 
vour of chriftianity taken from miracles ftands unfha- 
ken i for ( I ) Can we fuppofe that thefe malignant and 
wicked fpirits, whofe bufinefs it is to feduce men to 
fin and ruin, would be willing to exert their power to 
work miracles to confirm fo holy a religion, a religion 
fo contrary to their defign, and fo fubverfive of their 
kingdom and intereft? This would be wretched po- 
licy indeed. Or if we fhould fuppofe them willing, 
yet, (2) Can we think that God, who has them all 
at his control, would fuiFer them to counterfeit the 
great feal of heaven, and annex it to an impofture ? 
that is, to work fuch miracles as could not be diftin- 
guifhed from thofe wrought by him to atteft an im- 
pofture ? Would he permit them to impofe upon manr- 
kind in a manner that could not be detefted ? This 
would be to deliver the world to their management, 
and fuffer them to lead them blindfold to hell in una- 
vc^dable delufion : for miracles are fuch dazzling and 
pompous evidences, that the general run of mankind 
could not refift them, even though tliey were wrought 
to atteft a religion that might be demonftrated by a 
long train of fublime reafoning to be falfe. God may 
.indeed fuflFer the devil to mimic the miracles wrought 
by his immediate hand, as in the cafe of Jannes and 
Jambres 5 but then, as in that cafe too, he will take 
care to excel them, and give fome diftinguifliing marks 
of his almighty agency, which all mankind may eafily 
difcriminatc from the utmoft exertion of infernal 
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power. But though Satan fliould be willing, and 
God fhouid permit him to work miracles, yet, (3) 
Can wc fuppofe that all the united powers of hell 
linked, are able to work fuch aftonifliing miracles as 
were wrought for the confirmation of the chriftian re- 
ligion? Can we fuppofe that they can control the 
laws of nature at pleafure, and that with an air of fo- 
vereignty, and profefTing themfelves the lords of the 
univerfe, as we know Chrift did ? If we can believe 
this, then we deify them, and may as well afcribe the 
creation and prefervation of the world to them. If 
they could exert a creating power to form new limbs 
for the maimed, or to multiply five loaves and two 
fifhes into a fufficicnt quantity of food for five thou- 
fand, and leave a greater quantity of fragments when 
that wer€ done than the whole provifion at firft, tlien 
they might create the world, ahd fupport all the crea- 
tures in it; If they could animate the dead and re- 
mand the feparate foul back to its former habitation, 
and reunite it with the body, then I fee not why they 
might not have given us life at firft. But to fuppofe 
this, would be to dethrone the King of Heaven, and 
renounce his providence entirely. We therefore reft 
aflured that the miracles related in the fcriptures were 
xvrought by the finger of God* 

But our free-thinkers will urge. How do we at this 
diftance know that fuch miracles were adually wrought ? 
they are only related in fcripture-hiftory ; but to prove 
the truth of fcripture from arguments that fuppofe the 
fcripture true, is a ''ridiculous method of reafoning, 
and only a begging of the qucftion. But (i) the re- 
ality of thofe miracles was granted by the enemies of 
chriftianity in their writings againft it; and they had 
no anfwer to make, but this forry one, that they were 
wrought by the power of magic. They never durft 
deny that they were wrought; for they knew all the 
world could prove it. Indeed, an honourable tefti- 
inony concerning them could not be expefted from in- 
fidels j for it would be utterly inconfiftent that they 

Ihould 



Serirt, I. of the Chrijiian Religion. loi 

ihould own thefe miracles fufficient atteftations of 
chriftianity, and yet continue infidels. And this may 
onfwer an unreafonable demand of the Deifts, that we 
ihould produce fome honourable teftimony concerning 
thefe atteftations from Jews and Heathens, as well as 
from Chriftians, who were parties. We ihould have 
much more reafon to fufpeft the teftimony of the for- 
mer as not conviaive when it did not convince the 
perfons themfelves. But, 

(2.) As thefe miracles were of fo public a nature, 
and as fo many were concerned to deted them, that 
they would unavoidably have been detefted when re- 
Jated in words if they had not been done j fo, for the 
fame reafons, they could not but have been detected 
when related in writing ; and this we know they never 
were. If thefe miracles had not been matters of un- 
doubted fad, they could not have been inferted at firft 
in the gofpel-hiftory ; for then many thoufands in va- 
rious countries were alive to confute them; and they 
could not have been intruded into it afterwards, for 
all the world would fee that it was then too late, and 
that if there had been fuch things, they (hould have 
heard of them before : for they were much more ne- 
ceflary for the firft propagation of chriftianity than for 
its fupport when received. 

But it may be objedted. How can we at this diftance 
know that thefe hiftories are genuine ? May they not 
have been corrupted, and many additions made to 
them by defigning men in ages fincc ? And why is it 
not alfo aflced, how do we know that there were fuch 
men as Alexander, Julius Caefar, or King William the 
Third ? How do we know but their hiftories are all 
romance and fable ? How do we know that there 
were any generations of mankind before ourfelves ? 
How do we know but all the adts of parliament of 
former reigns are corrupted, and we are ruled by im- 
pofitions ? In fliort. How can we know any thing, 
. but what we have feen with our eyes ? We may as 
larell make difficulties of all thefe things, and fo de- 
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ftroy all human teftimony, as fcruple the genuincnefs 
of the facred writings ; for never were any writings 
conveyed down with fo good evidence of their being 
genuine and uncorrupted as thefe. Upon their firft 
publication they were put into all hands, they were 
fcattered into all nations, tranflated into various lan- 
guages, and all perufed them ; either to be taught by 
them, or to cavil at them. And ever fince, they have 
been quoted by thoufands of authors, appealed to by 
all parties of chriftians, as the fupreme judge of con- 
troverfies; and not only the enemies of chriftianity 
have carefully watched them to deteft any alterations 
which pious fraud might attempt to make, but one 
fed of chriftians has kept a watchful eye over the other, 
left they fhould alter any thing in favour of their own 
caufe. And it is matter of aftonifhment as well as 
convi(ftion, that all the various copies and tranflations 
of the fcriptures in different nations and libraries are 
fubftantially the fame, and differ only in matters of 
fmall moment ; fo that from the worft copy or tranfla- 
tion in the world, one might eafily learn the fubftance 
of chriftianity. 

Or will our infidels infift to be eye-witneffes of thefe 
fafts ? Muft one arife from the dead, or new miracles 
be wrought to convince them by occular demonftra- 
tion ? This is a moft unreafonable demand, for ( i ) 
The continuance of miracles in every age would be 
attended with numerous inconveniences. For exam- 
ple. Multitudes muft be born blind, deaf, or dumb ; 
multitudes muft be afflifted with incurable difeafes, 
and poffeffed by evil fpirits ; multitudes muft be dif- 
turbed in the fleep of death ; and all the laws of na- 
ture muft be made precarious and fickle, in order to 
leave room for miraculous operations \ and all this to 
humour a company of obftinate infidels, who would 
not believe upon lefs ftriking though entirely fufficient 
.evidence. ( 2. ) The continuance of miracles from age 
to age would deftroy their very nature, to which it is 
JB^fential, that they be rare and extraordinary ; for what 

is 
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is ordinary and frequent, we arc apt to afcribc to the 
eftabliftied laws of nature, however wonderful it be 
in itfelf. For example, if we faw dead bodies rife 
from their graves, as often as we fee vegetables fpring 
from feed rotten in the earth, we fhould be no more 
furprifed at the one phaenomenon than we are at the 
other, and our virtuofi would be equally bufy to affign 
fome natural caufe for both. 

And had we never feen the fun rife until this morn- 
ing, we ihouldjuftly have accounted it as great a mi- 
racle as any recorded in the fcripturcs •, but becaufe it 
is common, we ncgleft it as a thing of courfc. In- 
deed, it is not any thing in the event itfelf, or in the 
degree of power neceffary for its accompliftiment, that 
. renders it miraculous, but its being uncommon, and 
out of the ordinary courfe of things ; for example, 
the generation of the human body is not in itfelf lefs 
aftonilhing, nor does it require lefs power, than its 
refurreftion : the revolution of the fun in its regular 
courfe, is as wonderful, and as much requires a divine 
power, as its ftanding ftill in the days of Jolhua. But 
we acknowledge a miracle in the one cafe, but not in 
the other, becaufe the one is extraordinary, while the 
other frequently occurs. Hence it follows, that the 
frequent repetition of miracles, as often as men are 
pleafed to plead the want of evidence to excufe their 
infidelity, would deftroy their very nature ; and con- 
fequently, to demand their continuance is to demand 
an impoffibility. But (3) Suppofe that men fhould 
be indulged in this requeft, it would not probably 
bring them to believe. If they are unbelievers now, 
it is not for want of evidence, but through wilful 
blindnefs and obftinacy, and as they that will fhutS 
their eyes can fee no more in meridian light than in the 
twilight, fo they that rejeft a fufficiency of evidence 
would alfo refift a fuperfluity of it. Thus the Jews, 
who were eye-witneffes of the miracles recorded in the 
fcriptures, continued invincible infidels ftill. They 
had always fome trifling caval ready to objed: againft 

the 
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the brighteft evidence. And thus our modern infidels 
would no doubt evade the force of the moft miracu- 
lous atteftation by fome wretched hypothefis or other ! 
they would look upon miracles either as magical pro-, 
duftions, or illufions of their fenfes ; or rather, as na- 
tural and neceflary events, which they would indeed 
have fome reafon to conclude, if they were frequently 
performed before their eyes. Some have pretended 
to doubt of the exiftence and perfeftions of God, not- 
withftanding the evidences thereof upon this magni- 
ficent ftruftiire of the univerfe -, and muft God be al-. 
ways creating new worlds before thefe obftinate crea- 
tures for their conviftion ? Such perfons have as much 
reafon to demand it in this cafe, as our Deifts have to 
infift for new miracles in the other. I might add, that- 
fuch glaring evidence, as, like the light of the fiin, 
would force itfelf irrefiftibly upon the minds of the 
moft relaxant, would not leave room for us to fhow 
our regard to God in believing, for we fhould then 
believe from extrinfic neceflity, and not from choice. 
It is therefore moft correfpondent to our prefent ftatc 
of probation, that there fhould be fomething in the 
evidence of a divine revelation to try us ; fomething 
that might folly convince the teachable, and yet not 
remove all umbrages for cavilling from the obftinate. 

Thus I have anfwered as many objeftions as the 
bounds of a fermon would admit ; and 1 think they 
are the principal ones which lie againft my fubjedt in 
the view I have confidered it. And as I have not 
defignedly fele<5ted the weakeft, in order to an eafy 
triumph, you may look upon the anfwers that have 
been given as a ground of rational prefumption, that 
all other objeftions may be anfwered with equal eafe. 
Indeed, if they could not, it would not invalidate the 
pofitive arguments in favour of chriftianity ; for when 
we have fufficient pofitive evidence for a thing, we do 
not rcjeft it, becaufe it is attended with fome difficul- 
ties which we cannot folve. 

My 
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My time will allow me to make but two Of three 
fliort refleftions upon the whole. 

1. If the religion of Jefus be attefted with fuch full 
evidence, and be fufficient to conduft men to everlaft- 
ing felicity^ then how helplefe are they that have en- 
joyed it all their life without profit -, who either rejeft 
it as falfe, or have not fdt its power to reform tncir 
hearts and lives ? It is the laft remedy provided for 
a guilty world ; and if this fails, their difcafe is in- 
curable^ and they are not to expeft better means. 

2. If the religion of Jefus be true, then wo unto 
the wicked of all forts v wo to infidels both practical 
and fpeculative, for all the curfes of it are in full force 
againft them, and I need not tell you how dreadful 
they are. 

3. If the religion of Jefus be true, then I congra- 
tulate fuch of you, whofe hearts and lives are habitually 
conformed to it, and who have ventured your ever- 
lafting All upon it. You build upon a fure founda- 
tion, and your hope fhall never make you afhamed. 

Finally, Let us all ftrive to become rational and 
pradical believers of this heaven-born religion. Let 
our underftandings be more rationally and thoroughly 
convinced of its truth ; and our hearts and lives be 
more and more conformed to its purity ; and ere long 
we fhall receive thofe glorious rewards it enfures to all 
its finccre difciples -, which may God grant to us all 
for Jefus' fake. Amen ! 



SERMON II. 

The Method of Salvation through Jefus Chrift. 

John iii. 16. For Godfo loved the worlds that he gave 
bis only begotten Son, that whofoever believetb in him 
Jhould notperijh^ but have ever lofting life. 

I HAVE been folicitoufly thinking in what way my 
■ life, redeemed from the grave, may be of moft 
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fcrvice to my dear people. And I would coUcft all 
the feeble remains of my ftrcngth into one vigorous 
effort this day to promote this benevolent end. If I 
knew what fubjeft has the moft direft tendency to favc 
your fouls, that is the fubjeft to which my heart 
would cling with peculiar endearment, and which I 
would make the matter of the prefent difcourfe. 

And when I confider I am fpeaking to an aflembly 
of finners, guilty, depraved, helplefs creatures, and 
that, if ever you be faved, it will be only through 
Jefus Chrift, in that way which the gofpel reveals; 
when I confider that your everlafting life -and happi- 
nefs turn upon this hinge, namely, the reception you 
give to this Saviour, and this way of falvation ; I fay, 
when I confider thefe things, I can think of nofub- 
jeft I can more properly choofe than, to recommend 
the Lord Jefus to your acceptance, and to explain and 
inculcate- the method of falvation through his media- 
tion ; or, in other words, to preach the pure gofpel 
to you ; for the gofpel, in the moft proper fenfe, is 
nothing elfe but a revelation of a way of falvation for 
finncrs of Adam's race. 

My text furnifties me with proper materials for my 
purpofe. Let heaven and earth hear it with wonder, 
joy, and raptures of praife ! God fo loved the worlds 
that he gave his only begotten Son^ that whofoever or 
that every one that believe th in himjhould not perijb\ 
but have everlafting life. 

This is a part of the moft important evening con- 
verfation that ever was held •, I mean, that between 
Chrift and Nicodemus, a Pharifee and ruler of the 
Jews. Our Lord firft inftrufts him in the doftrine 
of 'regeneration, that grand conftituent of a chriftian, 
and pre-requifite to our admiflion into the kingdom 
of heaven ; and then he proceeds to inform him of 
the gofpel-method of falvation, which contains thefe 
two grand articles, the death of Chrift, as the great 
foundation of bleflcdnefs ; and faith in him, as the 
great qualification upon the part of the finner.— He 
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prefents this important do(5hine to us in various forms, 
with a very iignificant repetition. AsMofes lifted up 
the ferfent in the wildernefsy even fo Jhall the Stm of man 
be lifted up ; that is, hung on high on a crofs, that 
^bofoever believeth in him fhauld not perijby but have 
everlafting life. Then follows my text, which ex- 
prefles the fame doftrine with great force '.^-^odfo 
loved the worlds that he gave bis only begotten Son^gave 
him up to deaths that wbofoever believeth in himfhould 
not perijh^ but have everlafting life. He goes on to 
mention a wonder. This earth is a rebellious pro- 
vince of Jehovah's dominions, and therefore if his 
Son ftiould ever vifit it, one would think it would be 
as an angry judge, or as the executioner of his Fa* 
ther's vengeance. But, O aftoniftiing ! God fent not 
his Son into the world to condemn the worlds but that 
the world through him might befanjed. Hence the terms 
of life and deatt are thus fixed. He that believeth in 
him is not condemned: but be that believeth not is con- 
demned already^ becaufe he bath not believed in the name 
0f the only begotten Son of God. Sure the heavenly 
rivers of pleafure flow in thefe verfes ! Never, me- 
thinks, was there fo much gofpel expreflcd in fo few 
words ! Here take the goipel in miniature, and bind 
it to your hearts for ever. Thefe verfes alone, me- 
thinks, are a fufficient remedy for a dying world. 

The truths I would infer from tlie text for prefent 
improvement are thefe :— that without Chrift you are 
aU in a perifhing condition ;— that through Jefus 
Chrift a way is opened for your falvation ;— that the 
grand pre-requifite to your being faved in this way, is 
faith in Jefus Chrift ;— that every one, without excep- 
tion, whatever his former charafter has been, that is 
enabled to comply with this pre-requifite, ftiall certain-^ 
ly be faved -, — and that the conftitution of this method 
of falvation, or the miffion of Chrift into our world, as 
the Saviour of finners, is a moft ftriking and aftonifli- 
ing inftance and difplay of the love of God. 

^ I- My 
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L My text implies, that without Chrift you are all 
in a periftiing condition. This holds true of you in 
particular, becaufe it holds true of the world univer- 
fally : for the world was undoubtedly in a perifliing 
condition without Chrift, and none but he could re- 
lieve it, otherwife God would npver have given his 
only begotten Son to fave it. God is not oftentatious 
or prodigal of his gifts, efpecially of fo ineftimable a 
gift as his Son, whpm he loves infinitely more than 
the whole creation. So great, fo dear a perfon would 
not have been fent upon a miffion which could have 
been difcharged by any other being. Thoufends of 
rams muft bjeed in facrifice, or ten thoufands of rivers 
.of oil muft flow ; our firft-born muft die for our tranf- 
greflions, and the fruit of our body for the fin of our 
louls 5 or Gabriel, or fome of the upper ranks of anr 
gels, muft leave their thrones, and hang upon a crofs, 
if fuch methods of falvation had bedi fufficient. All 
Jthi$ would ha/e been nothing in comparilbn of thq 
only begotten Son of God leaving his native heaven, 
and all its glories, affuming pur degraded nattire, 
fpending thirty-three long and tedious years in pover- 
ty, difgrace, and perfecution, dying as a malefacftor 
and a flave in the midft of ignominy and torture, and 
ly'mg a mangled breathlefs corpfe in the grave. We 
may be fure there was the higheft degree of neceflity 
for it, otherwife God would not have given up his 
dear Son to fuch an horrid fcene of fufferings. 

This, then^ was the true ftate of the world, and 
confequently yours without Chrift; it was hopelefs 
snd defp^rate in every view. In that fituation there 
would not have been fo much goodnefs in the world 
as to try the efficacy of facrifices, prayers, tears, refor- 
mation, and repentance, or they would have been 
tried in vain. It would have been inconfiftent with 
the honOjUr of the divine perfeftions and government, 
to admit facrifices, prayers, tears, repentance, and re- 
formation, as a fufficient atonement. 

What 
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What a melancholy view of the world have we now 
before us ! We know the ftate of mankind only un- 
der the gracious government of a Mediator ; and we 
but feldom realize what our miferable condition would 
have been, had this gracious adminiftration never been 
fet up. But exclude a Saviour in your thoughts for a 
moment, and then take a view of the world — help- 
iefs !*— hopelefs ! — under the* righteous difpleafure of 
God; and defpairing of relief! — the very fuburbs of 
hell ! — the range of malignant devils !— .the region of 
guilt, mifery, and defpair ! — ^the mouth of the infer- 
nal pit ! — the gate of hell ! — This would have been 
the condition of our world had it not been for that 
Jefus who redeemed it; and yet in this very world he 
is negleAed and defpifed. 

But you will afk me, " How comes it that the world 
was in fuch an undone, helplefs, hopelefs condition 
without Chrift ? or what are the reafons of all this ?'* 

The true account of this will appear from thefe two 
confiderations, that all mankind are finners -, and that 
00 other method but the mediation of Chrift could 
render the falvation of finners confiftent with the ho- 
nour of -the divine perfeftions and government, with 
the public good, and even with the nature of things. 

All mankind are finners. This is too evident to 
need proof. They are finners, rebels againft the 
greateft and beft of beings, againft their Maker, their 
liberal Benefaftor, and their rightful Sovereign, to 
whom they are under ftronger and more endearing ob- 
ligations than fliey can be under to any creature, or 
even to the entire fyftem of creatures ; finners, rebels 
in every part of our guilty globe ; none righteous, 
no, not one; all finners, without exception: finners 
from age to age for thoufands of years : thoufands, 
millions, innumerable multitudes of finners. What 
an obnoxious race is this ! There appears no diffi- 
culty in the way of juftice to punifti fuch creatures. 
But what feeming infuperable difficulties appear in the 
way of their falvation ! Let me mention a few of 

them 
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them to recommend that blefTed Saviour who has re- 
moved them all. 

If fuch finners be faved^ how fhall the holinefs and 
juftice of God be difplayed ? How fhall he give an 
honourable view of himfelf to all worlds, as a Being 
of pcrfeft purity, and an enemy to all moral evil ? 

If fuch finners be faved, how fhall the honour of the 
divine government and law be fecured ? How will 
the dignity of the law appear, if a race of rebels may 
trifle with it with impunity ? What a forry law muft 
that be that has no fanftions, or whofc^ fandions may 
be difpenfed with at pleafure ? What a contemptible 
government, that may be infulted and reje6ted, and 
the offender admitted into favour without exemplary 
punifhment ! No government can fubfifl upon fuch 
principles of exceffive indulgence. 

How can fuch finners be faved, and yet the good 
of the public fecured, which is always the end of 
every wife and good ruler ? By the public good I do 
not mean the happinefs of mankind alone, but I mean 
the happinefs of all worlds of reafonable creatureg 
colleftively, in comparifon of which the happinefs of 
mankind alone may be only a private interdl, which 
fhould always give way to the public good. Now fin 
has a diredb tendency, not only according to law, but 
according to the nature of things, to fcatter mifery 
and ruin wherever its infedion reaches. Therefore 
the public good cannot be properly confujted without 
giving a loud and efFeftual warning zsmtA all fin, an4 
dealing with offenders in fuch a manner as to deter 
others from offending. But how can this be done ? 
how can the finncr be faved, and yet the evil of fin 
be difplayed, and all other beings be deterred from it 
for ever i How can fin be difcouraged by pardoning 
it.^ its evil difplayed by letting the criminal efcape 
punifhment ? Thefc are fuch difficulties, that nothing 
but divine wifdom could ever furmount them. 

Thefe difficulties lie in the way of a mere pardon 
and exemption from punifhment: but falvation in- 
cludes 
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dudes more than this. When finncrs arc favcd, they 
are not only pardoned but received into high favour, 
made the children, the friends, the courtiers of the 
ICing of Heaven. They are not only delivered from 
punilhment, but alfo advanced to a ftate of perfeft 
pofitive happinefs ; and nothing fhort of this can ren- 
der fuch creatures as we happy. Now, in this view, 
the difficulties rife ftill higher, and it is the more wor- 
thy of obfervation, as this is not generally the cafe in 
human governments *, and as men are apt to form their 
notions of the divine government by human, they arc 
lefs fenfible of thefe difficulties. — But this is indeed 
the true ftate of the cafe here ; how can the finner be 
iiot only delivered from punifhment, but alfo advanc- 
ed to a ftate of perfed happinefs ? not only eicape the 
difpleafure of his offended Sovereign, but be received 
into full fgt|aur, and advanced to the higheft honour 
and dignity ? . how can this be clone without cafting a 
cloud over the purity and juftice of the Lord of all ; 
without finking his law and government into contempt; 
without diminiftiing the evil of fin, and emboldening 
others to venture upon it, and fo at once injuring the 
charafter of the fupreme Ruler, and the public good ? 
How can finners, I fay, be faved without the falvation 
being attended with thefe bad confequences ? 

And here you muft remember, that thefe confe- 
quences muft be provided againft. To fave men at 
random, without confidering the confequences, to dif- 
tribute happinefs to private perfons with an undiftin- 
guifliing hand, this would be at once inconfiftent with 
the charafter of the fupreme Magiftrate of the uni- 
verfe, and with the public good. Private perfons are 
%t liberty to forgive private offences; nay, it is their 
duty to forgive ; and they can hardly offend by way 
of excefs in the generous virtues of mercy and com- 
poffion. But the cafe is otherwife with a magiftrate; 
He is obliged to confult the dignity of his government 
and the intereft of the public; and he may eafily carry 
his lenity to a very dangerous extreme, and by his ten^- 

dernefs 
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dernefs to criminals do an extenfivc injury to the ftate. 
This is particularly the cafe with regard to the great 
God, the univerfal fupreme Magiftrate of all worlds. 
And this ought to be ferioufly confidered by thofe men 
of loofe principles among us, who look upon God 
only under the fond charafter of a father, or a being 
of infinite mercy; and thence conclude, they hav6 
little to fear from him for all their audacious iniqui- 
ties. There is no abfolute neceffity that finners fhould 
be faved: juftice may be fuffered to take place upon 
them. — But there is the moft abfolute neceffity that 
the Ruler of the world ftiould both be, and appear to 
be, holy and juft. There is the moft abfolute neceC- 
fity that he ftiould fupport the dignity of his govern- 
ment, and guard it from contempt, that he ftiould 
ftrike all worlds with a proper horror oflfin, and re- 
prefent it in its genuine infernal colours, and fo con- 
lult the good of the whole, rather than a part. There 
is, I fay, the higheft and moft abfolute neceflity for 
thefe things ; and they cannot be difpenfed with as 
matters of arbitrary pleafurc. And unlefs thefe ends 
can be anfwered in the falvation of men, they cannot 
te faved at all. No, they muft all perifh, rather than 
God fhould aft out of charafter, as the fupreme Ma- 
giftrate of the univerfe, or beftow private favours to 
criminals, to the detriment of the public. 
. And in this lay the difficulty. Call a council of all 
the fages and wife men of the world, and they can ne- 
ver get over this difliculty, without borrowing affift- 
ance from the gofpel. Nay, this, no doubt, puzzled 
all the angelic intelligences, who pry fo deep into the 
myfteries of heaven, before the gofpel was fully re- 
vealed. Methinks the angels, when they faw the fall 
of man, gave him up as defperate. " Alas ! (they 
cried) the poor creature is gone ! he and all his nu- 
merous race are loft for ever." This, they knew, had 
been the doom of their fellow angels that finned -, and 
could they hope better for man ? Then they had not 
fcen any of the wonders of pardoning love and mercy ; 

and 
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md could they hftve once thought that ibat gloriou9 
perfon, who filled the middle throne, and was their 
Creator and Lord, \(rould ever become a man, and 
die, like a criminal, to redeem an inferior rank of crea- 
tures ? No, this thought they would probably have 
ihuddered at as blafphemy* 

And muft we then give up ourfclves and all our 
iace OS loft beyond recovery ? There are huge and 
foemingly infuperable difficulties in the way -, and we 
have feen that neither men nor angels can prefcribe 
any relief. But^«^, O ye heavens^ for the Lord bath 
done it : Jbout ye lower parts of the eartb : ireak forth 
into^ngingy ye mountains y O for eft ^ and every tree tbere^ 
in V for the Lord bath redeemed Jacobs and glorified bim^ 
felf in IfraeL Ifaiah xliv. ^3, Which leads me tp 
add, 

Ih My text implies, that through Jefus Chrift a way 
is opened for your falvation. He, and he only was 
found equal to the undertaking •, and before him all 
thefe mountains became a plain; aU thefe difficulties 
vaniih ; and now God can be juft, can fecure the dig^ 
nity of his character, as the Ruler of the world, and 
anfwer all the ends of government, and yet juftify ^4 
Tave the iinner that beliveth in Jefus. 

This is plainly implied in this glorious epitome of 
the gofpel : God fo loved the worlds that be gate bis 
only begotten Son^ that wbofopver helievetb in bim^fbould 
n$t perijb^ but have everlafiing life. Without this gift 
fill was Iqft : but now, whoii>cyer belicveth in him 
may be faved i faved in a moft honourable way. Thi$ 
will appear more particularly if we confider the tenr 
dency the mediation of Chrift had to remove the dif- 
ficulties mentioned* 3ut I wpuld promife two gene- 
ral remarks. 

The firft is. That God being confidered in this afr 
fair in his public charafter, as fiipreme Magiftrate, or 
Governor of the worlds all the punishment which he 
is con cerne d to ice infli£ted upon fin is only fuch as 
mfwers the ends of goverpmtnt. Private revenge 
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muft vent itfelf on the very pcrfon of the offender, 
or be difappointed. But to a ruler, as fuch, it may 
in fome cafes be indifferent, whether the punifhment 
be fuflained by the very peribn that offended, or by 
a fubflitute fuflfering in his flcad. It may alfo be in- 
different whether the very fame punifhment, as to 
kind and degree, threatened in the law, be inflided, 
or a punifhment equivalent to it. If the honour of 
the ruler and his government be maintained, if all dif- 
obedience be properly difcountenanced ; if, in fhort, 
all the ends of government can be anfwered, fuch 
things as thefe are indifferences. Confequently, if 
thde ends fhould be anfwered by ChrifPs fuffering in 
the flead of finners, there would be no objedion againfl 
it. This remark introduces another, namely, (2) 
That Jefus Chrifl was fuch a perfon that his fuffering 
as the fubflitute or furety of dinners, anfwered all the 
ends of government which could be anfwered by the 
execution of the punifhment upon the finners them- 
felves. To impole fuffering upon the innocent, when 
unwilling, is unjufl; but Jefus was willing to under- 
take the dreadful tafk. And befides, he was a perfon. 
(fui juris) at his own difpofal, his own property, and 
therefore he had a right to difpofe of his life as he 
pleafed ; and there was a merit in his confenting to that 
which he was not obliged to previous to his confent* 
He was alfo a perfon of infinite dignity, and infinite- 
ly beloved by his Father; and thefe confiderations 
rendered the merit of his fufferings for a fhort time, 
and another kind of punifhment than that of hell, 
equal, more than equal to the everlafling fufferings of 
finners themfelves. Jefus Chrifl was alfo above law ; 
that is, not obliged to be fubjecft to that law which he 
had made for his creatures, and confequently his obe- 
dience to the law, not being neceflary for himfelf, 
might be imputed to others : whereas creatures are 
incapable of works of fupererogation, or of doing 
more than they are bound to do, being obliged to 
obey their divine lawgiver for themfelves to the utmofl 

extent 
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extent of their abilities, and confequendy their obe-' 
dience, however perfed, can be iufficient only for 
themfelves, but cannot be imputed to others. Thus 
it appears, in general, that the ends of government 
are as efFedually anfwered by the fuiFerings of Chrifl: 
in the room of finners, as they could be by the ever- 
lafting punifliment of the finners themfelves ; nay, we 
fhall prefently find they are anfwered in a more ftriking 
and illuftrious manner. To mention particulars : 

Was it neceflary that the holinefs and juftice of God 
fhould be dlfplayed in the falvation of finners ? See 
how bright they fliine in a fuflFering Saviour ! Now 
it appears that luch is the holinefs and Juftice of God, 
that he will not let even his own Son eu:ape unpunish- 
ed, when he ftands in the law-place of finners, though 
guilty only by the flight flain (may I fo fpcak) of im- 
putation. Could the execution of everlaAing punifli- 
ment upon the hateful criminals themfelves ever give 
fo bright a difplay of thefe attributes? It were im- 
poflibie. Again, 

Was it a difiiculty to fave finners, and yet maintain 
the rights of the divine government, and the honour 
of the law ? See how this difiiculty is removed by 
the obedience and death of Chrift ! Now it appears, 
that the rights of the divine government arc fofacred 
and inviolable, that they muft be maintained, though 
the darling Son of God fliould fall a facrifice to juftice; 
and that not one ofiFence againft this government can 
be pardoned, without his making a full atonement. 
Now it appears, that the fupreme Ruler is not to be 
trifled with, but that his injured honour muft be re- 
paired, though at the expence of his Son's blood and 
life. Now, the precept of the law is perfedly obey* 
cd in every part, and a full equivalent to its penalty 
endured, by a perfon of infinite dignity •, and it is 
only upon this footing, that is, of complete fatisfadion 
to all the demands of the law, that any of the rebel- 
lious fons of men can be reftored into favour. This 
IS a fatisfaftion which Chrift alone could give: to fin- 
ners 
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Ijcrs it is utterly impoffiblc, either by doing or fufFer- . 
2ng. They cannot do all the things that are written in 
the liw ; nor can they endure its penalty, without being 
for ever miferable: and therefore the law has receiv- 
id jEt more complete fatisfaftion in Chrift than it would 
jCver receive JFrom the offenders tfiemfelves. Further, 

Was it a difficulty how finners rtight be faved, and 
yet the evil of fin be difplayed in all its horrors ? Go 
to the crofs of Chfift ; there, ye fools that make a 
mock of fin, there learn its malignity, and its hateful^ 
liefe to the great God. Ther^ you may fee it is fo 
great an evil, that when it is but imputed to the man 
that is God's fellow, as the furety of finners, it can- 
not efcape punifhment. No, when that dreadful ftain 
lay upon hinu immediately the commifBoh was given 
to divine juftice. Awake Ofword^ a^ainfiwyjbepberdj 
Ugainft the man thai is my fellow^ faith the Lord of bofis ; 
friite ibefiefberd. Zech. xiii. 7.r-When Chrfi: ftood 
ih the rdbrti of finners, ^veh the Father fpared not his 
own Son, but gave him up to death. ' That the cri*' 
iniiials thcrtifclvfes, who are ah inferior rate of crea- 
iiures, ffiould not efcape would not be ftrange : but 
What' Ifi cnbrmous evil muft that be, which cannot be 
connived at even in the favourite of heaven, the only 
begotten Son of God ! Surely nothing befides could 
give fo ftriking a difplay of its malignity ! , 

Was it a difficulty how to reconcile the falvation of 
fihh6rs, and the public good ? that is, how to forgive 
fin, and yet give an effeftual warning againft it? 
How to receive the firmer into favour, and advance 
him to the higheft honour and happinefs, and in th^ 
imean time deter all other beings froih offending ? All 
this is provided for in the fufferings of Chrift a^ a fure- 
ty. Let all worlds look to his crofs, and receive the 
Wat*hihg which his wounds, and groans, and blood, 
and dying agonies proclaim aloud ; and fure they cart 
hever dare tb offend after the example of mah. Now 
ihey may fee that the only inftance of pardon to be 
jfoiuld ih the univerfc was not brought about but by 
' • fuch 
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fuch means as are hot likely to be repeated ; by th& 
incarnation and death of the Lord of Glory. And can 
^ they flatter themfclves that he will leave his throne, 
and hang upon a cro&, as often as any of his creatures 
wantonly dare to offend him ? No i fuch a miracle 
as this, the utmoft e£Fort of divine grace, is not often 
to be renewed; and therefore, if they dare to fin, it 
is atdieir peril. They have no reaibn to flatter them- 
felves they fliall be favoured like ^len man -, but ra- 
ther to expeA they Ihall Ihare in the doom of the fid- 
len angeis. 

Or if they ihould think fin may efcape with but a 
flight punifiiment, here they may be convinced of the 
contrary. If the Darling of Heaven, the Lord of 
Glory^ though perfbnally jnnocent, fufFers {o much 
when fin is but imputed to him, what fhall the fin- 
ners themfelves feel, who can claim no favour upon 
the footing of their own importance, or perfonal inno- 
cence ? ** If thcfe things be done in the green tree, 
what fhall be done in the dry ?" 

Thus, my brethren, you may fee how a way is o- 
pened through Jefus Chr'iA for our falvation. All 
the ends of government may be anfwered, and yet 
you pardonecl, and made happy. Thofe attributes of 
the divine nature, fuch as mercy and juftice, wl^h 
feemed to clafti, are now reconciled; now they mingle 
their beams, and both fliine with a brighter glory in 
the falvation of finncrs, than either of them could a- 
part. And muft you not acknowledge this divine 
God-like icheme ? C'in you look round you over the 
works of the creation, and fee the divine wifdom in 
every objeft, and can you not perceive the divine a- 
gency in this flill more glorious work of redemption 9 
Redemption, which gives a full view of the Deity, 
not as the fun in eclipfe, half dark, half bright, but as 

A God all o*er, confammate, abfoluce. 

Full orb'd, in his whole round of rays complete. Yovng. 

And fliall not men and angels join in wonder and 
|)raife at the furyey of this amazing fcheme ? Angels 

are 
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are wrapt in wonder and praife, and will be fo to all 
eternity. See ! how they pry into this myftery ! hark, 
how they fing ! " Glory to God in the highdH ;*• and 
celebrate the Lamb that was flain ! And fliall not 
men, who are perTonally interefted in the aflfair, join 
with them ? O ! are there none to Join with them in 
this aficmbly ? Surely, none can refufe ! 
, Now, fince all obftrudlions are removed on God's 
part, that lay in the way of our falvation^ why ihould 
we not all be faved together ? What is there to hin- 
der our crowding into heaven promifcuoufly ? Or what 
is there reauifite^n our part, in order to make us 
partakers or this falvation ? Here it is proper to pafs 
on to the next truth inferred from the text, namely, 

III. That the grand pre-requifite to your being fav- 
ed in this way, is faith in Jefus Chrift. Though the 
obftruftions on God*s part are removed by the death 
of Chrift, yet there is one remaining in the (inner, 
which cannot be removed without his confent; and 
which, while it remains, renders his falvation impof- 
fible in the nature of things ; that is, the depravity 
and corruption of his nature. Till this is cured, he 
cannot relifti thofe fruitions and employments in which 
the happinefs of heaven confifts, and confequently he 
canpot be happy there. Therefore there is a neceffity, 
in the very nature of things, that he fhould be made 
holy, in order to be faved; nay, his falvation itfelf 
confifts in holinefs. Now, faith is the root of all ho- 
linefs in a finner. Without a firm realizing belief of 
the great truths of the gofpel, it is impoflible a finner 
fhould be fanftified by their influence : and without ^ 
particular faith in Jefus Chrift, he cannot drive from 
him thofe fanftifying influences by which alone he can 
be made holy, and which are conveyed through Jefus 
Chrift, and through him alone. 

Further : It would be highly incongruous, and in- 
deed impoflible, to fave a finner againft his will, or in 
a way he diflikes. Now, faith, as you (hall fee pre- 
fently, principally confifts in a hearty confent to and 

approbation 
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approbation of the way of falvation through Jefus 
Chrift, the only way in which a finner can be faved 
confiftently with the divine honour ; fo that the con- 
ftitution of the gofpel is not only juft, but as merciful 
as it can be, when it ordains, that only he that believeth 
Jball be faved \ but that he that believeth notj Jball be 
damned. 

Again : We cannot be faved through Jefus Chrift, 
till his righteoufnefs be fo ^r made ours as that it will 
anfwer the demands of the law for us, and procure 
the favour of God to us -, but his righteoufnefs cannot 
be thus imputed to us, or accounted ours in law, till 
we are fo united to him as to be one in law, or one 
legal perfon with him. Now faith is the bond of 
union; faith is that which interefts us in Chrift; and 
therefore without faith we cannot receive any benefit 
from hid righteoufnefs. 

Here then amoft interefting inquiry prefcnts itfelf : 
*' What is it to believe in Jefus Chrift ? or what is 
that faith which is the grand pre-requifite to falva- 
tion ?" If you are capable of attention to the raoft 
interefting affair in all the world, attend to this with 
the utmoft ferioufnefs and folemnity. 

Faith in Chrift includes fomething fpeculative in 
it ; that is, it includes a fpeculative, rational belief, 
upon the teftimony of God, that Jefus Chrift is the 
only Saviour of men. But yet it is not entirely a fpe- 
culation, like the faith of multitudes among us : it is 
a more praftical experimental thing; and that you 
may underftand its nature, you muft take notice of 
the following particulars. 

( I .) Faith pre-fuppofes a deep fenfe of our undone, 
helplefs condition. I told you before, this is the con- 
dition of the world without Chrift ; and you muft be 
fenfible at heart that this is your condition in particu- 
lar, before you can believe in him as your Saviour. 
He came to be a Saviour in a defperate cafe, when 
no relief could poffibly be had fix)m any other quarter, 
and you cannot receive him under that charaJSter till 

you 
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you feel youriblves in fuch a cafe i therefore, in order 
to your believing, all your pleas and excufes for your 
(ins muft be filenced, all your high conceit of your 
own goodneis muft be mortified, all your dependence 
upon your own righteoufnefe, upon the merit of your 
prayers, your repentance, and good works, muft b^ 
caft down, and you muft feel that indeed you lie at 
mercy, that God may juftly rqeft you for ever, and 
that all you can do can bring him under no obligation 
to fave you. Thefe things you muft be deeply fenfi- 
ble of, otherwife you can never receive the Lord 
Jefus in that view in which he is propofed to you, 
namely, as a Saviour in a defperate cafe* 

I wifh and pray you may this day fee yourfelves in 
this true, though mortifying light. It is the want of 
this fenfe of things that keeps Tuch crowds of perfons 
unbelievers among us. It is the want of this that 
caufes the Lord Jdus to be fo little efteemed, {o little 
fought for, fo little defired among us. In fliort, it is 
the want of this that is the great occafion of fo many 
perifhing from under the gofpel, and, as it were, from 
between the hands of a Saviour. It is this, alas ! 
that caufes them to perifh, like the impenitent thief 
on the crofs, with a Saviour by their fide. O that 
you once rightly knew yourfelves, you would thcii 
ibon know Jefus Chrift, and receive falvation from 
his hands ! 

(2.) Faith implies the enlightening of tlie under-, 
ftanding to difcover the fuitablencfs of Jefus Chrift as 
a Saviour, and the excellency of the way of falvation 
through him. While the finner lies undone and helpr 
lefs in himfelf, and looking about in vain for fome re- 
lief, it pleafes a gracious God to fhine into his heart, 
and enable him to fee his glory in the fece of Jefus 
Chrift. Now this once neglefted Saviour appears not 
only abfolutcly neccfTary, but alfo all-glorious and love- 
ly, and the finner*s heart is rapt away, and -for ever 
captivated with his beauty : now the neglcfted gofpel 
appears in a new light, as different from all his for? 
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mer apprehenfions as if it were quite another thing, 
I have not time at prefent to enlarge upon this difco- 
very of Chrift and the gofpcl which faith includes % 
and indeed fhould I dwell upon it ever folong, I could 
not convey juft ideas of it to fuch of you as have ne- 
ver had the happy experience of it. In (hort, the 
Lord Jefus, and the way of falvation through him, 
appear perfeftly fuitable, all-fufficient, and all-glorious \ 
and in confequence of this, 

(3.) The finner is enabled to embrace this Saviour 
with all his heart, and to give a voluntary cheerful 
confent to this glorious fcheme of falvation. Now all 
his former unwillingnefs and reluftahce are fubdued, 
and his heart no more draws back from the terms of 
the gofpel, but he complies with them, and that not 
merely out of conftraint and neceffity, but out of frtc 
choice^ and with the greateft pleafurc and delight* 
How does his heart now cling to the bleffcd Jefus 
with the moft afFeftionate endearment ! How is he 
loft in wonder, joy, and gratitude at the furvey of the 
divine perfections, as dilplayed in this method of re- 
demption ! How does he rejoice in it, as not only 
bringing happinefs to him, but glory to God ; as mak- 
ing his falvation not only confiftent with, but a bright 
illuftration of, the divine perfedions, and the dignity 
of his government ! While he had no other but the 
low and fclfifh principles of corrupt nature he had no 
concern about the honour of God -, if he might be 
but faved it was all he was folicitous about : but now 
he has a noble generous heart ; now he is concerned 
that God {hould be honoured in his falvation, and this 
method of falvation is recommended and endeared to 
him by the thought that it fecures to God the fupre- 
macy, and makes his falvation fubfervient to the divine 
glory. 

(4.) Faith in Jefus Chrift implies a humble truft 
or dependence upon him alone for the pardon of fin, 
acceptance with God, and every bleflirig. As I told 
you before, the finncr's felf-confidencc is mortified \ 

R ' ht 
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he gives up all hopes of acceptance upon the footing 
of his own righteoufiiefs : he is filled v/ith felf-dcfpair, 
and yet he does not defpair abfolutely ; he does not 
give up himfelf as loft, but has cheerful hopes of be- 
coming a child of God, and being for ever happy, 
guilty and unworthy as he is; and what arc thdfc 
hopes founded upon? Why, upon the mere free 
grace and mercy of God, through the righteoufiiefs 
of Jefus Chrift. On this he ventures a guilty, un- 
worthy, helplefs foul, and finds it a firm, immoveable 
foundation, while every other ground of dependence 
proves but a quickfand. There are many that flatter 
themfclves they put their truft in God ; but their truft 
wants fundry qualifications eflential to a true faith. It 
is not the truft of a humble helplefs foul that draws 
all its encouragement from the mere mercy of God, 
and the free indefinite offer of the gofpel ; but it is 
the prefumptuous truft of a proud felf-confident fin- 
ner, who draws his encouragement in part at leaft 
from his own imaginary goodnefs and importance. It 
is not a truft in the mercy of God through Jefiis Chrift, 
as the only medium through which it can be honour- 
ably conveyed ; but either in the abfolute mercy of 
God, which, without a proper reference to a Mediator, 
or in his mercy, as in fome meafure deferved or mov- 
ed by fomething in the finner. Examine whether your 
truft in God will ftand this teft. 

I have now given you a brief anfwer to that grand 
queftion. What is it to believe in Jefus Chrift ? and I 
hope you underftand it, though I have not enlarged 
fo much upon it as I willingly would. I ftiall only 
add, that this faith may alfo be known by its infepara- 
ble effefts ; which are fuch as follow. Faith purifies 
the heart, and is a lively principle of inward holinefs. 
Faith is always productive of good works, and leads 
us to univerfal obedience : faith overcomes the world 
and all its temptations : faith realizes eternal things, 
and brings them near ; and hence it is defined by the 
apoftle, ^he fubftance of things hoped for y and the evi- 
dence 
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dence of things not feen. Heb. xi. i. Here I have a 
very important queftion to propofe to you : Who 
among you can fay, *' Well, notwithftanding all my 
imperfeftions, and all my doubts and fears, I cannot 
but humbly hope, after the beft examination I can 
make, that fuch a faith has been produced in this 
heart of mine ?" And can you fay fo indeed ? Then 
I bring you glad tidings of great joy ; you fhall be 
faved ; yes, faved you fhall be, in fpite of earth and 
hell ; faved, however great your paft fins have been. 
Which thought introduces the glorious truth that 
comes next in order, namely, 

IV. My text implies, that every one, without ex- 
ception, whatever his former charafter has been, that 
is enabled to believe in Jefus Chrift, fhall certainly be 
faved. 

The number or aggravations of fin do not alter the 
cafe; and the reafon is, the finncr is not received into 
favour, in whole or in part,* upon the account of any 
thing perfonal, but folely and entirely upon the account 
of the righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift. Now, this 
righteoufnefs is perfedly equal to all the demands of 
the law; and therefore, when this righteoufnefs is 
made over to the finner as his by imputation, the law 
has no more demands upon him for great fins than for 
fmall, for many than for few ; becaufe all demands 
are fully fatisfied by the obedience of Jefus Chrift to 
the law. You fee that finners of all charafters who 
believe in him are put upon an equality in this refpeft : 
they are all admitted upon one common footing, the 
righteoufnefs of Chrift ; and that is as fufficient for 
one as another. 

This encouraging truth has the moft abundant fup- 
port from the holy fcriptures. Obfcrve the agreeable 
indefinite wbofoever (b often repeated. " Whofoever 
bclieveth in him, fhall not perifh, but have everlaft- 
ing life." Whofoever he be, however vile, however 
guilty, however unworthy, if he does but believe, 
he fhall not perifh, but have cverlafting life. What 

an 
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on agreeable afTunnce is this from the lips of him who 
has the final ftates of men at his difpofal ! The fame 
blelTed lips hare alfo declared. Him that cometb unto me 
Iwillin no wife caft out. John vi. 37. And Whofoever 
willj let him take the water of life freely. Rev. xxii. 17. 
He has given you more than bare words to eftablifh 
you in the belief of this truth : upon this principle he 
has adled, chooiing fome of the mod abandon^ fin- 
ners to make them examples, not of his juftice, as we 
might expeA, but of his mercy, for the encouragei- 
ment of others. In the days of his flefh he was re- 
proached by his enemies for his friendfliip to publicans 
■and finners ; but fure it is, inftead of reproaching, we 
muft love him on this account. When he rofe from 
the dead he did not rife with angry refentment againft 
his murderers ; no, but he Angles them out from a 
world of fmnersj to make them the firft offers of par- 
don through the blood which they had juft fhed. He 
orders that repentance and remtj/ion of fins fhould be 
p'eached in bis name to all nations ^ beginning at Jerufa- 
lem, Luke xxiv. 47. At Jerufalem, where he had 
been crucified a few days before^ there he orders the 
firft publication of pardon and life to be made. You 
may fee what monfters of fin he chofe to make the 
monuments of his grace in Corinth. Neither fornica- 
tors^ nor idolaters^ nor adulterers^ nor effeminate^ nor 
nbufers of themfelves with mankind^ nor thieves^ nor 
i:ovetous^ nor drunkards^ nor revilersy nor extortioners^ 
Jhall inherit the kingdom of God. What a difinal cita- 
iogue is this ! It is no wonder fuch a crew fhould 
not inherit the kingdom of heaven ; they are fit only 
for the infernal prifon-, and yet, aftoniihing ! it fol- 
lows, y«ri& w^^ yif«^ of you \ but ye are wafhed^ but ye 
ure fanaified^ but ye arejuftified in the name of the Lord 
JefuSj and by the fpirit of our God. 1 Cor. vi. 9— ri i. 
What finner after this can defpair of mercy upon his 
believing in Jefus ! St. Paul was another inftance of 
fhe fame kind: " This," fays he, " is a faithful fay- 
jf?gs" a faying that may be depended on as true, " and 
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worthy of all acceptation," from a guilty world, that 
Cbrift Jefus came into the world to favejinners^ of whom 
J am chief: howbeit^ for this caufe I obtained mercy ^ that 
in me the chiefs J^f^ Chriji might fhew forth all long- 
fufferingyfor a pattern to them which fhouU hereafter be- 
lieve in him to life everlafting. i Tim. i. 15, 16. A 
iinner of lefs fize would not have anfwered this end fo 
well ; but if Saul the pcrfecutor obtains mercy upon 
his believing, who can defpoir ? 

You fee upon the whole, my brethren, you are not 
excluded fix>m Chrift and life by the greatnefs of your 
fins ; but if you periih it muft be from another caufe \ 
it muft be on account of your wilful unbelief in not 
accepting of Jefus Chrift as your Saviour, If you 
rgeft him, then indeed you muft perifli, however 
fmall your fins have been ; for it is only his death that 
can make atonement for the flighteft guilt ; and if you 
have no intcreft in that, the guilt of the fmalleft fin 
will fink you into ruin. 

Here is a door wide enough for you all, if you will 
but enter in by faith. Come then, enter in, you that 
liave hitherto claimed an horrid precedence in fin, that 
have been ringleaders in vice, come now take the lead, 
and fliew others the way to Jefus Chrift ; harlots, pub- 
licans, thieves^, and murderers, if fuch be among you, 
there is falvation even for you, if you will but believe. 
O ! how aflx>nifliing is the love of God difcovered in 
this way : a confideration which introduces the laft 
inference from my text, namely, 

V. That the conftitution of this method of falva- 
tion, or the miflion of a Saviour into our world, is a 
moft ftriking and aftonifliing difplay of the love of 
God i^-^odfo loved the world as to give his only begotten 
Son^ &c. 

View the fcheme all through, and you will difcover 
love, infinite love, in every part of it. Confider the 
great God as felf-happy and independent upon all his 
creatures, and what but love, felf-moved love, could 
fxcite him to make fuch provifion for an inferior part 

of 
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of them ! Coniider the world funk in fin, not only 
without merit, but moft dcferving of everlafting pu- 
nifliment, and what but love could move him to have 
mercy upon fuch a world? Confider tlie Saviour 
provided, not an angel, not the highefl creature, but 
his Son, his only begotten Son -, and what but love 
could move him to appoint fuch a Saviour ? Confider 
the manner in which he was fent, as a gift, a free 
unmerited gift ; " God gave his only begotten Son :" 
And what but infinite love could give fuch an unfpeak- 
able gift? Confider the bleffings conferred through 
this Saviour, deliverance from perdition and the enjoy- 
ment of everlafting life, and what but the love of God 
could confer fuch bleflings ? Confider the condition 
upon which thefe bleflings are oflFered, faith, that 
humble, felf-emptied grace, fo fuitable to the circum- 
ftances of a poor finner, that brings nothing but re- 
ceives all, and what but divine love could make fuch 
a gracious appointment ? // is by faitb^ that it may 
be of grace. Rom. iv. i5. Confider the indefinite ex* 
tent, or the univerfality of the offer, which takes in 
finners of the vileft charafters, and excepts againft 
none: fVbofoeverbelievethfhallnotperifh^izz. Owhat 
love is this ! But I muft leave it as the theme of your 
meditations, not only in the houfe of your pilgrimage, 
but through all eternity : eternity will be fliort enough 
to pry into this myftery, and it will employ the under- 
ftandings of men and angels through the revolutions 
of eternal ages. 

And now, my brethren, to draw towards a conclu- 
fion, I would hold a treaty with you this day about 
the reconciliation to God through Jefus Chrift. I have 
this day fet life and death before you : I have opened 
to you the method of falvation through Jefus Chrifl; 
the only method in which you can be faved ; the only 
method that could afford a gleam of hope to fuch a 
finner as I in my late approach to the eternal world.* 

And 

• This fermon was preached a little after recovery from a fcvcrc 
fit of fickncfs, and it is dated Hanover, Oil. 2, i757» 
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And now I would bring the matter home, and pro- 
pofe it to you all to confent to be faved in this method, 
or, in other words, to believe in the only begotten 
Son of God ; this propofal I ferioufly make to you ; 
and let heaven and earth, and your own confciences, 
witne& that it is made to you ; I alfo infift for a deter- 
minate aniwer this day ; die matter will not admit of 
a delay, and the duty is fo plain, that there is no need 
of time to deliberate. A Roman ambafiador, treat- 
ing about peace with the ambaflador of a neighbour- 
ing ftate, if I remember righdy, and finding him dc- 
firous to gain time by ihuffling and tedious negocia- 
tions, drew a circle about him, and faid, " I demand 
an anfwer before you go out of this circle." — ^Such a 
circle let the walls of this houfe, or the extent of my 
voice, be to you : before you leave this houfe, or go 
out of hearing, I infift on a full decifive anfwer to this 
propofal. Whether you will believe in Jcfus Chrift 
this day or not ? 

But before I proceed any farther, I would remove 
one ftumbling-block out of your way. You are apt 
to objeft, " You teach us that faith is the gift of God, 
and that we cannot believe of ourfelves ; why then do 
you exhort us to it ? or how can we be concerned to 
endeavour that which it is impoflible for us to do ?'* 

In anfwer to this, I grant the prcmifes are true ; 
and God forbid I ihould fo much as intimate that faith 
is the fpontaneous growth of corrupt nature, or that 
you can come to Chrift without the Father's drawing 
you : but the conclufions you draw from thefe pre- 
mifes are very erroneous. I exhort and perfuade you 
to believe in Jefus Chrift, becaufe it is while fuch 
means are ufed with finners, and by the ufe of them, 
that it pleafes God to enable them to comply, or to 
work faith in them. I would therefore ufe thofe means 
which God is pleafed to blefis for this end* I exhort 
you to believe, in order to fet you upon the trial; for 
it is putting it to trial, and that only, which can fully 
convince you of your own inability to believe; and 

tilj 
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till you are convinced of this, you can never expedt 
ftrength from God. I exhort you to believe, becaufe, 
iinful and enfeebled as you are, you are capable of 
ufing various preparatives to faith. You may attend 
upon prayer, hearing, and all the outward means of 
grace with natural ferioufnefe ; you may endeavour to 
get acquainted with your own helplefs condition, and, 
as it were, put yourfelves in the way of divine mercy ; 
and though all thefe means cannot of themfelves pro- 
duce foith in you, yet it is only in the ufe of thefe 
means you are to expeA divine grace to work it in 
you : never was it yet produced in one foul, while 
lying fupine, lazy, and inaftive. 

I hope you now fee good reafons why I fhould ex- 
hort you to believe, and alfo perceive my defign in it ; 
I therefore renew the propofal to you, thsit you fhould 
this day, as guilty, unworthy, felf-defpairing finners, 
accept of the only begotten Son of God as your Savi-» 
our, and fall in with the gofpel-method of falvation \ 
and I once more demand your anfwer. I would by 
no means, if poffible, leave the pulpit this day till I 
have effeftually recommended the blefled Jefus, my 
Lord and Mafter, to your acceptance. I am ftrongly 
bound by the vows and refolutions of a fick bed to 
recommend him to you ; and now I would endeavour 
to perform my vows. I would have us all this day 
before we part confent to God*s covenant, that we may 
go away juftified to our houfes. 

To this I perfuade and exhort you, in the name 
and by the authority of the great God, by the death 
of Jefus Chrift for finners, by your own moft urgent 
and abfolute neceflity, by the immenfe bleffings pro- 
pofed in the gofpel, and by the heavy curfe denounc* 
ed againft unbelievers. 

All the bleffings of the gofpel, pardon of fin, fanifti- 
fying grace, eternal life, and whatever you can want, 
fhall become yours this day, if you but believe in the 
Son of God : then let defolation over-run our land, 
\gt public and private calamities crowd upon you, and 

make. 
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make you fo many Jobs for poverty and affliftion, 
fHll your main intereft is fecure; the ftorms and 
wavxjs of trouble can only bear you to heaven, and 
haften your paflage to the harbour of eternal reft. Let 
devils accufe you before God, let confcience indift 
you and bring you in guilty, let the fiery law make its 
demands upon you, you have a righteoufnefe in Jefus 
Chrift that is iufficient to anfwer all demands, and, 
having received it by faith, you may plead it as your 
own in law. Happy fouls ! rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God, for your hope will never make you afhamed I 

But I expeft, as ufual, fome of you will refufe to 
comply with this propofal. This, alas ! has been 
the ufual fate of the blefTed gofpel in all ages and in 
all countries ; as fome have received it, fo fome have 
rejeded it. That old complaint of Ifaiah has been 
juftly repeated thoufands of times; JVbobatb believed 
our report? and to whim is the arm of the Lord reveal- 
ed? Ifai. liii. i. And is there no reafon to pour it 
out from a broken heart over fome of you, my dear 
people ! Are you all this Say determined to believe ? 
If fo, I pronounce you bleffed in the name of the Lord \ 
but if not, I muft denounce your doom. 

Be it known to you then from the living God, that 
if you thus continue in unbelief, you ftiut the door 
of mercy againft yourfelves, and exclude yourfelves 
from eternal life. Whatever fplendid appearances of 
virtue, whatever amiable qualities, whatever feeming 
good works you have, the exprefs fentence of the gof- 
pel lies in full force againft you. He that believeth not 
/ball be damned. Markxvi. 16. He that believeth not 
is condemned already^ becaufe he hath not believed on the 
<mly begotten Son of God. John iii. iS. He that bebevetb 
notjhall not fee ltfe\ but the wrath of Godabideth upon 
him. John iii. 36. This is your doom repeatedly 
pronounced by him whom you muft own to be tl^ 
beft friend of human nature ; and if he condemn, who 
can juftify you ? 

S Bf 
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. Be it alfo known to you, that you will not only 
pcrifh, but you will perifh with peculiar aggravations ; 
you will fall with no common ruin ; you will envy the 
lot of heathens who periftied without the law : for O ! 
you incur the peculiarly enormous guilt of rejc6ling 
the gofpel, and putting contempt upon the Son of 
God. This is an horrid exploit of wickednefs, and 
this God refents above all the other crimes of which 
human nature is incapable. Hence Chrifl: is come for 
judgment as well as for mercy into this world, and he 
is fet for the fall as well as the rifing again of many in 
Ifrael. You now enjoy the light of the gofpel, which 
has conduced many through this dark world to eter- 
nal day ; but remember alfo, this is the condemnation ; 
that is, it is the occafion of the moft aggravated con- 
demnation, that light is come into the worlds and men 
love darknefs rather than light. On this principle Jcfus 
pronounced the doom of Chorazinand Bethfaida more 
intolerable than that of Sodom and Gomorrah. Matth. 
xi. 2 1, 22. And would it not be hard to find a place 
in Virginia where the doom of unbelievers is likely 
to be fo terrible as among us ? 

And now does not all this move you ? Are you 
not alarmed at the thought of perifhing -, of peril- 
ing by the hand of a Saviour rejeded and defpifcd; 
perifhing under the ftain of his profaned blood ; pe- 
rilhing not only under the curfe of the law, but un- 
der that of the gofpel, which is vaftly heavier ? O ! 
are you hardy enough to venture upon fuch a doom ! 
This doom is unavoidable if you refufe to comply 
with the propofal now made to you. 

I muft now conclude the treaty ; but for my own 
acquittance, I muft take witnefs that I have endea- 
voured to difchargc my commiffion, whatever recep- 
tion you give it. I call heaven and earth, and your 
own confciences to witnefs, that life and falvation, 
through Jefus Chrift, have been offered to you on 
this day, and if you rejeft it, remember it; remem- 
ber it whenever you fee this place; remember it when- 
ever 
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ever you fee my face, or one another ; remember it, 
ihat you may witnefs for me at the fupreme tribunal 
that I am clear of your blood. Alas ! you will re- 
member it among a thoufand painful refieftions mil- 
lions of ages hence, when the remembrance of it 
will rend your hearts like a vulture. Many fermons 
forgotten upon earth are remembered in hell, and 
haunt the guilty mind for ever. O that you would 
believe, and fo prevent this dreadful effeft from the 
prefent fermon ! 



SERMON III. 

Sinners intreated to be reconciled to God. 



^ CoR. y. 20. We then are ambajfadors for Chriji^ 
as though God did befeecb you by us : we pray you in 
Chriji^s Jlead^ be ye reconciled to God. 

TO prefide in the folemnities of public worfhipi to 
direft your thoughts, and choofe for you the 
ftibjeds of your meditation on thofe facred hours 
which you fpend in the houfe of God, and upon the 
right improvement of which your everlafting happi- 
nefs fo much depends, this is a province of the moft 
tremendous importance that can be devolved upon a 
mortal ; and every man of the facred charafter, who 
knows what he is about, muft tremble at the thought, 
and be often anxioufly perplexed what fubjeft he fhall 
choofe, what he ihall fay upon it, and in what manner 
he fhall deliver his meflage. His fuccefs in a great 
meafure depends upon his choice-, for, though the 
blefled Spirit is the proper agent, and though the beft 
means, without his efficacious concurrence, are alto- 
gether fruitlefs, yet he is wont to blefs thofe means 
that are beft adapted to do good ; and after a long 
^ourfe of languid and fruitlefs efforts, wljich feem to 
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have been unufually difowned by my divine Mafter> 
what text ihall I chooiie out of the inexhauftible treafure 
of God's word ? In what new method (hall I fpeak 
Upon it ? What new untried experiments (hall I make ? 
Blefled Jefus ! my heavenly Matter ! direft thy poor 
perplexed fervant who is at a lofs, and knows not 
what to do ; direA him that has tried, and tried again^ 
all the expedients he could think of, but almoft in 
vain, and now fcarceiy knows what it is to hope for 
fuccefs ! Divine direftion, my brethren, hts been 
fought ; and may I hope it is that which has turned 
my mind to addrefs you this day on the important fub- 
jedl of your reconciliation to God, and to become an 
humble imitator of the great St. Paul, whofe aflfeft- 
ing words I have read to you. fVe then are ambaffa" 
dors for Chfift^ as though God did befeech you by us : we 
pray you in Chriji*sftead, be ye reconciled to God. 

The introduftion to this paflage you find in the 
foregoing yerfes, Qod hath given to us (the apoftles) 
the minifiry of reconciliation ; the fum and fubftance of 
which is, namely, "^ That God was in Chrift recon- 
ciling the world unto himfelf, not imputing their trcf- 
pafles unto them/' As if he had faid, " The great 
Sovereign of the univerfe, though highly provoked, 
and juftly difpleafed with our rebellious world, haa 
been fo gracious as to contrive a plan of reconciliation, 
whereby they may not only efcape the puniftiment they 
deferve, but alfo be reftored to the favour of God, 
and all the privileges of his favourite fubjeds. This 
plan was laid in Chrift ; that is, it was he who was ap- 
pointed, and undertook to remove all obftacles out of 
the way of their reconciliation, fo that it might be con- 
fiftent with the honour and dignity of God and his go- 
vernment. This he performed by a life of perfedt 
obedience and an atoning death, inftead of rebellious 
man* Though *' he knew no fin" of his own ; yet 
J'' he was made fin," that is, a fin-oiFering, or a fin- 
der by imputation " for us," that we might " be 
jn^de the rrghteoufnefs of God in him." Thus all 

hindrances 
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hindrances are removed cm God*s part. The plan of 
a treaty of reconciliation is formed, approved, and ra^ 
tified in the court of heaven ; but then it muft be pub- 
liihed, all the terms made known, and the confent of 
the rebels folicited and gaifted. It is not enough that 
all impediments to peace are removed on God's part \ 
they muft alfo be removed on the part of man : the 
reconciliation muft be mutual ; both the parties muft 
agree. Hence arifes the neceflSty of the miniftry of 
reconciliation which was committed to the apoftles, 
thofe prime minifters of the kingdom of Chrift, and 
in a lower fphere to the ordinary minifters of the gof- 
pel in every age. The great bufinefs of their office is 
to publifh the treaty of peace -, that is, the articles of 
reconciliation, and to ufe every motive to gain the 
confent of mankind to thefe articles. It is this office 
St. Paul is difcharging, when he fays, JVe are amhaffa- 
dors far Chrifty as though God did befeechyou by us : we 
^r ay you in Cbriji^s fteadj be ye reconciled to God. 

We are ambaffadors for Chrift. The proper notion 
of an ambafTador, is that of a perfbn fent by a king 
to traniadb affiairs in his name, and according to his 
inftruftions, with foreign ftates, or part of his fub- 
jefts, to whom he does not think proper to go himfelf 
and treat with them in his own perfon. Thus a peace 
is generally concluded between contending nations, 
not by their kings in perfon, but by their plenipoten- 
tiaries afting in their name, and by their authority ; 
and, while they keep to their inftruftions, their nego- 
ciations and agreements are as valid and authentic as 
if they were carried on and concluded by their mafters 
in perfon. Thus the Lord Jefus Chrift is not perfon- 
ally prefcnt in our world to manage the treaty of peace 
himfelf, but he has appointed firft his apoftles, and 
then the minifters of the gofpel through every age, to 
carry it on in his name. This is their proper charafter : 
they are ambafladors for Chrift, his plenipotentiaries, 
^rnifhed with a commiffion and inftruftions to make 
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overtures of reconciliation to a rebel world, and treat 
with them to gain their confent. 

Indeed, afpiring ecclefiaftics have affun:ied high- 
founding titles merely to procure extravagant honours 
to themfelves. They havft called themfclves ambaf- 
fadors of Chrift, meffengers from God, the plenipo- 
tentiaries and viceroys of heaven,' and I know not 
what, not with a defign to do honour to their Mafter, 
but to keep the world in a fuperftitious awe of them- 
felves. This prieftly pride and infolence I utterly ab- 
hor ; and yet I humbly adventure to affume the title 
of an ambaffador of the great King of heaven, and 
require you to regard me in this high charafter : but 
then you muft know, that while I am making this 
claim, I own myfelf obliged inviolably to adhere to 
the inftruftions of my divine Mafter contained in the 
Bible. I have no power over your faith ; no power to 
didrate or prefcribe; but my work is only juft to pub* 
lifli the articles of peace as my Mafter has eftablifhed 
and revealed them in his word, without the leaft addi- 
tion, diminution, or alteration. I pretend to no higher 
power than this, and this power I muft claim, unlefs 
I would renounce my office ; for who can confiftently 
profefs himfelf a minifter of Chrift without afferting his 
right and power to publifh what his Lord has taught, 
and communicate his royal inftruftions ? 

Therefore, without ufurping an equality with St. 
Paul, or his fellow apoftles, I muft tell you in his 
language, I appear among you this day as the ambat 
fador of the moft high God •, I am difcharging an em- 
bafly for Chrift* ; and I tell you this with no other 
defign than to procure your moft ferious regard to 
what I fay. If you confider it only as my declaration, 
whatever regard you pay to it, the end of my minif- 
try will not be anfwered upon you. The end of my 
office is not to make myfelf the objed: of your love 
and veneration, but to reconcile you to God \ but you 
cannot be reconciled to God while you confider the 

propofal 
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propofal as made to you only by your fellow mortal. 
You muft regard it as made to you by the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, the great Mediator between God and man. I 
not only allow, but even invite and charge you to en- 
quire and judge whether what I fay be agreeable to my 
divine inftruftions, which are as open to your inipcc- 
tion as mine, and to regard it no farther than it is fo : 
but if I follow thefe inftrudions, and propofe the 
treaty of peace to you juft as it is concluded in hea- 
ven, then I charge you to regard it as propofed by the 
Lord of heaven and earth, the King of kings, and 
Lord of lords, though through my unworthy lips. 
Coniider yourfelves this day as the hearers not of a 
preacher formed out of the clay like yourfelves, but 
of the Lord Jefus Chrift. Suppofe him here in per- 
fon treating with you about your reconciliation to God, 
and what regard you would pay to a propofal made 
by him in perfon, with all his divine royalties about 
him, that you fhould now fliew to the treaty I am to 
negociate with you in his name and ftead. 

The next fentence in my text binds you ftill more 
ftrongly to this ; as though God did befeech you by us. 
As if he had faid, " God the Father alfo concurs in 
this treaty of peace, as well as Chrift the great peace- 
maker ; and as we difcharge an embafly for Chrift, fo 
we do alfo for God ; and you are to regard our be- 
fecching and exhorting*, as though the great God did 
in perfon beftech and exhort you by us." What afto- 
niftiing condefcenfion is here intimated! not that the 
minifters of Chrift ftiould befeech you ; this would be 
no mighty condefcenfion : but that the fuprerae Jeho- 
vah ftiould befeech you ; that he fhould not only com- 
mand you with a ftern air of authority as your Sove- 
reign, but as a friend, nay, as a petitioner ftiould af- 
fe<5J:ionately befeech you, you defpicable, guilty worms, 
obnoxious rebels ! How aftoniftiing, how God-like, 
how unprecedented and inimitable is this condefcen- 
fion ! Let heaven and earth admire and adore ! It 
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18 by us, indeed, by us your poor fellow mortals, that 
he bcfccchcs -, but O ! let net this tempt you to dis- 
regard him or his intreaty : though he employs fuch 
mean ambaflkdors, yet confider his dignity who fenda 
us, and then you cannot difregard his mefTage even 
from our mouth. 

The apoftle, having thus prepared the way, pro- 
ceeds to the aftual exercife of his office as an ambat 
fador for Chrift: fVeprayyou^ fays he, in Chrift^s fiead^ 
be reconciled to God. As if he had faid, " If Chrift 
were now prefent in perfon among you, this is what 
he would propofe to you, and urge upon you, that 
you would be reconciled to God -, but him the heavens 
muft receive till the time of the reftitution of alt 
things ; but he has left us his poor fervants to officiate 
in his place as well as we can, arid we would profecute 
the fame dcfign, we would urge upon you what he 
would urge, were he to fpeak ; therefore we pray you, 
in his ftead, be ye reconciled to God : we earneftly 
pray you to be reconciled : that is the utmoft which 
fuch feeble worms as we can do : we can only pray 
and beg, but your compliance is not within the com- 
mand of our power ; the compliance belongs to you ; 
and remember, if you refufe, you muft take it upon 
yourfelves, and anfwer the confequence.'* 

Having thus explained the text, I proceed in mj 
poor manner to exemplify it by negociating the treaty 
with you for your reconciliation to God ; and you fee 
my bufinefs lies direftly with fuch of you as are as yet 
enemies to God : you are the only perfons that ftand 
in need of reconciliation. As for fuch of you (and 
I doubt not but there are fuch among you) whofe in- 
nate enmity has been fubdued, and who are become 
the friends and fubjefts of the King of heaven after 
your guilty revolt, I muft defire you as it were to ftand 
by yourfelvesf for the prefent hour, and help me by 
your prayers, while I am fpeaking to your poor bre- 
thren, who ftill continue in that ftate of hoftility and 
rebellion againft God, in which you once were, and 

the 
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the miferies of which you well know, ^nd ftUI lament 
and deplore. 

But by this propofal I am afraid I have deprived 
myfelf of hearers on this fubjedl ; for have you not 
all already placed yourfelves among the lovers of God^ 
who confequently do not need to be reconciled to him ? 
Is not everyone of you ready to fay to me, " If your 
bufinefs only lies with the enemies of God, you have 
no concern with me in this difcourfe ? for, God forbid 
that I ihould be an enemy to him. I have indeed 
been guilty of a great many fins, but I had no bad 
defign in them, and never had the leaft enmity againft 
my Maker ; fo far from it, that I lliudder at the very 
thought !" This is the firft obftacle that I meet with 
in discharging my embafly : the embafly itfelf is look- 
ed upon as needlefs by fhe perfons concerned, like an 
attempt to reconcile thofe that are good friends alrea- 
dy. This obftacle muft be removed before we can 
proceed any farther. 

I am far from charging any of you with fo horrid a 
crime as enmity and rebellion againft God, who can 
produce fatisfaftory evidences to your own confcience 
that you are his friends. I only defire that you would 
not flatter yourfelves, nor draw a rafti and groundlefs 
conclufion in an affair of fuch infinite moment, but 
that you would put the matter to a fair trial, according 
Xo evidence, and then let your confcience pafs an im- 
partial fentence as your judge, under the fupreme 
Judge of the world. 

You plead *' Not guilty" to the charge, and al- 
ledge that you have always loved God ; but if this be 
the cafe, whence is it that you have afforded him fo 
few of your affeftionate and warm thoughts ^ Do not 

Jrour tendereft thoughts dwell upon the objeds of your 
ove .? But has not your mind been fhy of him who 
gave you your power of thinking } Have not you 
Uved ftupidly thoughtlefs of him for days and weeks 
together ? Nay, have not ferious thoughts of him 
been -unwelcome, and made you uneafy ? and have 
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you not turned every way to avoid them? Have 
you not often prayed to him, and concurred in other 
ads of religious worlhip, and yet had but very few 
or no devout thoughts of him, even at the very time ? 
And is that mind well afFecfted towards him that is fi> 
averfe to hxm, and turns every way to ftiun a glance 
of him ? Alas ! is this your friendfhip for the God 
that made you, whofe you arc, and whom you ought 
to ferve \ 

Would yon not have indulged the fooI^s wifti, that 
there were no God, had not the horror and impoffi- 
bility of the thing reftrained you ? But, notwith- 
ftanding this reftraint, has not this blafphemy ftied its 
malignant poifon at times in your hearts ? If there 
was no God, then you would fin without controul, and 
without dread of punifhment ; and how fwcet was 
this ! Then you would have nothing to do with that 
melancholy thing, religion; and what an agreeable 
exemption would this be ! But is this your love for 
him, to wirti the Parent of all being out of being t 
Alas ! can the rankeft enmity rife higher ^ 

Again, if you arc reconciled to God, whence is it 
that you are fecretly, or perhaps openly difaffefted to 
his image, I mean the purity and ftriftnefs of his law, 
and the lineaments of holinefs that appear upon the 
unfafhionable religious few ? If you loved God, you 
would of courfe love every thing that bears any refem- 
blance to him. But are you not confcious that it i» 
otherwife with you -, that you murmur and cavil at the 
reftraints of God's law, and would much rather abjure 
it, be free from it, and live as you lift ? Are you not 
confcious that nothing expofes a man more to your 
fecrct difguft and contempt, and perhaps to your pub- 
lic mockery and ridicule, than a ftrift and holy walk, 
and a confcientious obfervance of the duties of devo- 
tion ? And if you catch your neighbour in any of 
thefe offences, do not your hearts rife againft him ? 
and what is this but the effeft of your enmity againft 
God ? Do you thus difguft a man for wearing the 
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genuine image and refemblance of your friend ? Noj 
the effed of love is quite the reverfe. 

Again, If you do but refleft upon the daily fenfa-r 
tions of your own minds, muft you not be confcious 
that you love other peribns and things more than God ? 
that you love pleafure, honour, riches, your relations 
and friends, more than the glorious and ever-bleffed 
God ? Look into your own hearts, and you will find 
it fo : you will find that this, and that, and a thoufand 
things in this world, engrofs more of your thoughts, 
your cares, defires, joys, forrows, hopes, and fears, 
than God, or any of his concerns. Now it is eflen- 
tial to the love of God that it be fupreme. You do 
not love him truly at all, in the leaft degree, if you 
do not love him above ail -, above all perfons and things 
in the whole univerfe. He is a jealous God, and will 
not fuflFer a rival. A lower degree of love for fupreme 
•excellence is an affront and indignity. Is it not there^ 
fore evident, even to your own convidion, that- you 
do not love God at all ; and what is this but to be his 
enemy? To be indifi^erent towards him, as though 
he were an infignificant being, neither good nor evil, 
a mere cypher ; to feel neither love nor hatred to- 
wards him, but to negleft him, as if you had no con- 
cern with him one way or other ; what an horrible 
difpofition is this towards, him, who is fupremely and 
infinitely glorious and amiable, your Creator, your 
Sovereign, and Benefaftor; who therefore defer ves 
and demands your higheft love ; or, in the words of 
his own law, that you Jhould love him with all your hearty 
with all your fouU 'i^th all your mind^ and with all your 
ftrength. Mark xii. 30. From what can fuch indif- 
fercncy towards him proceed but from difaffeftion and 
enmity ? It is in tnis way that the enmity of men 
towards God mofl; generally difcovers itfelf. They 
feel, perhaps, no pofitive workings of hatred towards 
him, unlefs when their innate corruption, like an ex- 
afperated ferpent, is irritated by conviftion from his 
Jaw ; but they feel an apathy, a liftlefihefs, an indif- 
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fcrency towards him -, and becaufe they feel no nibre, 
they flatter themfelves they are far from hating him ^ 
especially as they may have very honourable fpeculativc 
thoughts of him floating on the furface of their minds. 
But alas ! this very thing, this indifFerency, or lifl:lef$ 
neutrality, is the very core of their enmity; and if 
they are thus indiflFerent to him now, while enjoying 
fo many bleflings from his hand, and while he delays 
their punifliment, how will their enmity fwell and rife 
to all the rage of a devil againft him, when he puts 
forth his vindiaive hand and touches them, and fo 
gives occafion to it to difcover its venom ! My foul 
inudders to think what horrid infurreftions and direft 
rebellion this temper will produce when once irritat- 
ed, and all reftraints are taken oS\ which .will be the 
doom of finners in the eternal world ; and then they 
will have no more of the love of God in them than 
the moft malignant devil in hell ! If therefore you 
generally feel fuch an indifFerency towards God, be 
aflured you are not reconciled to him, but are his ene- 
niies in your hearts. 

Again, All moral evil, or fin, is contrary to God; 
it is the only thing upon earth, or in hell, that is mofl: 
oppofite to his holy nature -, and the objedt of his im- 
placable and eternal indignation. He is of purer eyes 
than to behold it or endure.it. It is his hatred to fin 
that has turned his heart againft any of his creatures ; 
and is the caufe of all the vengeance that he has in- 
Aided upon the guilty inhabitants of our world, or 
the fpirits of hell. There is no objeft in the whole 
compafs of the univerfe fo odious to you as every fin • 
is to a pure and all-holy God : now it is impoffible 
you fliould at once love two things fo oppofite, fo eter- 
nally irreconcileable. As much love as you have for 
any unlawful pleafure, juft fo much enmity there is in 
your hearts towards God. Hence, fays St. Paul, you 
fu;ere enemies in your minds by wicked works. Col. i. 21. 
Intimating, that the love and praftice of our wicked 
Vj^prks is a plain evidence of inward enmity of mind 
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towards God. The works of the flefli are finful: 
'hence, fays the fame apoftle, the carnal mind^ or the 
minding of the flejb^ ffofVfAoc aafKo^, Rom. viii. 7. is en- 
mity againji God:, it is notfubjeH to the law of God^ nei- 
ther indeed can it be : fo then they that are in theflejh^ or 
under the power of a carnal mind, cannot pleafe God. 
Rom. viii. 8. becaufe, whatever feeming afts or obedi- 
ence they perform, and whatever appearances of friend- 
ihip they put on, they are at heart enemies to God, 
and therefore cannot pleafe him, who fearches their 
heart, and fees the fecret principle of their adions. 
Hence alfo St. James tells us, that if any man would 
be a friend to the worlds he is the enemy of God^ becaufe 
the friendfhip Of the world is enmity againji God. Jam. 
iv. 4. For the world enflames tlie lufts of men, and 
occafions much fin ; and if we love the tempter, we 
iove the fin to which it would allure us j and if we 
love the fin, we are the enemies of God ; and there- 
fore the friendihip of the world is enmity againft God. 
This then is an eftablifhed maxim, without draining 
the matter too far, that as far as you love any fin, fo 
far are you enemies to God. The love, as well as the 
fervice of fuch oppofite matters, is utterly inconfiftent. 
Now, do not your own confciences witnefs againft you, 
that you have indulged, and ftill do habitually indulge 
the love of fome fin or other ? Whether it be covetouf- 
nefs or fenfual pleafure, or ambition, or fome angry 
paflion, or whatever fin it be, as far as you love it, fo 
fer you are enemies to God; and if you take a view 
of your temper and pradice, muft you not unavoida- 
bly be convided of this dreadful guilt ? Horrible as 
the crime is, is it not an undeniable matter of fad, 
that you do really love fome fin, and confequently hate 
the infinitely amiable and ever blefled God ^ and ther^^ 
fore you are the perfons I have to deal with, as need- 
ing reconciliation with God. 

Farther, Take a view of your general manner of 
ferving God in the duties of religion-, your manner 
of praying, meditation, hearing the word of God, 

and 



142 Sinners intreated to Serm. j. 

and other aAs of devotion, and then inquire, Do you 
perform this fervice as the willing fervants of a mafter 
you love ? Do you not enter upon fuch fervice with 
reluftance or liftleflhefs, and perform it with langour 
and indifFerency, as a bufinefe to which you have no 
heart ? But is this your manner of performing a la- 
bour of love to a friend ? Will your own reafon fuf- 
fer you to think you would be fo luke-warm and heart- 
lefe in the worfhip of God if you fincerely loved him ? 
No ; love is an aftive principle, a vigorous fpring of 
aftion ; and if this were the principle of your religious 
fervices, you would infufe more fpirit and life into 
them, you would exert all your powers, and be fer^ 
^ent in fpirit, ferving the Lord, Rom. 3cii. ii. 

But when you have performed offices of devotion 
with fome degree of earneftncfs, which no doubt you 
have fometimes done, what was the principle or ipring 
of your exertion ? Was it the love of God ? or was 
it purely the low principle of felf-love ? Why did you 
pray with fuch eager importunity, and attend upon 
the other means of grace with fo much feriouiheis, 
but becaufe you apprehended your dear felves were in 
danger, and you were not willing to be miferable for 
ever ? This fervile, mercenary kind of religious ear^ 
neftnefe will not prove that you love God, but only 
that you love yourfelves ; and this you may do, and 
yet have no more true goodnefs, or genuine love to 
God, than an infernal fpirit ; for there is not a fpirit in 
hell but what loves himfelf. Indeed felf-love is fo far 
from being an evidence of the love of God, that the 
extravagant excefs of it is the fource of that wicked- 
nefs that abounds among men and devils. I do not 
mean by this utterly to exclude felf-love out of genuine 
ccligion ; it muft have its place in the moft excellent 
and beft beings, but then it muft be kept in a proper 
fubordination, and not advance the creature above the 
Creator, and dethrone the fupreme King of the uni- 
verfe. — His love muft be uppermoft in the heart, and 
when that has the highcft place, the indulgence of 
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fclf-Iove in purfuing our own happincfs is lawful, and 
an important duty. Now, do you not find from this 
view of the cafe, that you are not reconciled to God, 
even in your moft devout and zealous hours, much 
lefs in the languid inaftive tcnour of your lives ? If 
fo, place yourlelves among thofe that I have to do with 
to-day ; that is, the enemies of God. 

So alfo, when you perform good offices to mankind ; 
when you are harmlefs, obliging neighbours j when 
you are charitable to the poor, or ftriftly juft in trade ; 
is the love of God, and a regard to his authority, the 
reafon and principle of your aftions ? That is, do 
you do thefe things becaufe God commands them, and 
becaufe yon delight to do what he commands ? or ra- 
ther, do you not do them merely becaufe it is your 
nature to perform humane and honourable adions in 
fuch inftances ; or becaufe you may acquire honour, or 
fome felfifh advantage by them? Alas! that God 
fhould be neglefted, forgotten, and left out of the 
queftion, as of no importance, even in thofe aftions 
that are materially good ! that even what he commands 
fhould be done, not becaufe he commands it, but for 
fbme other fordid felfifti reafon ! O ! if you did really 
love God, would you thus difregard him, and do no- 
thing for his fake ; not only when you are doing what 
he forbids, but even when you are performing what 
he has made your duty ! Would he be fuch a cypher, 
& mere nothing in your praftical efteem, if your hearts 
were reconciled to him as your God ? No; fuch of 
you muft look upon yourfelves as the very perfons 
whom I am to pray, in Chrift*s ftead, to be reconciled 
to God. 

I might thus, from obvious fadls, lay before^ you 
many more evidences of your difaffeftion to the great 
God ; but I muft leave fome room for the other part 
of my addrefs to you, in which I am to perfuade you 
to accept of the propofal of reconciliation ; and there- 
fore I ihall add only one more teft of your pretended 
ftiendftiip, a teft which is eftablifhed by the great 
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Founder of our religion, as infallibly decifive in this 
cafe ; and that is, obedience, or the keeping of the 
commandments of God. This, I fay, is eftablifticd 
in the ftrongeft terms by Jefus Chrift himfelf, as a de- 
cifive teft of love. If you love me^ keep nr/ command- 
ments. John xiv. 15. Then are ye my friends if ye do 
wbatfoever I command you, John xv. 14. If any man 
love mCy be will keep my words. He that loveth me notj 
keepeth not my faying. John xiv. 23, 24. This is the 
love of God^ fays St. John, that we keep his command- 
ments \ and his commandments are not grievous, i John- 
V. 3. that is, they are not grievous when love is the 
principle of obedience. The fervice of love is always 
willing and pleafing. Now, my brethren, bring your 
hearts and lives to this ftandard, and let confcience de- 
clare. Are there not fome demands and reftraints of 
the divine law fo difagreeable to you that you labour 
to keep yourfelves ignorant of them, and turn every 
way to avoid the painful light of conviftion ? Are 
there not feveral duties which you know in your con* 
(ciences to be fuch, which you do not fo much as ho- 
neftly endeavour to perform, but knowingly and wil- 
fully negled ? And are there not fome favourite fins 
which your confciences tell you God has forbidden, 
which yet are fo pleafing to you, that you knowingly 
and allowedly indulge and praftife them ? If this ht 
your cafe, you need not pretend to plead any thing in 
your own defence, or hefitate any longer ; the cafe is 
plain, you are, beyond all doubt, enemies to God ; 
you are undeniably convifted of it this day by irrefifti- 
ble evidence. You perhaps glory in the profeflTion of 
Chriftians, but you are, notwithftanding, enemies of 
God. You attend on public worftiip, you pray, you 
read^ you communicate, you are perhaps a zealous 
churchman or diflenter, but you are enemies of God. 
You have perhaps had many fits of religious affedion, 
and ferious concern about your everlafting happinefe, 
but notwithftanding you are enemies of God. You 
may have reformed in many things, but you are ftill 
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enemies of God. Men may efteem you Chriftians, 
but the God of Heaven accounts you his enemies. In 
vain do you infift upon it, that you have never hated 
your Maker all your life, but even tremble at the 
thought, for undeniable fafts are againft you } and the 
reafon why you have not feen your enmity was, be- 
caufe you were blind, and judged upon wrong princi- 
ples : but if you this day feel the force of convidion 
from the law, and have your eyes opened, you will 
fee and be ihocked at your horrid enmity againft Gody 
before yonder fun fets. 

And now, when I have fingled out from the reft 
thofe I am now to befeech to reconciliation with God, 
have I not got the majority of you to treat with ? 
Where are the fincere lovers of God? Alas ! how 
few are they ! and how imperfed even in their love, 
fo that they hardly dare call themfelves lovers of God, 
but tremble left they ftiould ftill belong to the wretch- 
ed crowd that are ftill unreconciled to him ! 
^ Ye rebels againft the King of Heaven I ye enemies 
againft my Lord and Mafter Jefus Chrift ! (I cannot 
flatter you with a fofter name) hear me j attend to the 
propofal I make to you, not in my own name, but in 
the name and ftcad of your rightful Sovereign; and 
that is, that you will this day be reconciled to God. 
" I pray you in his ftead (that is all I can do) *' be 
ye reconciled to God." That you may know what 
I mean, I will more particularly explain this overture 
to you. 

If you would be reconciled to God, you muft be 
deeply fenfible of the guilt, the wickednefs, the bafe- 
nefs, the inexpreffible malignity of your enmity and 
rebellion againft him. You muft return to your right- 
ful Sovereign as convifted, felf-condemned, penitent, 
broken-hearted rebels, confounded and afliamed of 
your conduft, loathing yourfelves becaufe you have 
loathed the fupreme Excellence, mourning over your 
unnatural difaiFedion, your bafe ingratitude, your hor- 
rid rebellion againft fo good a King. And what do you 
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iay to this article of the treaty of peace ? Is it an 
hard thing for fuch caufelefs enemies to fall upon the 
knee, and to mourn and weep as proftrate penitents 
at the feet of their injured Maker ? Is it an hard 
thing for one that has all his life been guilty of the 
blackeft crime upon earth, or even in hell, I mean en- 
mity againft God, to confefs " I have finned,** and to 
feel his own confeffion ? ^to feel it, I fay ; for if he 
does not feel it, his confeffion is but an empty com- 
pliment, that increafes his guilt. 

Again, If you would be reconciled to God, you 
tiiUft heartily confent to be reconciled to him in Chrift; 
that is, you muft come in upon the footing of that 
aft of grace which is publiflied in the gofpel through 
Chrift, and expefting no favour at all upon the footing 
of your own goodnefs. The merit of what you call 
your good aftions, of your repentance, your prayers, 
your adls of charity and juftice, muft all pals for no- 
thing in this refpeft: you muft depend only and en- 
tirely upon the merit of Chrift*s obedience and fufFer- 
ings as the ground of your acceptance with God ; 
and hope for forgivenefs and favour from his mere 
mercy beftowed upon you, only for the fake of Chrift, 
or on account of what he has done and fufFered in the 
ftead of finners. The context informs you, that it is 
only in Chrift that God is reconciling the world to 
himfelf -, and confequently it is only in Chrift that the 
world muft accept of reconciliation and pardon. It 
docs not confift with the dignity and perfcdions of the 
King of Heaven to receive rebels into favour upon 
any other footing. I would haVe you confent to every 
article of the overture as I go along ; and therefore 
here again I make a paufe to aflc you, what do you 
think of this article ? Are you willing to comply 
with it, willing to come into favour with God, as con- 
vidted, felf-condemned rebels, upon an ad of grace 
procured by the righteoufnefs of Chrift alone ? Is it 
a mortification to creatures that never have done one 
action truly good in all their lives, becaufe they have 
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never loved God in one moment of their lives ; crea- 
tures that have always, even in what they counted 
their beft difpofitions, and beft aftions, been hateful to 
God, becaufe even in their beft difpofitions and beft 
aftions they were utterly deftitute of his love ? Is it 
a mortification to fuch creatures to renounce all their 
own merit, and confent to be iaved only through grace, 
on account of the righteoufnefs of another, even of 
Jefus Chrift the great peace-maker ? Can it be a mor- 
tification to you to renounce what you have not, and 
to own yourfelves guilty, and utterly unworthy, when 
you are really fuch ? O ! may I not expeft your com- 
pliance with this term of reconciliation ? 

Again, If you would be reconciled to God, you 
muft engage yourfelves in his fervice for the future, 
and devote yourfelves to do his will. His law muft 
be the rule of your temper and praftice : whatever he 
commands, you muft honeftly endeavour to perform, 
without exception of any one duty as difagreeable and 
laborious i and whatever he forbids, you muft, for 
that reafon, abftain from, however pleafing, advanta^ 
geous, or faftiionable. You muft no longer look upon 
yourfelves as your own, but as bought with a price, 
iand therefore bound to glorify God with your fouls 
and your bodies, which are his. And c?in you make 
any difficulty of complying with this term; of obey- 
ing Him, whom the happy angels in heaven obey j 
of obferving th^t law which always unites your duty 
and your happinefs, and forbids nothing but what is 
itfelf injurious to you in the nature of things •, of do- 
ing the will of the wifeft and beft of beings rather 
than your own, who are ignorant and depraved crea- 
tures ? O ! can you make any difficulty of this ? If 
not, you will return home this day reconciled to God ; an 
happinefs you have never yet enjoyed for one moment. 

Finally, If you would be reconciled to God, you 
muft break oflf all friendftiip with his enemies; your 
friendfliip with the world, I mean your attachment 
pQ its wicked fafhions and cuftoms, and your fondnefs 
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for Its rebellious inhabitants, who continue enemies 
to God ; your love of guilty pleafures, and every form 
of fin, however pleafing or gainful you might imagine 
it to be \ your old habits and prafticcs, while enemies 
to God; all thefe you muft break off for ever; for 
your friend/hip with thefe is utterly inconfiftent with 
the love of God. As long as you are rcfolved to love 
the world, to keep up your fociety with your old com- 
panions in fin, to retain your old pleafures and ^vil 
praftices ; as long, I fay, as you are^refolved up6n"this 
courfe, farewell ^1 hope of your reconciliation to God: 
it is abfolutely impoflible. And do any of you hefi- 
tate at this article ? Is fin fo noble a thing in itfelf, 
and fb happy in its confequences, as that you fhould 
be fo loth to part with it ? Is it fo fweet a thing to 
you to fin againft God, that you know not how to for- 
bear ? Alas ! will you rather be an implacable enemy 
to the God that made you, than break your league 
with his enemies and your own ? Do you love your 
fins fo well, and are you fo obliged to them, that you 
will lay down your life, your eternal life, for their 
ftke?^ 

I might multiply particulars, but thefe are the prin- 
cipal articles of that treaty of peace I am negociating 
with you ; and a confent to thefe includes a compli- 
ance with all the reft. And are you determined to 
comply ? Does the heaven-born purpofe now rife in 
your minds, " I am determined I will be an enemy 
of God no longer ; but this very day I will be recon- 
ciled to God upon his own terms!'* Is this your fix- 
ed purpofe ? or is there any occafipn to pray and per- 
fuade you ? 

I well know, ^nd it is fit you (hould know, that 
ou are not able of yourfelves to confent to thefe terms, 
ut that it is the work of the power of God alone to 
reconcile you to himfelf ; and that all my perfuafions 
and intreaties will never make you either able or will- 
ing. You will then afk me, perhaps, " Why do I 
prppofe the terms to you, or ufe any perfuafives or 
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intrcaties with you ?" I anfwcr, Becaufe you never 
will be fenfible of your inability till you make an honefl: 
trial, and becaufe you never will look and pray for 
the aid of the blefled fpirit till you are deeply fenfiblc 
of your own infufficiency : and further, becaufe, if the 
blefled fpirit fhould ever efFeftually work upon you, 
it will be by enlightening your underftandings to fee 
the reafonablenefs of the terms, and the force of the 
perfuafives ; and in this way, agreeably to your rea- 
sonable natures, fwcedy conftraining your obftinate 
wills to yield yourfelves to God : therefore the terms 
muft be propofed to you, and perfuafives ufed, if I 
would be fubfervient to this divine agent, and furnifh 
him with materials with which to work ; and I have 
fomc little hope that he will, as it were, catch my 
feeble words from my lips before they vanifti into air, 
and bear them home to your hearts with a power which 
you will not be able to refift. Finally, a conviftion 
of the true ftate of your cafe may conftrain you from 
felf-love and the low principles of nature to ufe the 
means of reconciliation with zeal and earneftnefs : this 
you are capable of, even with the mere ftrength of 
degenerate nature -, and it is only in this way of earneft 
endeavours that you have any encouragement to hope 
for divine aid : therefore, notwithftanding your utter 
impotence, I muft pray, intreat, and pcrfuade you 
to be reconciled to God. 

I pray you, in the name of the great God your 
heavenly Father, and of Jefus Chrift your Redeemer. 
If God fhould once more renew the thunder and light- 
ning, and darknefs and tempeft of Sinai, and fpeak to 
you as he once did to the trembling Ifraelites ; or if 
he fhould appear to you in all the amiable and alluring 
glories of a fin-pardoning reconcileable God, and pray 
you to be reconciled to him, would you not then re- 
gard the propofal ? or if Jefus, who once prayed for 
you from the crofs, fhould now pray to you from his 
throne in heaven, and beg you with his own gracious 
voice to be reconciled, O ! could you difrcgard the 

intreaty i 
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intreaty ? Surely no. Now the overture of peace is 
as really made to you by the blefled God and his Son 
Jefus Chrift, as if it were exprcfely propofed to you 
by an immediate voice from heaven. For I befeech 
you, as though God did befeech you by me, and it is in 
Cbrifl^s ftead^ that I pray you be reconciled to God. 
Therefore, however lightly you may make of a mere 
propofal of mine, can you difregard an overture from 
the God that made you, and the Saviour that bought 
you with his blood-, in which I am but the faint edio 
of their voice from heaven. 

In the name of God I pray you ; the name of th©^ 
greateft and bed of beings ; that name which angels 
love and adore, and which (hikes terror through the 
hardieft devil in the infernal regions ; the name of 
your Father, the immediate Father of your fpirits, 
and the Author of your mortal frames ; the name of 
your Preferver and Bcnefador, in whom you live, and 
move, and have your being •, and who gives you life, 
and breath, and all things •, the name of your rightful 
Sovereign and Lawgiver, who has a right to demand 
your love and obedience ; the name of your fupreme 
Judge, who will afcend the tribunal, and acquit or 
condemn you, as he finds you friends or foes j tlie 
name of that God, rich in goodnefe, who has reple- 
niftied heaven with an infinite plenitude of happinefs, 
in which he will allow you to ihare, after all your hof- 
tility and rebellion, if you confent to the overture of 
reconciliation; in the name of that God of terrible 
majefty and juftice, who has prepared the dungeon of 
heU as a prifon for his enemies, where he holds in 
chains the mighty powers of darknefs, and tlioufands 
of your own race, who perfifted in that enmity to him 
of which you are now guilty, and with whom you 
muft have your everlafting portion, if, like them, you 
continue hardened and incorrigible in your rebellion ; 
in the name of tliat compaffionate God, who fent his 
dear Son (O the tranfporting thought ! ) to fatisfy di- 
vine juftice for you by his death, and the precepts of 

the 
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the law by his life, and thus to remove all obftruftions 
out of the way of your reconciliation on the part of 
God; in this great, this endearing and* tremendous 
name, I pray you be reconciled to God. I pray you 
for his fake; and has this name no weight with you ? 
Will you do nothing for his fake ? what, not fo rea- 
ibnable and advantageous a thing as dropping your 
unnatural rebellion, and being reconciled to him ? Is 
your contempt of God rifen to that pitch that you will 
not do the moil reafonable and profitable thing in the 
world, if he intreat you to do it ? Be aflonifhed, O 
ye heavens ! at this. 

I pray you both in the name and for the fake of 
Jefus Chrift, the true friend of publicans and finners, 
in his name, and for his fake, who afTumed your de- 
graded nature, that he might dignify and fave it; who 
lived a life of labour, poverty, and perfecution upon 
earth, that you might enjoy a life of everlafting hap- 
pinefs and glory in heaven; who died upon a tortur- 
ing crofs, that you might fit upon heavenly thrones ; 
who was imprifoned in the gloomy grave, that you 
might enjoy a glorious refurreftion ; who fell a viftim 
to divine juftice, that you might be fet free from its 
dreadful arreft; who felt trouble and agony of foul, 
that you might enjoy the fmiles, the pleafiircs of di- 
vine love; who, in ftiort, has difcovcred more ardent 
and extenfive love for you than all the friends in the 
world can do ; in his name, and for his fake, I pray 
you to be reconciled to God. And is his dear name 
a trifle in your eflieem ? Will you not do any thing 
fo reafonable and fo neceflary, and conducive to your 
happinefs for his fake ; for his fake who has done and 
fuffered to much for you ? Alas ! has the name of 
Jefus no more influence among the creatures he bought 
with his blood! It is hard mdeed if I beg in vain, 
when I beg for the fake of Chrift, the Friend, the 
Saviour of perifliing fouls. 

But if you have no regard for him, you certainly 
have for yourfelves ; therefore, for your own fakes, 

for 
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for the fake of your precious immortal fouls, for the 
fake of your own everiafling happinefs, I pray you to 
be reconciled to God. If you refufc, you degrade the 
honour of your nature, and commence incarnate de- 
vils. For what is the grand conflituent of a devil but 
enmity againft God } You become the refufe of the 
creation, fit for no apartment of the univerfe but the 
prifon of hell. While you are unreconciled to God 
you can do nothing at all to pleafe him. He that fear- 
ches the heart knows that even your good adions do 
not proceed from love to him, and therefore he abhors 
them. Ten thoufand prayers and afts of devotion 
and morality, as you have no principles of real holi- 
nefs, are fo many provocations to a righteous God. 
While you refufe to be reconciled, you are accefTary 
to, and patronize all the rebellion of men and devils ; 
for if you have a right to continue in your rebellion) 
why may not others ? why may not every man upon 
earth ? why may not every miferable ghofl in the in- 
fernal regions ? And are you for raifing an univerfal 
mutiny and rebellion againft the throne of the mofl 
High ! O the inexpreffible horror of the thought ! 
If you refufe to be reconciled, you will foon weary 
out the mercy and patience of God towards you, and 
he will come forth againft you in all the terrors of an 
almighty enemy. He will give death a commifCon to 
feize you, and drag you to his flaming tribunal. He 
will break off the treaty, and never make you one 
offer of reconciliation more : he will ftrip you of all 
the enjoyments he was pleafed to lend you, while you 
were under a reprieve, and the treaty was not come 
to a final ifTue ; and will leave you nothing but bare 
being, and an cxtenfive capacity of mifery, which 
will be filled up to the uttermoft from the vials of his 
indignation. He will treat you as his implacable ene- 
my, and you fhall be to him as Amalek^ Exod. xvii. 
1 6. with whom he will make war for ever and ever. 
He will reprove you, and fet your fins in order before 
you, and tear you in pieces, and there fhall be none 

to 
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to deliver. He will meet you as a lion, " and as a - 
bear bereaved of her whelps, and will rend the caul 
of your hearts." Hof. xiii. 8. He hath for a long 
time held his peace, and endured your rebellion; but 
ere long he will go forth as a mighty man; he ihall 
ftir up jealoufy like a man of war; he O^all cry, yea 
roar ; he fhall prevail againft his enemies. Ah ! he 
will eafe him of his adveriaries, and avenge him of 
his enemies. He will give orders to the executioners 
of his juftice : Tbefe mine enemies^ that would not that 
IJhottidreign over them^ bring them hither^ and flay them 
before me. Luke xix. 27. And now, if you will not 
fubmit to peace, prepare to meet your God, O fin* 
ners ; gird up your loins like men; put on all the ter- 
rbr of your rage, and go forth to meet your almighty 
adverfary, who will foon meet you in the field, and 
try your ftrength. Call the legions of hell to your 
aid, and ftrengthen the confederacy with all your 
fellow-finners upon earth; put briers and thorns 
around jrou to inclofe from his reach. Prepare the 
dry flubblc to oppofe devouring flame. Afibciate your*- 
felves, but ye fhall be broken in pieces ; gird your* 
felves ; but, alas ! ye fhall be broken to pieces. 

But O ! I mufl drop this ironical challenge, and 
ferioufly pray you to make peace with him whom you 
cannot refift: then all your paft rebellion will be 
forgiven ; you fhall be the favourites of your fove- 
rcign, and happy for ever; and earth and heaven 
will rejoice at the conclufion of this blefTed peace ; 
and my now fad heart will fhare in the joy. There- 
fore, for your own fakes, '* I pray you to be recon* 
ciled to God." 
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SERMON IV. 

The Nature and Univerfality of Spiritual Death. 



Ephes. ii. I. and 5. Who were dead in trefpajfes and 
Jins.'^Even when we were dead in fins. 

THERE is a kind of death which we all exped 
to feel that carries terrpr in the very found, and 
all its circumftances are ihocking to nature. The 
ghaftly countenance, the convuUive agonies, the ex- 
piring groan, the coffin, the grave, the devouring 
worm, the ftupor, the infenfibility, the univerfal in- 
aftivity, thefe ftrike a damp to the fpirit, and we turn 
pale at the thought. With fuch objefts as thefe in 
view, courage fails, levity looks ferious, prefumption 
is dafhed, the cheerful paffions fink, and all is folenm, 
all is melancholy. The moft ftupid and hardy finner 
cannot but be moved to fee thefe things exemplified in 
others ; and when he cannot avoid the profpeA, he is 
fhocked to think that he himfelf muft feel them. 

But there is another kind of death little regarded 
indeed, little feared, little lamented, which is infinite- 
ly more terrible — the death, not of" the body, but of 
the foul : a death which does not ftupify the limbs, 
but the faculties of the mind : a death which does not 
feparate the foul and body, and confign the latter to 
the grave, but that feparates the foul from God, ex- 
cludes it from all the joys of his prefence, and deli- 
vers it over to everlafting mifery : a tremendous death 
indeed ! " a death unto death/* The exprefCon of 
^t. Paul is prodigioufly ftrong and ftriking : Gav*!©* #<? 
©oti-alov, Death unto death, death after death, in a 
dreadful fucceflion, and the lafl more terrible than the 
firfl:, 2 Cor. ii. 16. and this is the death meant in my 
text, dead in trejpajjes and fins. 

To 
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To explain the context and fhew you the connec- 
tion, I ftiall make two fhort remarks. 

The one is, That the apoftle had obferved in the 
nineteenth and twentieth verfes of the forgoing chap- 
ter, that the fame almighty power of God, which 
raifed Chrift from the dead, is exerted to enable a fin- 
ner to believe — fFe believe^ fays he, according to the 
working or energy ^n^i»% of bis mighty power which he 
wrought in Chrift^ when he raifed him from the dead. 
The one, as well as the other, is an exploit of omni- 
potence. The exceeding greatnefs of his mighty 
power is exerted towards us that believe, as well as it 
was upon the dead body of Chrift to rcftore it to life, 
after it had been torn and mangled upon the crofs, 
and lain three days and three nights in the grave. 
What ftrong language is this ! what a forcible illuftra- 
tion ! Methinks this paflage alone is fufficient to con- 
found all the vanity and lelf-fufficiency of mortals, 
and entirely deftroy the proud fiftion of a felf-fprung 
faith produced by the efforts of degenerate nature. 
In my text the apoftle afligns the reafon of this. The 
fame exertion of the fame power is neceflary in the 
one cafe and the other ; becauffe, as the body of Chrift 
was dead, and had no principle of life in it, fo, fays 
he, ye were' dead in trefpaffes and fins \ and therefore 
could no more quicken yourfelves than a dead body 
can reftore itfelf to life. But Gody verfe 4th, who ts 
rich in mercy ^ for his great love wherewith he loved us \ 
that God, who raifed the entomed Redeemer to life 
again, that fame almighty God, by a like exertion of 
the fame power, hath quickened usj verfe 5th, even 
when we were dead in fins i dead, fenfelefe, inactive, 
and incapable of animating ourfelves. Let any man 
carefully read thefe verfes, and confider their moft na- 
tural meaning, and I cannot but think common fenfe 
will direft him thus to underftand them. The fdrip- 
tures were written with adefign to be underftoqd; and 
therefore that fenfe which is tfe moft natural to a plain 
ijnprcjudiced underftanding is moft likely to be true. 

Th? 
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The other remark is. That the apoftle having pro- 
nounced the Ephefians dead in fin, while unconverted, 
in the firft verie, pafTes the fame fentence upon himfelf 
and the whole body of the Jews, notwithftanding their 
high privileges, in the fifth verfe. The fenfe and con- 
nedion may be diicovered in the following paraphrafe : 
•' You Ephefians were very lately Heathens, and, 
while you were in that ftate, you were fpiritually dead, 
and all your aftions were dead works. In time paft 
ye walked in trefpafiTes and fins, nor were you fingular 
in your courfe : though it be infinitely pernicious, yet 
it is the common coime of this world, and it is alfo 
agreeable to the temper and inftigation of that gloomy 
prince, who has a peculiar power in the region of the 
-aui that malignant fpirit who works wim dreadful 
efficacy in the numerous children of difobcdience ; but 
this was not the cafe of you Heathens alone : we alio 
who are Jews, notwithftanding our many religious 
advantages, and even I myfelt, notwithftanding my 
Jhigh privileges and unblemiftiable life as a Pharifee, 
we alfo, I fay, had our converfation in times pafl 
among the children of difobcdience; we all, as well 
as they, walked in the lufb of the flefh, fulfilling the 
defires and inclinations (OixV«^) of our fenfual flefh, 
And of our depraved minds ; for thefc were tainted 
with fpiritual wickednefs, independent upon our ani- 
mal paflions and appetites ; and we were all, even by 
nature, children of^ wrath, even as others: in this 
refped we Jews were juft like the reft of mankind, cor- 
rupt from our very birth, tranfgrefTors from the womb, 
and liable to the wrath of God. Our external relation 
and privileges as the peculiar people of God, diftin^ 
guifhed with a religion from heaven, makes no dif- 
tindkion between us and others in this matter. As we 
are all children of difobedience by our lives, fo we are 
all, without exception, children of wrath by nature t 
but when we are all dead in fins, when Jews and Gen- 
tiles were ecj^ually dead to God, then, even then, God, 
who ^s rich m mercy, had pity upon us s Ibe ^uiciene^ 
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Wf ^^ he infpired us with a new and fpiritual life by 
his own almighty power, which raifed the dead body 
of Chrift from the grave." He quickened us together 
with Chrift : *' We received our life by virtue of our 
union with him as our vital head, who was raifed to 
an immortal life, that he might quicken dead fouls by 
thofe influences of his fpirit, which he purchafed by 
his death; and therefore by grace are yefaved. It is 
the purefl:, richeft, freeft grace, that ever fuch dead 
fouls as we were made alive to God, and not fuflFered 
to remain dead for ever." 

This is the obvious meaning and conne<5lion of thefe 
verfes ; and we now proceed to confider the text, Dead 
in treffajfes and fins ; you dead, we dead, Jews and 
Gentiles, all dead together in trejpajfes and fins. A 
difmal, mortifying charadcr * " This one place," fays 
Beza, ^' like a thunder-bolt, dafhes all mankind down 
to the duft, great and proud as they are \ for it pro- 
nounces their nature not only hurt but dead by fin, 
and therefore liable to wrath."* 

Death is a ftate of infenfibility and inaftivity, and 
a dead man is incapable of reftoring himfelf to life \ 
therefore the condition of an unconverted finner muft 
have fome refemblance to fuch a ftate, in order to fup>- 
V port the bold metaphor here ufed by the apoftle. To 
underftand it aright we muft take care, on the one 
hand, that we do not explain it away in flattery to our* 
felves, or in compliment to the pride of human na- 
ture: and, on the other hand, that we do not carry 
the flmilitude too far, fo as to lead intp abfurdities, 
And contradia matter of fad. 

The metaphor muft be underftood with feveral li- 
mitations or exceptions ; for it is certain there is a wide 
diflFerence between the fpiritual death of the foul, and 
the natural death of the body, particularly in this re- 
aped, that death puts an entire end to all the powers, 

adions, 

^ ** Hoc uno loco, quafi folmine, totus homo, quantas quantas 
eft proftemitur. Neqae enim naturam dicit laefam^ fed mortoain^ 
per peccatu^n ; ideoque iras cbnoxiam^^^ 
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aftions, and fen&tions of our animal nature univer- 
fally, with regard to all objefts of every kind : but a 
foul dead in nn is only partially dead; that is, it is 
dead only with regard to a certain kind of fenfations 
and exercifes, but in the mean time it may be all life 
and aftivity about other things. It is alive, fenfible, 
and vigorous about earthly obje(5ts and purfuits ; thefe 
raife its paffions and engage its thoughts. It has alio, 
a dreadful power and faculty of finning, though this 
is not its life but its difeafe, its death, like the ten- 
dency of a dead body to corruption. It can likewife 
exercife its intelleiftual powers, and make confiderable 
improvements in fciencc. A finner dead in trefpaflcs 
and fins may be a living treafury of knowledge, an 
univerfal fcholar, a profound philofopher, and even a 
great divine, as far as mere fpeculative knowledge can 
render him fuch ; nay, he is capable of many fenfations 
and imprefEons from religious objefts, and of per- 
forming all the external duties of religion. He is 
able to read, to hear, to pray, to meditate upon di- 
vine things ; nay, he may be an inftruftor of others, 
and preach perhaps with extenfive popularity : he may 
have a form of godlinefs, and obtain a name to live 
among men : he is in fome meafure able, and it is his 
duty to attend upon the means God has inftituted for 
quickening him with fpiritual life, and God deals with 
him as with a rational creature, by laws, fanftions, 
promifes, expoftulations, and invitations : thefe con- 
ceffions I make, not only to give you the fenfe of the 
text, but alfo to prevent the abufe of the doftrine, 
and anticipate fome objedions againft it, as though it 
were an encouragement to continue idle, and ufe no 
means to obtain fpiritual life : or as though it render- 
ed all the means of grace needlefs and abfurd, like ar- 
guments to the dead, to reflore themfelves to life. 
But, notwithftanding all thefe concefEons, it is a me- 
lancholy truth that an unregenerate finner is dead. 
Though he can commit fin with grecdinefs, though he 
is capable of animal adtions and fecular purfuits, nay, 

though 



Scrm. 4» cfffiritual Death * 1 59 

though he can employ his mind even about intelledtual 
and fpiritual things, and is capable of performing the 
external duties of religion, yet there is fomething in 
religion with regard to which he ' is entirely dead : 
there is a kind of fpiritual life of which he is entirely 
deftitute : he is habitually infenfible with regard to 
things divine and eternal : he has no aftivity, no vi- 
gour in the pure, fpiritual, and vital exercifes of reli- 
gion : he has no pravailing bent of mind towards 
them : he has not thofe views and apprehenfions of 
things which a foul fpiri^ually alive would neceflarily 
receive and entertain : he is deftitute of thofe facred 
afFeftions, that joy, that love, that defire, that hope, 
that fear, that forrow, which are, as it were, the in- 
nate paflions of the new man. In fliort, he is fo in- 
aAive, (o liftlefs, ib infenfible in thefe refpeds, that 
death, which puts an end to all adion and fenfation, 
is a proper emblem of his ftate ; and this is the mean- 
ing of the apoftle in my text. He is alfo utterly un- 
able to quicken himfelf. He may indeed ufe means 
in fome fort; but to implant a vital principle in his 
foul, but to give himfelf vivid fenfations of divine 
things, and make himfelf alive towards God, this is 
entirely beyond his utmoft ability : this is as peculiarly 
the work of almighty power as the refurreftion of a 
dead body from the grave. As to this death it is 
brought upon him by and confifts in trefpajjes andjins. 
The innate depravity and corruption of the heart, and 
the habits of (in contraded and confirmed by repeated 
indulgences of inbred corruption, thefe are the poi- 
fonous, deadly things that have flain the foul ; thefe 
have entirely indifpofed and difabled it for living reli- 
gion, trefpajjes and Jins are the grave, the corrupt 
effluvia, the malignant damps, the rottenneis of a dead 
foul : it lies dead, fenfelefs, inactive, buried in tref- 
pajfes and Jins. ^rejpajjes and^nsrtndtr it ghaftly, 
ooious, abominable, a noifome putrefadlion before an 
holy God, like a rotten carcafs, or a mere mafs of 
corruption: the vileft lufts, like worms, riot upon and 

devour 
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devour it, but it feels them not, nor can it lift a hand 
to drive the venom off. Such mortifying ideas as 
thefe may be contained in the ftriking metaphor, dead 
in trejpaffes and fins \ and I hope you now underfbmd 
its general meaning. 

If you would know what has turned my thoughts 
to this fubjeft, I will candidly tell you, though with 
a forrowful heart. I am fure, if any objefts within 
the compafs of human knowledge have a tendencv to 
make the deepeft impreflidns upon our minds, they 
are thofe things which chriftianity teaches us concern- 
ing God, concerning ourfelves, and a future ftate; 
and if there be any exercifes which fhould call forth 
all the life and powers of our fouls into aftion, they 
are thofe of a religious nature : but, alas ! I often 
find a fbange, aftoniihing flupor and liftleflhefs about 
thefe things. In this f am not fingular; the befl 
among us complain of the fame thing ; the moft lively 
Chriftians feel this unaccountable langour and infenn- 
bility ; and the generality are evidently deflitute of all 
habitual concern about them : they are all alive in the 
purfuit of pleafure, riches, or honours; their thoughts 
are eafily engaged, and their afFedtions raifed by luch 
things as thefe : but the concerns of religion, which, 
above all other things are adapted to make impreifions 
upon them, and ftir up all the life within them, feem 
to have litde or no eflFeft. When I have made this 
obfervation with refpeft to others, and felt the melan- 
choly confirmation of it in my own breafl, I have 
really been ftruck with amazement, and ready to cry 
out, " luord, what is this that has befallen me, and 
the reft of my fellow mortals ? what can be the caufe 
of fuch a condud^ in a rational nature, to be aftive and 
eager about trifles, and ftupid and carelefs about mat- 
ters of infinite importance ? O whence is this ftrange 
infetuation !*' Thus I have been fhockcd at this afte- 
niftiing faft, and I could account for it in no other way 
but by reflefting that we have all been dead in trejpajfes 
andfins.'^ln fuch a folemn hour the apoftle's cxprcf- 

fion 
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iion does not feem at all too ftrong. I have no fcru^ 
pie at all to pronounce, not only from the authority of 
an apoftle, but from the evidence of the thing, that 
{, and all around me, yea, and all the fons of men 
have been dead ; in the fpiritual fenfe, utterly dead. 
Multitudes among us, yea, the generality are dead 
ftill; hence the ffiiUneis about religion among us-, 
hence the ftupor, the carelefTneis about eternal things, 
the thoughtless negleft of God, the infenfibility under 
his providential difpenfations, the impenitence^ the 
prefumption that fo much prevail. God has indeed, 
out of the great love wherewith he loved us, quicken- 
ed fome of us, even when we were dead in iins ; and 
we have a litde life, fome vital fenfations and impref- 
fions at times, but ;0 ! how little, how fuperficial^ 
how much of a deadly ftupor yet remains ! how litde 
iife in prayer, in hearing, or in the neareft approach 
to the living God ! The refleAion is fhocking, but, 
alas ! it is too true ; confult your own hearts and you 
will find it even fo. Animal life feems to be a gradual 
thing ; h gradually grows in an infant, it is perfeft in 
mature age, and in old age it gradually decays, till all 
is gone ; but how finall is the degree of life when the 
&etus is juft Climated, or the ii^ant born into the 
world! but little fuperior to that of a plant or an 
•oyfter. What faint fenfations, what obfcure and lan- 
guid perceptions, what feeble motions ! Such are the 
-children of grace in the prefent ftate. Spiritual life 
is gradual •, it is inftifed in regeneration; butO ! how 
far from perfeftbn while on this fide heaven I Alas ! 
ithe beft of us are like the poor traveller that fell among 
thieves, and was left half dead : however, it is an 
unfpeakable mercy to have the leafl: principle of fpi- 
ritual life; and we fhould prize it more than crowns 
and empires. 

If you would know my defign in choofing this fub- 
:]&&, it is partly for the convii^on of finners, that 
they may be alarmed with their deplorable condition, 
which is thetfirft ftep towards their being quickened; 

Y partly 
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partly to roufe the children of grace to feek more life 
from their vital head; and partly to difplay the rich 
grace of Gdd in quickening fuch dead finners, and 
beftowing upon them a fpiritual and immortal life ; 
and furely nothing can inflame our gratitude and raife 
our wonder more than the confideration that we were 
dead in trefpafles and fins ! If I may but anfwer thefc 
ends, it will be an unfpeakable blefling to us all. And 

that divine grace may honour this humble attempt 
of a poor creature, at beft but half alive, with fuccete! 

1 hope, my brethren, you will hear ferioufly, for it 
is really a moft fcrious fubjeft. 

You have feen that the metaphorical expreffion in 
my text is intended to reprefent the ftupidity, inafti- 
vity, and impotence of unregenerate finners about di- 
vine things. This truth I might confirm by argument 
and fcripture-authority ; but I think it may be a better 
method for popular conviftion to prove and illuftrate 
it from plain inftances of the temper and conduAjpf 
finners about the concerns of religion, as this may 
force the conviftion upon them from undoubted mat- 
ters of fac5l and their own experience. This, there- 
fore, is the method I intend to purfue ; and my time 
will allow me to particularize only the following in- 
fl:ances. 

I. Confider the excellency of the divine Being, the 
fum total, the great original of all perfedtions. How 
infinitely worthy is he of the adoration of all his crea- 
tures ! how deferving of their moft intenfe thoughts 
and moft ardent aflFeftions ! If majefty and glory can 
ftrike us with awe and veneration, does not Jehovah • 
demand them, who is clothed with majefty and glory 
as with a garment, and before whom all the inhabit- 
ants of the earth are as grafs-hoppers, as nothing, as 
lefs than nothing, and vanity ? If wifdom excites our 
pleafing wonder, here is an unfathomable depth. O 
the depth of the riches of the wifdom and knowledge 
of God ! If goodnefs, grace, and mercy attraft our 
love and gratitude, here thefe amiable perfcftions fhine 

in 
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in their moft alluring glories. If juftice ftrikesadamp 
to the guilty, here is juftice in all its tremendous ma- 
jefty. If veracity, if candour, if any, or all of the 
moral virtues engage our efteem, here they all center 
in their higheft perfecftion. If the prefence of a king 
ftrikesa reverence; if the eye of his judge awes the 
criminal, and reftrains him fix>m offending, certainly 
we fhould fear before the Lord all the day, for we are 
furrounded with his omniprefence, and he is the In- 
Ipeftor and Judge of all our thoughts and aftions. If 
riches excite defire, here are unfearchable riches : if 
happinefs has charms that draw all the world after it, 
here is an unbounded ocean of happinefs i here is the 
only complete portion for an immortal mind. Men 
are afFefted with thefe things in one another, though 
found in a very imperfeft degree. Power awes and 
commands ; virtue and goodne(s pleafe •, beauty charms -, 
juftice ftrikes with folemnity and terror •, a bright ge- 
nius is admired 5 a benevolent merciful temper is lov- 
ed : thus men are aflfefted with created excellencies. 
Whence is it then they arc fo ftupidly unaffefted with 
the fupreme original excellencies of Jehovah ? Here, 
my brethren, turn your eyes inward upon yourfelves, 
and enquire, are not feveral of you confcious that, 
though you have paflions for fuch objefts as thefe, and 
you are eafily moved by them, yet, with regard to the 
perfeftions of the fupreme and beft of beings, your 
hearts are habitually fenfelefs and unafFeded. It is not 
an eafy thing to make impreflions upon you by them ; 
and what increafes the wonder, and aggravates your 
guilt, is, that you are thus fenfelefs and unaiFefted, 
when you believe and profefs that thefe perfedions 
are really in God, and thatna the higheft degree pof- 
iible. In other cafes you can love what appears amia- 
ble, you revere what is great and majeftic, you eager- 
ly defire and purfue what is valuable, and tends to your 
happinefs •, and all this you do freely, fpontaneoufly, 
vigoroufly, by the innate inclination and tendency of 
your ns^ture, without reludance, without compulfion^ 

nay, 
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nay, without perfuaiion ; but as to God and all his 
perfeftions, you are ftrangely infenfible, backward, 
and avcrfe. Where is there one being that has any 
confefTed excellency in the compafs of human know- 
ledge, that does not engage more of the thoughts axid 
affections of mankind than the glorious and ever blef- 
fed God ? The fun, moon, and ftars, have had more 
worihippers than the uncreated fountain of light hoot 
which they derive their luftre. Kings, and miniftcis 
of ftate, have more punAual homage and frequent 
applications made to them than the King of kings, 
and Lord of Iprds. Created enjoyments are more ea- 
gerly purfued than the fupreme Good. Search all the 
world over, and you will find but very little motions 
of heart towards God ; litde love, little defire, little 
fearching after him. You will often, indeed, fee him 
honoured with the compliment of a bended knee, and 
a few heardeis words, under the name of a prayer ; 
but where is the heart, or where are the thoughts, 
where the affeftions ? Thefe run wild through the 
world, and are fcattered among a thoufand other ob- 
jefts. The heart has no prevailing tendency toward 
God, the thoughts are fhy of ^im, the affeftions have 
no innate propenfity to him. In fhort, in this refpecft 
the whole man is out of order : here he does not at all 
aft likehimfelf ; here are no affeftionate thoughts, no 
delightful meditations, no ardent deiires, no e^r 
purruits and vigorous endeavours, but all is liftlds, 
ftupid, indifpofed, inadive, and averfe; and what is 
the matter ? — " Lord ! what is this that has feized the 
fouls of thine own offispring, that they are thus utter- 
ly difordered towards thee I" The rcafon is, they are 
dead, dead in tre^pafjes and fins. It is impoflible a liv- 
ing foul fhould be \o ftupid and unafFeftcd with fuch 
an objeft : it muft be a dead foul that has no feeling. 
Yes, finners, this is the melancholy reafon why you 
are fo thoughtlefs, fo unconcerned, fo fenfelefs about 
the God that made you \ you are dead. And what is 
^e rcafon that you who have been begotten again to 

a fpJT 
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a fpiritual life, and who are united to Chrift as yomr 
vital head, what is the reafon that you fo often feel 
fach languiihments ; that the pulfe of fpiritual life 
beats {o hint and irregular, and that its motions are {o 
feeble and flow ? All this you feel and lament^ but 
how comes it to pa& ? what can be the caufe that you 
who have indeed tafted that the Lord is gracious, and 
are fenfible that he is all-glorious and lovely, and your 
only happinefs ? O 1 what can be the caufe, that you, 
of all men in the world, fhould be fo little engagol to 
him ? Alas ! the caufe is, you have been deadj and 
the deadly ftupor has not yet left you : you have (blef-' 
fed be the quickening fpirit of Ghrift ! ) you have re^ 
ceived a little life; but, alas I it is a feeble fpark ; it 
finds the principles of death ftill ftrong in your confti-* 
tution ; thefe it muft ftruggle with, and by them it is 
bften borne down, fupprefled, and juft expiring. Walk 
humbly, then, and remember your fhame, that you 
were once dead, and children of wrath, even as other^^ 
The careleflhefe and indifpofition of the foul towards 
the fupreme excellence will appear yet more eviden€ 
and aftonifhing, if we confider, 

II. The auguft and endearing relations the great 
and blefled God fuftains to us, and the many ways he 
has taken tx> make dutiful and grateful impreffions 
upon our hearts. What tender endearments ftrc there 
contained in the relation of a Father ! This he bears 
to M&i be made usj and not we aurfehes. Our bodies 
indeed are produced in a fucceflion from Adam by ge-r 
neration, but who was it that began the feries ? It was 
the Almighty, who formed the firft man of the dull : 
it was he who firft put the fuccelfion of caufes in mo- 
tion ; and therefore he is the grand original caufe^ and 
the whole chain depends upon him. Who was it that 
firft eftablifhed the laws of generation, and ftill conti^ 
nues them in force ? It is the all-creating Parent of 
nature ; and without him men would have been no 
more able to produce one another than ftones or clodsr 
(>f earth. As to our fouls, the principal part of our. 

perfons. 
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{)crfons, God is their immediate author, without the 
caft concurrence of fecondary caufes. Hence he is 
called the Father of your fpirits in a peculiar fenfe, 
Heb. xii. 9. and he aflumes the endearing name ojf 
«' the God of the fpirits of all flefh." Numb. xvi. 22. 
Now the name of a father is wont to carry fome en- 
dearment and authority. Children, efpecially in their 
young and helplefs years, are fond of their father; 
their little hearts beat with a thoufand grateful paffions 
towards him ; they love to be dandled on his knees, 
and fondled in his arms: and they fly to him upon 
every appearance of danger; but if God be a father, 
where is his honour ? here, alas I the filial paffions 
are fenfelefs and immoveable. It is but a little time 
fince we came from his creating hand, and yet we 
have forgotten him. It feems unnatural for his owii 
ofispring to enquire " where is God my Maker ?'* 
They ftiew no fondnefs for him, no afFeftionate vene- 
ration, and no humble confidence; their hearts are 
dead towards him, as though there were no fuch be- 
ing, or no fuch near relation fubfifting between them. 
In childhood a rattle, or a flraw, or any trifle, is more 
thought of than their heavenly Father : in riper years 
their vain pleafures and fecular purfuits command more 
of their affeftions than their divine original and only 
happinefs. 

Compare your natural temper towards your heaven- 
ly Father, and towards your earthly parents, and how 
wide is the difference ! Nature works ftrong in your 
hearts towards them, but towards him all the filial 
paffions are dull and dead ; and why ? alas ! the rea- 
fon is, you are dead in trefpaffes andjins. But this re- 
lation of a Father is not the only relation our God 
fuftains to you; he is your fupreme King, to whom 
you owe allegiance ; your Lawgiver, whofe will is the 
rule of your condudt; and your Judge, who will call 
you to an account, and reward or punifh you accord- 
ing to your works ; but how unnatural is it to men to 
revere the mofl high God under thefe auguft charac- 
ters! 
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ters ! Where is there a king upon earth, however 
weak or tyrannical, but is more regarded by his fub- 
jedls than the King of heaven by the generality of 
men ? Wherever fiich excellent laws contemned and 
violated ? Did ever criminals treat their judge with 
fo much negleft and contempt ? And are thefe fouls 
alive to God who thus treat him ? No. Alas ! " they 
are dead in trefpaffes and fins ;*' however lively they 
arc towards other things, yet in this rcfpeft they are 
feized with a deadly ftupor. God is alfo our Guardian 
and Deliverer ; and from how many dangers has he 
preferved us ! from how many calamities has he deli- 
vered us ! Dangers, diftreffes, and deaths crowd upon 
us, and furround us in every age and every place : the 
air, the earth, the fea, and every element are pregnant 
with numberlefs principles of pain and death ready to 
feize and deftroy us : ficknefs and death fwarm around 
us : nay, they lie in ambulh in our own conftitution, 
and are perpetually undermining our lives, and yet 
our divine Guardian preferves us for months and years 
unhurt, untouched ; or, if he fufFers the calamity to 
fall, or death to threaten, he flies to our deliverance ; 
and how many falvations of this kind has he wrought 
for us -, falvations from accidents, from ficknefles, from 
pain, from forrows, from death; falvations for our 
perfons and our poflcflions, for ourfelves, and for our 
friends and relations ; falvations from dangers feen and 
unfeen ; falvations in infancy, in youth, and in ma- 
turer years ! Thefe things we cannot deny without 
the moft ftupid ignorance, and an atheiftical dift>elief 
of divine Providence. Now, fuch repeated, fuch 
long-continued, fuch unmerited favours as thefe would 
not pafs for nothing between man and man. We have 
hearts to feel fuch obligations s nay, the ten thou&ndth, 
the millionth part of fuch gracious care and goodnefs 
would be gratefully refented, and thankfully acknow- 
ledged. Indeed it is impoflible we fhould receive even 
this fmall, this very fmall proportion of favours from 
men in coraparifon of what we receive from God; 

and 
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and even when they are the inftniments of our deli* 
verance, he is the original Author. But after aU, is 
diere a natural aptitude in the hearts of men to think 
€^ their gracious Guardian and Saviour ? Does the 
{)rinciple of gratitude naturally lead them to love him, 
and to make thankful acknowledgments to him? 
Alas 1 no. They may indeed fed fome tranfient, ^- 
perficial workings of gratitude when under the frefli 
lenfeof ibme remarkable deliverance; but tfaefe im- 
preflions ibon wear off, and they become as thougfat- 
lefs and ftupid as ever. But let a man, like youriielves, 
^ave you from fome great diftrefs, you will always 
•grateAilly remember mm, think of him often with 
pleafure, and take all opportunities of returning his 
kindfiefs, efpecially if your deliverer was much yoiw 
fuperior, and independent upon you, if you had £:>r- 
feited his favour, provoked him, and incurred hisdif* 
fileafure : great favours from fuch an one would make 
-imprefTions upon the mofl obdurate heart. 

But though God be infinitely fuperior to us, and it 
is nothing to him what becomes of us, though we 
have rebelled againfl: him, and deferve his vengeance, 
yet t^n thoufand deliverances from his hands have 
little or no efi^ upon the hearts of men : all thefe 
cannot bring them to think of him, or love him as 
much as they do a friend, or a common benefaftor of 
their own fpecies : and does fuch ftupid ingratitude 
dificover any fpiritual life in them ? No : they are 
dead in this relpeft, though they are all alive to thofe 
paflions that terminate upon created objedte. Farther, 
God is the BenefaHor of mankind, not only in deliver- 
ing them from dangers and calamities, but in beftow- 
ing unnumbered pofitive bleffings upon them. Here 
I cannot pretend to be particular, for the lift of bleffings 
is endlefs; and it will be the happy employment of an 
eternity to recoUeA and enumerate them. What an 
extenfive and well fumifhed world has our God form- 
ed for our accommodation ! For us he has enriched 
the fun with light and heat, and the «arth with fruit- 

fulnefs. 
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fulnefs. The numerous inhabitants of etrery elenicnti 
the plants, minerals, and beafts of the earth, the fifhes 
of the fea, the fowls of the air, are all rendering their 
fervice to man; fome afford him food, and others 
work for him : the winds and feasj fire and water, 
ftones and trees, all conf!pir<5 to be ufeful to him. 
Our divine Benefadlor crowns us with the bleflings 
of liberty, of fociety, of fricndfhip, and the moft en- 
dearing relations : he preferves our heakh, gives us 
'^ rain from heaven, and fruitful feafons, and fills our 
hearts with food and gladnefs." In fhortj he gives 
us life, and breath, and all things ; every day, every 
hour, every moment has arrived to us richly freighted 
with bleflings ; bleflings have refided with us at home, 
and attended us abroad *, bleflings prefented tliemfelves 
ready for our enjoyment as foon as we entered into 
the world i then God provided hands to receive us, 
knees to fupport us, breafts to fuckle us, and parents 
to guard and cherifli us ; bleflings have grown up with 
us, and given fuch conftant attendance, that they are 
become familiar to us, and are the infeparable compa- 
nions of our lives. It is no new or ufeful thing to us 
tp fee an illuftrious fun rifing to give us the day, to 
enjoy repofe in the night, to rife refrefhed wd vigor- 
ous in the morning, to fee our tables fpread with plen- 
ty, the trees covered with fruit, the fields with grain, 
and various forms of animals growing up for our fup- 
port or fervice. Thefe are fuch familiar bleflings to 
us, that they too often feem things of courfe, or ne- 
cefTary appendages of our being. What a crowd of 
bleffings have crowned the prelent morning ! You 
^nd yours are alive and well, you have not come hi- 
ther ghaflly and pining with hunger, or agonizing with 
pain. How many refrefhing draughts of air have you 
drawn this morning ! how many i^rightly and regular 
pulfes have beat through your frame ! how many eafy 
motions have you performed with hands, feet^ eyes, 
tongue, and other members of your body ! and are 
not all thefe favours from God ? Yes, undoubtedly; 

Z ^d 
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and thus has he gone on bleffing you all your days, 
without any interruption at all in many of thefe par- 
ticulars of kindnefs, and with but very litde in the 
reft. Sinful and miferable as this world is, it is a trea* 
fury rich in bleffings, a ftore-houfe fiill of proviiions, 
a dwelling well fumifhed for the accommodation of 
mortals, and all by the care, and at the expence of 
that gracious God who firft made and ftill preifervcs it 
what it is. " Lord, whence is it then that the inha- 
bitants forget and neglcdt thee, as though they were 
not at all obliged to thee ? O ! whence is it that they 
love thy gifts, and yet difregard the Giver -, that they 
think lefs of thee than of an earthly father or friend, 
or an human benefador ; that there fhould be {o little 
gratitude towards thee, that of all benefaAors thou 
fliouldeft be the leaft acknowledged ; that the bene- 
fadtors of nations, and even of private perfons, in 
inftances unworthy to be mentioned with thofe of thy 
goodnefs, Ihould be celebrated, and even adored, 
while thou art neglefted, thine agency overlooked, 
and thy goodnefs forgotten ? O ! whence is this 
ftrange phaenomenon, this unaccountable, unprece- 
dented ftupldity and ingratitude in reafonable creatures ? 
Surely, if they had any life, any fenfation in this re- 
fpeft, they would not be capable of fuch a conduft ; 
but they are dead, dead to all the generous fenfations 
of gratitude to God: and as a dead corpfe feels no 
gratitude to thofe that perform the laft friendly office, 
and cover it with earth, fo a dead foul ftands unmov- 
ed under all the profufion of bleffings which Heaven 
pours upon it. 

The bleffings I have mentioned, which are confined 
to the prefent ftate^ are great, and deferve our won- 
der and thankfgiving, efpecially confidering that they 
are beftowed upon a race of rebellious, ungrateful 
creatures, who deferve the fevereft vengeance; but 
there ia a fet of bleffings yet unmentioned, of infinite- 
ly greater importance, in which all others are fwaltow- 
cd up, by the glory of which they are obfcured, like 

the 
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the ftars of night by the rifing fun. To fome of our 
race God has given crowns and kingdoms. For Ifrael 
Jehovah wrought the moft aftonifhing miracles ; feas 
and rivers opened to make way for them ; rocks burft 
into fprings of water to quench their thirft ; the clouds 
poured down manna, and fed them with bread from 
heaven : their God delivered Daniel from the jaws of 
hungry lions, and his three companions from the burn- 
ing fiery furnace. He has reftored health to the fick, 
fight to the blind, and life to the dead, Thefe blef- 
fings and deliverances have fomething majeftic and 
ftriking in them ; and had we been the fubjefts of 
them, we could not but have regarded them as great 
and Angular ; but what are thefe in comparifon of 
God*s gift of his Son, and the bleflings he has pur- 
chafed ! his Son, who is of greater value, and dearer 
to him than ten thoufand worlds ; his beloved Son, 
in whom he is well pleafed ; higi has he given for us, 
given up to three and thirty years of the moft mor- 
tifying abafement, and an inceflant conflidl with the 
fcvereft trials ; given up to death, and all the ignomi* 
ny and agonies of crucifixion. Thus has God loved 
our world ! and never was there fuch a difplay of love 
in heaven or on eartL You can no more find love 
equal to this among creatures, than you can find 
among them the infinite power that formed the uni- 
verfe out of nothing. This will ftand upon record to 
all eternity, as the unprecedented, unparalleled, ini- 
mitable love of God. And it appears the more illuf- 
trious when we confider that this unfpeakable gift was 
given to finners, to rebels, to enemies, that were fo 
far from deferving it, that, on the other hand, it is a 
miracle of mercy that they are not all groaning for 
ever under the tremendous weight of his juftice. O 
that 1 could fay fomething becoming this love ; fome- 
thing that might do honour to it ! but, alas ! the lan- 
guage of mortals was formed for lower fubjefts. This 
love pafles all defcription and all knowledge. Confi- 
der aJfo what rich bleflings Chrift has purchafed for 

us: 
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us : purchafed not with fuch corruptible things as filvcr 
and gold, but with his own precious blood : the price 
recommends and endears the bleffings, though they 
^re {o great in themfelves as to need no fuch recom- 
mendation. What can be greater or more fuitablc 
bleffings to perfons in our circumftances, than pardon 
for the guilty, redemption for flaves, righteoufnefsand 
juftification for the condemned, fandification for. the 
unholy, reft for the weary, comfort for mourners, the 
favour of God for rebels and exiles, ftrength for the 
impotent, proteftion for the helplefs, everlafting hap- 
pinefs for the heirs of hell 1 and, to fum up all, grace 
and glory, and every good thing, and all the unfearch- 
able riches of Chrift for the wretched and miferable, 
the poor, the blind, and naked ! Thefe are bleffings 
indeedj and, in comparifon of them, all the riches of 
the world are imppveriflied, and vanifli to nothing ; 
and all thefe bleffings are publifhed, offered freely, 
indpfinitely offered to you, to me, to the greateft fin- 
ner on earth, in the gofpel ; and we are allowed,— 
allowed did I fay ? we are invited with the utmoft im- 
portunity, intreated with the moft compaffionate ten- 
dernefs and condefcenfion, and commanded by the 
higheft authority, upon pain of eternal damnation, to 
accept the bleffings prefented to us ! And what re- 
ception does all this love meet with in our world ! I 
tremble to think of it. It is plain, thefe things are 
propofed to a world dead in fin ; for they are all ftill, 
all unmoved, all fenfelefs under fuch a revelation of 
infinite grace -, mankind know not what it is to be 
moved, melted, tranfported with the love of a cruci- 
fied Saviour, til! divine grace vifits their hearts, and 
forms them into new creatures : they feel no eager 
iblicitude, nay, not fo much as a willingnefs to receive 
thefe bleffings, till they become willing by almighty 
power : and judge ye, my brethren, whether they arc 
not dead fouls that are proof even againft the love of 
Cod in Chrift, that are not moved and melted by the 
Agonies of his crofs, that are carelefs about fuch inef- 
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timable blcffings as thefe ? Has that foul any (piritual 
life in it that can fit fenfelefs under the crofs of Jefus, 
that can forget him, negleA him, difhonour him, after 
all his love and all his luiFerings ; that feels a prevail- 
ing indifferency and langour towards him ; that loves 
him lefs than an earthly friend, and feeks him with 
lefs eagernefs than gold and iilver ? Is not every ge- 
nerous paffion, every principle of gratitude quite ex- 
tindl in fuch a fpirit P It may be alive to other ob- 
jefts, but towards this it is dead *, and alas ! is not this 
th^ common cafe ! O look round the world, and 
what do you fee but a general negleft of the blefled 
Jefus, and all the bleflings of his gofpel ? How cold, 
how untoward, how reluftant, how avcrfe are the 
hearts of men towards him ? how hard to perfuade 
them to think of him and love him ? Try to perfuade 
men to give over their fins which grieve him, difho- 
nour him, and were the caufe of his death j try to 
engage them to devote themfelves entirely to him, 
and live to his glory, alas ! you try in vain j their 
hearts ftill continue cold and hard as a ftone ; try to 
perfuade them to murder or robbery, and you are 
more likely to prevail. Suffer me, in my aflonifhment, 
to repeat this mofl melancholy truth again ; the gene- 
rality of mankind are habitually carelefs about the 
bleffed Jefus ; they will not feek him, nor give him 
their hearts and afFedions, though they mufl perifh 
for ever by their negleft of him ! Aftonifhing, and 
mofl lamentable, that ever fuch perverfenefs and ftupi- 
dity fhould feize the foul of man ! Methinks I could 
here take up a^ lamentation over* human nature, and 
fall on my knees with this prayer for my fellow-men, 
** Father of fpirits, and Lord of life, quicken, O 

auicken thefe dead fouls !" O, Sirs, while we fee 
eath all around us, and feel it benumbing our own 
fouls, who can help the mofl bitter wailing and lamen- 
tation ! who can reflrain himfelf from crying to the 
great Author of life for a happy refurredion 1 While 
jtl>e valley of dry bones lies before me, while the car- 
nage. 
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nage, the charnel-houfe of immortal fouls !ftrikes my 
fight all around me far and wide, how can I forbear 
crying. Come from the four winds j O breath \ breathe 
upon thefejlainy that they may Uve? But to turn from 
this digreffion, into which I was unavoidably hurried 
by the horror of the fubjeft, I would obferve farther, 
that kind ufage and pleafing treatment may not be al- 
ways beft for fuch creatures as we are : fatherly feve- 
rities and chaftifements, tliough not agreeable to us, 
yet may be neceflary and conducive to our greateft 
good. Accordingly, God has tried the force of chaf- 
tifements to make impreflions on our hearts : thefe in- 
deed have been but few in comparifon of his more 
agreeable difpenfations ; yet recoiled whether you have 
not frequently felt his rod. Have you not languifhed 
under i^cknefs and pain, and been brought within t 
near view of the king of terrors ? Have you not fuf- 
fered the bereavement of friends and relations, and 
met with lofles, adverfity, and difappointments ? 
Others have felt ftill greater calamities in a clofer fuc- 
ceflion, and with fewer mercies intermixed. Thefe 
things, one would think, would immediately bring 
men to regard the hand that fmites them, and make 
them fenfible of their undutiful conduft, which has 
procured the correftion : thefe are like the application 
of fire to one in a lethargy, to awaken him to life ; 
but alas I under all thefe affliftions, the ftupor and in- 
fenfibility ftill remain. Sinners groan by reaibn of 
oppreffion, but it is not natural for them to inquire. 
Where is God my Maker, that giveth fongs in the night ? 
It is not natural for .them to repent of their undutiful 
conduft and amend ; or, if they are awakened to fome 
little fenfe, while the painful rod of the Almighty is 
yet upon them, as foon as it is removed they become 
as hardened and fenfelefs as ever. And is not a ftatc 
of death a very proper reprefentation of fuch fullen, 
incorrigible ftupidity ? Living fouls have very tender 
fenfations ; one touch of their heavenly Father's hand 
makes deep impreflions upon them 5 they tremble at 

his 
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his frown, they fall and weep at his feet, they confefs 
their offences, and mourn over them 5 they fly to the 
arms of mercy -to efcape the impending blow ; and 
thus would ati do were they not quite destitute of fpi- 
ritual life. 

I have materials fufEcient for a difcourfe of fome 
hours ; but at prefent I mufl abruptly drop the fub- 
jeft : however, I cannot difmifs you without making 
a few reflcftions. And, 

I. What a ftrange affefting view does this fubjeft 
give us of this afTembly ! I doubt not but I may ac- 
commodate the text to fome of you with this agreea- 
ble addition, " You hath he quickened, though you 
were once dead in trefpafTes and fins." Though the 
vital pulfe beats faint and irregular, and your fpiritual 
life is but very low, yet, bleffed be God, you arc not 
entirely dead : you have fome living fenfations, fome 
lively and vigorous exercifes in religion. On the other 
hand, I doubt not but fome of you not only were, but 
flill are dead in trefpajfes and fins. It is not to be ex- 
pedted in our world, at leafl not before the millennium, 
that we fhall fee fuch a mixed company together, and 
all living fouls. Here then is the difference between 
you -, fome of you are fpiritually alive, and fome of 
you Are fpiritually dead : here the living and the dead 
»e blended together in the fame afTembly, on the fame 
feat, and united in the neareft relations : here fits a 
dead foul, there another, and there another, and a few 
living fouls are fcattered here and there among them : 
here is a dead parent and a living child, or a dead 
child and a living parent : here life and death (O fhock- 
ing!) are united in the bonds of conjugal love, and 
dwell under the fame roof: here is a aead fervant and 
a living mafter j and there a dead mafler (O terrible ! ) 
commands a living fervant. Should I trace the dif- 
tindtion beyond this aflembly Into the world, we 
fhaU find a family here and there that have a little life ; 
perhaps one, perhaps twoj^ difcover fome vital fymp- 
toms ^ but O what crowds of dead families ! all dead 

together. 
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together, and no endeavours ufed to bring one ano- 
ther to life; a death-like iilence about eternal things y 
a deadly ftupor and infenfibility reign among them ^ 
they breathe out no defircs and prayers after God, 
nor does the vital pulie of love beat in their hearts 
towards him; but, on the contrary, their fouls are 
putrifying in fin, which is very emphatically called 
corruption by the {acred writers ; they are over-run and 
devoured by their lufts, as worms infult and deftroy 
the dead body. Call to them, they will not awake ; 
thunder the terrors of the Lord in their ears, they will 
not hear ; offer them all the bleflings of the goipel, 
they will not ftretch out the hand of faith to receive 
them : lay the word of God, the bread of life, before 
them, they have no appetite for it. In fhort, the plain 
fymptoms of death are upon them : the animal is 
alive, but alas ! the fpirit is dead towards God. And 
what an affefting, melancholy view does this give of 
this afifembly, and of the world in general ! O ibai 
my bead were waters^ and mine eyes fountains of tearsy 
that I migbt weep day and night for the Jlain of the 
daughter of my people! Weep not for the af&ided, 
weep not over ghaftly corpfes diflblving into their ori- 
ginal duft, but O ! weep for dead fouls. Should God 
now ftrike all thofc perfons dead in this aflembly 
whofe fouls are dead in trefpafj'es andfins^ fliould he lay 
them all in pale corpfes before us, like Ananias and 
Sapphira at the apoftle's feet, what numbers of you 
would never return from this houfe more, and what 
lamentations would there be among the furviving few ! 
One would lofe a hufband or a wife, another a fon or 
a daughter, another a father or a mother ; and alas I 
would not fomc whole families be fwept off together, 
all blended in one promifcuous death ! Such a fight 
as this would iftrike terror into the hardieft heart 
among you. But what is this to a company of ra- 
tional fpirits flain and dead in trefpaflfes and fins ? How 
deplorable and inexpreffibly melancholy a fight this ! 
Therefore, 

2, 4ooake 
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2. Awake ibou that Jleepeftj and arife from tbedead^ 
tJfat Cbrift may give thee light. This call is direded 
to you dead iinners ; which is a fufficient warrant for 
mc to exhort and perfuade you. The principle of 
rcafon is ftill alive in you ; you are alfo fcnfible of 
your own intercft, and feel the workings of felf-love. 
It is God alone that can quicken you, but he eiFefts 
this by a power that does not exclude, but attends ra- 
tional inftrudions and perfuafions to your underfbnd- 
ing. Therefore, though I am fure you will continue 
dead ftill if left to yourfelves, yet with fome trembling 
hopes that his power may accompany my feeble words, 
and impregnate them with life, I call upon, I intreat, 
I charge you finners to roufe yourfelves out of your 
dead fleep, and feek to obtain fpiritual life. Now, 
while my voice founds in your ears, now, this moment, 
waft up this prayer, " Lord, pity a dead foul, a foul 
that has been dead for ten, twenty, thirty, forty years, 
or more, and lain corrupting in fin, and fay unto me, 
" Live : from this moment let me live unto thee.'* 
Let this prayer be ftill upon your hearts : keep your 
fouls always in a fupplicating pofture, and who knows 
but that he, who railed Lazarus from the grave, may 

fjive you a foiritual refurreftion to a more important 
ife ? But if you wilfully continue your fecurity, ex- 
pert in a little time to fufFer the fecond death ; the 
mortification will become incurable •, and then, though 
you will be ftill dead to God, yet you will be " trem- 
blingly alive all over** to the fenfations of pain and 
torture. O that I could gain but this one requcft of 
you, which your own intereft fo ftrongly enforces ( 
but alas ! it has been fo often refufed, that to expedt 
to prevail is to hope againft hope. 

3. Let the children of Goid be fenfible of their 
great happinefs in being made fpiritually alive. Life 
is a principle, a capacity neccflary for enjoyments of 
any kind. Without animal life you would be as in- 
capable of animal pleafures as a ftone or a clod ; and 
without fpiritual life you can no more enjoy the hap- 

A a pinefs 
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pineis of heaven than a beaft or a devil. This there- 
fore is a preparative, a previous qualification, and » 
fure pledge and earneft of everlafting life. How 
highly then are you diftinguifhed, and whatcaufc have 
you for gratitude and praife ! 

4. Let us all be fenfible of this important truth, that 
it is entirely by grace we are faved. This is the in- 
ference the apoftle exprefsly makes from this doftrine; 
and he is fo full of it, that he throws it into a paren- 
thefis (verfe the 5th) though it breaks the conneftion 
of his difcourfe-, and as foon as he has room he re- 
fumes it again (verfe 8th) and repeats it over and over, 
in various forms, in the compafs of a few verfes. By 
grace ye are faved, — By grace are you faved through faitb. 
"^It is the gift ofGod\ — not of yourfelves^ — not of works 
(verfe 9th.) This, you fee, is an inference that icem- 
ed of great importance to the apoftle ; and what caa 
more naturally follow from the premifes ? If we were 
once dead in fin, certainly it is owing to the freeft grace 
that we have been quickened ; therefore, when we fur- 
vey the change, let us cry, " Grace, grace unto it.** 



SERMON V. 

The Nature and Procefs of Spiritual Life. 



Ephes. ii. 4, 5r But God, who is rich in mercy, for 
his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we 
were dead in Jins, hath quickened us together with 
Chrijl. 

IT is not my ufual method to weary your attention 
by a long confinement to one fubjeft; and our re- 
ligion furnifhes us with fuch a boundlefs variety of 
important topics, that a minifter who makes them his 
ftudy will find no temptation to cloy you with repeti- 
tions, but rather finds it difficult to fpcak fa concifely 

on 
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on one fubjeft, as to leave room for others of equal 
importance : however the fubjeft of my laft difcourfe 
was fo copious and interefting, that I cannot difmifs 
it without a fupplement. I there lliewed you fome 
of the fymptoms of fpiritual death ; but 1 would not 
Jeave you dead as I found you ; and therefore I in- 
tend now to confider the counterpart of that fubjeft, 
and ftiew you the nature and fymptoms of fpiritual life. 
I doubt not but a number of you have been made 
alive to God by his quickening fpirit ; but many, I 
fear, ftill continue ^^^ J /» trefpajfes and fins \ and, while 
fuch are around me, I cannot help imagining my fitu- 
ation fomething like that of the prophet Ezekiel (ch. 
xxxvii.) in the midft of the valley full of dry bones, 
fpread far and wide around him : and ihould I be afk* 
«1, Can thefe dry bones, can thefe dead fouls live? I 
muft anfwer with him, — O Lord God, thou knoweft. 
*' Lord, I fee no fymptoms of life in them, no ten- 
dency towards it. I know nothing is impoflible to 
thee : I firmly believie thou canft infpire them with 
life, dry and dead as they are : and what thy defigns 
are towards them, whether thou intendeft to exert thy 
all-quickening power upon them, thou only knoweft, 
and I would not prefume to determine ; but this I 
know, that, if they are kft to themfelves, they wiU 
continue dead to all eternity ; for, O Lord, the ex- 
periment has been repeatedly tried; thy fervant has 
over and over made thofe quickening applications to 
them which thy Word, that facred difpenfary, pre- 
fcribes -, but all in vain ; they ftill continue dead to- 
wards thee, and lie putrifying more and rnore in tref- 
paffes and fins : however, at thy command, I would 
attempt the moft unpromifing undertaking ; I would 
proclaim even unto dry bones and dead fouls, y^ 
Jry bones, O ye dead fouls, bear the word of the Lord. 
£zek. xxxvii. 4. I would alfo cry aloud for the ani- 
mating breath of the holy Spirit, Come from the four 
winds and breathe \ breathe upon thefe Jlain, that they may 
Jive. V. 9. 

Ye 
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Ye dead finners, I would make one attempt more 
in the name of the Lord to bring you to life •, and if 
I have the leaft hope of fucxcfs, it is entirely owing 
to the encouraging peradventure that the quickening 
fpirit of Chrift may work upon your hearts while I 
am addreffing myfelf to your ears. And, O Sirs, let 
us all keep our fouls in' a praying pofture, throughout 
this difcourfe. If one of you fhould fall into a moon 
or an apoplexy, how would all about you beftir them- 
felves to bring you to life again ! And alas ! (hall dead 
fouls lie fo thick among us, in every aflembly, in every 
family ; and fhall no means be ufed for their recovery ? 
Did Martha and Mary apply to Jefus with all the arts 
of importunity in behalf of their fick and deceafed 
brother, and are there not fome of you that have dead 
relations, dead friends and neighbours, I mean dead 
in the worft fenfe, " dead in trefpafles and fins ?*' and 
will ypu not apply to Jefiis, the Lord of life, and 
follow him with yoijr importunate cries, till he come 
and call them to Ijfe ? Now let parents turn intercef- 
fors for their children, children for their parents, 
friend for friend, neighbour for neighbour, yea enemy 
for enemy. O ! fhould we all take this method, .we 
might foon expeft to fee the valley of dry bones full of 
living fouls, an exceeding great army. Ezek. xxxvii. lo. 

In praying for this great and glorious event, you 
do not pray for an impoflibility. Thoufands, as dead 
as they, have obtained a joyful refurreftion by the 
power of God. Here in my text you have an inftance 
of a promifcuous crowd of Jews and Gentiles that 
had lain dead in fin together, and even St. Paul among 
them, who were recovered to life, and are now enjoyr 
ing an immortal life in th^ heavenly regions ; and, 
blefled by God, this fpjritual life is not entirely exr 
tinft among us. Among the multitudes of dead fouls 
that we every whece meet with, we find here and there 
a foul that has very diflFerent fymptoms : once indeed 
it was like the reft ; but now, while they are quite 
fcnfelefs of divine things, and have no vital afpirations 

after 
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after God, this foul cannot be content with the richeft 
affluence of created enjoyments ; it pants and breathes 
after God ; it feeds upon his word, it feels an almigh- 
ty energy in eternal things, and receives vital fenfa- 
tions from them. It difcovers life and vigour in de- 
votion, and ferves the living God with pleafure, tho' 
it is alfo fubjeA to fits of languifhment, and at times 
feems juft expiring, and to lofe all fenfation. And 
whence is this vaft difference ? Why is this foul fo 
different from what it once was, and what thoufands 
around ftill are ? Why can it not, like them, and 
like itfelf formerly, lie dead and fenfelefs in fin, with- 
out any vital imprefjions or experiences from God or 
divine things? The reafon, the happy reafon, my 
brethren, is, this is a living foul : " God, out of the 
great love wherewith he loved it, hath quickened it 
together with Chrift," and hence it is alive to him* 

My prefent defign is to explain the nature and pro- 
perties of this divine life, and to fhew you the man- 
ner in which it is ufually begun in the foul : I fhall 
open with the confideration of the lafl particular. - 

Here you mufl obferve, that, though fpiritual life 
is infbntaneoufly infufed, yet God prepares the foul 
for its reception by a courfe of previous operations. 
He fpent fix days in the creation of the World, though 
he might have fpoken it into being in an inftant. — 
Thus he ufually creates the foul anew after a gradual 
procefs of preparatory aftions. In forming the firft 
man, he firll created chaos out of nothing, then he 
digefted it into earth ; on the fixth day he formed and 
organized the earth into a body, with all its endlefs 
variety of members, juices, mufcles, fibres, veins, 
and arteries ; and then, after this procefs, he infpired 
it with a living foul ; and what was but a lump of 
clay, fprung up a perfeft man. Thus alfo the foetus 
in the womb is for feme months in formation before 
the foul or the principle of life is infufed. In like 
manner the Almighty proceeds in quickening us with 
fpiritual life s we all pafs through a courfe of prepara- 
tion. 
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tion, though fome through a longer, and fome ftiorter. 
And as one reafon why the great Creator took up fo 
much time in the creation of the world probably was, 
that he might allow the angels time for leifurely fur- 
veys of the aftoniftiing procefs, fo he may advance 
thus gradually in the new creation, that we may ob- 
ferve the various fteps of the operation, and make pro- 
per reflexions upon it in future life. My prefent de- 
iign is to trace thefe fteps to their grand refult, that 
you may know whether ever divine grace has carried 
you through this gracious procefs. 

And that you may not fdl into needlcfs perplesdtieSi 
it may be neceflary for me to premife farther, that 
there is a great variety in thefe preparatory operations, 
ari3 in the degrees of fpiritual life. Indeed the dif- 
ference is only circumftantial, for the work is fubftan- 
tially the fame, and fpiritual life is fubftandally the 
fame in all ; but then, in fuch circumftances as the 
length of time, the particular external means, thed^ 
gree of previous terror, and of fubfequent joy and 
vitality, &c. God exercifes a fovereign freedom, and 
(hews that he has a variety of ways by which to, ac- 
i:ompli(h his end ; and it is no matter how we obtain 
it, if we have but fpiritual life. I fhall therefore en- 
deavour to confine myfelf to the fubftance of this 
work, without its peculiarities, in different fubjedls ; 
and, when I cannot avoid defcending to particulars, I 
(hall endeavour fo to diverfify them, as that they may 
be eafily adapted to the various cafes of different Chrif- 
tians. To draw their common lineaments, whereby 
they may be diftinguifhed from all others, is fufficient 
to my prefent purpofe ; whereas, to draw the parti- 
cular lineaments, or peculiar features, whereby they 
may be diftinguifhed from one another, is a very dif- 
ficult tafk, and cannot be of any great fervice to what 
I have now in defign. 

I have only one thing more to premife, and that is, 
that the way by which divine grace prepares a (inner 
for fpiritual life, is by working upon all the principles 

of 
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of the rational life, and exciting him to exert them to 
the utmoft to obtain it. Here it is proper for you to 
recollefl: what I obferved in my laft difcourfe, that 
even a finner dead in trefpafles and fins is alive, and 
capable of aftioh in other refpefts : he can not only 

})erform the aftions, and feel the fenfations of animal 
ife, but he can alfo exercife his intelleftual powers 
about intelledhial objefts, and even about divine things i 
he is capable of thinking of thefe, and of receiving 
fome impreflions from them : he is alfo capable of at- 
tending upon the ordinances of the gofpel, and per- 
forming the external duties of religion. Thefe things 
a finner may do, and yet be dead in fin. Indeed he 
will not exercife his natural powers about thefe things 
while left to himfelf : he has the power, but then he 
has no difpofition to employ it : he is indeed capable 
of meditating upon fpiritual things, but what does 
this avail when he will not turn his mind to fuch ob- 
jeAs ? or if he does, he confiders them as mere fpe- 
culations, and not as the moft interefting and impor- 
tant realities. How few, or how fuperficial and un- 
afFefting are a finner's thoughts of them ! Heaven 
and hell are objefts that may ftrike the paflions, and 
raife the joys and fears of a natural man, but in gene- 
ral he is little or nothing imprefled with them. He 
is capable of prayer, hearing, and ufing the means of 
grace ; but I believe, if you make obfervations upon 
the conducft of mankind, that you will find they are 
but feldom employed in thefe duties, or that they per- 
form them in fuch a carelefs manner, that they have 
no tendency to anfwer the end ot their inftitution. In 
fliort, the more I know of mankind, I have the lower 
opinion of what they will do in religion when left to 
themfelves. They have a natural power, and we have 
feen all poflible means ufed with them to excite them 
to put it forth ; but alas ! all is in vain, and nothing 
will be done to propofe till God ftir them up to exert 
fheir natural abilities : and this he performs as a pre- 
parative for fpiritual life. He brings the finner to 

exert 
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exert all his aftive powers in feeking this divine prin- 
ciple : nature does her utmoft, and all outward means 
are tried before a fupernatural principle is implanted. 

The evangelift John has given us the hifl:ory of the 
refurredion of the dead body of Lazarus after it had 
been four days in the grave ; and I would now give 
you the hiftory of a more glorious refurreftion, the 
refurre(5tion of a foul that had lain dead for months and 
years, and yet is at laft quickened by the fame almigh* 
ty power with a divine and immprtal life. 

Should I exemplify it by a pkrtjcular inftanee, I 
might fix upon this or that perfon in **this aflembly, 
and remind you, and inform others, of the procefs of 
this work in your fouls. And O ! how happy arc 
fuch of you, that you may be produced as i^ftances 
in this cafe ! 

You lay for ten, twenty, thirty years, or more, dead 
in trefpafles and fins; you did not breathe and pant 
like a living foul after God and holinefs ; you had 
little more fenfe of the burden of fin than a corpfe of 
the prefTure of a mountain ; you had no appetite for 
the living bread that came down from heaven ; the 
vital pulfe of facred paflions did not beat in your 
hearts towards God and divine things, but you lay 
putrifying in fin; filthy lufls preyed upon you like 
worms on the bodies of the dead ; you fpread the con- 
tagion of fin around you by your converfation and 
example, like the flench and corrupt effluvia of a rot- 
ten carcafs ; you were odious and abominable to God, 
fit to be fhut up in the infernal pit out of his fight v 
and you were objefts of horror and lamentation to alt 
that knew and duly confidered your cafe, your deplo- 
rable cafe. During this time many quickening appli- 
cations were made to you ; you had friends that ufed 
all means to bring you to life again ; but alas ! all in 
vain; confcience proved your friend, and pierced and 
chafed you, to bring you to fome feeling, but you 
remained flill fenfelefs, or the fymptoms of life fbon 
vanifhed. — God did not cafl you away as irrecoverably 

dead. 
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dead, but ftirred and agitated vou within, and ftrug- 
gled long with the principles or death to fubdue them : 
and, if it was your happy lot to live under a faithful 
miniftry, the living oracles that contain the feeds of 
the divine life were applied to you with care and foli- 
citude. The terrors of the Lord were thundered in 
your ears to awaken you. The experiment of a Sa- 
viour's dying love, and the rich grace of the gofpel^ 
were repeatedly tried upon you : now you were carri- 
ed within hearing of the heavenly mufic, and withia 
fight of the glories of Paradife, to try if thefe Would 
charm you ; now you were, as it were, held over the 
flames of hell, that they might by their pungent pains 
fcorch and ftarde you into life. Providence alfo con* 
curred with thefe applications, and tried to recover 
you by mercies and judgments, fickneis and health, 
lofTes and pofTefllons, difappointments and fuccefTes, 
threatenings and deliverances. If it was your un- 
happy lot to lie among dead fouls like yourfelf, you 
had indeed but little pity from them, nay, they and 
Satan were plying you with their opiates and poifon to 
confirm the deadly fleep. And O ! how aftonifhing 
is it that you fhould be quickened in a charnel-houfe, 
in the manfions of the dead, with dead fouls lying all 
round you ! But if it was your happinefs to be in the 
fociety of the living, they pitied you, they ftirred and 
agitated you with their warnings and perfuafion8,sthey, 
like Martha and Mary in behalf of their dcceafed bro-r 
ther, went to Jefus with their cries and importunities, 
" Lord, my child, my parent, my fervant, my neigh- 
bour is dead, O come and reftore him to life ! Lord, 
if thou hadft been here, he would not have died; but 
even now I know it is not too late for thee to raife 
him." Thus, when one is dead in our heavenly Fa- 
ther's family, the whole houfe fhould be alarmed, and 
all the domeftics be bufy in trying to bring him to life 
again. But O ! refleft with fhame and forrow how 
I^ig all thefe quickening applications were in vain; 
you ftill lay in a dead fleep, or, if at times you feem- 

Bb cd 
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cd to move, and gave us hopes you were coining to 
fife again, you foon relapfed, and grew as fenfelefe a& 
ever. And alas ! arc there not fome of you in this 
condition to this very moment ? O deplorable fight ! 
May the hour come, and O that this may be the hour, 
in which fuch dead foub^^ bear ibe voice of the Son 
of God and live. John v. 25. 

But as to fuch of you in whom I would exemplify 
this hiftory of a fpiritual rcfurreftion when your cafe 
Was thus deplorable, and feemingly helplefs, the hap- 
py hour, the time of love came, when you muft live* 
When all thefe applications had been unfuccefsful, 
the all-quickening fpirit of God determined to exert 
more of his energy, and work more efFedhially upon 
you. Perhaps a verfe in your Bible, a fentence in a 
fermon, an alarming providence, the converfation of a 
pious friend, or fomething that uncxpcAedly occurred 
to your own thoughts, firft ftruck your minds with 
iinufual force ; you found you could not harden your- 
felves againfl it as you were wont to do ; it was attend- 
ed with a power you never before had felt, and which 
you could not refifl : this made you thoughtful and 
penfive, and turned your minds to objefts that you 
were wont to negledt ; this made you ftand and paufe, 
and think of the flatc of your neg^efted fouls : you 
began to fear matters were wrong with you ; " What 
will become of me when I leave this world ? where 
fhall I refide for ever ? Am I prepared for the eter- 
nal world? How have I fpent my life?" Thefe, 
and the like inquiries put you to a ftand, and you 
could not pa6 over them fo fuperficially as you were 
wont to do ; your fins now appeared to you in a new 
light ', you were fhocked and furprized at their malig- 
nant nature, their number, their aggravations, and 
their dreadful confequences. The great God, whom 
you were wont to negle<5t, appeared to you as a Being 
that demanded your regard ; you faw he was indeed a 
venerable, awful, majeftic Being, with whom you had 
the moft important' concern: in fhort, you faw that 

fuch 
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iiich a life as you had led would never bring you to 
heaven : you faw you muft make religion more your 
bufinefs than you had ever done, and hereupon you 
altered your former courfe ; you broke ofF from feve- 
ral of your vices, you deferted your extravagant com- 
pany, and you began to frequent the throne of grace, 
to ftudy religion, and to attend upon its inftitutions \ 
and this you did with fome degree of earneftnefs and 
folicitude. 

When you were thus reformed, you began to flat- 
ter yourfelves that you had efcaped out of your dan- 
gerous condition, and fecured the divine favour ; now ♦ 
you began to view yourfelves with fecret felf-applaufe 
as true Chriftians ; but all this time the reformation 
was only outwaiti, and there was no new principle of 
» divine fupematural life implanted in your hearts : 
you had not the generous pafSons and fenfations of 
living fouls towards God, but afted entirely from na- 
tural, felfifti principles : you had no clear heart-afFeft- 
ing views of the intrinfic evil, and odious nature of 
din, confidered in itfelf, nor of the entire univerfal 
corruption of your nature, and the neceflSty not only 
of adorning your outer man by an external reforma- 
tion, but of an inward change of heart by the almigh- 
ty power of God : you were not deeply fenfible of the 
extent and fpirituality of the divine law, nor of the 
infinite piwrity and inexorable juftice of the Deity : 
you had no love for religion and virtue for their own 
iakes, but only on account of their happy confequences. 
Indeed your love of novelty and a regard to your own 
happinefs might fo work upon you, for a time, that 
you might have very raifed and delightful paflions in 
religious duties; but all your religion at that time was 
a mere fyftem of felfifhnefs, and you had no generous 
difinterefted delight in holinefs for its own excellency, 
nor did you heartily reliih the ftridnefs of pure, living 
religion : you were alfo under the government of a 
felf-righteous fpirit : your own good works were the 
ground of your hopes, and you Jiad no relifh for the 

mprtifying 
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mortifying dodrine of falvation through the mere 
mercy of God and the righteoufncfs of Jcfus Chrift; 
though your education taught you to acknowledge 
Chrift as the only Saviour^ and afcribc all your hopes 
to his death, yet in reality he wa» of very Jittle im- 
portance in your religion ; he had but little place in 
your heart and afFeftions, even when you urged hi3 
name ^s your only plea at the throne of grace : in 
ftiort, you had not the fpirit of the gofpel, nor any 
ipiritual life within you. And tliis is all the religion 
with which multitudes arc contented ; with this they 
obtain a name that they live ; but in the^ght of God, 
and in reality, they are dead \ and had you been fuf- 
fered to reft here, according tp your own defire, yoij 
>youid have been dead ftill. 

But Qod, who is rich (O how inconceivably rich !) 
in mercy^ for the great Ipve wherewith beloved you, 
refolved tp carry on his work in you ; and therefore, 
while you were flattering yourfelyes, and elated with 
a proud conceit of a happy change in your condition, 
he furprized you with a very different view of your 
cafe ; he opened your eyes farther, and then you faw, 
you felt thofe things, of which till then you had little 
fenfe or apprehenfion ; fuch as the corruption of your 
hearts, the awful ftriftnefs of the divine law, your 
Titter inability to yield pprfeft obedience, and the ne- 
ceffity of an inward change of the inclinations and re- 
liflies of your foul. Thefe, and a great many other 
things of a like nature, broke in upon your minds 
with ftriking evidence, and a kind of almighty cner7 
gy ; and now you faw you were ftill " dead in fin," 
weak, indifpofed, ayerfe towards fpiritual things, and 
?' dead in law," condemned to everlafting deatli and 
mifery by its righteous fentence : now you fet about 
the duties of religion with more earneftnefs than ever ; 
now you prayed, you heard, and ufed the other means 
of grace as for your life, for you faw that your eternal 
life was indeed at ftake ; and now, when you put the 
jnattcr to a thorough trial, you were more fenfible 
" ' thar^ 



$eim. $. ef Jpiritual Life. 189 

than ever of your own weaktiefs, and the diflkultJes 
in your way. ^* O ! wlio would have thought my 
heart had been fo depraved that it fhould thus fly off 
from God, and ftruggle and reluftate againfl: return- 
ing to him ?** fuch was then your language. Alas ! 
you found yourfelves quite helplefs, and all your ef- 
forts feeble and inefFeftual ; then you perceived your- 
felves really dead in fin, and that you muft continue 
{o to all eternity, unlefs quickened by a power infinite- 
ly fuperior to your own : not that you lay fiothful and 
inaftive at this time ; no, never did you exert your- 
felves fo vigoroufly in all your life, never did you be- 
fiege the throne of grace with fuch earneft importuni- 
ty, never did yoij hear and read with fuch eager atten- 
tion, or make fuch a vigorous refiftance againft fin and 
temptation : all your natural powers were exerted to 
the higheft pitch, for now you faw your cafe required 
it : but you found all your nvoft vigorous endeavours 
infufficient, and you were fenfible that, without the 
3ffifl:ance of a fuperior power, the work of religion 
could never be effe<5led. 

Now you were reduced very low indeed. While 
you imagined you could render yourfelves fafe by a 
reformation in your own power, you were not much 
alarmed at your condition, though you faw it bad. 
But O ! to feel yourfelves dead in fin, and that you 
cannot help yourfelves ; to fee yourfelves in a ftate of 
condemnation, liable to execution every moment, and 
yet to find all your own endeavours utterly infufficient 
to relieve you ; to be obliged, after all you had done, 
to lie at mercy, and confefs that you were as deferving 
of everlafting puniftiment as ever the mofl: notorious 
criminal was of the ftroke af public juftice : this was 
a fliate of extreme dejeftion, terror, and anxiety in- 
deed. The proud, felf-confident creature was never 
thoroughly mortified and humbled till now, when he 
is flain by the law, and entirely cut off from all hopes 
from himfelf. 

And 
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And now, finding you could not fave yourfelvcj, 
you began to caft about you, and look out for another 
to fave you: now you were more fenfible than ever 
of the abfolute need of Jefus ; and you cried and 
reached after him, and ftirred up yourfelves to take 
hold of him. The gofpel brought the free offer of 
him to your ears, and you would fain have accepted 
of him ; but here new difficulties arofe. Alas ! you 
did not think yourfelves good enough to accept of 
him, and hence you took a great deal of fruitlefs pains 
to make yourfelves better : you alfo found your hearts 
ftrangely averfe to the gofpel-method of falvation* 
and, though a fenfe of your neceffity made you try 
to work up yourfelves to an approbation of it, yet 
you could not affeftionately acquiefce in it, and cordi- 
ally relifti it. 

And now, how melancholy was your fituation ! 
you were " ftiut up to the faith," Gal. iii. 23. there 
was no other poffible way of efcape, and yet, alas ! 
you could not take this way : now you were ready to 
cry, " I am cut off : my ftrength and my hope are 
perifhed from the Lord •," but, blefled be God, he 
did not leave you in this condition. Man's extremity 
of diftrefs is God's opportunity for relief and ialvar 
tion ; and fo you found it. . 

Now the procefs of preparatory operations is juft 
come to a rcfult. Now it is time for God to work, 
for nature has done her utmoft, and has been found 
utterly infufficient -, now it is pcoper a divine fuper- 
natural principle fhould be infufed, for all the princi- 
ples of nature have failed, and the proud (inner is ob- 
liged to own it, and ftand ftill, and fee the falvation 
of God. In this fituation you wanted nothing but 
fuch a divine principle to make you living chriflians 
indeed. Thefe preparatives were like the taking away 
the ftone from the fepulchre of Lazarus, which was 
a prelude of that almighty voice which called him 
from the dead. Now you appear to me like the dry 
bones in Ezekiel's vifion, in one flage of the operation. 

After 
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After there had been a noife, and a (haking among 
them, and the bones had come together, bone to his 
bone-, / hbeld^ fays he, and hj the finews and the 
flejh came up upon tbem^ and thejkin covered them above ^^ 
but there was no breath in them •, Ezek. xxxvii. 8. this 
was all that was wanting to make them living men. In 
like manner you at this time had the external appear- 
ance of chriftians, but .you had no divine fupernatural 
life in you ; you were but the fair carcafes of chrif- 
tians ; your religion had a body completely formed, 
but it had no foul in it ; and, had the holy fpirit now 
given over his work, you would have continued dead 
ftill. 

But now the important crifis is come, when he who 
flood over the grave of Lazarus, and pronounced the 
life-reftoring mandate, Lazarus^ come forth ; when he 
who breathed into Adam the breath of life, and made 
him a living foul -, I fay, now the crifis is come, when 
he will implant the principles of life in your fouls ; 
fuddenly you feel the amazing change, and find you 
are adting from principles entirely new to you ; for 
now your hearts that were wont to relucftate, and ftart 
back from God, rife to him with the fl:rongeft afpira- 
tions : now the way of falvation through Chrift, which 
you could never relifti before, appears all amiable and 
gloiious, and captivates your whole fouls. Holinefs 
has lovely and powerful charms, which captivate you 
to the moft willing obedience, notwithftanding your 
former difguft to it ; and, though once you were en- 
amoured with fin, or difliked it only becaufe you could 
not indulge it with impunity, it now appears to you a 
mere mats of corruption and deformity, an abomina- 
ble thing, which you hate above all other things on 
earth or in hell. At this juncture you were animated 
with a new life in every faculty of your fouls, and 
hereupon you felt the inftinds, the appetites, the fym- 
pathies and antipathies of a new life, a divine life, 
juftly ftiled by the apoftle the life of God-, the life of 
God in the foul of man. The pulfe of facred paifions 

began 
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began to beat towards fpiritual objeAs; the vital 
warmth of love fprcad itfelf through your whole 
frame; you breathed out your defires and prayers be- 
fore God ; like a new-born infant vou began to cry 
after him, and at times you have learned to lifp his 
name with filial endearment, and cry Abba^ Father j 
you hungered and thirfled after righteoufnefs, and as 
every kind of life muft have its proper nourifhment, 
fo your fpiritual life fed upon Chrift, the living bread, 
and the fincere milk of his word. You alfb felt a new 
fet of fenfations ; divine things now made deep and 
tender impreffions upon you; the great realities of re- 
ligion and eternity now afFefted you in a manner un- 
known before ; you likewife found your fouls aAuated 
with life and vigour in the fervice of God, and in the 
duties you owed to mankind. This ftrange alteration, 
no doubt, filled you with furprize and amazement, 
ibmething like that of Adam when he found himfelf 
ftart into life out of his eternal non-exiftencc. With 
thefe new fenfations every thing appeared to you in a 
quite different light, and you could not but wonder 
diat you had never perceived them in that manner 
before. 

Thus, my dear brethren, when you were even dead 
in fin, God quickened you together with Chrift. It 
is true, the principle of life might be very weak at firfl, 
like the life of a new-born infant, or a foetus juft ani- 
mated in the womb : nay, it may be ,but very weak 
ffa'li, and at times may languifh, and feem juft expir- 
ing in the agonies of death ; but, blefled be the quick- 
ening fpirit of Chrift, fince the happy hour or your 
refurreAion you have never been, and you never will 
be to all eternity, what you once were, '' dead in tref- 
pafles and fins." Should I give you your bwn hiftory 
fince that time, it would be to this purpofe, and you 
will difcern many fymptoms of life in it. You have 
often known what ficknefs of foul is, as well as of 
body ; and fbmetimes it has rifen to fuch a height as 
to endanger your fpiritual life. The feeds of fin, that 

ftill 
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ftill lurk in your conftitution, like the principles of 
death, or a deadly poifon circulating through your 
veins, have often ftruggled for the maftery, and caft 
you into languifhing or violent diforders > then was 
the divine life oppreflcd, and you could not freely 
draw the breath of prayer and pious defires ; you loft 
the appetite for the word of God, and what you re- 
ceived did not digeft well and turn to kindly nourifh- 
ment; the pulfe of facred paffions beat faint and irre- 
gular, the vital heat decayed, arid you felt a death-like 
cold creeping upon you and benumbing you. Some* 
times you have been afHicfted, perhaps, with convul- 
fions of violent and outrageous paffions, with the 
dropfy of infatiable defires after things below, with 
the lethargy of carnal fecurity, or the feve^ of luft : 
at other times you have felt an univerfal diforder 
through your whoSe frame, and you hardly knew 
what ailed you, only you were fure your fouls were 
not well ; but perhaps your moft common diforder 
that feizes you is a kind of confumption, a lownefs 
of fpirits, a languor and weaknefs, the want of ap- 
petite for your fpiritual food, or perhaps a naufea and 
difguft towards it ; you alfo live in a country very un- 
yrholefome to living fouls ; you dwell among the dead, 
and catch contagion from the converfation of thofe 
around you, and this heightens the diforder : add fur- 
ther, that old ferpent the devil labours to infed you 
with his deadly poifon, and increafe the peccant hu- 
mours by his temptations : at fuch times you can hard- 
ly feel any workings of fpiritual life in you, and you 
fear you are entirely dead; but examine ftriftly, and 
you will difcover fome vital fymptoms even in this bad 
habit of foul ; for does not your new nature exert it- 
felf to work oflF the diforder? Are not your fpirits 
in a ferment, and do you not feel yourfelves in exqui- 
lite pain, or at leaft.. greatly uneafy ? Give all the 
world to a fick man, and he defpifes it all : " O give 
me my health," fays he, " or you give me nothing.** 
So it is with you 5 nothing can content you while your 

C c louls 
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fouls are thus out of order. Do you not long for their 
recovery, that you may go about your bufinefe ag^n ; 
I mean that you may engage in the fervice of God 
with all the vigour of health ? and do you not apply 
to Chrift as your only phyfician in this condition ? 
And O ! what an healing balm is his blood ! what a 
reviving cordial is his love ! and how kindly does his 
fpirit purge off the corrupt humours, and fubdue the 
principles of fin and death ! Has not experience 
taught you the meaning of the apoftle, when he fays, 
Chrift is our life: and / live^ yet not 7, but Chrift livetb 
in me. Gal. ii. 20. Do you not percieve that Chrift 
is your vital head, and that you revive or languifh juft 
as he communicates or withholds his influence ? And 
have you not been taught in the fame way what is the 
meaning of that expreffion fo often repeated. The juft 
ft)all live by his faith ? Hab. ii. 4. Do you not find 
that faith is, as it were, the grand artery by which 
you derive life from Chrift, and by which it is circu- 
lated through your whole frame •, and that when faith 
languifhes, then you weaken, pine away, and perhaps 
fall into a fwoon, as though you were quite dead ? 
Are you not careful of the health of your fouls ? You 
endeavour to keep them warm with the love of God \ 
you fliun thofe fickly regions as far as you can, where 
the example and converfation of the wicked fpread 
their deadly infeftion, and you love to dwell among 
living fouls, and breathe in their wholefome air. 
Upon the whole, it is evident, notwithftanding your 
frequent indifpofitions, you have fome life within you : 
life takes occafion to fhew itfelf, even from your dif- 
orders. It is a plain fymptom of it, that you have 
fomething within you that makes fuch a vigorous re- 
fiftance againft the principles of fin and death, and 
throws your whole frame into a ferment, till it has 
wrought off the diftemper. In ftiort, you have the 
fenfations, the fympathies and antipathies, the plea* 
fures and pains of living fouls. 

And 
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And is it fo indeed ? Then from this moment 
begin to rgoice and blefs the Lord, who raifed you 
to fpiritual life. O let the hearts he has quickened 
beat with his love-, let the lips he has opened, when 
quivering in death, fpeak his praife, and devote that 
life to him which he has given you, and which he ftill 
fupports ! 

Confider what a divine and noble kind of life he 
has given you. It is a capacity and aptitude for the 
moft exalted and divine fervices and enjoyments. Now 
you have a relifh for the Supreme Good as your hap- 
pinefs, the only prpper food for your immortal fouls, 
and he will not fufFer you to hunger and thirft in vain, 
but will fatisfy the appetities he has implanted in your 
nature. You have fome fpirit and life in his fervice, 
and are not like the dead fouls around you, that are 
all alive towards other objefts, but abfolutely dead to- 
wards him : you have alfo noble and exalted fenfations; 
yod are capable of a fet of pleafures of a more refined 
and fublime nature than what are relifhed by groveling 
finners. From your inmoft fouls you deteft and nau- 
feate whatever is mean, bafe, and abominable, and 
you can feaft on what is pure, amiable, excellent, and 
worthy of your love. Your vitiated tafte for trafh 
and poifon is cured, and you feed upon heavenly 
bread, upon food agreeable to the conftitution of your 
fpiritual nature ; and hence you may infer your meet- 
nefs for the heavenly world, that region of perfeft vi- 
tality. You have a difpofition for its enjoyments and 
fervices, and this is the grand preparative. God will 
not encumber the heaven of his glory with dead fouls, 
nor infeft the pure falubrious air of Paradife with the 
poifon of their corruption ; but the everlafting doors 
are always open for living fouls, and not one of them 
ftiall ever be excluded; nay, the life of heaven is al- 
ready within you; the life that reigns with immortal 
health and vigour above, is the very fame with that 
which works in your breafts ; only there it is arrived 
to maturity and perfeftion, and here it is in its rudi- 
ments 
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xnents and weaknefs. Your animal life, which was 
hardly perceivable in the womb, was the very fame 
with that which now poffcffes yoy, only now it is 
come to perfeftion. Thus you are now angels in em- 
bryo, the foetus (might I be allowed the expreffion) 
of glorified immortals; and when you are bom out 
of the womb of time into the eternal world, this fee- 
ble fpark of fpiritual life will kindle and blaze, and 
render you as aftive and vigorous as " the rapt feraph 
that adorns and burns." Then you will feel no more 
weaknefe, no more languors, no more qualms of in- 
difpofition ; the poifon of temptation and the corita- 
gion of bad example cannot reach you there ; and the 
inward feeds of ficknefs and death will be purged en- 
tirely out of your fouls : you will be got quite out of 
the fickly country, and breathe a pure reviving air, 
the natural element of your fouls. There you will 
find the fountain, yea, whole rivers of the waters of 
life, of which you will drink in large draughts ^or 
ever and ever, and which will infpire you with immor« 
tal life and vigour. O how happy are you in this 
fingle gift of fpiritual life ! this is a life that cannot 
perifh, even in the ruins of the world. What though 
you muft ere long yield your mortal bodies and animal 
life to death and rottenncfs ? your moft important life 
is immortal, and fubjeft to no fuch diflblution ; and 
therefore be courageous in the name of the Lord, and 
bid defiance to all the calamities of life, and all the 
terrors of death ; for your life is bid with Chriji in God\ 
and when Chriflj who is your life, fhall appear, thenjhall 
you alfo appear with him in glory. Col. iii. 3, 4. 

I would willingly go on in this ftrain, and leave 
the pulpit with a relifh of thefe delightful truths upon 
my fpirit ; but, alas ! I muft turn my addrefs to ano- 
ther fet of perfons in this aflembly ; but " where is 
the Lord God of Elijah," who reftored the Shuna- 
mite's fon to life by means of that prophet ? I am 
going to call to the dead, and I know they will not 
hear, unlefs he attend my feeble voice with his almigh- 
ty 
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ty power. I would pray over you, like Elijah over 
the dead child, O Lord Gody let this Jtnner*s life come 
into him againL i Kings xvii. 21. Are not the living 
and the dead promifcuoufly blended in this affembly f 
Here is a dead foul, there another, and there another, 
all over the houfe ; and here and there a few living 
fouls thinly fcattered among them. Have you ever 
been carried through fuch a preparatory procefs as I 
tave defcribed ? or if you are uncertain about this, as 
fome may be who are animated with fpiritual life, in- 
quire, have you the feelings, the appetites and aver- 
fions, the pleafing and the painful fenfations of living 
fouls ? Methinks confcience breaks its filence in fome 
of you, whether you will or not, and cries, " O no; 
there is not a fpark of life in this breaft.** 

Well, my poor deceafed friends (for fo I may call 
you) I hope you will ferioufly attend to what I am go- 
ing ferioufly to fay to you. I have no bad defign 
upon you, but only to reftore you to life. And though 
your cafe is really difcouraging, yet I hope it is not 
quite defperate. . The principles of nature, reafon, 
ielf-love, joy, and fear are ftill alive in you, and you 
are capable of fome application to divine things. And, 
as I told you, it is upon the principles of nature that 
God is wont to work, to prepare the foul for the in- 
fufion of a fupernatural life. And thefe I would now 
work upon, in hopes you are not proof againft confi- 
derations of the greateft weight and energy. I earneftly 
beg you would lay to heart fuch things as thefe. 

Can you content yourfelves with an animal life, the 
life of beafts, with that fuperfluity, reafon, juft to 
render you a more ingenious and felf-tormenting kind 
of brutes ; more artful in gratifying your fordid ap- 
petites, and yet ftill uneafy for want of an unknown 
fomething ; a care that the brutal world, being defti- 
tute of reafon, are unmolefted with ? O ! have yoa 
no ambition to be animated with a divine immortal 
life, the life of God ? 

^ Can 
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Can you be contented with a mere temporal life, 
when your fouls muft exift for ever? That infinite 
world beyond the grave is repleniflied with nothing 
but the terrors of deatli to you, if you are deftitutc 
of fpiritual life. . And O can you bear the thought 
of refiding among its grim and ghaftly terrors for 
ever ? 

Are you contented to be cut off from God, as t 
mortified member from the body, and to be baniihed 
for ever from all the joys of his prefence ? You can- 
not be admitted to heaven without fpiritual life. Hdl 
is the fepulchre for dead fouls, and thither you muft 
be fent, if you ftill continue dead. And does not this 
thought afi^eft you ? 

Confider alfo, now is the only time in which you 
can be reftored to life. And O ! will you let it pafs 
by without improvement ? 

Shall all the means that have been ufed for your re- 
vival be in vain ? Or the ftrivings of the fpirit, the 
alarms of your own confciences, the bleffings and 
chaftifements of Providence, the perfuafions, tears, 
and lamentations of your living friends, O ! fhall all 
thefe be in vain ? Can you bear the thought ? Surely, 
no. Therefore, O heave and ftruggle to burft the 
chains of death. Cry mightily to God to quicken you, 
Ufe all the means of vivification, and avoid every 
deadly and contagious thing. 

I know not, my brethren, how this thought will 
afFecft us at parting to-day, that we have left behind 
us many a dead foul. But fuppofe we (hould leave as 
many bodies here behind us as there are of dead fouls 
among us ; fuppofe every finner deftitute of fpiritual 
life ihould now be ftruck dead before us, O how would 
this floor be overlaid with dead corpfes ! How few of 
us would efcape ! What bitter lamentations and tears 
would be among us ! One would lofe a hufband or 
a wife, another a child or a parent, another a friend 
or a neighbour. And have we hearts to mourn and 
tears to fhed over fuch an event as tliis, and have we 

no 
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no compaffion for dead fouls ? Is there none to niourn 
over them ? Sinners, if you will ftill continue dead, 
there are fome here to-day who part with you with this 
wifh, O that my bead were waters^ and mine eyes foun- 
tains of tears^ that I might weep day and night for the 
Jlain of the daughter of my people. And O that our 
mournings may reach the ears of the Lord of life, 
and that you might be quickened from your death in 
trefpafles and fins ! Amen and Amen. 



SERMON VI. 

Poor and contrite Spirits the Objefts of the Divine 
Favour. 



Isaiah Ixvi. 2. *To this man will I look\ even to him 
that is poor and of a contrite Spirit j and trembleth at 
my word. 

AS we confift of animal bodies as well as immor-' 
tal fouls, and are endowed with corporeal fenfes 
as well as rational powers, God, who has wifely adapt- 
ed our religion to our make, requires bodily as well 
as fpiritual worfhip ; and commands us not only to 
exercife the inward powers of our mind3 in proper afts 
of devotion, but alfo to exprefs our inward devotion 
in fuitable external aftions, and to attend upon him in 
the fenfible outward ordinances which he has appoint- 
ed. Thus it is under the gofpel •, but it was more 
remarkably fo under the law, which, compared with 
the pure and fpiritual worfhip of the gofpel, was a 
fyftem of carnal ordinances, and required a great deal 
of external pomp and grandeur, and bodily fervices. 
Thus a coftly and magnificent ftrufture was erefted, 
by divine direftion, in the wildernefs, called the ta- 
bernacle, becaufe built in the form of a tent, and move- 
able from place to place 5 and afterwards a moft (lately 

temple 
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temple was built by Solomon with immenfe coft, where 
the divine worfhip fhould be ftatedly celebrated, and 
where all the males of Ifrael fhould folemnly meet for 
that purpofe three times in the year. 

Thefe externals were not intended to exclude the. 
internal worfhip of the Spirit, but to exprefs and afflft 
it. And thefe ceremonials were not to be put into 
the place of morals, but obferved as helps to the prac- 
tice of them, and to prefigure the great Mefliah. 
Even under the Mofaic dimenfation, God had the 
greatefl regard to holinefs of heart and a good life; 
and the flriftefl obferver of ceremonies could not be 
accepted without them. 

But it is natural to degenerate mankind to invert 
the order of things, to place apart the eafieft and 
meanefl part of religion, for the whole of it, to refl 
in the externals of religion as fufficient, without re- 
garding the heart, and to depend upon a pharifaicaF 
ftriftnefs in ceremonial obfervances, as an excufe or 
atonement for neglefting the weightier matters of the 
law, judgment, mercy, and faith. 

This was the unhappy error of the Jews in Ifaiah's 
time ; and thts the Lord would correft in the firfl: 
verfes of this chapter. 

The Jews gloried in their having the houfe of God 
among them, and were ever trufling in vain words, 
faying, Thi temple of the Lord^ the temple of the Lordy 
the temple of the Lord are thefe. Jer. vii. 4. They 
filled his altars with coftly facrifices ; and in thefe they 
trufled to make atonement for fin, and fecure the di- 
vine favour. 

As to their facrifices God lets them know, that 
while they had no regard to their morals, but chofc 
their own ways, and their fouls delighted in their abo- 
minations, while they prefented them in a formal 
manner, without the fire of divine love, their facri- 
fices were fo far from procuring his acceptance, that 
they were odious to him. He abhors their mofl ex- 
penfive offerings as abominable and profane. He that 
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kilktb an ox for facrifice is as far from being accepted, 
as if he unjuftly ,^^ a man ; be that facrijicetb a lamb^ 
as if he cut off a dog's neckj &c. Ifaiah Ixvi. 3. 

To remove this fuperfkitious confidence in the tem- 
ple, the Lord informs them that he had no need of it ; 
that, large and magnificent as it was, it was not fit to 
contain him ; and tnat, in confecrating it to him, they 
Ihould not proudly think that they had given him any 
thing to which he had no prior right. " Thus faith 
the Lord, the heaven is my throne, where I reign 
confpicuous in the vifible majefty and grandeur of a 
God ; and though the earth is not adorned with fuch 
illuftrious difplays of my immediate prefence, though 
it does not fhine in all the glory of my royal palace on 
high, yet it is a little province in my immenfe em- 
pire, and fubjed to my authority ; it is my footftooL 
If, then, heaven is my throne, and earth is my foot- 
ftool ; if the whole creation is my kingdom^ where 
is the houfe that ye build unto me ? where is your 
temple which appears fo ftately in your eyes ? it is 
vanifhed, it is funk into nothing. Is it able to containt 
that infinite Being to whom the whole earth is but a 
humble footftool, and the vaft heaven but a throne ? 
Can you vainly imagine that my prefence can be con- 
fined to you in the narrow bounds of a temple, when 
the heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain 
me ? Where is the place of my reft ? can you pro- 
vide a place for my repofe, as though I were weary ? 
or can my prefence be reftrained to one place, incapa- 
ble of afting beyond the prefcribed limits ? No ; in- 
finite fpace only can equal my being and perfedions i 
infinite fpace only is a fufficient fphere for my opera- 
tions. 

^^ Can you imagine you can bribe my favour, zxid 
give me fomething I had no right to before, by all 
the ftately building you can rear to my nsune ? Is not 
univerfal nature mine ? For all thefe things hath mine 
hand made out of nothing, and all thefe things have 
been, or ftill iubfift by the fupport of my all-preferv- 
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ing hand, and what right can be more valid and ina- 
lienable than that founded upon creation ? Your filvcr 
and gold are mine, and mine the cattle upon a thou- 
iand hills ; and therefore of mine own do you give 
me, faith the Lord.'* 

Thefe are fuch majeftic ftrains of language as are 
worthy a God. Thus it becomes him to advance 
himfelf above the whole creation, and to aflert his 
:tbfolute property in and independency upon the uni« 
^erfe. 

Had he only turned to us the bright fide of his 
throne,, that dazzles us with infufferable fplendor; 
had he only difplayed his Majefty unallayed with grace 
and condefcenfion in fuch language as this, it would 
have overwhelnied us, and caft us into the moft abjed 
defpondency, as theoutcafts of his providence beneath 
his notice. We might fear he would overlook us with 
majeftic difdain, or carelefs negled, like the little 
thinigs that arc called great by mortals, or as the bufy 
emmets of our fpecies are apt to do. In the hurry 
of bufinefs they are liable to negleft, and in the power 
pf pride and grandeur to overlook or difdain their de- 
pendents. We fhould be ready in hopelefs anxiety td 
fay, " Is ail this earth which to us appears fo vaft, 
and which is parcelled into a thoufand mighty king- 
doms, as we call them, is it all but the humble foot- 
ftool of God ? hardly worthy to bear his feet ^ What 
then am I ? an atom of an atom- world, a trifling in- 
dividual of a trifling race. Can I expedl he will take 
any notice pf fuch an infignificant thing as I ? The 
vaft affairs of heaven and earth lie upon his hand, 
and he is employed in the concerns of the wide uni- 
verfe, and can he find leifiire to concern himfelf with 
me„ and my litde interefts ? Will a king, deliberat- 
ing upon the concerns of nations, intereft himfelf in 
favour of the worm that crawls at his footftool ^ If 
the magnificent temple of Solomon was unworthy of 
the divme inhabitant, will he admit me into his pre- 
fcnce, and give me audience? how can I cxpefl: it? 

It 
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It feems daring and prefumptuous to hope for fuch 
condefcenfion. And fhall I then defpair of the gra- 
cious regard of my Maker ? 

No, defponding creature! mean and unworthy as 
thou art, hear the voice of divine condefcenfion, as 
well as of Majefty : To this man will I look, even to 
him that is poor^ and of a contrite fpir it ^ and that trem- 
bleth at my word. Though God dwelleth not in tem- 
ples made with hands, though he pours contempt upon 
princes, and fcorns them in all their haughty glory and 
afFefbed majefty, yet there are perfons whom his gra- 
cious eye will regard. The high and lofty One that 
inhabiteth eternity, that dwelleth in the high and holy 
place, he will look down through all the fhining ranks 
of angels upon — whom ? Not on the proud, the 
haughty and prefumptuous, but upon him that is poor ^ 
and of a contrite fpirit^ and tremhleth at his word. To 
this man will he look from the throne of his majefty, 
however low, however mean he may be. This man 
is an objeft that can, as it were, attraft his eyes from 
all the glories of the heavenly world, fo as to regard 
a humble felf-abafing worm. This man can never be 
loft or overlooked among the multitude of creatures, 
but the eyes of the Lord will difcover him in the 
greateft crowd, his eyes will gracioufly fix upon this 
man, this particular man, though there were but one 
fuch in the compafs of the creation, or though he 
were baniflied into the remoteft corner of the univcrfe, 
iike a diamond in a heap of rubbifti, or at the bottom 
of the ocean. 

Do you hear this, you that are poor and contrite in 
fpirit, and that tremble at his word ? ye that, above 
all others, are moft apt to fear you fhall be difregard- 
ed by him, becaufe you, of all others, are moft deep- 
ly fenfible how unworthy you are of his gracious no- 
tice : God, the great, the glorious, the t^rible God, 
looks down upon you with eyes of love, and by To 
much the more affeftionately, by how muchthelower 
you are in your own efteem. Docs not your heart 
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fpring within you at the found ? Are you not loft in 
pleafing wonder and gratitude, and crying out, *' Can 
It be ? can it be ? is it indeed poffible ? is it true ?" 
Yes, you have his own word for it, and do not think 
Jt too good news to be true, but believe, and rejoice, 
and give glory to his name -, and fear not what men 
or devils can do unto you. 

This, my brethren, is a matter of univerfel con- 
cern. It is the intereft of each of us to know whether 
we are thus gracioufly regarded by that God on whom 
our very being and all our happinefs entirely depend. 
And how fhall we know this ? In no other way than 
by difcovering whether we have the charafters of that 
happy man to whom he condefcends to look, Thefe 
are not pompous and high charafters, they are not 
formed by earthly riches, learning, glory, and power : 
But to this man will I look^ faith the Lord, even to bim 
that is poor^ and of a contrite fpiritj and that Prembletb 
at my word. Let us inquire into the import of each 
of the charafters. ' 

I. It is the poor man to whom the Majefty of hea- 
ven condefcends to look. 

This does not principally refer to thofe that are poqr 
in this world \ for, though it be very common that 
*' the poor of this world are^^chofen to be rich in faith, 
and heirs of the kingdom,'* James ii. 5. yet this is npt 
an univerfal rule; for many, alas! that are poor in 
this world are not rich towards God, nor rich in good 
works, and therefore fliall famifti through eternity in 
remedilefs want and wretchednefs. But the poor here 
Signifies fuch as Chrift charaAerizes more fiilly by the 
jpoor infpirit. Matt. v. 3. And this chara6ter implies 
the following ingredients : 

(i.) The poor man to whom Jehovah look» is 
deeply fenfible of his own infufiiciency, and that no- 
thing but the enjoyment of God can make him happy. 

The poor man feels that he is not formed felf-mffi- 
cient, but a dependent upon God. He is fenfible of the 
i^c^knefs and poverty of his nature, and that he was 

not 
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not endowed with a fufEcient ftock of riches in his 
creation to fupport him through the endlefs duration 
for which he is formed, or even for a fingle day. The 
feeble vine does not more clofely adhere to the elm 
than he to his God. He is not more fenfible of the 
infufficiency of his body to fubfift without air, or the 
produftions of the earth, than of that of his fotd 
without his God, and the enjoyment of his love. In 
ihort, he is reduced into his proper place in the fyftem 
of the univerfe, low and mean in comparifon with 
fuperior beings of the angelic order, and efpecially in 
comparifon with the great Parent and fupport of na- 
ture. He feels himfelf to be, what he really is, a 
poor impotent dependent creature, that can neither 
live, nor move, nor exift without God. He is fenfi- 
ble that Kis fyfficiency is of God^ 2 Cor. iii. 5. " and 
that all the (prings of his happinefs are in him." 

This fenfe of his dependence upon God is attended 
with a fenfe of the inability of all earthly enjoyments 
to make him happy, and fill the vaft capacities of his 
foul, which were formed for the enjoyment of an in- 
finite good. He has a relifti for the bleflings of this 
life, but it is attended with a fenfe of their infuffici- 
ency, and does not exclude a ftonger reliih for the fu- 
perior pleafures of religion. He is not a precife her- 
mit, or a four afcetic, on the one hand ; and, on the 
other, he is not a lover of pleafure more than a lover of 
God. 

If he enjoys no great fhare of the comforts of this 
life, he does not labour, nor fo much as wifhfor them 
as his fopreme happinefs : he is well aflfured they can 
never anlwer this end in their grcateft affluence. It is 
for God, it is for the living God, that his foul moft 
eagerly thirfts. In the greatefl: extremity he is fenfi- 
ble that the enjoyment of his love is more neceflary to 
his felicity than the pofleflion of earthly bleffings; nay, 
he is fenfible, that if he is miferable in the abfence of 
thefe, the principal caufe is the abfence of his God. 
P ! if he were blefl: with the perfed enjoyment of God^ 

he 
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he could fay with Habakkuk, Though the fig-tree 
JhouU not bhjj'om^ and there Jhould be no fruit in the 
vine ; though the labour of the olive Jhould faU^ and the 
fields yield no meat -, though the flock jhould be cut off from 
the foldj and there be no herd in the flail -^ though uni- 
verfal famine fhould ftrip me of all my earthly blef- 
:fings, yet I will rejoice in the Lordj as my complete 
happinefs ; I will joy in the God of my falvation. Hab. 
iii. 17, 1 8. 

If he enjoys an affluence of earthly bleflings, he 
ftill retains a fenfe of his need of the enjoy mept of 
God. To be difcontent and diflatisfied is the com- 
mon fate of the rich as well as the poor ; they are 
ftill craving, craving an unknown fomething to com- 
plete their blifs. The foul, being formed for the frui- 
tion of the Supreme Good, fecretly- languifhes and 
pines away in the midft of other enjoyments, without 
knowing its cure. It is the enjoyment of God only 
that can fatisfy its unbounded defires ; but, alas I it 
has no relifh for him, no thirft after him ; it is ftill 
crying, " More, more of the delights of the world ;" 
tike a man in a burning fever, that calls for cold wa- 
ter, that will but inflame his difeafe, and occafion a 
more painful return of thirft. But the poor in fpirit 
know where their cure lies. They do not afk with 
uncertainty. Who will jhew us any fort of good? but 
th^ir petitions centre in this, as the grand conftituent 
of their happinefs, Lord^ lift thou up the light of thy 
countenance upon us-, and this puts more gladnefs into 
their hearts than the abundance of corn and wine^ Pfalm 
iv. 6, 7. This was the language of the Pfalmifi, 
There is none upon earth that I defire befides thee. My 
flejh and my heart faileth\ but thou art the flrength of 
my hearty and my portion for ever. Pfalm Ixxiii. 25, 26. 
And as this difpofition extends to all earthly things, 
fo it does to all created enjoyments whatfoever, even 
to thofe of the heavenly world \ the poor man is fen- 
ftble that he could not be happy even there without the 
enjoyment of his God. His language is, who7n have 
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Tin heaven but thee ? It is beholding thy face in righ- 
teoufnefs^ and awaking in thy likenefs^ that alone can 
fatisfy me. Pfalmxvii. 15. 

(2.) This fpiritual poverty implies deep humility 
and felf-abafement. 

The poor man on whom the God of heaven con- 
defcends to look, is mean in his own apprehenfions ; 
he accounts himfelf not a being of mighty importance. 
He has no high eftecm of his own good qualities, but 
is little in his own eyes. He is not apt to give him- 
felf the preference to others, but is ready to give way 
to them as his fuperiors. He has a generous fagacity 
to behold their good qualities, and a commehdable 
blindnefs towards their imperfedions : but he is not 
quick to difcern his own excellencies, nor fparing to his 
own frailties. 

Inftead of being dazzled with the fplendor of his 
own endowments or acquifitiohs, he is apt to overlook 
them with a noble ncgled:, and is fenfible of the weak- 
hcfs and defefts of his nature, 

And as to his gracious qualities, they appear fmall, 
exceeding fmall to him : when he confiders how much 
they fall fhort of what they fhould be, they as it were 
vanifh and fhrink into nothing. How cold does his 
love appear to him in its greateft fervour ! How fee- 
ble his feith in its greateft confidence ! How fuperfi- 
cial his repentance in its greateft depth ! How proud 
his loweft humility ! And as for the good aftions he 
has performed, alas ! how few, how poorly done, how 
fhort of his duty do they appear ! After he has done 
all, he counts himfelf an unprofitable fervant. After 
he has done all, he is more apt to adopt the language 
of the publican than the pharifee, God be merciful to 
me ajinner. In his higheft attainments he is not apt 
to admire himfelf; fo far is he from it, that it is much 
more natural to him to fall into the oppofite extreme, 
and to account himfelf the leaft, yea, lefs than the leaft 
of all other faints upon the face of the earth : and if 
he contends for any preference, it is for the loweft 
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place in the lift of chriftians. This difpofition was^ 
remarkably exemplified in Saint Paul, who probably 
had made greater advancements in holinefs than any 
faint that was ever received to heaven from this guilty 
world. 

He that is poor in fpirit has alfo a humbling fcnfc 
of his own finfulnefs. His memory is quick to re- 
colled: his paft fins, and he is very iharp-fighted to 
difcover the remaining corruptions of his heart, and 
the imperfedions of his beft duties. He is not inge- 
nious to excufe them, but views them impartially in 
all their deformity and aggravations. He finccrely 
doubts whether there be a faint upon earth fo exceed- 
ing corrupt ; and, though he may be convinced that 
the Lord has begun a work of grace in him, and con- 
fequently, that he is in a better ftate than fuch as are 
under the prevailing dominion of fin, yet he really 
queftions whether there be fuch a depraved creature 
in the world as he fees he has been. He is apt to 
count himfelf the chief of finners, and more indebt- 
ed to free grace than any of the fons of men. He is 
intimately acquainted with himfelf; but he fees only 
the out-fide of others, and hence he concludes him- 
felf fo much worfe than others ; hence he loathes him- 
felf in his own fight for all his abominations. Ezek. 
xxxvi. 31. Self-abafement is pleafing to him; his 
humility is not forced ; he does not think it a great 
thing for him to fink thus low. He plainly fees him- 
felf to be a mean, finful, exceeding finful creature, 
and therefore is fure that it is no condefcenfion, but 
the moft reafonable thing in the world for him to think 
meanly of himfelf, and to humble and abafe himfelf. 
It is unnatural for one that efteems himfelf a being of 
great importance to ftoop ; but it is eafy, and appears 
no felf-denial for a poor mean creature to do fo, who 
looks upon himfelf, and feels himfelf, to be fuch. 

Finally, the poor man is deeply fenfible of his own 
unworthinefs. He fees that in himfelf he deferves 
no favour from God for all the good he has ever done, 
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but that he may after all juftly rejeft him. He makes 
no proud boafts of his good heart, or good life^ but 
fkUs in the duft before God, and cafts all his dependence 
upon his free grace :— which leads me to obferv^, 

(3.) That he who is poor in fpirit is fenfibleof his 
need of the influences or divine grace to fanftify him, 
and enrich him with the graces of the foirit. 

He is ieniible of the want of holinefs ; this necef- 
farily flows from his fenfe of his corruption, and the 
imperfedHon of all his graces. Holinefs is the one 
thing needful with him, which he dcfires and longs 
for above all others ; and he is deeply fenfible that he 
cannot work it in his own heart by his own ftrength : 
he feels that without Chrift he can do nothing, and 
that it is God who muft work in him both to will and 
to do. Hence, like a poor man that cannot fubfift upon 
his ftock, he depends entirely upon the grace of God 
to work all his works in him, and to enable him to 
woric out his falvation with fear and trembling. 

(4.) He is deeply fenfible of the abfolute neceflity 
of the righteoufneis of Chrift for his juftification. 

He does not think himfelf rich in good works to 
bribe his judge, and procure acquittance, but, like a 
poor crimmal that, having nothing to purchafe a par- 
don, nothing to plead in his own defence, cafts him- 
felf upon the mercy of the court, he places his whole 
dependence upon the free grace of God through Jefus 
Chrift. He pleads his righteoufnefs only, and trufts 
in it alone. The rich fcorn to be obliged 5 but the 
poor, that cannot fubfift of themfelves, will cheerfully 
receive. So the fclf-righteous will not fubmit to the 
righteoufnefs of God, but the poor in fpirit will cheer? 
fully receive it. * 

(5.) And laftly, the man that is poor in fpirit is an 
importunate beggar at the throne of grace. 

He lives upon charity ; he lives upon the bounties 
of heaven ; and, as thefe are not to be obtained with- 
out begging, he is frequendy lifting up his cries to 
the Father of all his mtercies for them. He attends 
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upon the ordinances of God, as Bartimeus by the way 
fide, to aflc the charity of paffengers. Prayer is the 
natural language of fpiritual poverty ; The poor^ faith 
Solomon, ufetb intreaties: Prov. xviii. 23. whereas 
they that are rich in their own conceit can live without 
prayer, or content themfelves with the carelefs formal 
performance of it. 

This is the habitual charafter of that poor man to 
whom the Majefly of heaven vouchfafes the looks of 
.his love. At times indeed he has but little fenfe of 
thefe things ; but then he is uneafy, and he labours 
to re-obtain it, and fometimes is aftually blefled with 
it. 

And is there no fuch poor man or woman in this 
aflembly ? I hope there is. Where arc ye poor crea- 
tures ? ftand forth, and receive the bleffing of your 
Redeemer, Blejfed are the poor infpirit^ &c. He who 
has his throne in the height of heaven, and to whom 
this vaft earth is but a footftool, looks upon you with 
eyes of love. This fpiritual poverty is greater riches 
than the treafures of the univerfe. Be not afhamed 
therefore to own yourfelves poor men, if fuch you are. 
May God thu^ impoverifh us all ! may he ftrip us of 
all our imaginary grandeur and riches, and reduce us 
to poor beggars at his door ! 

But it is time to confider the other charadler of the 
happy man upon whom the Lord of heaven will gra- 
cioufly look ; and that is, 

II. Contrition of fpirit. To this man will J lookj 
that is of a contrite fpirit. 

The word contrite fignifies one that is beaten or 
bruifed with hard blows, or an Reavy burden. And 
it belongs to the mourning penitent whofe heart is 
broken and wounded for fin. Sin is an intolerable 
burden that cruflies and bruifes him, and hm feels him- 
felf pained and fore under it. His fl:ony heart, which 
could not be imprefled, but rather repelled the blow, 
is taken away ; and now he has an heart of flefli, eafily 
bruifed and wounded. His heart is not always hard 

and 
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and fenfeleTs, light and trifling ; but it has tender fen- 
fations ; he is eafily fufceptive of forrow for fin, is 
humbled under a fenfe of his imperfections, and is 
really pained and diftrefled becaufe he can ferve his 
God no better, but daily fins againft him. This cha- 
raAer may alfo ^ee to the poor anxious foul that is 
broken with cruel fears of its ftate. The ftout-heart- 
ed can venture their eternal all upon uncertainty, and 
indulge pleafing hopes without a^xioufiy examining 
their foundation •, but he that is of a contrite fpirit is 
tenderly fenfible of the importance of the matter, and 
cannot be eafy without fome good evidence of fafety. 
Such fhocking fuppofitions as thefe frequently ftarde 
him, and pierce his very heart : ** What if I fhould 
be deceived at laft ? What if after all I fhould be 
banifhed from that God in whom lies all my happi- 
nefs," ^c. Thefe are fuppofitions full of infupporta- 
ble terror, when they appear but barely poffible ; and 
much more when there leems to be reafon for them. 
Such an habitual pious jealoufy as this, is a good fymp- 
tom ; and to your pleafing furprize, ye doubtful chnf- 
tians, I may tell you that that Majefty, who you are 
afraid difregards you, looks down upon you with pity. 
Therefore lift up your eyes to him in wonder and, joy- 
ful confidence. You are not fuch negledbed things as 
you think. The Majefly of heaven thinks it beneath 
him to look down through all the glorious orders of 
angels, and through interpofing worlds, down, down 
even upon you in the depth of ydur felf-abhorrence. 
Let us, 

III. Confider the remaining charafter of the happy 
man to whom the Lord will look : Him that trembleth 
at my word. 

This charafter implies a tender fenfe of the great 
things of the word, and an heart eafily imprefTed with 
them as the moft important realities. This was yc- 
markably exemplified in tender-hearted Jofiah* 2 
Chron. xxiv. 19, 20, 27. To one that trembles at 
the divine word, the thrcatcnings of it do not appear 

vain 
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vain tcirors, nor great fwelling words of vanity, but 
the moft tremendous realities. Such an one caanot 
bear up under them, but would tremble, and faU, 
and die away, if not relieved by fome happy promife 
of deliverance. He that tembles at the word of God 
13 not a ftupid hearer or reader of it. It reaches and 
pierces his heart as a fharp two-edged fword ; it carries 
power along with it, and he feels that it is the word 
of God, and not of men, even when it is fpoken by 
feeble mortals. Thus he not only trembles at the 
terror, but at the authority of the word ;-— which 
leads me to obferve farther, that he trembles with 
filial veneration of the majefty of God fpeaking in his 
word. He confiders it as his voice who fpakc all 
things into being, and whofe glory is fucb, that a deep 
folemnity muft feize thofe that are adnutted to hear 
him fpeak* 

How oppofite is this to the temper of multitudes^ 
who regard the word of God no more than (with hor-. 
ror I exprefs it) the word of a child or a fool. They^ 
will have their own way, let him fay what he wilJ. 
They perfift in fin, in defiance of liis threatcnings. 
They fit as carelefs and fliupid under his word, as 
though it were fome old, dull, trifling ftory. It fel- 
dom makes any impreflions upon their ftony hearts. 
Thefe are the brave, undaunted men of the world, 
who harden themfelves againfl: the fear of futurity. 
But, unhappy creatures ! the God of heaven difdains 
to give them a gracious look, while he fixes his eyes 
upon the man that " is contrite, and that trembles at 
his word.'* 

And where is that happy man ? Where in this 
aflembly, where is the contrite fpirit ? Where the 
man that trembleth at the word ? You are all ready 
to catch at the charafter, . but be not prefumptuous on 
the one hand, nor exceflively timorous on the other. 
Inquire whether this be your prevailing charaeler. If 
fo, then claim it, and rejoice in it, though you have 
it not in perfeftion. But if you have it not prevailing- 
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ly, do not feize it as your own. Though you have 
been at times diftrefled with a fenfe of fin and danger, 
and the word ftrikes a terror to your hearts, yet, un- 
Jefs you are habitually of a tender and contrite fpirit, 
you are not to claim the charafter. 

But let fuch of you as are poor and contrite in 
fpirit, and that tremble at the word of the Lord, enter 
deeply into the meaning of this expreffion, that the 
Lord looks to you. He does not look on you as a 
carelefs fpecftator, not concerning himfelf with you, 
or caring what will become of you, but he looks upon 
you as a father^ a friend, a benefaftor : his looks are 
efficacious for your good. 

He looks upon you with acceptance. He is pleafed 
with the fight. He loves to fee you labouring towards 
him. He looks upon you as the objefts of his ever- 
lafting love, and purchafcd by the blood of his Son, 
and he is well pleafed with you for his righteoufnefs 
fake. Hertce his looking upon him that is poor, t?f - 
is oppofed to his hating the wicked and their facrifices, 
ver. 3. And is he whom you have fo grievoufly of- 
fended, he whofc wrath you fear above all other things, 
is he indeed reconciled to you, and does he delight in 
you ? what caufe of joy, and praife, and wonder is 
here? 

Again, he looks to you fo as to take particular no- 
tice of you. He fees all the workings of your hearts 
towards him. He fees and pities you in your honeft, 
though fiseblc conflifts with in-dwelling fin. He ob- 
ferves all your faithful though weak endeavours to 
ferve him. His eyes pierce your very hearts, and 
the leaft motion there cannot efcape his notice. This 
indeed might make you tremble, if he looked upon 
you with the eyes of a judge, for O how many abo- 
, minations muft he fee in you ! But be of good cheer, 
he looks upon you with the eyes of a friend, and with 
that love which covers a multitude of fins. He looks 
upon you with the eyes of compaflion in all your cala- 
mities. He looks upon you to fee that you be not 

overborne 



2 14 P^or and contrite Spirits Serm* €. 

overborne and cruflied. David, who pafled through 
as many hardfhips and affliftions as any of you, could 
fa^ from happy experience, the eyes of the Lord are 
upon the righteous j and bis ears are open to their cry, 
Pfal. xxxiv. 15. 

Finally, he looks to you fo as to look after you, as 
we do after the fick and weak. He looks to you 
fo as to provide for you : and he will give you grace 
and glory, and no good thing will be held from yoA^ 
Pfal, Ixxxiv. II. 

And are you not fafe and happy under the inspec- 
tion of a father and a friend ? Let a little humble 
courage then animate you amid your many deje<5tions, 
and confide in that care of which you feel yourfelf to 
be fo unworthy. 

Here it may not be amifs to obferve, what muft 
give you no fmall pleafure, that thofe very perfbns 
who according to the eftimate of men are the moft 
likely to be overlooked, are thofe^whom God graci- 
oufly regards. The perfons themfelves are apt to cry, 
*' Happy I, could I believe that the God of heaven 
thus gracioufly regards me ; but, alas ! I feel myfelf 
a poor unworthy creature ; I am a trembling broken- 
hearted thing, beneath the notice of fo great a Ma- 
jefty." And art thou fo indeed ? then I may convert 
thy objection into an encouragement. Thou art the 
very perfon upon whom God looks. His eyes are 
running to and fro through the earth in queft of fuch 
as thou art ; and he will find thee out among the innu- 
merable multitudes of mankind. Wert thou fur- 
rounded with crowds of kings and nobles, his eyes 
would pafs by them all to fix upon thee. What agio- 
rious artifice, if I may fo fpeak, is this to catch at and 
convert the perfon*s difcouragement as a ground of 
courage ! to make that the charafter of the favourites 
of heaven, which they themfelves look upon as marks 
of his neglecft of them ! " Alas !" fays the poor man, 
" if I was the objedt of divine notice, he would not 
fufFer me to continue thus poor and broken-hearted.** 

But 
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But you may reafon dircdUy the reverie, he makes you 
.thus poor in fpirit, feniible of your finfulnefs and im- 
perfeftions, becaufe that he gracioufly regards you. 
He will not fufFer you to be puffed up with your ima- 
ginary goodnefs, like the reft of the world, becaufe 
he loves you more than he loves them. 

However unaccountable this procedure feems, there 
is very good reafon for it. The poor are the only 
perfons that would relifh the enjoyment of God, and 
prize his love : they alone are capable of the hap- 
pinefs of heaven, which confifts in tlie perfeftion of 
holinefs. 

. To conclude. Let us view the perfedion and con- 
defcenfion of God as illuftrated by this fubjed. Con- 
/ider, ye poor in fpirit, who He is that (loops to look 
upon fuch little things as you. It is He whofe throne 
is in the higheft heaven, furrounded with myriads of 
angels and archangels; it is He whofe footftool is the 
earth, who fupport^fvery creature upon it-, it is He 
who is exalted abow^ the bleffing and praife of all the 
celeftial armies, and who cannot without condefcenfion 
behold the things that are done in heaven; it is He 
that looks down upon fuch poor worms as you. And 
what a ftoop is this ? 

It is he that looks upon you in particular, who 
looks after all the worlds he has made. He manages 
all the affairs of the univerfe ; he takes care of every 
individual in his vaft family ; he provides for all his 
creatures, and yet he is at leifure to regard you. He 
takes as particular notice of you as if you were his 
only creatures. What perfeftion is this ! what an in- 
finite grafp of thought I what unbounded power ! and 
what condefcenfion too ! — Do but confider what a 
fmall figure you jnake in the univerfe of beings. You 
are not fo much in comparifon with the infinite multi- 
tude of creatures in the compafs of nature, as a grain 
of fand to all the fands upon the fea-fliore, or as -a 
mote to the vaft globe of earth ; and yet he, that has 
the care of the whole univerfe, takes particular notice 

of 
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of you — ^you who are but trifles, compared with your 
fellow-creatures; and who, if you were annihilated^ 
would hardly leave a blank in the creation. Confider 
this, and wonder at. the condefccnfion of God ; confi- 
der this, and acknowledge your own meannefs ; you 
are but nothing not only compared with God, but you 
are as nothing in the fyftem of creation. 

I ftiall add but this one natural refleftion : If it be 
fo great a happinefe to have the great God for our 
patron, then what is it to be out of his favour ? to be 
difregarded by him ? methinks an univerfal tremour 
may feize this afiembly at the very fuppofition. And 
is there a creature in the univerfe in this wretched con- 
dition? methinks all the creation, befides muft pity 
him. Where is the wretched being to be found ? muft 
we defcend to hell to find him ? No, alas ! there are 
many fuch on this earth; nay, I muft come nearer you 
ftill, there are many fuch probably in this afiembly : 
all among you are fuch who are ngt poor and contrite 
in fpirit, and do not tremble at the word of the Lord. 
And art not thou one of the miferable number, O 
man ? What ! difregarded by the God that made thee ! 
not favoured with one look of love by the Author of 
all happinefs ! He looks on thee indeed, but it is 
with eyes of indignation, marking thee out for ven- 
geance ; and canft thou be eafy in fuch a cafe ? wilt 
thou not labour to impoverifli thyfelf, and have thy 
heart broken, that thou mayeft become the obje<ft of 
his gracious regard ? 



SERMON 



SERMON VII. 

The Nature and Danger of mafcing light of Chrift 
and Salvation. 



Matt. txii. 5. But they made light of it. 

THERE is not one of us in this aflembly that has 
heard any thing,- bat what has heard of Chrift 
and falvation : there is not one of us but has had the 
rich bleflings of the gofpel freely and repeatedly offer- 
ed to us : there is not one of us but ftands in the moft 
abfolute need of thefe bleffings, and muft perifh for 
ever without them ; I wifh I could add, there is not 
one of us but has cheerfully accepted them according 
to the offer of the gofpel. But, alas ! fuch an affem- 
bly is not to be expefted on earth ! Multitudes will 
make light of Chrift and the invitations of the gofpel, 
as the Jews did. 

This parable reprefents the great God under the 
majeftic idea of a king. 

He is reprefented as making a marriage-feaft for 
his Son ; that is, God in the gofpel offers his Son 
Jefus Chrift as a Saviour to the guilty fons of men,- 
and, upon their acceptance of him, the moft intimate, 
endearing union, and the tendereft mutual affedionr 
take place between Chrift and them ; which may very 
properly be reprefented by the marriage relation. And 
God has provided for them a rich variety of blefEngs, 
pardon, holinefs, and everlafting felicity, which may 
be fignifiedbya royal nuptial feaft, verfe 2. 

Thefe bleffings were firft offered to the Jews, who 
were bidden to the wedding by Mofes and the pro- 
phets, whofe great bufinefs it was to prepare them to 
receive the Meffiah, verfe 3. 

The fervants that were fent to call them, after they 
Were thus biddeq, were the apofUes and feventy dif- 

F f ciples. 
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ciples, whom Chrift fent out to preach that the gofpel- 
kingdom was juft at hand, verfe 3. 

When the Jews rejefted this call, he fent forth 
other fervants, namely, the apoftles after his afcenfion, 
who were to be more urgent in their invitations, and 
to tell them that, in confequence of Chrift's death, all 
things were now ready, verfe 4. 

It is feldom that invitations to a royal feaft are re- 
jefted -, but, alas ! the Jews rejefted the invitation of 
the gofpel, and would not accept of its important 
bleflings. They made light of Chrift and his blef- 
fings ; they were carelefs to them, and turned thcii 
attention to other things, 

Thefe things were not peculiar to the Jews, but 
belong to us finners of the Gentiles in thefe ends of 
the earth. Chrift is ftill propofed to us -, to the fame 
bleflings we are invited ; and I have the honour, my 
dear brethren, of appearing among you as a fervant 
of the Heavenly King, fent out to urge you to em- 
brace the oiFer. 

I doubt not but fundry of you have complied ; and 
you are enriched and made for ever. 

But, alas ! muft I not entertain a godly jealoufy 
over fome of you ? have you not made light of Chrift 
and falvation, to which you have been invited for fo 
many years fucceflively ? 

Your cafe is really lamentable, as I hope you will 
fee before I have done ; and I moft fincerely compaf- 
fionate you from my heart. I now rife up in this fo- 
lemn place with the defign to addrefs you with the 
moft awful ferioufnefs, and the moft compaflionate 
concern ; and did you know how much your happinefs 
may depend upon it, and how anxious I am leaft I 
fhould fail in the attempt, I am fure you could not 
but pray for me, and pity me. If ever you regarded 
a man in the moft ferious temper and addrefs, I beg 
you would now regard what I am going to fay to you. 

You cannot receive any benefit from this, or indeed 

any other fubjed, till you apply it to yourfelves. And 

, therefore, 
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therefore, in order to reform you of the fin of making 
light of Chrift and the gofpel,! muft firft inquire who 
are guilty of it. For this purpofe let us confider. 

What it is to make light of Chrift and the invita- 
tions of the gofpel. 

I can think of no plainer way to difcover this, than 
to inquire how we treat thofe things that we highly 
efteem ; and alfo, by way of contraft, how we treat 
thofe things which we make light of; and hence we 
may difcover whether Chrift and the gofpel may be 
ranked among the things we efteem, or thofe we dif- 
regard. 

I. Men are apt to remember and affedlionately think 
of the things that they highly efteem ; but as for thofe 
which they difregard, they can eafily forget them, 
and live from day to day without a fingle thought 
about them. 

Now do you often afFeftionately remember the 
Lord Jefus, and do your thoughts often go after him ? 
do they pay him early vifits in the morning ? do they 
make frequent excurfions to him through the day ? 
and do you lie down with him in your hearts at night ? 
Is not the contrary evident as to many of you ? Can 
you not live from day to day thoughtlefs of Jefus, and 
your everlafting falvation ? Recoiled now, how many 
afFeftionate thoughts have you had of thefe things 
through the week paft, or in this facred morning. 
And can you indeed highly efteem thofe things which 
you hardly ever think of .^ Follow your own hearts. 
Sirs •, obferve which way they moft naturally and free- 
ly run, and then judge whether you make light of the 
gofpel or not, Alas ! we cannot perfuade men to one 
hour's ferious confideration what they ftiould do for an 
intereft in Chrift ; we cannot perfuade them fo m-uch 
as to afford him only their thoughts, which are fuch 
cheap things j and yet they will not be convinced that 
they make light of Chrift. And here lies the infatu- 
ation of fin; it blinds and befools men, fo that they 
do not know what they think of, what they love, or 

wJiat 
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what they intend, much lefs do they know the habir 
tual bent of their fouls. They often imagine them- 
felves free from thofe fins to which they are moft en- 
flaved, and particularly they think thcmfelves inno- 
cent of the crime of making light of the gofpel, when 
this is the very crime that is likely to deftroy them 
for ever. 

II. The things that men value, if of fuch a nature 
as to admit of publication, will be the frequent fub- 
je<n;s of their difcourfe : the thoughts will command 
the tongue, and furnifli materials for converfation. 
But thofe things that they forget and difregard they 
will not talk of. 

Do not they therefore make light of Chrift and fal- 
vation, who have no delight in converfing about them, 
and hardly ever mention the name of Chrift but in a 
trifling or prophane manner ? They do not like the 
company^ where divine things are difcburfed of, but 
think it precife and troublefome. They had much 
rather be entertained with humourous tales and idle 
ftories, or talk about the affairs of the world. They 
are of the worlds fays St. John, therefore fpeak they of 
the worlds and the world hearetb them, i John iv. ^ . 
They are in their element in fuch converfation. Or 
others may talk about religion ; but it is only about 
the circumftanees of it, as, " How fuch a man preach- 
ed -, if was a very good or a bad fermon," t?r. but they 
care not to enter into the fpirit and fubftance of divine 
things ; and if they fpeak of thrift and experimental 
religion, it is in an heartlefs, infipid manner. And 
do not fuch make light of the gofpel ? and is not this 
the charader of many of you } 

III. Men make light of thofe things, if they are 
of a pradical nature which they only talk about, but 
do not reduce into praftice. 

Chriftianity was intended not to furnilh matter for 
empty talkers, but to govern the heart and pradice. 
But are there not fome that only employ their tongues 
about it, especially when their fpirits are raifed with 

^iquor^ . 
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liquor, and then a torrent of noify religion breaks 
from them. Watch their lives, and you will fee little 
appearance of chriftianity there. And do not thefe 
evidently make light of Chrift, who make him the 
theme of their drunken converfation, or who feem to 
think that God fent his Son from heaven juft to fet 
the world a talking about him ? There is nothing in 
nature that feems to me more abominable than this. 

IV. We take the utmoft pains and labour to fecure 
the things we value, and cannot be eafy while our 
property in them is uncertain ; but thofe things that 
we think lightly of we care but little whether they be 
ours or not. 

Therefore, have not fuch of you made light of 
Chrift and falvation, who have lived twenty or thirty 
years uncertain whether you have an intereft in them, 
and yet have been eafy and contented, and take no 
method to be rcfolved ? Are all that hear me this 
day determined in tht^ important queftion, " What 
ihall become of me when I die ?" Are you all cer- 
tain upon good grounds, and after a thorough trial, 
that you fliall be faved ? O that you were ! but, alas ! 
you know you are not. And do you think you would 
bear this uncertainty about it, if you did not make 
Jight of falvation ? No •, you would carefully examine 
yourfelves; you would diligently perufe the fcriptures 
to find out the marks of thofe that fliall be faved ; 
you would anxioufly confult thofe that could diretft you, 
and particularly pious minifters, who wCroid think it 
the greateft favour you could do them to devolve fuch 
an office upon them. But now minifters may fit in 
their ftudies for a whole year, and not ten perfons per- 
haps in five hundred agreeably intrude upon them on 
this moft important bufinefs. 

O, Sirs, if the gofpel fliould pierce your hearts 
indeed, you could not but cry out with the convifted 
Jews, Men and brethren^ what Jhall we do to be faved? 
Ad:s ii. 37. Paul, when awakened, cries out, in a 
Jrembling confternatipn, Lord! what wilt thou have 

me 
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me fo do? But when ftiall we hear fuch queftions 
now-a-days ? 

V. The things that men highly eftecm, deeply and 
tenderly afFed them, and excite fome motions in their 
hearts ; but what they make light of, makes no im- 
preffion upon them. 

And if you did not make light of the gofpel, what 
workings would there be in your hearts about It ? 
what folemn, tender, and vigorous paflions would it 
raife in you to hear fuch things about the world to 
come ! what forrows would burft from your hearts at 
the difcovery of your fins ! what fear and aftonifh- 
ment would fcize you at the confideration of your mi- 
fery ! what tranfports of joy and gratitude would you 
feel at the glad tidings of falvation by the blood of 
Chrift ! what ftrong efficacious purpofes would be 
raifed in you at the difcovery of your duty ! O what 
hearers (hould we have, were it not for this one fin, 
the making light of the gofpel 1 whereas now we arq 
in danger of wearying them, or preaching them afleep 
with our moft folemn difcourfes about this momentous 
affair. We talk to them of Chrift and falvation till 
they grow quite tired of this dull old tale, and this 
fooliflmefs of preaching. Alas ! little would one think, 
from the air of careleflhefs, levity, and inattention that 
appears among them, that they were hearing fuch 
weighty truths, or have any concern in them. 

VI. Our eftimate of things may be difcovered by 
the diligence and earneftnefs of our endeavours about 
them. Thofe things which we highly value, we think 
no pains too great to obtain ; but what we think light- 
ly of we ufe no endeavours about, or we ufe them in 
a languid carelefs manner. 

And do not they make light of Chrift and falvation, 
who do not exert themfelves in earneft to obtain them, 
and think a great deal of every little thing they do 
in religion ? they are^ftill ready to cry out, " What 
need of fo much pains ? we hope to be faved without 
fo much trouble," And, though thefe may not be 

(o 
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fo honeft a^ to fpeak it out, it is plain from their tem- 
per and praftice, they grudge all the fervice they do 
for Chrift, as done to a mafter they do not love. They 
love and efteem the world, and therefore for the world 
they will labour and toil all day, and feem never to 
think they can do too much : but for the God that 
made them, for the Lord that bought them, and for 
their everlafting falvation, they feem afraid of taking 
too much pains. Let us preach to them as long as 
we will, we cannot bring them in earneft to defire and 
purfue after holinefs. Follow them to their houfes, 
and you will hardly ever find them reading a chapter 
in their Bibles, or calling upon God with their families, 
fo much as once a day. Follow them into their re- 
tirements, and you will hear no penitent confeflions of 
fin, no earneft cries for mercy. They will not allow 
to God that one day in fevcn which he has appropriat- 
ed to his own immediate fervice, but they will fteal 
and proftitute fome even of thofe facred hours for idle- 
nefs, or worldly converfation, or bufinefs. And many 
of them are fo malignant in wickednefs, that they will 
reproach and ridicule others that are not fo made as 
themfelves in thefe refpefts. And is not Chrift worth 
feeking ? Is not eternal falvation worth fo much trou- 
ble ? does not that man make light of thefe things 
that thinks his eafe or carnal pleafure of greater impor- . 
tance ? Let common fenfe judge. 

VII. That which we highly value we think we 
cannot buy too dear ; and we are ready to part with 
every thing that comes in competition with it. The 
merchant that found one pearl of great price, fold all 
that he had to purchafe it, Mati. xiii. 46. but thofe 
things that we make light of, we will not part with 
things of value for them. 

Now, when Chrift and the bleflings of the gofpel 
come in competition with the world and finful plea- 
fures, you may know which you moft highly efteem, 
by confidering which you are moft ready to part with. 
You are called to part with every thing that is incon- 
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fiftent with an intereft in Chrift, and yet many of you 
will not do it. You are called but to give God his 
own, to refign all to his will, to let go all thofe profits 
and plcafures which you muft either part with, or part 
with Chrift, and yet your hearts cling to thefe things, 
you grafp them eagerly, and nothing can tear them 
from you. You muft have your pleafures, you muft 
keep your credit in the world, you muft look to your 
eftates, whatever becomes of Chrift and falvation ; as 
if you could live and die better without Chrift than 
without thefe things -, or as if Chrift could not make 
you happy without them. And does not this bring 
the matter to an ifliie, and plainly ftiew that you make 
light of Chrift in comparifon with thefe things ? Chrift 
himfelf has affured you, over and over, that unlefs 
you are willing to part with all for his fake, you can- 
not be his difciples ; and yet, while you have the quite 
contrary difpofition, you will pretend to be his difci- 
ples ; as if you knew better what it is that conftituted 
his difciples than he. 

VIII. Thofe things which we highly value, we fliall 
be for helping our friends to obtain. 

Do not thofe, then, make light of Chrift who do 
not take half fo much pains to help their children to 
an intereft in him, as to fet them up in credit in the 
world, and leave them large fortunes ? They fupply 
the outward wants of their families, but they take 
little or no care about their everlafting falvation.— 
Alas ! Sirs, the neglefted, ignorant, and vicious chil- 
dren and fervants of fuch of you can witnefs againfl^ 
you, that you make very light of Chrift and falvation, 
and their immortal fouls. 

IX. That which men highly efteem they will fo 
diligently purfue, that you may fee their regard for it- 
in their endeavours after it, if it.be a matter within 
their reach. 

You may therefore fee that many make light of 
the gofpel by the little knowledge they have of it, 
after all the means of inftrucftion with which they 
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have been favoured. Alas! where 19 their improve- 
ment in holinefs ! how little do they know of their 
own hearts, of God and Chrift, and the world to 
come, and what they muft do to be faved ! Aflc them 
about thefe things, and you will find them ftupidly ig- 
norant ; and yet they have fo much conceited know- 
ledge that they will not acknowledge it ; or if they 
do, they have no better excufe than to fay they are no 
fcholars, or they have a poor memory -, as if it requir- 
ed extenfive learning, or a great genius to know the 
things that are neceflary to falvation. 0\ if they had 
not made light of thefe things 5 if they had beftowed 
but half the pains upon them which they have taken 
to underftand matters of trade and worldly bufinefs, 
they would not be fo grofsly ignorant as they are ? 
When men that can learn the hardeft trade in a few 
years, when men of bright parts, and perhaps confi- 
derable learning, after living fo many years, are ftill 
mere novices in matters of religion, and do not fo 
much as know the terms of life according to the gof- 
pel, is it not plain that they care but litde about thefe 
things, and that they make light of the Son of God, 
and all his ineftimable immortal blefllngs ? 

Thus I have offered you fufficient matter of con- 
viftion in this affair. And what is the refult ? does 
not confcience fmite fome of you by this time, and 
{vf^ " I am the man that have made light of Chrift 
and his gofpel ?" If not, upon what evidence are 
you acquitted ? Some of you, I doubt not, can fay, 
in the integrity of your hearts, '* Alas ! I am too 
carelefs about this important affair, but God knows I 
am often deeply concerned about it-, God knows that 
if ever I was in carneft about any thing in all my life, 
it has been about my everlaftins flate *, and there i» 
nothing in all the world that habitually lies fo near my 
heart." But are there not fome of you whom con- 
fcience does not accufe of this crime of too much care- 
IcfTnefs about the gofpel, notbccaufe you are innocent, 
but becaufe you ma,kc fo very light of it, that you 
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will make no thorough fearch into it ? and does not 
this alone prove you guilty ? I befeech fuch to confi- 
ilcr the folly of your conduft. Do you then think to 
excuie your crime, by being carelcfs whether you are 
guilty of it or not ? Can you avoid the precipice by 
Shutting your eyes ? If you difcover your fin now, it 
may be of unfpeakable (ervice, but if you now fliut 
your eyes you muft fee it hereafter^ when it will be 
too late ; when your conviAion will be your puniih* 
ment. I befeech you alfo to confider the dreadful evil 
of your conduft in making light of a Saviour. And 
here I fhall offer fuch arguments to expofe its aggra- 
vations as I am fure cannot fail to convince and aftoniih 
you, if you aft like men of reafbn and underftanding. 

I. Confider you make light of him who did not 
make light of you, when you deferved his final neg- 
left of you. You were worthy of nothing but con- 
tempt and abhorrence from ^im. As a man you are 
but a worm to God, and as a finner you are viler than 
a toad or a ferpcnt. Yet Chrift was fo far from mak- 
ing light of you, that he left his native heaven, be- 
came a man of forrows, and died in the moft exquifite 
agonies, that a way might be opened for the falvation 
of your miferable foul : and can you make light of him 
after all his regard to you ? What miracles of love 
Ind mercy has he fliewn towards you, and can you 
negleft him after all ? Angels, who are lefs concern- 
ed in thcfe things than we, cannot but pry into them 
with delightful wonder, i Peter i. 12. and fhall fin- 
ners, who have the moft intimate perfonal concern in 
them, make light of them ? This is a crime more 
than devilifh; for the devils never had a Saviour of- 
fered to them, and confequently never could defpife 
him. And can you live in a carelefTnefs of Chrift all 
your days, and yet feel no remorfe ? 

II. Confider you make light of matters of the 
greateft excellency and importance in all the world. 
O, Sirs, you know not what it is that you flight ; had 
you known thefe things you would hot have ventured 
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to make light of them for ten thoufand worlds. As 
Chrift faid to the woman of Samaria, If thou badft 
known the gift nf God^ and who it is that fpeaketh* t$ 
ihee^ thou wouldeft have ajked of him living water. John 
iv. 13., Had the Jews knawn^ they would not have cm- 
cified the Lard of Glory, i Cor. ii. 8. So had you 
known what Jefus is, you would not have made l;ght 
of him ; he would have been to you the moft impor- 
tant being in the univerfe. O had you been but one 
<iay in heaven, and feen and felt the happinefs there ! 
or had you been one hour under the agonies of hell, 
you could never more have trifled with falvation. 

Here I find my thoughts run fo naturally itito the 
fame channel with thofe of the excellent Mr. Baxter, 
about a hundred years ago, that you will allow me to 
give a long quotation from him, that you may fee in 
what light this great and good man viewed the neg- 
lefted things which the gofpei brings to your ears. 
His words are thefe ; and I am fure to me they have 
been very weighty : — " O, Sirs, they are no trifles or 
jefting matters that the gofpei fpeaks of. i mufl: needs 
profefs to you that when I have the mofl: ferious 
thoughts of thefe things, I am ready to wonder that 
fuch amaxing matters do not overwhelm the fouls of 
men : that tiie greatnefs of the fubjeft doth not fo 
overmatch our underfliandings and aflFedions, as even 
to drive men beflde themfelves, but that God hsth 
always fomewhat allayed it by diftance; much more 
do I wonder that men fhould be fo blockifli as to make 
light of fuch things. O Lord, that men did but 
know what everlafting glory and everlafting torments 
are ! would they then hear us as they do ? would they 
read and think of thefe things as they do ? I profels 
I have been ready to wonder when I have heand fuck 
weighty things delivered, how people can forbear cry* 
ing out in the congregation, and much more do I 
wonder how they can reft, till they have gone to theit 
minifters and learned what they mall do to be &ved, 
that this great bufiaeis ihould be put iSiut of doubt. 
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and have been baptized into this faith ; for you, I hy^ 
to make light of them» how aftonifhing ! how utterly 
inexcufable ! What ! believe that you fhall live for 
ever in the moft perfeft happinefs or exquifite mifery, 
and yet take no more pains to obtain the one, and ef-* 
^ape the other ? What ! believe that the great and 
dreadful God will fhortly be your judge, and yet make 
no more preparation for it ? Either fay plainly, *' I 
am no chriftian, I do not believe thefe things -,** or elfe 
Jet your hearts be afFeded with your belief, and let it 
influence and govern yom* lives. 

V. Confider what thofe things are which cngrofs 
your afFeftions, and which tempt you to negled Chrift 
and your falvation. Have you found out a better 
friend, or a more fubftantial and laftingkappinefs than 
his falvation ? O ! what trifles and vanities, what 
dreams and fhadows are men purfuing^ while they 
Wgleft the important realities of the eternal world ! 
If crowns and kingdoms, if all the riches, glorieSi 
and pleafures of the world were infured to you as a 
reward for making light of Chrift, you would even 
then make the moft foolifh bargain poffible ; for what 
are thefe in the fcale to eternal joy or eternal tempeft? 
and whatjhall it profit a man if he gain even the whole 
worlds andlofe his &wn foul? Matt. xvi. 26. But you 
cannot hope for the ten thoufandth part ; and will you 
caft away your fouls for this ? You that think \X. fuch 
a great thing to live in riches, pleafures, and honours, 
confider, is it fuch a mighty happinefs to die rich ? to 
die after a life of pleafure and honour ? Will it be 
fuch a great happinefs to give an account for the life 
of a rich fenfualift, rather than of a poor mortified 
creature ? Will Dives then be fo much happier than 
liazarus ? Alas 1 what does the richeft, the higheft, 
the moft voluptuous finner, what does he do, but lay 
up treafures of Wrath againft the day of wrath ? O how 
will the unhappy creatures torture themfelves for ever 
with the moft cutting refledions for felling their Savi- 
our and their fouls for fuch trifles 1 Let your fins 
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and earthly enjoyments favc you then, if they can ; let 
them then do that for you which Chrift would have 
done for you if you had chofen him. Then go and 
cry to the gods you have chofen : let them deliver 
you in the day of your tribulation. 

VI. Your making light of Chrift and falvation is a 
certain evidence that you have no intereft in them.— 
Chrift y^ill not throw himfelf and his bleffings away 
upon thofc that do not value them. " Thofe that 
honour him he will honour; but they that defpife him 
fhall be lightly efteemed." i Sam. ii. 30. There is a 
day coming, when you will feel you cannot do with- 
out him \ when you will feel yourfelves perifhing for 
want of a Saviour; and then you may go and look 
for a Saviour where you will ; then you may fhift for 
yourfelves as you can ; he will have nothing to do 
with you ; the Saviour of Sinners will caft you off for 
ever. I tell you, Sirs, whatever eftimate you form 
of thefe things, God thinks very highly of the blood 
of his Son, and the bleffings of his purchafe ; and if 
ever you obtain them, he will have you think highly 
of them too. If you continue to make light of them, 
all the world cannot fave you. And can you find fault 
with God for denying you that which was fo little in 
your account. 

VII. And laftly, the time is haftening when you 
will not think fo (lightly of Chrift and falvation. O, 
Sirs, when God fhall commiffion death to tear your 
guilty fouls out of your bodies, when devils fhall drag 
you away to the place of torment, when you find 
yourfelves condemned to everlafting fire by that Saviour 
whom you now negleft, what would you then give 
for a Saviour? When divine juftice brings in its 
heavy charges againft you, and you have nothing to 
anfwer, how wiS you then cry, *' O if I had chofen 
Jefus for my Saviour, he would have anfwered all !*' 
When you fee that the world has dcferted you, that 
your companions in fin have deceived themfelves and 
you, and all your merry days arc over for ever, would 
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you not then give ten thoufand worlds for Chrift ? 
And will you not now think him worthy of your cfteem 
and earneft purfuit ? Why will ye judge of things now 
quite the reverie of what you will do then, when you 
will be more capable of judging rightly ? 

And now, dear immortal fouls ! I have difcovcred 
the nature and danger of this common but unfufpcftcd 
and unlamented fin, making light of Chrift. I have 
delivered my meflage, and now I muft leave it with 
you, imploring the blefling of God upon it. I can- 
not follow you home to your houfes to fee what effc6t 
it has upon you, or to make application of it to each 
of you in particular; but, O may your confciences un- 
dertake this office! Whenever you fpend another 
prayerlefs, thouehdefs day, whenever you give your- 
felves up to finfuT pleafures, or an over-eager purfiiit of 
the world, may your confcience become your preacher, 
and fting you with this expoftulation : " Alas ! is this 
the efFeft of all I have heard ? Do I ftill make light 
of Chrift and the concerns of religion ? O what will 
be the end of fuch a conduft !" 

I cannot but fear after all, that fome of you, ^ 
ufual, will continue carelefs and impenitent. Well, 
when you are fufFering the puniftiment of this fin in 
hell, remember that you were warned, and acquit me 
from being acceffary to your ruin. And when we all 
appear before the fupreme Judge, and I am called to 
give an account of my miniftry -, when I am afked, 
" Did you warn thefe creatures of their danger ? Did 
you lay before them their guilt in making light of thefe 
things ?" you will allow me to anfwer, " Yes, Lord, 
I warned them in the beft manner I could, but they 
would not believe me ; they would not regard what I 
faid, though enforced by the authority of thy awful 
name, and confirmed by thine own word." O ! Sirs, 
muft I give in this accufation againft any of you ? 
No, rather have mercy upon yourfelves, and have 
mercy upon me, that I may give an account of you 
with joy, and not with grief, 

SERMON 
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The Companion of Chrift to weak Believersi 



Matt. xii. 20. A bruifed reedjball be not breaks and 
fmokingjlaxjball be not ^uencb. 

THE Lord Jefus poffefles all thofe virtues in thef 
higheft pcrfciftion, which render him infinitely 
amiable, and qualify him for the adminiftration of a 
juft and gracious government over the world. The 
virtues of mortals, when carried to a high degree^ 
very often run into thofe vices which have a kind of 
affinity to them. " Right too rigid hardens into 
wrong." Strift juftice fleels itfelf into cxceffive feve- 
rity ; and the man is loft in the judge. Goodnefs and 
mercy fometimes degenerate into foftnefs and an irra- 
tional compaflion inconfiftent with government. But 
in Jefus Chrift thefe feemingly oppofite virtues center 
and harmonize in the higheft perfedion, without run- 
ning into extremes. Hence he is at once characterized 
as a Lamb, and as the Lion of the tribe of Judah : 
a Lamb for gentlenefs towards humble penitents, and 
a Lion to tear his enemies in pieces. Chrift is faid to 
judge and make war^ Rev. xix. 11. and yet he is called 
The Prince of Peace. Ifa. ix. 6. He will at length 
fhew himfelf terrible to the workers of iniquity % and 
the terrors of the Lord are a very proper topic whence 
to perfuade men -, but now he i3 patient towards all 
men, and he is all love and tendernefs towards the 
meaneft penitent. The meeknefs and gentlenefs of 
Chrift is to be the pleafing entertainment of this day; 
and I enter upon it with a particular view to thofe 
mourning defponding fouls among us, whofe weak- 
ncfs renders them in great need of ftrong confolation. 
To fuch in particular I addrcfs the words of my text, 
Hh Abruifed 
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A bruifed reedjhall he not breaks and fmoking flax jball 
he not quench. 

This is a part of the Redeemer-s character, as dc* 
lincated near three thoufand years ago by the evangcli- 
eal prophet Ifaiah, Ifa. xlii. i — 4. and it is exprefsly 
applied to him by St. Matthew : Behold^ fays the Fa- 
ther, my fervant whom I have chofen for the important 
undertaking of faving the guilty fons of men 5 ** nay 
beloved, in whom my foul is well pleafed-," my very 
foul is well pleafed with his faithful difcharge of the 
important office he has undertaken. / will pit mfi 
Jpirit upon him ; that is, I will completely furnifh Ijim 
by the gifts of my fpirit for his high character ; and be 
fljall Jhem judgment to the Gentiles : to the poor benight- 
ed Gentiles he fhall (hew the light of falvation ; by re- 
vealing the gofpel to them ; which, in the ftilc of the 
Old Teftament, may be called his judgments. Or he 
will fhcw and execute the judgment of this world by 
cafting out its infernal prince, who had fo long cxer-* 
cifed an extenfive cruel tyranny over it. He Jball not 
ftrive nor cry^ neither Jhall any man hear bis voice in the 
fireets -, that is, though he enters the world as a mighty 
prince and conqueror to eftablifti a kingdom of righte- 
oufnefs, and overthrow the kingdom of darknefs, yet 
he will not introduce it with the noify terrors and 
thunders of war, but ihall fhew himfelf mild and gen- 
tle as the prince of peace. Or the connexion may 
lead us to underftand thefe words in a diflferent fenfe, 
namely. He fhall do nothing with clamorous oflenta- 
tion, nor proclaim his wonderful works, when it fhall 
anfv/er no valuable end. Accordingly the verfe of our 
text flands thus connefted : Great multitudes fdlowed 
him ; and he healed them ally and charged them that they 
Jbould not make him known. That it might be fulfilled 
which was fpoken by Ifaiah the prophet^ faying^ — He 
fijall not cry^ neither jhall any man hear his voice in tht 
fireets \ that is, he fhall not publifh his miracles with 
noify triumph in the fireets, and other public places. 
And when it is faid, He fhall not ftrive-^ it may refer 
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to his inofFcnfive paflSvc behaviour towards his ene- 
mies that were plotting his dedth. For thus we may 
-connedl this quotation from Kaiah with the preceding 
hiftory in the chapter of our text : Then thePbarifees 
went out J and. held a council againfi him^ borjo they mgbt 
Jiefiroy him. But when Jufes knew it^ inftead of pray- 
ing to his Father for a guard of angels, or employing 
his own miraculous power td deftroy them, be with- 
-drew himfelf from thence v-^tbat it might be fulfilled 
which was fpoken by the prophet Ifaiah^ faying^r^He 
Jhall not Jlrive. 

The general meaning of my ttyit feems to be con- 
tained in this obfervation : '* That the Lord Jefus 
has the tendereft and moft compaflionate regard to the 
fcebleft penitent, however opprefled and defponding ; 
and that he will approve and dierilh die lead fpark of 
true love towards himfelf. 

The brUifcd reed feems naturally to reprefent a foul 
at once feeble in itfelf, and crufhed with a burden ; a 
foul both weak and opprefled. The reed is a flender 
frail vegetable in itfelf, and therefore a very proper 
image to reprefent a foul that is feeble and weak. A 
bruifed reed is ftill more frail, hangs its head, and is 
unable to ftand without fome prop. And what can be 
a more lively emblem of a poor foul, not only, weak 
in itfelf, but bowed down and broken under a load of 
/in and forrow, that doops and finks, and is unable to 
iland without divine fupport ? Strength may bear up 
under a burden, or ftruggle with it, till it has tJirown 
it off; but opprefled weaknefs, frailty under a bur- 
•den, what can be more pitiable ? and yet this is the 
cafe of many a poor penitent. He is weak in him- 
felf, and in the mean time crufhed under an heavy 
weight of guilt and diftrefs. 

And what would become of fuch a frail oppi^fled 
creature, if, inftead of raifing him up and Aipporting 
him, Jefus fhould tread and crufli him under the foot 
of his indignation ? But though a reed, efpecially a 
bruifed reed^ is an infignificant thing, of little or no 
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life, yet "a bruifed reed he will not break," but he 
raifes it up with a gentle hand, and enables it to ftand, 
though weak in itfelf, and eafily crufhed in ruin. 

Perhaps the imagery, when drawn at length, may 
be this : " The Lord Jefus is an almighty conqueror, 
marches in ftate through our world; and here and 
there a bruifed reed lies in his way. But inftead of 
difregarding it, or trampling it under foot, he takes 
care not to break it: he raifes up the drooping ftraw^ 
trifling as it is, and fupports it with his gentle hand/* 
Thus, poor broken-hearted penitents, thus he takes 
care of you, and fupports you, worthlefs and trifling 
as you are. Though you feem to lie in the way of 
his jufliice, and it might tread you with its heavy fbot^ 
yet he not only does not crufh you, but takes you up, 
and infpires you with ftrength to bear your burden^ 
and flourifli again. 

Or perhaps the imagery may be derived from the 
pracftice of the ancient fhepherds, who were wont to 
amufe themfelves with the mufic of a pipe of reed or 
ftraw ; and when it was bruifed they broke it, or threw 
it away as ufelefs. But the bruifed reed fliall not be 
broken by this divine Shepherd of fouls. The mufic 
of broken fighs and groans is indeed all that the broken 
reed can aflPbrd him : the notes are but low, melan- 
choly, and jarring : and yet he will not break the in- 
ftrument, but he will repair and tune it, till it is fit to 
join in the concert of angels on high ; and even now 
its humble drains are pleafing to his ears. Surely 
every broken heart among us mufl: revive, while con- 
templating this tender and moving imagery ! 

The other emblem is equally fignificant and afFeft- 
ing. The fmoking flax Jhall he not quench. It feems to 
be an allufion to the wick of a candle or lamp, the 
flame of which is put out, but it fliill fmokes, and re- 
tains a little fire, which may again be blown into a 
flame, or rekindled by the application of more fire. 
Many fuch dying fnuffs or fmoking wicks are to be 
f9i|n4 io the candlefticks of the churches, and in the 
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lamps of the fanftuary. The flame of divine love is 
juft expiring, it is funk into the focket of a corrupt 
heart, and produces no clear fteady blaze, but only a 
finoke that is difagreeable, although it (hews that a 
foark of the facred fire ftill remains j or it produces a 
raint quivering flame that dies away, then catches and 
revives, and feems unwilling to be quenched entirely* 
The devil and the world raife many ftorms of temp* 
tation to blow it out-, and a corrupt heart, like a foun- 
tain, pours out water to quench it. But even this 
fmoking flax, this dying fnuflF, Jefus will not quench, 
but he blows it up into a flame, and pours in the oil 
of his grace to recruit and nourifh it. He walks 
among the golden candlefticks, and trims the lamps 
of his fanduary. Where he finds empty veflels with- 
out oil or a fpark of heavenly fire, like thofe of the 
foolifh virgins, he breaks the veflels, or throws them 
out of his houfe. But where he finds the leaft fpark 
of true grace, where he difcovers but the glimpfe of 
fincere love to him, where he fees the principle of true 
piety, which, though jufl: expiring, yet renders the 
heart fufceptive of divine love, as a candle jufl: put 
out is eafily rekindled, there he will ftrengthen the 
things which remain, and are ready to die : he will 
blow up the dying fiiuflr to a lively flame, and caufe it 
to fliine brighter and brighter to the perfed day. 
Where there is the leaft principle of true holinefs he 
will cherifli it. He will furnifti the expiring lamp 
with frefli fupplies of the oil of grace, and of hea- 
venly fire ; and all the ftorms that beat upon it fliall 
not be able to put it out, becaufe ftieltered by his 
hand. 

I hope, my dear brethren, fome of you begin already 
to feel the pleafing energy of this text. Are you not 
ready to fay, " Blefled Jefus ! is this thy true charac- 
ter ? Then thou art juft fuch a Saviour as I want, and 
I moft willingly give up myfelf to thee." You arc 
fenfible you are at beft but a bruifed reed, a feeble, 
Shattered, ufelefs thing ; an untuneable, broken pipe 
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of ftraw, that can make no proper mufic for die en- 
tertainment of your divine fhepherd. Your heart is 
at beft but fmoking flax, where the love of God often 
appears like a dying fnufF; or an expiring flame that 
quivers and catches, and hovers over the lamp, jufl: 
ready to go out. Such fome of you probably feel 
yourfelves to be. Well, and what think ye of Chrifl: ? 
" He will not break the bruifed reed, nor quench the 
fmoking flax ;" and therefore, may not even your guil- 
ty eyes look to this gentle Saviour with encouraging 
hope ? May you not fay to him, with the fweet finger 
of Ifrael, in his laft moments, He is all my fdvatioHj 
and all ffry deftre. 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 

In profecuting this fubjeft I intend to illufliratc the 
charafterof a weak believer, as reprefentcd in my text, 
and then to illuftrate the care and compaflTion of Jefus 
Chrift even for fuch a poor weakling. 

I. I am to illufkrate the charadler of a weak believer 
as reprefcnted in my text by " a bruifed reed, and 
fmoking flax." 

The metaphor of a bruifed reed, as I obferved, feems 
mofl: naturally to convey the idea of a ftate of weak- 
nefs and oppreffion. And therefore in illuftrating it 
I am naturally led to defcribe the various weaknefles 
which a believer fometimes painfully feels, and to point 
out the heavy burdens which he fometimes groans un- 
der; I fay, fometimes, for at other times even the 
weak believer finds himfelf fl:rong, ftrong in the Lord^ 
and in the power of his mighty and Jirengthened with 
might by the Spirit in the inner man. The joy of the 
Lord is his ftrength ; and he " can do all things 
through Chrift fi:rengthenlng him." Even the op- 
prefled believer at times feels himfelf delivered from 
his burden, and he can lift up his drooping head, and 
walk upright. But, alas! the burden returns, and 
cruflies him again. And under fome burden or other 
many honeft-hearted believers groan out the moft part 
of their lives. 

Let 
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Let us now fee what are thofe weakncfles which a 
believer feels and laments. He finds himfelf weak m 
knowledge-, a fimple child in the knowledge of God 
and divine things. He is wcjik in love ; the facred 
flame does not rife with a perpetual fervor, and difFufc 
itfelf through all his devotions, but at times it lan- 
guifties and dies away into a fmoking fnufF. He is 
weak in faith ; he cannot keep a ftrong hold of the 
Almighty, cannot fufpend his all upon his promifes 
with cheerful confidence, nor build a firm immoveable 
fabric of hope upon the rock Jefus Chrift. He is 
weak in hope-, his hope is daihed with rifing billows 
of fears andjealoufies, and fometimes juft overfet. He 
is weak in joy ; he cannot extradl the fweets of chrif- 
tianity, nor tafte the comforts of his religion. He is 
weak in zeal for God and the interefts of his kingdom ; 
he would wifh himfelf always a flaming feraph, always 
glowing with zeal, always unwearied in lerving his 
God, and promoting the defigns of redeeming love 
in the world; but, alas! at times his zeal, with his 
love, languifhes and dies away into a fmoking fnufF. 
He is weak in repentance ; troubled with that plague 
of plagues, an hard heart. He is weak in the con- 
flict: with indwelling fin, that is perpetually making 
infurreftions within h^'m. He is weak in refitting 
temptations -, which crowd upon him from without, 
and are often likely to overwhelm him. He is weak 
in courage to encounter the king of terrors, and ven- 
ture through the valley of the fhadow of death. He 
is weak in prayer, in importunity, in filial boldnefs in 
approaching the mercy-feat. He is weak in abilities 
to endeavour the converfion of finners, and fave fouls 
from death. In fliort, he is weak in every thing in 
which he Ihould be ftrong. He has indeed, like the 
church of Philadelphia, a little ftrength ; Rev. iii. 8. 
and at times he feels it; but O ! it feems to him much 
too little for the work he has to do. Thefe weaknefTcs 
or defefts the believer feels, painfully and tenderly 
feels, and bitterly laments. A fenfc of them keeps 

him 
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him upon his guard againft temptations : he is noC 
venturefome in ruffling into the combat. He would 
not parley with temptation, but would keep out of 
its way; nor would he»run the rifle of a defeat by an 
oftentatious experiment of his ftrength. This fenfc 
of weaknefs alfo keeps him dependent upon divine 
ftrength. He clings to that fupport given to St. Paul 
in an hour of hard conflid;. My grace is fufficient for 
thee ; for myjlrengfh is made perfeSi in weaknefs ; and 
when a fenfe of his weaknefs has this happy efFeft upon 
him, then with St. Paul he has reafon to fay, fVhen I 
am weak^ then am Iftrong. 2 Cor. xii. 9, 10. 

I fay the believer feels and laments thefe weaknefles ; 
and this is the grand diftinftion in this cafe between 
him and the reft of the world. They are weak too; 
much weaker than he ; nay, they have, properly, no 
fpiritual ftrength at all \ but, alas ! they do not feel 
their weaknefs, but the poor vain creatures boaft of 
their ftrength, and think they can do great things 
when they are difpofed for them. Or if their repeat- 
ed falls and defeats by temptation extort them to a 
confeflion of their weaknefs, they plead it rather as an 
excufe, than lament it as at once a crime and a cala- 
mity. But the poor believer tries no fuch artifice to 
extenuate his guilt. He is fenfible that even his weak- 
nefs itfelf has guilt in it, and therefore he laments it 
with ingenuous forrows among his other fins. 

Now, have I not delineated the very charafter of 
fome of you ? fuch weaklings, fuch frail reeds you 
feel yourfelves to be. Well, hear this kind afliifance, 
" Jefus will not break fuch a feeble reed, but he will 
fupport and ftrengthen it." 

But you perhaps not only feel you are weak, but 
you are opprefled with fome heavy burden or other. 
You are not only a reed for weaknefs, but you are a 
bruifed reed, trodden under foot, cruflied under a load. 
Even this is no unufual or difcouraging cafe ; for. 

The weak believer often feels himfelf crufhed uixier 
fome heavy burden. The frail reed is often bruifed ; 
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bruifed under a due fenfe of guilt. Guilt lies heavy 
at times upomhis confcience, and he cannot throw it 
6ff. Bruifed with a fenfe of remaining fin, which he 
finds ftill ftrong within him, and which at times pre- 
vails, and treads him under foot. Bruifed under a 
burden of wants, the want of tendernefs of heart, of 
ardent love to God and mankind, the want of hea- 
venly-mindednefs and viftory over the world; the 
want of conduft and refolution to diredt his behaviour 
in a paflage fo intricate and difficult, and the want of 
nearer intercourfe with the Father and his fpirit : in 
fhort, a thoufand preffing wants crufh and bruife him. 
He alfo feels his (hare of the calamities of life in com^ 
mon with other men. But thefe burdens I ihall take 
no farther notice of, becaufe they are not peculiar to 
him as a believer, nor do they lie heavieft upon his 
heart. He could eafily bear up under all the calami- 
ties of life if his fpiritual wants were fupplicd, and 
the burden of guilt and fin were removed. Under 
thefe laft he groans and finks. Indeed thefe burdens 
lie with all their full weight upon the world around 
him ; but they are dead in trefpafles and fins, and feel 
them not : they do not groan under them, nor labour 
for deliverance from them. They lie contented under 
them, with more fl:upidity than beafl:s of burden, till t 
they fink under the intolerable load into the depth of ^ 
mifery. But the poor believer is not fo ftupid, and 
his tender heart feels the burden, and groans under 
it. fTe that are in this tabernacle^ fays St. Paul, do 
groan^ being burdened. 2 Cor, v. 4. The believer un- 
derfl:ands feelingly that pathetic exclamation, O wretch- 
ed man that I am ! who Jhall deliver me from the body of 
this death? Rom. vii. 24. He cannot be eafy till his 
confcience is appeafed by a well-attefted pardon through 
the blood of Chrift; and the fins he feels working 
within him arft a real burden and uneafinefs to him, 
though they fliould never break out into adion, and 
publicly dishonour his holy profcffion. 

I i And 
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And i$ not this the vpry chara&cr of fome poor 
opprefied creatures amor^g you ? I hope it is. You 
may Ipok ijpon your cafe to be very difcouraging, bui 
Jcfus looks upoa it in a more favourable light > he 
k>o)cs upon ypu as proper objeAs of his compaffionate 
care. Bruifed as you are, he Will bind ypu up, aqd 
fupport you. 

|I. But I proceed to take a view of the charjuftet 
of a >yeak cl^rfftiaq, as reprefented in the other rpe- 
taphpr in my te^^t, namely, fmoking flax. Tl^e ide^ 
moft naturally conveyed by this metaphor is, that of 
grace true and fincere, but languiftiing and jul^ ejfpir- 
ing, likp a candle juft blown out, which ftill fmokcs. 
and retains a feeble fpark of fircj. It fignifies a fuf- 
ceptibility of a farther grace, or a rcadinefs to catch 
that facred fire, as a candle Jufl: put out is eaiily re- 
kindled. This metaphor therefore leads me to de- 
fcribe the reality of religion in a low degree, or to d?- 
Imeatethe true chriftiati in his moft languiftiing hours. 
And in fo doing I fhall mention thofe difpofitipns and 
cxercifes >yhicH the. weakeft chriftian feels, even in 
thefe inelanchpjy feafpns ; for even in tbefc he widely 
4iffers ftill from the napft poliflied hypocrite in hi& 
higheft improvements^ On this fubjeft let me folicit 
your moft ferioqs attention ; for,, if ypu have the leafl: 
fpark of r?al religipn within ypu, you ^re now likely, 
to difcpv^r it, a?. I api not gping to rife to the high 
attainments of chriftians of the firft rank, but to ttoop 
to the charader of the meaneft. Now the peculiar 
difpqfitipns and exercifes of heart which fuch in fome 
rneafure feel, you may difcover from the following 
ihort hiftory of their cafe. 

The weak chriftian in fuch languiftiing hours does 
indeed fometimes fall into fuch a ftate of careleflhcfs 
and infenfibility, that he has very few and but fuper- 
ficial exercifes of mind about divine thirngs. But ge- 
rierally Jie feels an uneafmefs, an emptinefs, an anxiety 
within, under which he droops and pines a^ay, and 
.41 the world cansiot heal the difeafe. He has chofen 
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the blefled God as his fupreme happineft; and, when 
he cannot derive happinefs from that fource, all the 
facets of created enjoyments Become infipid to him, 
and cannot iSll up the prodigious void which the ab- 
fcnce of the Supreme Good leaves in his craving foul. 
Sometimes his ahJtiiety is indiftinft and confufcd, and 
he hardly knows what Ails him ; but at other times he 
jFeels it k for God, the living God, that his foul pants. 
The evaporatibns of this fmoking flax naturally af- 
cend towards heaven. Kte knows that he rieVer caii 
be happy till he can enjoy the commuriicatibns of divihe 
love. Let him turn which way he will, he can find 
no folid eafe, no reft, till he comes to thi$^ceritcr again. 

Even at fuch times he canHot be thorou|rhly recon- 
ciled to his firts. He may be parleying with fdme of 
them in an unguarded hour, and feem to be negbciat- 
Jng a peace j but the truce is foon ended, arid they 
are at variance again. The enmity of a f-ertcwed heart 
foon rifes againft this old enemy. And there is this 
circumftance remarkable ih the bfelievcr's hatred and 
oppofition to fin, that they do riot jiroceed principally^ 
much lefs entirely, frohi a fear of puniflimcrit^ but 
from a generous fenfe of its intrinfic bafeneft and in- 
gratitude, and its contrariety to the holy nature of 
God. This is the ground of his hatred to fin, ahd 
forrbW for it ; and this (hews that there is at leaft a 
fpark of true grace in his heart, and that he does not 
aft altogether from the low, ihterefted, and mercenary 
principles of nature. 

At fuch times he is very jealous of the fiheerity of 
his religion, afraid that all his paft experiences were 
delufive, and afraid that, if he fliotild die in his pre- 
fent ftatCj he would be for eVer mifer-ible. A very 
anxious ftate is this ! The ftupid world can lie fecute 
while this gr^nd concern li^is in the moft dreadful fuf- 
pence. But the tender-hearted believer is not capable 
of fuch fool-hardinefs : he ftiudders at the thought of 
cverlafting feparation from that God and Saviour 
whom he Ibvfes. He loves him, and therefore the 
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fear of feparation from him, fills him with all the 
anxiety of bereaved love. This to him is the moft 
painful ingredient of the puniftiment of hell. Hell 
would be a fevenfold hell to a lover of God, becaufe 
it is a date of banifhment from him whom he loves. 
He could for ever languifti and pine away under the 
confuming diftrefles of widowed love, which thofe 
that love him not cannot feel. And has God kindled 
the facred flame in his heart in order to render hint 
capable of the more exquifite pain ? Will he exclude 
from his prefence the poor creature that clings to him, 
and languifhes for him ? No, the flax that does but 
fmoke with his love was never intended to be fuel for 
hell ; but he will blow it up into a flame, and nourifh 
it till it mingles with the feraphic ardors in the region 
of perfed love. 

The weak believer feems fometimes driven by the 
tempefl:s of lull and temptation from oflF the rock 
Jefus Chrifli But he makes towards it on the ftormy 
billows, and labours to lay hold upon it, and recover 
his fl:ation there; for he is fenfible there is no other 
foundation of fafety, but that without Chrift he muft 
perifh for ever. It is the habitual difpofition of the 
believer's foul to depend upon Jefus Chrift alone. He 
retains a kind of direftion or tendency towards him, 
like the needle touched with the load-ftone towards 
the pole ; and, if his heart is turned from its courfe, 
it trembles and quivers till it gains its favourite point 
again, and fixes there. Sometimes indeed a confci- 
oufnefs of guilt renders him ftiy of his God and Savi- 
our \ and after fuch bafe ingratitude he is aftiamed to 
go to him : but at length neceflity as well as inclina- 
tion conftrains him, and he is obliged to cry put, Lord^ 
to whomjhalllgo ? thou haft the words of eternal life. 
John vi. 68. " In thee alone I find reft to my foul ; 
and therefore to thee I muft fly, though I am afliamed 
and confounded to appear in thy prefence.** 

In Ihort, the weakeft chriftian upon earth fenfibly 
feels that his comfort rifes and falls, as he lives nearer 

to 
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to or farther from his God. The love of God has 
fuch an habitual predominancy even in his heart, that 
nothing in the world, nor even all the world together 
can fill up his place. No, when he is gone, heaven 
and earth cannot replenifh the mighty void. Even 
the weakeft chriftian upon earth longs to be delivered 
from fin, from all fin without exception ; and a body 
of death hanging about him is the burden of his life. 
Even the poor jealous languifliing chriftian has his 
hope, all me little hope that he has, built upon Jefus 
Chrift. Even this fmoking flax fends up fome exha- 
lations of lov* ♦•owards heaven. Even the poor crea- 
ture that oftw.. .^ars he is altogether a flave to fin, 
honeftly, though feebly, labours to be holy, to be 
holy as an angel, yea, to be holy as God is holy. He 
has an heart that feels the attraftive charms of holi- 
nefs, and he is fo captivated by it, that fin can never 
recover its former place in his heart : no, the tyrant is 
for ever dethroned, and the believer would rather die 
than yield himfelf a tame flave to the ufurped tyranny 
again. 

Thus I have delineated to you in the plaineft man- 
ner I could, the charjufter of a weak chriftian. Some 
of you I am afraid cannot lay claim even to this low 
charafter. If fo, you may be fure you are not true 
chriftians, even of the loweft rank. You may be fure 
you have not the leaft fpark of true religion in your 
hearts, but are utterly deftitute of it. 

But fome of you, I hope, can fay, " Well, after 
all my doubts and fears, if this be the charader of a 
true, though weak chriftian, then I may humbly hope 
that I am one. I am indeed confirmed in it that I am 
lefs than the leaft of all other faints upon the face of 
the earth, but yet I fee that I am a faint ; for thus has 
my heart been excrcifed, even in my dark and Ian- 
guifl:iing hours. This fecret uneafinefs and pining 
anxiety, this thlrft for God, for the living God, this 
tendency of foul towards Jefus Chrift, this implacable 
enmity to fin, this panting and flxuggling after holinefs ; 
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thcfc things Have I often Ifelt.'* And have ybU ih- 
deed ? tl^en iway ivith your doubts arid jeUbtifles ! 
away with yoiir fears and defporidencies I Therfe i§ 
at leaft ah imihortdl fpark kindled in yotlt- tieatts^ 
which the united power of men ariddevilsj of fin and 
temptation^ ftiall never be ablie to qiierich. No, ii 
Ihall yet Hfc iiito a flaihe, and but-h with ferapHic ^• 
dors for ever. 

For your farther encourageihent I proceed, 

II. To illuftrate the care and cdmj^affioh of Jrfu^ 
Chrift for Tuch poor weaklings as ybu. 

ThiJs may appear a rieedlefs taffe to fome ; for ^ho 
is theb that does not believe it ? Btit to fiich ^6ixlA 
I fajr, it is no eafy thing to cftitilifti d trienibling^ fiWl 
in the full belief 6f this truth. It is eafy for one thzi 
does not fee his dahger, and does not feel hi^ extrctfae 
need of Iklvkti'on, and the difficlilty of the wtitk^ to 
believe thiat GHrift is v(rilling and able 16 five him. 
But O ! to ^ pbor foiil; deeply ichfiBle bf its fcohditidHi 
this is ho ckfy matter. Bdides, the hfeart may need 
to be more deeply affedled with this truth, though thfe 
underAanding fliould need nb farther afj^iirhents of the 
fpeculative icihd for its conviftibn i and tb imjprefs tKiS 
truth is my prefent defign. 

For this purpofe I need but read and paraj>hra(c td 
you a ifew of the many kind declaratibhs atid anUraricfes 
which Jefas hks given us in his wdrd, and delate the 
happy experiences of fome of his faints there rfecofdedi 
who found him true and faithful tb his word. 

The Lord Jefus feems to have d peculiar tchdferhcrs 
forthepoor^ the mourners, the brofcen-hedrtod; and 
thefe are peculiarly the objeftis of hiis medidtoriil dffice. 
The Lord bath anointed me^ fays he, to preach ^ood tid- 
ings to the ilneek ; he hath feht vie all the Way frofai hiy 
native heaven down to earthy Upon this compiAffidn^tfe 
errand, to bind up the hrokek-heartedj to appoint unto 
thein that mourn in Zi(mi, to give unto them beaUty fifr 
ajbes^ the oil of joy for mournings the garment 6f praije 
for the fpirit of heavinefs. Ifi. Ixi. 1-^3. Tbiis faith 
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tie Lgtrdy in ftrajns of majefty that become hiiH) thg 
beavm is tnif thrgne^ t^ the e^rtk is wyfqotfiool: wiper e 
is tbf bouje that ye huild unto me? and where is the place 
(ff my reji? Ipox all thefe things hath my hand made^ 
f^itb fhe Jaord. P)ad h^ fpoken uniformly in this ma- 
jcfbic lapgijage tp us gqilty lyorm?, the declaration 
migl^t have overwhelmed us with awe, but could not 
have infpirpd us with hope. Biqt he advances himfclf 
thus high, on purppfe to let us fee hoyf low he can 
ftoop. Hear the eRCouraging^equcl of tliis his ma- 
jeftip fpeech: To this man wiUW look, even to him that 
is poor y and of a contpXe fpirit^ qnd trembktb at my 
word. Let heayefl and ear$h wondef that he will look 
down t)^rough all thp fhining rapks oiF aiagels, and 
look l)y prinpes an4 nobles, to fix his eyp upon this 
m^n, this poor man, this cor^trite, brpken-hearted, 
treipbiing creature. Ifa. l?vi. 1,2. He |pyes tp dwell 
upon this fujycft, aqd therefore you bear it again in 
the fame propl^ecy : " Thus faith the high and lofty 
Pne that inl^iabitpth eten^ity, wliofe name is holy,—** 
what does he iay ?— / dfwell in^ the high and holy place. 
Ifa. lyii. 15. T|iis is iG^c^ in ch^ra(J|;er. Tl^i^ is a 
dwelling in fpipe me^vire worthy the infiabitant. But 
P ! wijl he (Ippp to dwell in a lower manfion, or pitch 
iiis tent aqapi^g mqr^als ? yes., he dwells not only in 
his ingb and holyplace^ but alfo with him that is of a 
contrite and, hujQde fpirity to revive thefpirit of the hum- 
f/tUy ^nd to revive the he^rt of the contrite ones. He 
charges Peter tp fejed his lamks as well as his fheep ; 
thiaj: is, to take the tenderefi care even of the weakeft 
io hi? flock. Johnxxi. 15. And he feyfrely rebukes 
the fhepherds of ?frael, B^caufCy fays he, ye have not 
firepgibened the dtfeafed^ neither have ye healed that 
wbicb wasfiifky njeitjoer have ye: hound up (hat which was 
irpken. pzek. xxxiv. 4, But what an amiable reverfe 
is the charafter of the gr^at ^hepherd and Bifhop of 
fouls I J^eholdy fays Ifaiah, the Lord will come with a 
firong handy and his arm fhatl rule for him : behold bis 
regard is with, if^w, and his^ work before bim. How 
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juftly may we tremble at this proclamation of the ap- 
proaching God ! for who can ftand when he appeareth ? 
But how agreeably are our fears difappointed in what 
follows ! If he comes to take vengeance on his ene- 
mies, he alfo comes to fhew mercy to the meaneft of 
his people. Hejhallfeed his flock like ajhepberd: be 
Jhall gather the lambs with his arm^ and carry them in 
his bofomj and Jhall gently lead thofe that are with young j 
Ifa. xl. 10, II. that is, he fhall exercife thetendcreft 
and moft compaffion^ care towards the meaneft and 
weakeft of his flock. He looked down, fays the Pfalmift, 
from the height of his fan£luary\ from heaven did the 
Lord behold the earth \ not to view the grandeur and 
pride of courts and kings, nor the heroic exploits of 
conquerors, but to hear the groaning of the prifoner^ to 
loofe thofe that are appointed to die. He will regard the 
prayer of the deftitute^ and not defpife their prayer. This 
fhall be written for the generation to come. Pfalm cii, 
1 7 — 20. It was written for your encouragement, my 
brethren. Above three thoufand years ago this en- 
couraging paiTage was entered into the facred records 
for the fupport of poor defponding fouls in Virginia, 
in the ends of the earth. O what an early provident 
care does God fhew for his people ! There are none 
of the feven churches of Afia fo highly commended 
by Chrift as that of Philadelphia; and yet in com- 
mending her, all he can fay is, " Thou haft a little 
ftrength." I know thy works \ behold I havefet before 
thee an open door^ and no man can fhut it, for thou haft 
a little ftrength. Rev. iii. 8, O how acceptable is a 
little ftrength to Jefus Chrift, and how ready is he to 
improve it ! He giveth power to thefaint^ fays Ifaiah, 
and to them that have no might he increafeth ftrength. 
Ifa. xl. 29. Hear farther what words of grace and 
truth flowed from the lips of Jefus : Come unto me all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden^ and I will give you 
reft ; for I am meek and lowly in heart. Matt. xi. 28, 29. 
Hiyn that comet h unto me^ I will in no wife caft out. John 
^'^'57' If ^^y w^^ thirft^ let him come unto me and 
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drink. John vii. 37. Lef him that is athirft c<mt\ and 
wbofoever will, let him come and take of the water of 
life freely. Rev. xxii. ij. O what ftrong confolation 
is here ! what exceeding great and precious promifes 
are thefe ! I might eafily add to the catalogue, but 
thefe may fuffice. 

Let us now fee how his people in every age have 
ever found thefe promifes made good. Here David 
may be confulted, injiar omnium, and he will tell you, 
pointing to himfelf, This poor man cried, and the Lord 
heard and delivered him out of all his troubles. Pfalm 
xxxiv. 6. St. Paul, in the midft of affliftion, calls 
God the Father of mercies, and God of all comfort, who 
comforteth us in all our tribulation. 2 Cor. i. 3, 4. God, 
fays he, that comforteth tbofe that are caft down, com- 
forteth us. 2 Cor. vii. 6. What a fwectly emphatical 
declaration is this ! " God the comforter of the hum- 
ble, comforted us*." He is not only the Lord of 
hofts, the King of kings, the Creator of the world, 
but among his more auguft charafters he aflumes this 
title, « The Comforter of the humble." Such Saint 
Paul found him in an hour of temptation, when he 
had this fupporting anfwer to his repeated prayer for 
deliverance. My grace is fufficient for thee -, for my 
Jirength is made perfeEl in weaknefs. 2 Cor. xii. 9. Since 
this was the cafe, fince his weaknefs was more than 
fupplied by the ftrength of Chrift, and was a foil to 
fet it off, St. Paul feems quite regardlefs what infir- 
mities he laboured under. Nay, moft gladly, fays he, 
will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of 
Chrift may reft upon me. Therefore I take pleafure in in- 
firmities — for when 1 am weak, then am I ftrong. He 
could take no pleafure in feeling himfelf weak; but 
the mortification was made up by the pleafure he found 
in leaning upon this almighty fupport. His wounds 
were painftil to him 5 but, O ! the pleafure he found 
in feeling this divine phyfician dreffing his wounds, 

Kk in 
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in fome meafure fwallowed up the pain. It was pro- 
bably experience, as well as infpiration, that didated 
to the apoftle that amiable charter of Chrift, that he 
is a merciful and faithful bigJb-prieJij who being bimfelf 
tempted^ knows how to fuccour them that are tempted. 
Heb. ii. 17, 18. And we have not an high-prieft which 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities^ 
but was in all points tempted like as we are^ yet without 
Jin. Heb. iv. 15. 

But why need I multiply arguments ? Go to his 
crofs, and there learn his love and compaffion, from 
his groans and wounds, and blood, and death. Would 
he hang there in fuch agony for (inners if he were not 
willing to fave them, and cherilh every good principle 
in them ? There you may have much the feme evi- 
dence of his compaffion as Thomas had ot his refur- 
reftion \ you may look into his hands, and fee the 
print of the nails; and into his fide, and fee the fear 
of the ipearv which loudly proclaim his readinefs to 
pity and help you. 

And now, poor trembling doubting fouls, what 
hinders but you (hould raife up your drooping head, 
and take courage ? May you not venture your fouls 
into fuch compaffionate and faithful hands ? Why 
ihould the bruifed reed ihrink from him, when he 
comes not to tread it down, but raife it up ? 

As I am really felicitous that impenitent hearts 
among us fhould be pierced with the medicinal anguiih 
and forrow of cpnvidion and repentance, and the moft 
fi-iendly heart cannot form a kinder wifli for them, fo 
I am truly folicitous that every honeft foul, in which 
there is the leaft fpark of true piety, fhould enjoy the 
pleafure of it. It is indeed to be lamented that they 
who have a title to fo much happinefs fhould enjoy fo 
little of it ; it is very incongruous that they jfhould 
go bowing the head in their way towards heaven, as 
if they were haflening to the place of execution, and 
that they fhould ferve To good a mafler with fuch heavy 
hearts. O lift up the hands that hang down, and 

flrengthen 
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-ftrengthen the feeble knees! Comfort ye^ comfort ye my 
feople^ faith your God. Befirongin the Lard^ and in 
the power of bis might. Truft in your all-fuflicient 
Redeemer, truft in him though he ftiould flay you. 

And do not indulge caufelefs doubts and fears con- 
cerning your fincerity. When they arife in your minds 
examine them, and fearch whether there be any fufB- 
cient reafon for them; and if you difcover there is 
not, then rejeft them and fet them at defiance, and 
entertain your hopes in fpite of them, and fay with 
the Pfalmift, JVhy art thou caji down^ O my foul^ and 
why art thou difquieted within me ? Hope thou in Godj 
for I /hall yet praife him^ the health of my countenance^ 
and my God. Pfalm xliii. 1 1. 



SERMON IX. 

The Connexion between Prefent Holinefs and Future 
Felicity. 



JHeb. xii. 14. Follow — holinefs \ without which no man 
fball fee the Lord. 

A S the human foul was originally defigned for the 
jf\. enjoyment of no lefs a portion than the ever- 
biefled God, it was formed with a ftrong innate ten- 
dency towards happinefs. It has not only an eagei^ 
fondnefs for exiftence, but for fome good to render its 
cxiftence happy. And the privation of being itfelf is 
not more terrible than the privation of all its bleffings. 
It is true, in the prefent degeneracy of human nature, 
this vehement defire is miferably perverted and mif- 
placed : man feeks his fupreme happinefs in finful, or 
at beft in created enjoyments, forgetful of the uncre- 
ated fountain of blife ; but yet ftill he feeks happinefs ; 
ftill this innate impetus is predominant, and though he 
iniftakes the means, yet he ftill retains a general aim 

at 
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at the end. Hence he ranfacks this lower world in 
queft of felicity ; climbs in fearch of it the flippery 
afcent of honour 5 hunts for it in the treafures of gold 
and filver ; or plunges for it in the foul ftreams of fen- 
fual pleafures. But fince all the fordid fatisfeftion re- 
fulting from thefe things are not adequate to the un- 
bounded cravings of the mind, and fince the fatisfacr 
tion is tranfitory and perifliing, or we may be wretch- 
ed from it by the inexorable lund of death, the mind 
breaks through the limits of the prefent enjoyments, 
and even of the lower creation, and ranges through 
the unknown fcenes of futurity in queft of fomc un- 
tried good. Hope makes excurfions into the dark 
duration between the prefent now and the grave, and 
forms to itfelf plcafing images of approaching blef- 
fings, which often vanifti in the embrace, like delu- 
five phantoms. Nay, it launches into the vaft un- 
known world that lies beyond the grave, and roves 
through the regions of immenfity after fome complete 
felicity to fupply the defeds of fublunary enjoyments. 
Hence, though men, till their fpirits are refined by 
regenerating grace, have no rclifti for celeftial joys, 
but pant for the poor plcafures of time and fcnfe, yet, 
as they cannot avoid the unwelcome confcioufiiefs that 
death will ere long rend them from thefe fordid and 
momentary enjoyments, are conftrained to indulge the 
hope of blifs in a future ftate : and they promife them- 
fclves happinefs in another world when they can no 
Jonger enjoy any in this. And as reafon and revela- 
tion unitedly affure them that this felicity cannot then 
confift in fenfual indulgences, they generally exped: it 
will be of a more refined and fpiritual nature, and flow 
more immediately from the great Father of fpirits, 

He muft indeed be miferable that abandons all hope 
of this bleflednefs. The chriftian religion aflFords him 
no other profped but that of eternal, intolerable mi- 
fery in the regions of darknefs and defpair; and if he 
flies to infidelity as a refuge, it can aflFord him no com- 
fort but the (hocking profped of annihilation. 

Now, 
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Now, if men were preffcd into heaven by an una- 
voidable fatality, if happinefe was promifcuoufly pro- 
mifed to them all without diftinftion of charafters, 
then they might indulge a blind unexamined hope, 
and never perplex themfelves with anxious enquiries 
about it. And he might juftly be deemed a malignant 
difturber of the repofe of mankind that would attempt 
to fliock their hope, and frighten them with caufelefs 
fcruples^ 

But if the light of nature intimates, and the voice 
of fcripture proclaims aloud, that this eternal felicity 
is referved only for perfons of particular charaders, 
and that multitudes, multitudes who entertained pleaf- 
ing hopes of it, are confounded with an eternal dif- 
appointment, and fhall fufFer an endlefs duration in 
the moft terrible miferies, we ought each of us to take 
the alarm, and examine the grounds of our hope, that, 
if they^ appear fufficient, we may allow ourfelves a ra- 
tional fatisfaftionin them; and, if they are found de- 
Jufivc, we may abandon them and feek for a hope 
which will bear the teft now while it may be obtained. 
And however diiagreeable the tafk be to give our 
fellow-creatures even profitable uneafinefe, yet he muft 
appear to the impartial a friend to the beft interefts of 
mankind, who points out the evidences and founda- 
tion of a rational and fcriptural hope, and expofes the 
various miftakes to which we are ifubje<a in fo impor- 
tant a cafe. 

And if, when we look around us, we find perfons 
full of the hopes of heaven, who can give no fcrip- 
tural evidences of them to themfelves or others ; if 
we find many indulging this pleafing delufion, whofe 
praftices are mentioned by God himfelf as the certain 
marks of perifhing finners ; and if perfons are fo te- 
nacious of thefe hopes, that they will retain them to 
their everlafting ruin, unlefs the moft convidive me- 
thods are taken to undeceive them ; then it is hi|[h 
time for thofe to whom the care of fouls (a weightier 

charge 



254 y^ Connexion between Semi. 9; 

charge than that of kingdoms) is intrufted, to ufc the 
greatcft plainnefs for this piirpofe. 

This IS my chief defign at prefent, and to this my 
text naturally leads me. It contains thefc dodtrincs : 

Firft, That without holincfs here it is impoflible for 
lis to enjoy heavenly happinefs in the future world. 
To fee the Lord, is here put for enjoying him •, fee 
Rom. yiii. 24. and the metaphor fignifies the happi- 
nefs of the future ftate in general ; and more particu* 
larly intimes that the knowledge of God will be a fpe- 
cial ingredient therein. See a parallel expreflion in 
Matt. V. 8. 

Secondly, That this confideration (hould induce us 
to ufe the moft earneft endeavours to obtain the hea- 
venly happinefs. Purfue holinefs, becaufe without it 
no man can fee the Lord. 

Hence I am naturally led, 

I. To explain the nature of that hoUnefs^ without 
which no man Jh all fee the Lord. 

II. To fhew what endeavours ftould be ufed to ob» 
tain it. And, 

III. To urge you to ufe them by the confideratioq; 
of the abfolute neceflity of holinefs. 

I. I am to explain the nature of holinefe. And ( 
fhall give you a brief definition of it, and then men* 
tion fome of thofe difpofitions and praftices which na« 
turally flow from it. 

The mofl: intelligible defcriptibn of holinefs, as it is 
inherent in us, may be this, " It is a conformity in 
heart and praftice to the revealed will of God." As 
the Supreme Being is the ftandard of all perfedtion, 
his holinefs in particular is the ftandard of ours. Then 
we are holy when his image is ftamped upon our hearts 
and reflefted in our lives ; fo the apoftle defines it, 
And that ye put on the new man^ which after God is 
created in right eoufnefs and true holinefs. Eph. iv. 24. 
PVhom he did predeftinate to be conformed to the image of 
his Son. Rom. viii. 29. Hence holinefs may be de- 
fined, " A conformity to God in his moral perfec- 
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tions." But as we cannot have a diftind knowledge 
of thefe perfeftions but as they are manifeftcd by the 
revealed will of God, I choofe to defme holinefs, as 
above, " A conformity to his revealed will." Now 
his revealed will comprizes both the law and the gof- 
pel : the law informs us of the duty which we as crea- 
tures owe to God as a being of fupreme excellency, as 
our Creator and BenefaAor, and to men as our fellow- 
creatures 5 and the gofpel informs us of the duty which 
as finners we owe to God as reconcileable through a 
Mediator. Our obedience to the former implies the 
whole of morality, and to the latter the whole of evan- 
gelical graces, as faith in a Mediator, repentance, &c. 

From this definition of holinefs it appears, on the 
one hand, that it is abfolutely necefTary to fee the Lord ; 
for unlefe our difpofitions are conformed to him, we 
cannot be happy in the enjoyment of him : and, on 
the other hand, that they who are made thus holy, 
are prepared for the vifion and fruition of his face, as 
they can relifh the divineft pleafure. 

But as a concife definition of holinefs may give an 
auditory but very imperfeft ideas of it, I fhall expa- 
tiate upon the difpofitions and praftices in which it 
confifls, or which naturally refult fi-om it ; and they 
are fuch as follow : 

I. A delight in God for his holinefs. Self-love may 
prompt us to love him for his goodnefs to us -, and fo 
many unregenerate mftn may have a felfifh love to God 
on this account. But to love God becaufe he is infi- 
nitely holy, becaufe he bears an infinite deteftation to 
all fin, and will not indulge his creatures in the negle<5t 
of the leaft inftance of holinefs, but commands them 
to be holy as he is holy, this is a difpofition connatural 
to a renewed foul only, and argues a conformity to his 
image. Every nature is moft agreeable to itfelf, and 
a holy nature is mod agreeable to an holy nature. 

Here I would make a remark, which may God deep- 
ly imprefs on your hearts, and which for thatpurpofe 
I ihall fubjoin to each particular, that holinefs in fallen 

man 
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man is fupernatural ; I mean, we are ftot bom with 
it, we give no difcoveries of it, tHI we have experi- 
enced a great change. Thus we find it in the prefent 
cafe; we have no natural love to God becaufe of his 
infinite purity and hatred to all fin; nay, we would 
love him more did he give us greater indulgences ; 
and I am afraid the love of fome perfons is rounded 
upon a miftake ; they love him becaufe they imagine 
he does not hate fin, nor them for it, fo much as he 
really does ; becaufe they think he will bring them to 
heaven at laft, let them live as they lifl: ; and becaufe 
they do not expeft he is fo inexorably jufl: in his deal- 
ings with the finner. It is no wonder they love fuch 
a foft, eafy, paflive being as this imaginary deity ; 
but did they fee the luft:re of that holinefs of God 
which dazzles the celefliial armies ; did they but know 
the terrors of his jufliice, and his implacable indigna- 
tion againfl: fin, their innate enmity would fhew its 
poifon, and their hearts would rife againft God in all 
thofe horrible blafphemies with which awakened finners 
are fo frequently fliocked. Such love as this is fo fiu- 
from being acceptable, that it is the greateft aflFront to 
the Supreme Being, as, if a profligate loved you on 
the miftaken fuppofition that you were fuch a libertine 
as himfelf, it would rather inflame your indignation 
than procure your refpeft. 

But to a regenerate mind how fl:rong, how tranf- 
porting are the charms of holinefs ! Such a mind joins 
the anthem of feraphs with the divinefl: complacency. 
Rev. iv. 8. and anticipates the fong of glorified faints. 
Who would not fear thee^ O Lord^ and glorify thy name^ 
for thou only art holy? Rev. xv. 4. The perfeftions 
of God lofe their luflire, or fink into objefts of terror 
or contempt, if this glorious attribute be abftrafted. 
Without holinefs power becomes tyranny, omnifcience 
craft, juftice revenge and cruelty, and even the amiable 
attribute of goodnefs lofes its charms, and degenerates 
into a blind promifcuous prodigality, or foolifti undif- 
cerning fondnefs : but when thefe perfedions are cloth- 
ed 
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ed In the beauties of holinefs^ how Godlike, how tpa- 
jefticj how lovely and attradive do they appear ! and 
with what complacence does a mind ^fhioned after the 
divine image acquitfce in them ! It may appear ami- 
able even to an unholy iinner that the exertions of al- 
mighty power ftiould be regulated by the moft con- 
fumnute wifdom ; that juftice fhould not without dif- 
tin(5tion punifii the guilty and the innocent ; but an 
jholy foul only can rejoice that divine goodnefs will 
not communicate happinefs to the difgrace of holinefs ; 
and that, rather than it fhould overflow in a blind pro- 
mifcuous manner, the whole human race ihould be 
miferable. A felfilh finner has nothing in view but 
his own happinefs ^ and if this be obtained, he has 
no anxiety about the illuflration of the divine purity ^ 
but it recommends happinefs itfelf to a fandified fouI» 
that it cannot be communicated in a Way inconfiftenC 
with the beauty of holine&4 

2« Holine& confifb in an hearty complacence in the 
law of God, becaufe of its purity* The law is the 
tranfcript of the moral perfeftions of God; and if we 
love the original we fhall love the copy* Accordingly 
it is natural to a renewed mind to love the divine law^ 
becaufe it is perfedly holy; beCaufe it makes no zU 
lowance for the lead fin, and requires every duty that 
it becomes us to perform towards God. Pfalm cxix. 
140. and xix« '/"^lO. Romans vii. 12, compared 
with 22. 

But is this our natural difpofition ? Is this the dif- 
pofition of the generality ? Do they not, on the con* 
trary, fecredy find fault with the law, becaufe it is fo 
ftri^ ? And their common obje<5tion againft that holi- 
nefs x}{ life which it enjoins is, that they cannot bear to 
be fo precife. Hence they are always for abating the 
rigour of the law, for bringing it down to fome Ima- 
ginary fbmdard of their own, to their prefent ability, 
to fins of praAice without regard to the finful difpofi- 
tions of the heart; or to the prevailing difpofitions 
of the heart without regard to the firfl: workings of 

L 1 ' concu- 
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concupifccnce, thofe embryos of iniquity ; and if they 
love the law at all, as they profefs to do, it is upoa 
fuppofltion that it is not fo ftrift as it really is, but 
grants them greater indulgences. Rom*, vii. 7. 

Henee it appears that, if we are nmde holy at all^ 
it" muft be by a fupcrnaturat change j and when that is 
efFefted, what a ftrange and happy alteration does the 
finner perceive ? with what plealure does he rtfiga 
himfelf a willing fuWe^Jl to that law to which he wtt 
once fo averfe ? And when he ibils (as, alas ! he does 
in ifnany things) how is he humbled I he does not lay 
the fault upon the law as requiring impoilibilities, but 
lays the whole fault upon himfelf as a corrupt finner. 

3. Holinefs confifts in an hearty complacence in the 
gofpeUmethod df falvation, becaufe it tends to ilhiftrate 
the moral perfeftions of the Deity, and todifcoverthe 
fceauties of holinefs*. 

The gofpel informs us of two grand pre-requifites 
to tfte' felvation of the fallen fons of men, namely. 
The fatisfadfion of divine Juftice by the obedience and 
paifion of Chrrft, that God might be reconciled to 
them confiftently with his perfeAionsj and the fanc- 
tification of fi^nncrs by the efficacy of the Holy Ghoflr, 
that they might be capable of enjoying God, and that 
he might maintain intimate communion with them 
without any ftain to his holinefs. Thefe two grand 
articles contain the fubftance of the gofpel ; and our 
acquiefcence in them is the fubftance of that evange- 
fical obedience which it requires of us, and which is 
cflentfal to holinefs in a fallen creature. 

Now, it is evident, that without either of thefe the 
moral perfedions of the Deity, particularly his holi- 
nefs, could not be iJluftrated, or even fecured in the 
falvation of a finner. Had he received an apoftatc 
race into favour, who had confpired in the moft un- 
'natural rebellion againft him, without any fatisfaAion, 
his holinefs Would have been eclipfed; it would not 
have appeared that he had fo invincible an abhorrence 
cf fin„ fo zealous a r^ard for the vindication of hi« 
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own holy law; or to his veracity, which had threaten* 
ed condign punifliment to offenders. But by the fa* 
tisfadion of Chrift, iiis holineis is illuftrated in the 
moft confpicuous manner ; now it appears, that God 
would upon no terms iave a (inner but that of adequate 
ifatisfaAion, and that no other was iufficient but the 
{ujfiering of his co*equal Son, otherwife he would not 
have appointed hixn to fuftain the charadier of Medit- 
ator ; and npw it appears that his hatred of fin is fuch 
that he would not let it pafs unpuniflied even in his 
own Son, when only imputed to him. In like manner, 
if fmners, while unholy, were admitted into commu- 
nion with God in heaven, it would obicure the glory 
tof his holinefsi, and it would not then appear that fuch 
was the parity of his nature that he could have no fel- 
lowfhip with fin. But now it is evident, that eveij 
the blood of Immanuel cannot purchafe heaven to be 
enjoyed by a finner while unholy, but that every one 
that arrives at heaven muft firft be fanftified. An un* 
holy finner can be no more fiived, while fuch, by the 
gofpel than by the law; but here liet the difiFerence, 
that the gofpel makes provifion for his fandification, 
which is gradually carried on here, and perfected at 
death, before his admiflion into the heavenly glory. 

Now it is the genius of true holinefs to acquiefce in 
both thefe articles. A fandified foul plaqps all its de- 
pendence on the righteoufnefs of Chrift for acceptance. 
It would be difagreeable to it to have the leaft concur* 
rence in its own juftification* It is iiot only willing, 
but delights to renounce all its own righteoufnefs, and 
to glory in Chrifl: alone, Phil, iii, 3. Free grace to 
fuch fouls is a charming theme, and falvation is more 
acceptable, becaufe conveyed in this way. It would 
render heaven itfelf difagreeable, and wither all its 
joys, were they brought thither in a way that degrades 
or does not illuftrate the glory of God's holinefs ; but 
O how agreeable the thought, that he that glorieth 
mufi: glory in the Lord, and that the pride of all flefh 
&all be abafed,! 

So 
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So an holy pcrfon rejoices that the way of holinefs 
is the appointed way to heaven. He is not forced to 
be holy merely by the fervile confideration that he muft 
be fo or perifti, and fo unwillingly fubmits to the ne- 
ceflity which he cannot avoid, when in the mean time, 
were it put to his choice, he would choofe to referve 
fome fins, and negleft fomc painful duties. So far 
from this, that he delights in the goipel-conftitution, 
becaufe it requires univerial holinefs, and heaven 
would be lefs agreeable, were he to carry even the leaft 
iin thither. He thinks it no hardftiip that he mufl 
deny himfelf in his finful pleafures, and habituate him- 
felf to fo much ftrifl^nefs in religion ; no, but he blef^ 
fes the Lord for obliging him to it, and where he 
fails he charges himfelf with it, and is fclf-abafed upon 
the account. 

This is folid rational religion, fit to be depended 
upon, in oppofition to the antinomian licentioufhefs, 
the freaks of enthufiafm, and the irrational flights of 
paflion and imagination on the one hand ; and in oppo- 
fition to formality, mere morality, and the felf-fprung 
religion of nature on the other. And is it not evi- 
dent we are deftitute of this by^ature? Men natu- 
rally are averfe to this gofpel-method of falvation ; 
they will not fubmitto the righteoufnefs of God, but 
fix their dependence, in part at leaft, upon their own 
merit. Their proud hearts cannot bear the thought 
that all their performances muft go for juft nothing in 
their juftification. They are alfo averfe to the way of 
holinefs ; hence they will either abandon the expefta- 
tion of heaven, and, fince they cannot obtain it in 
their finful ways, defperately conclude to go on in fin 
come what will; or, with all the little fophiftry they 
are capable of, they will endeavour to widen the way 
to heaven, and perfuade themfelves they fhall attain 
it, notwithftanding their continuance in fome known 
iniquity, and though their hearts have never been 
thoroughly fancftificd. Alas 1 how evident is this all 
s^rpund us ! How many either give up their hopes of 

heaven 
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heaven rather than part with fin, or vainly hold them, 
while their difpofitions and pradices prove theni 
groundlefs ? And muft not fuch degenerate creatures 
be renewed ere they can be holy, or fee the Lord ? 

4. Holinefs confifts in an habitual delight in all the 
duties of holinefs towards God and man, and an earneft 
defire for communion with God in them. This is the 
natural refult of all the foregoing particulars. If we 
love God for his holinefs, we fhall delight in that fer- 
vice in which our conformity to him confifts ; if we 
love his law, we fhall delight in that obedience which 
it enjoins •, and if we take complacence in the evange- 
lical method of falvation, we (hall take delight in that 
holinefs, without which we cannot enjoy it. The fen- 
vice of God is the element, the pleafure of an holy 
foul; while others delight in the riches, the honours, 
or the pleafures of this world, the holy foul defires one 
thing of the Lord, that it may behold his beauty while 
enquiring in his temple. Pfalm xxvii. 4. Such a per- 
fon delights in retired converfe with heaven, in medi- 
tation and prayer. Pfalm cxxxix. 17. and bciii. 5, 6. 
and Ixxiii. 28. He alfo takes pleafure in juftice, be- 
nevolence, and eharity towards men, Pfalm cxii. 5, 9. 
and in the ftridefl temperance and fobriety. i Cor. ix. 

Moreover, the mere formality of performing reli- 
gious duties does not fatisfy the true faint, unlefs he 
enjoys a divine freedom therein, receives communica- 
tions of grace from heaven, and finds his graces quick- 
ened. Pialmxlii. i, 2. 

This confideration alfo fhews us that holinefs in Us 
muft be fupematural ; for do we naturally thus delight 
in the fervice of God ? or do yoiTall now thus deKght 
in it ? is it not rather a wearinefs to you, and do you 
not find more pleafures in other things ? Surely you 
muft be changed, or you can have no relifh for the en- 
joyment of heavenly happinefs. 

5. To conftitute us faints indeed there muft beuni- 
vcrfal holinefs in praftice. This naturally folfows from 

the 
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the laft, for as the body obeys the ftronger volitions 
oi the will, fo when the heart is prevailingly difpofed 
to the fervice of God, the man will habitually praftife 
it. This is generally mentioned in fcripture as the 
grand charaderiftic of real religion, without which all 
our pretenfions are vain, i John iii. 3—10. and v. 3, 
John XV, 14. True chriftians arc far from being pcr- 
fed in praftice, yet they are prevailingly holy in all 
manner of converfation ; tliey do not live habitually in 
any one known (in, or wilfully negled: any one known 
duty. Pfalm cxix. 6. 

Without this pradlical holinefs no maQ (hall fee the 
Lord ; and it fo, how great a change muft be wrought 
on moft before they can fee him, for how few are thus 
adorned with a life of univerfal holinefs ?, Many pro- 
fefe the name of Chrift, but how few of them depart 
from iniquity ? But to what purpofe do they call him 
Matter and Lord, while they do not the things which 
he commands them ? 

Thus I have, as plainly as I could, defcribed the na- 
ture and properties of that holinefs, without which no 
man ftiall fee the Lord ; and they who are poffeffed of 
it may lift up their heads with joy, affured that God 
has begun a good work in them, and that he will carry 
it on 5 and on the other hand, they that are deftitute 
of it may be aflured, that, unlefs they are made new 
creatures, they cannot fee the Lord. I come, 

II. To fhew you the endeavours we fhould ufe to 
obtain this holinefs. And they are fuch'as thefe : 

I. Endeavour to know whether you are holy or not 
by clofe examination. It is hard indeed for fome to 
know pofitively that they are holy, as they are per- 
plexed with the appearances of realities, and the fears 
of counterfeits ; but it is then eafy for many to con- 
clude negatively that they are not holy, as they have 
not the likenefs of it. To determine this point is of 
great ufe to our fuccefsful feeking after holinefs. That 
an unregenerate finner fhould attend on the means of 
grace with other aims than one that has reafon to be- 
lieve 
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lieve himfelf iandtified, is evident. The anxieties^^ 
ibrrows, defires, and endeavours of the one fliould 
^n in a very different channel from thofe of the other. 
The one fhould look upon himfelf as a guilty and 
condemned finner; the other fhould allow himfelf the 
pleafure of a juftified flate : the one fhould purfue after 
the implantation; the other after the increafe of holi- 
nefs : the one fhould indulge a feafonable concern about 
his lofl condition ; the other repofe an humble confi- 
dence in God as reconciled to him : the one fhould 
look upon the threatenings of God as his doom ; the 
other embrace the promiles as his portion. Hence it 
follows that, while we are miilaken about our flate, we 
cannot ufe endeavours after holinefs in a proper man- 
ner. We aft like a phyfician that applies medicines 
at random, without knowing the difeafe. It is a cer- 
tain conclufion that the mofl generous charity, under 
fcriptural limitations, cannot avoid, that multitudes 
are deflitute of holinefs, and ought not we to enquire 
with proper anxiety whether we belong to that num- 
ber } Let us be impartial, and proceed according to 
evidence. If we find thofe marks of holinefs in heart 
and life which have been mentioned, kt not an excef^ 
five fcrupulofityv frighten us from drawing the happy 
conclufion : and, if we find them not, let us exercife 
fo much wholefome feverity againft ourfelvcs, as honefl- 
ly to conclude we are unholy finners, and mufl be re- 
newed before we can fee the Lord. The conclufion 
no doubt will give you painful anxiety ; but if you 
was my deareft friend, I could not form a kinder wifh 
for you than that you might be inceflantly diflrcfled 
with it till you are born again. This conclufion will 
not be always avoidable; the light of eternity will 
force you upon it ; and whether is it better to give 
way to it now, when it may be to your advantage, 
or be forced to admit it then, when it will be only a 
torment ? 

2. Awake, arife, and betake yourfelf in earnefl to 
all the means of grace. Your life, your eternal life 

is 



2^4 ^^ Connexion between StrtA. ^4 

is concerned, and therefore it calls for all the ardof 
and earneftnefs you are capable of exerting, Accuf- 
torn yourfelf to meditation, converfe with yourfeived 
in retirement, and live no longer ftrangers at home. 
Read the word of God and other good books, with 
diligence, attention, and felf-application. Attend on 
the public miniftrations of the gofpel, not as a trifler, 
but as one that fees his eternal All concerned. Shun 
the tents of fin, the rendezvous of finners, and aflb- 
ciate with thofe that have experienced the change you 
want, and can give you proper difcdions* Froilrate ' 
yourfelf before the God of heaven^ confefs your fin, 
implore his mercy, cry to him night and day, and 
give him no reft, till the importunity prevail, and you 
take the kingdom of heaven by violence. 

But after all, acknowledge that it is God that muft 
work in you both to will and to do, and that when 
you have done all thefe things you are but unprofitable 
fervants. I do not prefcribe thefe direftions as though 
thefe means could efFeft holinefs in you ; no, they can 
no more do it than a pen can write without a hand. 
It is the holy Spirit's province alone to fandlify a de- 
generate finner, but he is wont to do it while we are 
waiting upon him in the ufe of thefe means, though 
our beft endeavours give us no title to his grace; but 
he may juftly leave us after all in that ftate of condem* 
nation and corruption into which we have voluntarily 
brought ourfelves. I go^n, 

III. And laftly, to urge you to the ufe of thefe 
means from the confideration mentioned in the text, 
the abfolute neceflity of holinefe to the enjoyment of 
heavenly happinefs. 

Here I would fhew that holinefs is abfolutely neeef- 
fary, and that the confideration of its neceflity may 
ftrongly enforce the purfuit of it. 

The neceflity of holinefs appears from the un- 
changeable appointment of heaven, and the nature of 
things. 

I. The 
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1. The unchangeable appointment of God excludes 
till the unholy from the kingdom of heaven; fee i 
Cor. ix. 6. Rev. xxi. 27. Pfalm v. 4, 5. 2 Cor. v. 17. 
Gal. vi. 15, It is moft aftonifhing that many who 
profefs to believe the divine authority of the fcriptures, 
will yet indulge vain hopes of heaven, in oppofition 
to the plaincft declarations of eternal truth. But 
though there were no pofitive conftitution excluding 
the unholy from heaven, yet, . 

2. The very nature of things excludes iinners from 
heaven ; that is, it is impoffible in the nature of things, 
that, while they are unholy, they could receive happi- 
nefs from the employments and entertainments of the 
heavenly World. If thefe confided in the affluence of 
thofe things which finners delight in here; if its en- 
joyments were earthly riches, pleafures and honours ; 
if its employments were the amufementi of the pre- 
fent life, then they might be happy there, as far as 
their fordid natures are capable of happinefs. But 
thefe trifles have no place in heaven. The felicity of 
that ftatc confifts in the contemplation of the divine 
perfeftions, and there difplays in the works of crea- 
tion, providence, and redemption; hence is it de- 
fcribed by feeing the Lord, Matt. v. 8. and as a ftate 
of knowledge, i Cor. xiii. 10—12. in the fatisfaftion 
refulting thence, Pfalm xvii. 15. and a complacency 
in God as a portion, Pfalm Ixxiji- 25, 26. and in per- 
petual ferving and praifing the Lord ; and hence ado- 
ration is generally mentioned as the employ of all the 
hofls of heaven. Thefe are the entertainments of 
heaven, and they that cannot find fupreme happinefs 
in thefe, cannot find it in heaven. But it is evident 
thefe things could aflfbrd no fatisfaftion to an unholy 
perfon. He would pine away at the heavenly feaft, 
for want of appetite for the entertainment ; an holy 
God would be an objeft of horror rather than delight 
to him, and his fervice woyld be a wearinefs, as it is 
now. Htnce it appears, that if we do not place our 
fypr^me delight in thefe things here, we cannot be 

M ni happy 
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Thefc commotions and perturbations have had one 
good efFedt upon me, and that is, they have carried 
away my tlioughts of late into a ferene and peaceful 
region, a region beyond the reach of confuflon and 
Violence •, I mean the kingdom of the Prince of Peac6. 
And thither, my brethren, I would alfo tranfport 
your minds this day, as the beft refuge from this boif- 
terous world, and the moft agreeable manfion for the 
lovers of peace and tranquillity. I find it advantage- 
ops both to you and myfelf, to entertain you with 
thofe fubjefts that have made the deepefl impreffion 
upon my own mind : and this is the reafon why I 
choofe the prefent fubjeft. In my text you hear one 
{entering a claim to a kingdom, whom you would con- 
clude, if you regarded only his outward appearance, 
to be the meaneil and vileft of mankind. T6 hear a 
powerful prince, at the head of a victorious army, 
attended with all the royalties of his charader, t6 
hear fuch an one claim the kingdom he had acquired 
by force of arms, would not be ftrange. But here 
the defpifed Nazarene, rejefted by his nation, forfafcen 
by his followers, accufed as the worft of criminals, 
flanding defencelefs at Pilate's bar, juft about to be 
condemned and hung on a crofs, like a malefaftor and 
a flave, here he fpeaks in a royal flile, even to his 
judge, I am a King: for this purpofe was I born \ and 
for ibis caufe came I into the worla. Strange language 
indeed to proceed from his lips in thefe circumflances I 
But the truth is, a great, a divine perfonage is con- 
cealed under this difgui/e ; and his kingdom is of fuch 
a nature, that his abafement and crucifixion were fo 
far from being a hindrance to it, that they were the 
cniy way to acquire it. Thefe fufferings were meri- 
torious ; and by thefe he purchafed his fubjecfts, and 
a right to rule them. 

The occafion of thefe words was this : the unbe- 
licvi2:g Jews were determined to put Jefus to death 
as an impoflor. The true feafon of their oppofitiofi 
to him was, that he had feverely cxpofed their hypo- 

crify. 
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crify, claimed the chancer of the MefHah, without 
anfwering their expecflations as a temporal prince and 
a mighty conqueror ; and introduced a new religion, 
which luperfeded the law of Mofes, in which they 
had been educated. But this reafon they knew, would 
have but little weight with Pilate the Roman gover- 
nor, who was an heathen, and had no regard to their 
religion. They therefore bring a charge of another 
kind, which they knew would touch the governor 
very fenfibly, and that was, that Chrift had fet him- 
felf up as the King of the Jews ; which was treafon 
againft Csefar the Roman emperor, under whofe yoke 
they then were. This was all pretence and artifice. 
They would now feem to be very loyal to the emperor, 
and unable to bear with any claims inconiiftent with 
his authority ; whereas, in truth, they were impatient 
of a iprcign government, and were watching for any 
opportunity to (hake it off.' And had Chrift been real- 
ly guilty of the charge they alledged againft him, he 
would have been the more acceptable to them. Had 
he fet himfelf up as King of the Jews, in oppofition 
to Caefar, and employed his miraculous powers to 
make good his claim, the whole nation would have 
welcomed him as their deliverer, and flocked round 
his ftandard. But Jefus came not to work a deliver- 
ance of this kind, nor to ereft fuch a kingdom as they 
dcfired, and therefore they rcjefted him as an impoftor. 
This charge, however, they bring againft him, in 
order to carry their point with the heathen governor. 
They knew he was zealous for the honour and intereft 
of Caefar his mafter ; and Tiberius, the then Roman 
emperor, was fo jealous a prince, and kept fo many 
fpies over his governors in all the provinces, that they 
were obliged to be very circumfpedl, and fhew the 
ftriftefi: regard for his rights, in order to efcape de- 
gradation, or a feverer puniftiment. It was this that 
determined Pilate, in the ftruggle with his confcience, 
to condemn the innocent Jefus. He was afraid the 
Jews would inform againft him, as difmiffingone that 
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fet up as the rival of Caefar ; and the confequence of 
this he well knew. The Jews were fenfible of this, 
and therefore they infift upon this charge, and at 
length plainly tell him. If thou let this man gOj thou 
crt not Cafar^s friend, Pilate therefore, who cared but 
little what innovations Chrift ittiould introduce into the 
Jewifti religion, thought proper to inquire into this 
matter, and aflcs him, " Art thou the King of the 
Jews ?" doft thou indeed claim fuch a charadler, which 
may interfere with Csefar's government ? Jcfus re- 
plies. My kingdom is not of this world-, as much as to 
lay, " I do not deny that I claim a kingdom, but it 
is of fuch a nature, that it need give no alarm to the 
kings of the earth. Their kingdoms are of this 
world, but mine is fpiritual and divine,* and therefore 
cannot interfere with theirs. If my kingdom were of 
this world, like theirs, I would take the fame methods 
with them to obtain and fecure it •, my fervants would 
fight for me, that I fliould not be delivered to the 
Jews ; but now, you fee, I ufe no fuch means for my 
defence, or to raife me to my kingdom: and therefore 
you may be aflured, my kingdom is not from hence, 
and can give the Roman emperor no umbrage for fuf- 
picion or uneafinefs." Pilate anfwers to this purpofe : 
Thou doft, however, fpeak of a kingdom ; and art 
thou a king then ? doft thou in any fenfe claim that cha- 
rafter? The poor prifoner boldly replies, thou fayefi 
that I am a king\ that is, " Thou haft ftruck upon the 
truth: I am indeed a king in a certain fenfe, and nor 
thing ihall conftrain me to renounce the title." to this 
end was 1 born^ and for this caufe came I intg the worlds 
that I Jhould bear witnefs to the truth-, " particularly 
to this truth, which now looks fo unlikely, namely, 

that 

* Domitian, the Roman emperor, being apprehcnfijf thatChrift's 
earthly relations might claim a kingdom in his righc^ inquired of 
them concerning the nature of his kingdom, and when and where it 
ihould be fet up. They replied, " It was not earthly, but heavenly 
and angelical, and to be fet up at the end of the world." — *Ou 
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that I am really a king. I was born to a kingdom and 
a crown, and came into the world to take poiTeilion of 
my right." This is that great confeffion which St. 
Paul tells us, 2 Tim. vi. 13. our Lord witneflcd be- 
fore Pontius Pilate. Neither the hopes of deliverance, 
nor the terrors of death, could caufe him to retraft it, 
or renounce his claim. 

In profecuting this fubjedl I intend only to inquire 
into the nature and properties of the kingdom of 
Chrift. And in order to render my difcourfe the more 
familiar, and to adapt it to the prefent ftate of our 
country, I (hall confider this kingdom in contraft with 
the kingdoms of the earth, with which we are better 
acquainted. 

The fcriptures reprefent the Lord Jefus under a 
great variety of charaders, which, though infufficient 
fully to reprefent Wm, yet in conjunftion affift us to 
form fuch exalted ideas of this great perfonage, as 
mortals can reach. He is a Surety, that undertook 
and paid the dreadful debt of obedience and fufFcring, 
which jfinners owed to the divine juftice and law : He 
is a Prieft, a great High Prieft, that once offered him- 
felf as a facr5fice for fin •, and now dwells in his native 
heaven, at his Father's right hand, as the advocate 
and interceffor of his people : He is a Prophet, who 
teaches his church in all ages by his word and fpirit : 
He is the fupreme and univerfal Judge, to whom men 
and angels are accountable; and his name is Jefus, a 
Saviour, becaufe he faves his people from their fins. 
Under thefe auguft and endearing charafters he is of- 
ten reprefented. But there is one charadler under 
which he is uniformly reprefented, both in the Old and 
New Teftament, and that is, that of a King, a great 
King, invefted with univerfal authority. And upon 
his appearance in the flefti, all nature, and efpecially 
the gofpel-church, is reprefented as placed under him, 
as his kingdom. Under this idea the Jews were 
taught by their prophets to look for him ; and it was 
their underftandmg thefe prediftions of fome iUuftri- 
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ous king that fhould rife from the houfe of Davids in 
a literal and carnal fenfe, that occafioned their unhappy 
prejudices concerning the Meffiah as a fecular prince 
and conqueror. Under this idea the Lord Jefus re- 
prefented himfelf while upon earth, and under this 
idea he was publilhed to the world by his apoftles. 
The greateft kings of the Jewifh nation, particularly 
David and Solomon, were types of him ; and many 
things are primarily applied to them, which have their 
complete and final accomplifhment in him alone. It 
is to him ultimately we are to apply the fecond pialm : 
/ have Jet my king^ fays Jehovah, upon tny holy bill of 
Zion. AJk of mey and I will give thee the heathen for 
thy inheritance^ and the uttnoft parts of the earth for thy 
pojfejjion. Pfalm ii. 6, 8. If we read the feventy- 
^econd pfalm we fhall eafily perceive that one grieater 
than Solomon is there. In his days fball the righteous 
Jlourijh'y and abundance of peace fo long as the moon en- 
dur£tb. All kings fhall fall down before him ; all nations 
fhall ferve him. His name fhall continue for ever 5 his 
name Jh all endure as long as the fun: and men fhall be 
bleffed in him ; a7td all nations fhall call him bleffed. 
Pf^lm Ixxii. 7, II, 17. The hundred and tenth pfalm 
is throughout a celebration of the kingly and prieftly 
office of Chrift united. The Lord^ fays David, faid 
unto my Lord^ unto that divine perfon who is my Lord, 
and will alfo be my Son, Jit thou at my right handy \n 
the higheft honour and authority, until I make thine 
enemies thy footJiooL — Rule thou in the midft of thine 
enemies. Thy people fhall be willing in the day of thy 
power y and fubmit to thee in crowds as numerous as 
the drops of morning dew. Pfalm ex. i — 3. The 
evangelical prophet Ifiiah is often tranfported with the 
forefight of this illuftrious King, and the glorious 
kingdom of his grace : Unto us a child is borny unto 
us a fon is given \ and the government fhall be upon his 
fhoulder\ and h^ fhall be called — the Prince of Peace. 
Of the increaje oj his government and peace there Jhall 
be no endy upon the throne of David and upon his king^ 
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4om^ to order and to efiahlijh it with judgment and witb 
Juftice^ from henceforth even for ever. Ifa. ix. 6, 7. 
This is he who is defcribed as anotliei- David in Eze- 
iciePs prophecy, Thus faith the Lord, I will take the 
children of Ifraelfrom among the heathen. And 1 will 
make them one nation-^'^nd one kingfhull be king to them 
all — even David my fervant fhall be king over them. 
Ezek. xxxvii. 21, 22, 24* This is the kingdom re- 
prefented to Nebuchadnezzar in his dredm, as aJioHe 
cut out without hands J which became a great mountain^ 
and filled the whole earth}. And Daniel, ih expound- 
ing the dream, having defcribed the Babylonian, the 
Perfian, the Grecian, and Roman empires, fubjoins# 
In the days of thefe kings^ that is, of the Roman em-t 
perors, ft>all the God of heaven fet up a kingdom^ which 
fhall never be defiroyed: and the kingdom fhall not^ like 
the former, be left to other people ; but it fhall break in 
pieces and confume all thefe kingdoms^ and it fhall jiand for 
ever. Dan. ii. 34, 35, 44. • There is no charadler 
which our Lord fo often aflumed in the days of his 
jBefli as that of the Son of Man ; and he no doubt 
alludes to a majeftic vifion in Daniel, the oAly plac^ 
where this charafter is given him in the Old Tefta- 
nient: Ifaw in the night viftons^ fays Daniel, and be- 
holdy one like the Son of Man came to the Ancient of Days ^ 
and there was given to him dominion^ and glory ^ and it 
kingdom^ that all people^ nations^ arid languages^ /houU 
ferve him: his dominion is an everlafiing dominion^ which 
fhall not pafs away^ and his kingdom that which fhalt 
not be dejiroyedj Dan. vii. 13, 14. like the tottering 
kingdoms of the earth, which are perpetually rifing 
and falling. This is the king that Zechariah refers 
to when, in profpeft of his triumphant entrance into 
Jerufalem, he calls the inhabitants to give a proper 
reception to fo great a Prince. Rejoice greatly, O doughs 
ter of Zion ; Jbouty O daughter of Jert^lem : behold th^ 
King coming unto thee, &c. Zech. ix. 9. Thus the 
prophets confpire to afcribe royal titles and a glorious 
kingdom to the Mefli^h. And thefe early and plain 
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notices of him raifed a general cxpeftation of him un- 
der this royal charafter. It was from thefe prophecies 
concerning him as a king, that the Jews took occafion^ 
as I obferved, to look for the Mcffiah as a temporal 
prince; and it was a long time before the apoftles 
themfclves were delivered from thefe carnal prejudices. 
They were folicitous about p)ofts of honour in that 
temporal kingdom which they expefted he would fet 
up : and even after his refurreftion they cannot for- 
bear afking him, ^otd^ wilt thou at this time reftore 
again the kingdom to IJrael? Afts i. 6. that is, *' Wilt 
thou now reftore the Jews to their former liberty and 
independency, and deliver them from their prcfcnt 
fubjeftion to the Romans ?" It was under this view 
that Herod was alarmed at his birth, and ftied the 
blood of (o many innocents, that he might not cfcape. 
He was afraid of him as the heir of David's family 
and crown, who might difpoflefs him of the govern- 
ment ; nay, he was expefted by other nations under 
the charafter of a mighty king; and they no doubt 
learned this notion of him from the Jewifh prophe- 
cies, as weH as their converfation with that peoplcr 
Hence the Magi, or eaftern wifemen, when they came 
to pay homage to him upon his birth, inquired after 
him in this language, — " Where is he that is born 
King of the Jews?'*^ Matt. ii. 2. And what is ftili 
more remarkable, we are told by two heathen hifto- 
rians, that about the time of his appearance a general 
expedation of him under this charafter prevailed 
through the world. " Many,*' fays Tacitus, " had 
a perfuafion that it was contained in the ancient writ- 
ings of the priefts, that at that very time the eaft 
fhould prevail, and that fome defccndant from Judih 
fhould obtain the univerfal government.'** Suetonius 
fpeaks to the fame purpofc : " An old and conftant 
opinion,'* fays he, *' commonly prevailed through all 

the 
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the eaft, that it was in the fates, that fome ftiould rife 
out of Judea who fhould obtain the government of 
the world."* This royal charafier Chrifk himfelf af- 
fumed, even when he converfed among mortals in the 
humble form oif a fervant. " The Father^ fays he, 
has given me power over all flefl). John xvii, 2. Yea, 
all power in heaven and earth is given tome. Matt, xxviii. 
13. The gofpel-church which he erefted is moft 
commonly called the kingdom of heaven or of God, 
in the evangclifts : and when he was about to intro- 
duce it, this was the proclamation : T'he kingdom of 
heaven is at hand. Under this charafter alfo his fer- 
vants and difciples celebrated and preached him. Ga- 
briel led the fong in foretelling his birth to his mother. 
He Jhall be greats and the Lord Jhall give unto him. the 
throne of his father David \ and he fhall reign over the 
houfe of Jacob for ever: and of his kingdom there fhall 
he no end. Lukei. 32, 33. St. Peter boldly tells the 
murderers of Chrift, God hath made that fame Jefus 
^homyou crucified^ both Lord and Chrifty Adts ii. ^6. 
and exalted him, with his own right hand^ to be a Prince 
and a Saviour. Afts v. 31. And St. Paul repeatedly 
reprefents him as advanced far above principality, and 
;power, and. might, and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this world, but alfo in that which is 
to come : and that God hath put all things under his feet, 
and given him to be bead over all things to his church. 
Eph. i. 11, 22, Phil. ii. 9—1 1. Yea, to him all the 
hofts of heaven, and even the whole creation in con- 
cert, afcribe power andfirength, and honour and glory. 
Rev. V. 1 2. Pilate the heathen was over-ruled to give 
a kind of accidentel teftimony to this truth, and to 
publilh it to different nations, by the infcription upo% 
the crofs in the three languages then moft in ufe, the 

Latin, 

* Percrebnerat orientc toto vetus k conftans opinio, cflc in fatis, 
lit eo tempore Judea profcfti rerum potirentur. Suet, in Vefp. c. 4. 

The famenefs of the cxpedtation is remarkably evident, Irom the 
famenefsof the words in which thefe two hillorians exprefs it. Juded 
frofeSi rerum potirentur. It was not only a common expc6latioB, 
but it was commonly cxpreiTed in the fame language. 
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Latin, Greek, and Hebrew : This is Jefus of Nazareth j 
the King of the Jews j and all the rcmoriftrances of the 
Jews could not prevail upon him to alter it. Finally^ 
jt is he that wears upon bis vefture, and upon bis thigh^ 
this name written^ King of kings, and Lord of lordsj 
Rev. xix. 1 6. and as his name is, fo is he. 

Thus you fee, my brethren, by thefe inftances, fc- 
lefted out of many, that the kingly charafter ^nd do- 
minion of our Lord Jefus runs through the whole 
Bible. That of a king is his favourite charafter in 
-which he glories, and which is the moft expreffive of 
his office. And this confideration alone may convince 
you that this charadler is of the greateft importance, ' 
and worthy of your moft attentive regard. 

' It is the mediatorial kingdom of Chrift that is here 
intended, not that which as God he exercifes over all 
the works of his hands : it is that kingdom which i$ 
an empire of grace, an adminiftration of mercy over 
our guilty world. It is the difpenfation intended for 
the (alvation of fallen finners of our race by the gofpel ; 
and on this account the gofpel is often called the king- 
dom of heaven ; becaufe its happy confequences are 
not confined to this earth, but appear in heaven in the 
higheft perfeftion, and laft through all eternity. 
Hence, not only the church of Chrift on earth, and 
the difpenfation of the go^el, but all the faints in 
heaven, and that more finifhed oeconomy under which 
they are placed, are all included in the kingdom of 
Chrift. Here his kingdom is in its infancy, but in 
heaven is arrived to perfedtion-, but it is fubftantially 
the fame. Though the immediate defign of this king- 
doni is the falvation of believers of the guilty race of 
fnan, and fuch are its fubjefts in a peculiar fenfe; 
yet it extends to all worlds, to heaven, and earth, and 
hell. The whole univerfe is put under a mediatorial 
head ; but then, a$ the apoftle obferves, he is made 
head ovent all things to his church, Eph. i. 22. that is, 
for the benefit and falvation of his church. As Me- 
(jiator he is carrying on a glorious fcheme for the re- 
" " ^ cpvety 
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covery of man, and all parts of the univcrfe are in- 
tcrefted or concern themfelves in this grand event ; 
and therefore they are all fubje&ed to him, that he may 
fo manage them as to promote this end, and baffle and 
overwhelm all oppofition. The eledl angels rejoice 
in fo benevolent a defign for peopling their manilons, 
left vacant by the fall of fo many of their fellow-angels, 
with colonies tranfplanted from our world, from a race 
of creatures that they had given up for loft. And 
therefore Chrift, as a Mediator, is made the head of 
all the heavenly armies, and he employs them as his 
miniftering fpirUs^ to minifter to them that are heirs of 
falvation. Heb. i. 14. Thefe glorious creatures are 
always on the wing ready to difcharge his orders in 
any part of his vaft empire, and deh'ght to be employ- 
ed in the fervices of his mediatorial kingdom. This 
is alfo an event in which the fallen angels deeply in- 
tereft themfelves -, they have united all their force and 
art for near fix thoufand years to difturb and fubvert 
his kingdom, and blaft the defigns of redeeming love ; 
they therefore are all fubjecfted to the controul of 
Chrift, and he ftiortens and lengthens their chains as 
he pleafes, and they cannot go an hair*s breadth be- 
yond his permiffion. The fcriptures reprefent our 
world in its ftate of guilt and misery as the kingdom 
of Satan j finners, while flaves to fin, are his fubjefts j 
and every aft of difobedience agalnft God is an aft of 
homage to this infernal prince. Hence Satan is called 
the God of this worlds 2 Cor. iv. 4. the prince of this 
worlds John xii. 31. the power of darknefs^ Lukexxii. 
53. the prince of the power of the air, the Spirit that 
now worketh in the children of difohedience. Eph. ii. 3. 
And finners are faid to be taken captive by him at hijL 
will. 2. Tim. ii. 26. Hence alfo the minifters or 
Chrift, who are employed to recover finners to a ftate 
of holinefs and happinefs, are reprefented as foldiers 
armed for war ; not indeed with carnal weapons, but 
with thofe which are fpiritual, plain truth arguments, 
jand niiracles 5 and thefe are made mighty through God to 

the 
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the pulling down of Jirong holds ^ cajiing down imagina- 
tions^ and every high thing that exalteth it/elf againji 
the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Chrift. 2 Cor. x. 3, 4, 5. 
And chriftians in general are reprefented as wrejiling^ 
no^ withfiejb and bloody but againfi principalities^ agai^ 
powers J againft the rulers of the darknefs of this worlds 
againji fpiritual wickednejjes in high places. Eph. vi. 12. 
Hence alfo in particular it is that the death of Chrift 
is reprefented not as a defeat, but as an illuftrious con- 
queft gained over the powers of hell ; becaufe, by this 
means a way was opened for the deliverance of finncrs 
from under their power, and reftoring them into li- 
berty and the favour of God. By that ftrange con- 
temptible weapon, the crofs, and by the glorious re- 
furreftion of Jefus, h.Q Jpoiled principalities and powers^ 
and made a Jbew of them openly^ triumphing over them. 
Col. ii. 15. Through deaths fays the apoftle, he de- 
Jiroyed him that had the power of death ; that isj the 
devil Heb. ii. 14. Had not Chrift by his death of- 
fered a propitiatory facrifice for the fins of men, they 
would have continued for ever under the tyranny of 
Satan ; but he has purchafed liberty, life, and faJvai- 
tion for them ; and thus he hath deftroyed the king- 
dom of darknefs, and tranflated multitudes from it 
into his own gracious and glorious kingdom. 

Hence, upon the right of redemption, his media* 
torial authority extends to the infernal regions, and h€ 
controulsand rcflrains thofe malignant, mighty, and 
turbulent potentates, according to his pleafure. Far* 
ther, the inanimate world is conne6ted with our Lord's 
defign to fave finners, and therefore is fubjedled to 
him as Mediator. He caufes the fun to rife, the rain 
to fall, and the earth to yield her increafe, to furnilli 
provifion for the fubjedls of his grace, and to raife, 
fupport and accommodate heirs for his heavenly king- 
dom. As for the fons of men, who are more imme- 
diately concerned in this kingdom, and for whofe fake 
it was ereded, they are all its fubjefts ^ but then they 

are 
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are of different forts, according to their charaders. 
Multitudes are rebels againft his government -, that is^ 
they do not voluntarily fubmit to his authority, nop 
chufe they to do his fervice: they will not obey his 
laws. But they are his fubjefts notwithftanding ; that 
is, he rules and manages them as he pleafes, whether 
they will or not. This power is neceflary to carry on 
fuccefsfully his gracious defign towards his people; 
for unlefs he had the management of his enemies, they 
might bafHc his undertaking, and fuccefsfully counter- 
aft the purpofes of his love. The kings of the earth, 
as well as vulgar rebels of a private charafter, have 
often fet themfelves againft his kingdom, and fome- 
times they have flattered themfelves they had entirely 
demoliftied it.* But Jefus reigns abfolute and fupreme 
over the kings of the earth, and over-rules and con- 
trouls them as he thinks proper ; and he difpofes all 
the revolutions, the rifes and falls of kingdoms and 
empires, fo as to be fubfervient to the great defigns of 
his mediation ; and their united policies and powers 
cannot fruftrate the work which he has undertaken. 
But befides thefe rebellious involuntary fubjecfts, he 
has (bleffed be his name !) gained the confent of thou- 
fands, and they have become his willing fubjefts by 
their own choice. They regard his authority, they 
love his government, they make it their ftudy to pleafe 
him, and to do his will. Over thefe he exercifes a 
government of fpecial grace here, and he will make 
them the happy fubjefts of the kingdom of his glory 
hereafter. And it is his^ government over thefe that 
I intend more particularly to confider. Once more, 
the kingdom of Jefus is not confined to this world, 
but all the millions of mankind in the invifible worlc? 
are under his dominion, and will continue fo to ever- 
Jafting ages. He is the Lord of the dead and the living j 
Rom. xiv. 9. and has the keys of Hades, the vaft in- 
vifible 

* In the loth and lafl Roman perfccution^ Dioclefianhzd a medal 
ftru£t with this infcription, " The chriftian name demoliflbed, and 
the worfbip of the gods reftorcd.'* 
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vifible world (including heaven as well as hcH) and or 
death. Rev. i. i8. It is he that turns the key, and 
opens the door of death for mortals to pafs from world 
to world : it is he that opens the gates of heaven, and 
welcomes and admits the nations that keep the cofil> 
mandments of God : and it is he that opens the priibfi 
of hell^ and locks it faft upon the prifoners of divine 
juftice. He will for ever exercife authority over thfc 
vaft regions of the unfeen world, and the unnumbered 
multitudes of fpirits with which they are peopled. 
You hence fee, my brethren, the univerial extent of 
the Redeemer's kingdom •, and in this refpeft how 
much does it differ from all the kingdoms of the 
earth? The kingdoms of Great-Britain, France^ 
China, Perfia, are but little fpots of the globe. Our 
world has indeed been opprefled in former times with 
wJiat mortals call univerfal monarchies ; fuch were the 
Babyloniani the Perfian, the Grecian, and efpecially 
the Roman. But in truth, thefe were fo far from be- 
ing ftricftly univerfal, that a confiderable part of the 
habitable earth was not fo much as known to them^ 
But this is an empire ftriftly univerfal. It extends 
over land and fea ; it reaches beyond the planetary 
worlds, and all the luminaries of heaven -, nay, be- 
yond the throne of the moft exalted archangels, and 
downward to the loweft abyfs in hell. An univerfal 
empire in the hands of a mortal is an huge, unwieldy 
thing ; an heap of confufion ; a burthen to mankind ; 
and it has always rufhed headlong from its glory, and 
fallen to pieces by its own weight. But Jefus is equal 
to the immenfe province of an empire ftriftly univer- 
fal : his hand is able to hold the reins ; and it is the 
blefling of our world to be under his adminiftration. 
He will turn what appears to us fccnes of confufion 
into perfcdt order, and convince all worlds that he has 
not taken one wrong ftep in the whole plan of his in- 
finite government. 

The kingdoms of the world have their laws and 
ordinances, and fo has the kingdom of Chrifl. Look 

into 
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into your Biblesr, and there you will find the laws of 
this kingdom, from its firft foundation immediately 
upon the fall of man. The laws of human govern- 
ments are often defcdive or unrighteous ; but thefe are 
perfeft, holy, juft, and good. Human laws are en- 
forced with fandions ; but the rewards and punifliments 
can only afFeiS: our mortal bodies, and cannot reach 
beyond the prefent life : but the fancftions of thefe di- 
vine laws are eternal, and there never ftiall be an end 
to their execution. Everlafting happinefs and ever- 
lafting mifery, of the moft exquifite kind and the 
higheft degree, are the rewards and punifliments which 
the immortal King diftributes among his immortal 
fubjecfts ; and they become his charafter, and are adapt- 
ed to their nature. 

Human laws extend only to outward a(5lions, but 
thefe laws reach the heart, and the principle of adion 
within. Not a fecret thought, not a motion ot the 
foul, is exempted from them. If the fubjeds of earth- 
ly kings obferve a decorum in their outward conduft, 
and give no vifible evidence of difloyalty, they are 
treated as good fubjeds, though they fliould be ene- 
mies in their hearts. *' But Jefus is the Lord of 
fouls ;" Me makes his fubje<fts bow their hearts as well 
as the knee to him. He fweetly commands their 
thoughts and aiFcftions as well as their external prac- 
tice, and makes himfelf inwardly beloved as well as 
outwardly obeyed. His fubjefts are fuch on whom he 
may depend; they are all ready to lay down their 
lives for him. Love, cordial, unfeigned, ardent love, 
is the principle of all their obedience •, and hence it is 
that his commandments are not grievous, but delight- 
ful to them. 

Other kings have their minifters and officers of 
ftate. In like manner Jefus employs the armies of 
heaven as miniflering fpirits in his mediatorial king- 
dom : befides thefe he has minifters, of an humbler 
form, who negociate more immediately in his name 
with mankind. Thefe are intrufted with the miniftry 

Oo of 
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of reconciliation, to befeech men, in his ftead, to be 
reconciled to God. Thefe are appointed to preach 
his word, to adminifter his ordinances, and to manage 
the affairs of his kingdom. This view gives a pecu- 
har dignity and importance to this office. Thefe 
fhould be adorned, not like the minifters of earthly 
courts, with the trappings of gold and filver, but with 
the beauties of holinefs, the ornament of a meek and 
quiet, zealous and faithful fpirit, and a life becoming 
the gofpel of Chrift. 

Other kings have their foldiers : fo all the legions 
of the eleft angels, the armies of heaven, are the fol- 
diers of Jefus Chrift, and under his command. This 
he aflerted when he was in fuch dcfencelefs circum- 
ftances, that he feemed to be abandoned by heaven 
and earth. " I could pray to my Father, fays he, and 
he would fend me more than twelve legions of angels. 
Matt. xxvi. 5^. I cannot forbear reading to you one 
of the moft majeftic defcriptions of this all-conquer- 
ing hero and his army, which the language of mor- 
tality is capable of Rev. xix. ii. i6. I faw heaven 
open^ fays St. John, and behold a white horfe^ an em- 
blem of victory and triumph, and he that fat upon him 
was called Faithful and True. How different a cha- 
tafter from that of mortal conquerors ! " And in 
righteoufnefs he doth judge and make war." War is 
generally a fcene of injufticc and lawlefs violence ; and 
thofe plagues of mankind we call heroes and warriors, 
ufe their arms to gratify their own avarice or ambi- 
tion, and make encroachments upon others. Jefus, 
the Prince of Peace, makes war too, but it is in righ- 
teoufnefe j it is in the caufe of righteoufnefs he takes 
up arms. The divine defcription proceeds : His eyes 
were as a flame of fire \ and on his head were many 
crowns^ emblems of his manifold authority over the 
various kingdoms of the world, and the various re- 
gions of the univerfe. And he was clothed with a vef- 
ture dipt in bloody m the blood of his enemies ; and 
his name was called^ The Word of God: and the armies 

which 
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which were in heaven^ followed him upon white horfes^ 
clothed in fine linen^ white and clean : the whiteft inno- 
cence and purity, and the beauties of holinefs are, as 
it were, the uniform, the regimentals of thefe celef- 
tial armies^ And out of his mouth goeth ajharp fword^ 
that with it he jhould fnUte the nations: and he fhallrule 
them with a rod of iron ; and he treadeth the wineprefs 
of the fiercenefs and wrath of Almighty God-, and he 
hath on his vefiure and on his. thigh a name written^ 
King of kings, and Lord of lords. I« what manner 
the war is. carried on between the armies of heaven 
and the powers of hell, we know «ot j but that there 
is really fomething of this kind, we may infer from 
Rev, xii. 7, 9. TJber£ was war in heaven: Michael 
and his angels fought againfi the dragon j and the dra-, 
gon fought jind his angels, and prevailed not, neither was 
there place found any more in heaven. And the great 
dragon was cafi out, that old ferpant called the Devil 
and Satan. 

Thus you fee all the hoft of heaven are volunteers 
under the Captain of our falvation. Nay, he mar- 
ihals the ftars, and calls them by their names, ^he 
fiars in their courfes, fays the fublime Deborah, fought 
againft Sifera, the enemy of God's people. Judges v. 
20. Every part of the creation ferves under him, 
and he can commiflion a gnat, or a fly, or the meaneft 
infed, to be the executioner of his enemies. Fire 
and water, hurricanes and earthquakes j earthquakes 
which have fo lately fhattered fo great a part of our 
globe, now tottering with age, and ready to fall to 
pieces, and bury the guilty inhabitants in its ruins, 
all thefe fight under him, and confpir^ to avenge his 
quarrel with the guilty fons of men. The fubjefts 
of his grace in particular are all fo many foldiers ; 
their life is a conftant warfare; and they are incefTant- 
ly engaged in hard cponfliA with temptations from 
without, and the infurreftions of fin from within. 
Sometimes, alas! they fall; but their General lifts 
them up again, and infpires them with ftrength to 

renety 
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renew the fight. They fight moft fuccefsfuUy upon 
their knees.. This is the moft advantageous pofture 
for the foldicrs of Jefus Chrift ; for prayer brings 
down recruits from heaven in the hour of difficulty. 
They arc indeed but poor weaklings and invalids \ 
and yet they overcome, through the blood of the 
Lamb; and he makes them conquerors, yea more 
than conquerors. It is the military charafter of chrif- 
tians that gives the apoftle occafion to addrefs them 
in the military ftile, like a genei-al at the head of his 
army. Eph. vi. 10—18. Be Jtrong in the Lord^ and 
in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of 
Gody that ye may be able to ft and againft the wiles of the 
devil. Stand therefore^ having your loins girt about with 
truthy and having on the breaftplate of rigbteoufnefs^ and 
your feet fhod with the preparation isf the gofpel of peace:, 
above ally taking the fhield of faiths wherewith ye fhdll 
he able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And 
take the helmet of falvation^ and the fword of the fpirity 
which is the word of Gody praying always with all prayer 
and fupplication. The minifters of the gofpel in parti- 
cular, and efpecially the apoftles, are foldiers, or officers, 
\n this fpiritual army. Hence St. Paul fpeaks of his 
office, in the military ftile; / havCy fays he, fought 
the good fight. 2 Tim. iv. 7. We wary fays he, though 
it be not after thefiefh. The humble doftrines of the 
crofs are our weapons, and thefe are mighty through 
God, to demolifh the ftrong holds of the prince of dark- 
nefsy and to bring every thought into a joyful captivity 
to the obedience of faith. 2 Cor. x. 3 — 5. Fight the 
good fight y fays he to Timothy, i Tim. vi. 12. And 
again, thou therefore endure hcrdnefsy as a good foldier 
of Jefus Chrift. 2 Tim. ii. 3. The great defign of. 
the gofpel-miniftry is to refcue enflaved fouls from the 
tyranny of fin and Satan, and to recover them into a 
ftate of liberty and loyalty to Jefus Chrift, or, in the 
words of the apoftle, to turn them from darknefs to 
Mghty and from the power of Satan unto God. Ads xxvi. 
J 8. Mortals indeed are verv unequal for the con- 

flift; 
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fli<ft ; but their fuccefs more confpicuoufly fhews that 
the excellency of the power is of God : and many have 
they fubdued, through his ftrength, to the obedience 
of faith, and made the willing captives of the crofs 
of our divine Immanuel. Other kingdoms are often 
founded in blood, and many lives are loft on both fides 
in acquiring them. The kingdom of Chrift, too, was 
founded in blood •, but it was the blood of his own 
heart ; life was loft in the conflidl ; but it was his own ; 
his own life loft, to purchafe life for his people. 
Others have waded to empire through the blood of 
mankind, and even of their own fubjefts, but Chrift 
flied only his own blood to fpare that of his foldiers. 
The general devotes his life as a facrifice to favc his 
army. The Fabii and Decii of Rome, who devoted 
themfelves for their country, were but faint ftiadows 
of this divine bravery. O ! the generous patriotifm, 
the ardent love of the Captain of our falvation ! How 
amiable does his characfter appear, in contraft with 
that of the kings of the earth ! They often facrifice 
the lives of their fubjefts, while they keep themfelves 
out of danger, or perhaps are rioting at cafe in the 
pleafures and luxuries of a court ; but Jefus engaged 
in the conflidt with death and hell alone. He ftood 
a firigle champion in a field of blood. He conquered 
for his people by falling himfelf : he fubdued his and 
their enemies by refigning himfelf to their pov/er. 
Worthy is fuch a general to be Commander in Chief 
of the hofts of God, and to lead the armies of heaven 
and earth ! Indeed much blood has been fhed in 
carrying on this kingdom. The earth has been foak- 
ed with the blood of the faints ; and millions have re- 
fifted even unto blood, ftriving againft fin, and nobly 
kid down their lives for the fake of Chrift and a good 
confcience. Rome has been remarkably the feat of 
perfecution •, both formerly under the Heathen Em- 
perors, and in latter times, under a fucceflion of Popes, 
ftill more bloody and tyrannical. There were no lefs 
than ten general pcrfccutions under the Heathen Em- 
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perors, through the vaft Roman empire, in a little 
more than two huiKired years, which followed one 
another in a dole fucceflion \ in which innumerable 
multitudes of chriftians loft their lives by an endlefs 
variety of tortures. And fince the church of Rome 
has ufurped her authority, the blood of the faints has 
hardly ever ceafed running in fome country or other ; 
though, blefled be God, many kingdoms fhookofFthc 
yoke at the ever-memorable period of the Reforma- 
tion, above two hundred years ago ; which has great- 
ly weakened that perfecutrng power. This is that 
myftical Babylon which was reprefented to St. John 
as drunken with the blood of the faints^ and with the 
blood of the martyrs of Jefus. Rev. xvii. 6. In her 
was found the blood of the prophets, and of the faints, 
and of all that were flain upon the earth, ch. xviii. 24. 
And thefe fcenes of blood are ftill perpetrated in 
France, that plague of Europe, that has of late ftrctch- 
ed her murderous arm acrofs the wide ocean to difturb 
us in thefe regions of peace. There the Proteftants 
are ftill plundered, chained to the gallies, broken alive 
upon the torturing wheel, denied the poor favour of 
abandoning their country and their all, and flying nak- 
ed to beg their bread in other nations. Thus the 
harmlefs fubjefts of the Prince of Peace have ever 
been flaughtered from age to age, and yet they arc 
reprefented as triumphant conquerors. Hear a poor 
perfecuted Paul on this head : In tribulation^ in dijlrefsj 
in perfecution^ in nakedncfsy in peril and fword^ we are 
conquerors^ wenre more than conquerors^ through him that 
loved us. Rom. viii. 36, 37. U'hanks be to God who al- 
ways caufeth us to triumph in Chrift. 2 Cor. ii. 14. fVhat" 
foeveris born ofGod^ fays the Evangelift, overcometb the 
world. I John v. 4. Whence came that glorious army 
which we fo often fee in the Revelation ? We are 
told, they came out of great tribulation, ch. vii. 14. And 
they overcame by the blood of the Lamb^ and by the word 
of their tejiimony -, end they loved not their lives unto the 
death, ch. xii. 11. They that fuffercd tortures and 
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deadi under the bcaft, are faid to have gotten the viSory 
over him. ch. xv. 2. Viftory and triumph found ftrange 
when thus afcribed; — but the gofpel helps us to un- 
derftand this myftery. By thefe fufFerings they ob- 
tained the illuftrious crown of martyrdom, and pecu- 
liar degrees of glory and happinefs through an endlefs 
duration. Their death was but a ftiort tranlition from 
the loweft and hiore remote regions of their Redeem- 
er's kingdom into his immediate prefence and glorious 
court in heaven. A temporal death is rewarded with 
an immortal life -, and their light qffliSlions^ which were 
but for a moment^ wrought out for them afar more ex- 
needing and eternal weight of glory. 2 Cor. iv. 17. Even 
in the agonies of torture their fouls were often filled 
with fuch delightful fenfations of the love of God, as 
fwallowed up the fenfations of bodily pain ; and a bed 
of flames was fweeter to them than a bed of rofes. 
Their fouls were beyond the reach of all the inftru- 
ments of torment; and as to their bodies they fhall 
yet have a glorious refurredlion to a blefled immorta- 
lity. And now I leave you to judge, whether they 
or their enemies got the vidlory i« this conflidl ; and 
which had moft caufe to triumph. Like their Matter, 
they rofe by falling-, they triumphed over their ene- 
mies by fubmitting, like lambs, to their power. If 
the foldiers of other generals die in the field, it is not 
in the power of their commanders to reward them. 
But the foldiers of Jefus Chrift, by dying, are, as it 
were, carried in triumph from the field of blood into 
the prefence of their Matter, to receive his approba- 
tion, and a glorious crown. Death puts them into a 
capacity of receiving and enjoying greater rewards 
than they arc capable of in the prefent ttate. And 
thus it appears, that his foldiers always win the day ; 
or, as the apottle exprefles it, he caufes them always to 
triumph 'y an4 not one of them has ever been or ever 
fliall be defeated, however weak and helplefs in him-." 
felf, and however terrible the power of his enemies. 
— And O ! when all thefe warriors meet at length 
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from every corner of the earth, and, as it were, pafe 
in review before their GeneraJ in the fields of heaven, 
with their robes waflied in his blood, with palms of 
vidtory in their hands, and crowns of glory on their 
heads, all drefled in uniform with garments of falva- 
tion, what a glorious army will they make ! and how 
will they caufe heaven to ring with ftiouts of joy and 
triumph ! 

The founders of earthly kingdoms are famous for 
their heroic adlions. They have braved the dangers 
of fea and land, routed powerful armies, and fubjcft- 
ed nations to their will. They have ihed rivers of 
blood, laid cities in ruins, and countries in defolation. 
Thefe are the exploits which have rendered the Alex- 
anders, the Csefars, and other conquerors of this 
world, famous through all nations and ages. Jefus 
had his exploits too,; but they were all of the graci- 
ous and beneficent kind. His conquefts were fo many 
deliverances, and his viftories fajvations. He ful>- 
dued, in order to fet free ; and made captives to de- 
liver them from flavery. He conquered the legions 
of hell, that feemed let loofe at that time, that he 
might have opportunity of difplaying his power over 
them, and that mankind might be fenfible how much 
they needed a deliverer from their tyranny. — He 
triumphed over the temptations of Satan in the wil- 
dernefs, by a quotation from his own word. He ref- 
cued wretched creatures from his power by an almigh- 
ty command. He conquered the moft Inveterate and 
ftubborn difeafes, and reftored health" and vigour with 
a word of his mouth. He vanquifhed ftubborn fouls 
with the power of his love, and made them his willing 
people. He triumphed over death, the king of ter- 
rors, and delivered Lazarus from the prifon of the 
grave, as an earneft and firft-fruits of a general refur- 
reftion. Nay, by his own inherent poyers he broke 
tJie bonds of death, and forced his way to his native 
heaven. He cieftroyed him that had the power of 
death, /. e. the devil, by his own death, and laid the 
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foundation in his own blood for deftroying his ufurped 
kingdom, and forming a glorious kingdom of willing 
fubjecfts redeemed from his tyranny. 

The death of fome great conquerors, particularly 
of Julius Caefar, is faid to be prognofticated or at- 
tended with prodigies : but none equal to thofe which 
folemnized the death of Jcfus. The earth trembled, 
the rocks were biirft to pieces, the vail of the temple 
was rent, the heavehs were clothed in mourning, and 
the dead ftarted into life. And no wonder, when the 
Lord of nature was expiring upon a crofs* He fub- 
dued and calmed the ftormy wind, and the boifferous 
waves of the fea. In fhort, he fhewed an abfolute 
fovereignty over univerfal nature,, and managed the 
moft unruly elements with a fingle word. Other con- 
querors have gone from country to country, carrying 
defolation along with them ; Jefus went about doing 
good. His miraculous powers were but powers of 
miraculous mercy and beneficence. He could eafily 
have advanced himfelf to a temporal kingdom, and 
routed all the forces of the earth ; but he had no am- 
bition of this kind. He that raifed Lazarus from the 
grave could eafily reftore his fddiers to vigour and 
■life, after they had been wounded or killed. He that 
fed five thoufand with five loaves and two fifties, could 
have fupported bis army with plenty of provifion in 
the greatefl: fcarcity. He that walked upon the boif- 
terous ocean, and enabled Peter to do the fame, could 
eafily have tranfported his fiDrces from country to 
country, without the conveyance of fliips. Nay, he 
was capable by his own fingle power to have gained 
univerfal conqueft. What could all the armies of the 
earth have done againfl: him, who ftruck an armed 
company down to the earth with only a word of his 
mouth ? But thefe were not the vidories he aflFefted : 
Viftories of grace, deliverances for the oppreflfed, fal- 
vation for the lofl:-, thefe were his heroic aftions. He 
glories in his being mighty to fave. Ifaiah Ixiii. i. 
When his warm difciplcs made a motion that he ftiould 
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employ his miraculous powers to punifli the Samaritans 
who ungratefully refufed him entertainment, he re- 
buked them, and anfwered like the Prince of Peace^ 
The Son of man is not come to deftroy mens lives ^ but to, 
fave. Luke ix. 56. He came to feek and tofave that 
which was lofi. Luke xix. 10. O how amiable a cha- 
rader this ! How much more lovely the Saviour of 
finners, the Deliverer of fouls, than the enflaver$ and 
deft'royers of mankind-, which is the general charader 
of the renowned heroes of our world ? Who has ever 
performed fuch truly heroic and brave aftions as this 
almighty conqueror ? He has pardoned the moft ag- 
gravated crimes, in a confiftcncy with the honours of 
the divine government : he has delivered an innumer- 
able multitude of immortal fouls from the tyranny of 
fin and the powers of hell, fet the prifoners free, and 
brought them into the liberty of the Son of God ; he 
has peopled heaven with redeemed flaves, and advanced 
them to royal dignity. All his fubjeiis are kings. Rev. 
i. 6. To him that overcometh^ fays he, will I grant to fit 
with me in my throne^ even as I alfo overcame^ and am fet 
down with my father in his throne. Rev. iii. 21. They 
fliall all be adorned with royal robes and crowns of un- 
fading glory. They are advanced to empire over their 
lufts and paffions, and all their enemies. Who ever 
gave fuch encouragement to his foldiers as this. If we 
fuffer with him^ we know we fball alfo reign with him ? 
2 Tim. ii. 12. What mortal general could beftow im- 
mortality and perfeft happinefs upon his favourites ? 
But thefe boundlefe bleflings Jefus has to beftow. In 
human governments merit is often neglefted, and thofe 
who ferve their country bcft are often rewarded with 
degradation. But none have ever ferved the King of 
kings in vain. The leaft good aftion, even the giving 
a cup of water to one of his neceflitous faints, fhall not 
pafs unrewarded in his government. 

Other kings have their arms, their fwords, their 
cannon, and other inftruments of deftrudion ; and with 
thefe they acquire and defend their dominions. Jefus, 
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.our king, has his arms too, but O ! of how different 
a kind ! The force of evidence and conviftion in his 
.<ioArine, attefted with miracles, the energy of his dy- 
ing love, the gentle, and yet efficacious influence of his 
holy fpirit ; mefe are the weapons with which he con- 

Jjuered the world. His gofpel is the great magazine 
rom whence his apoftles, the firft founders of his king- 
dom, drew their arms j and with thcfe they fubdued 
the nations to the obedience of faith. The go/pel, fays 
St. Paul, is the power of God unto falvation. Rom. i. 
1 6. The humble doArines of the crofs became al- 
mighty, and bore down all before them, and after a 
time fubdued the vaft Roman empire which had fub- 
dued the world. The holy fpirit gave edge and force 
to thefe weapons > and, blefled be God, though they 
are quite impotent without his affiftance, yet when he 
concurs they are ftill fuccefsful. Many ftubboxn fin- 
ners have been unable to refift the preaching of Chrift 
crucified : they have found him indeed the power of 
God. And is it not aftonifhing that any one fhould 
be able to ftand it out againfl: his dying love, and con- 
tinue the enemy of his crofs ? /, fays he, if I he lifted 
up from the earthy i. e, if I be fufpended on the crofs, 
will draw all men unto me, John xii. 32. You fee he 
expefted his crofs would be an irrefiftible weapon. 
And O ! blefled Jefus, who can fee thee expiring there 
in agonies of torture and love ; who can fee thy blood 
guftiing in ftreams from every vein, who can hear thee 
there, and not melt into fubmiflion at thy feet ! Is ^ 
there one heart in this aflembly proof againft the energy 
of this bleeding, agonizing, dying love ? Methinks 
fuch a fight mufl: kindle a correfpondent aflvedtion in 
your hearts towards him \ and it is an exploit of wick- 
ednefs, it is the lafl: defperate effbrt of an impenetrable 
heart, to be able to refift. 

Other conquerors march at the head of their troops, 
with all the enfigns of power and grandeur, and their 
forces numerous, inured to war, and well armed : and 
^om fuch appearances and preparations who is there 
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but what expefts viftory ? But fee the dcfpifed Naza- 
rcne, without riches, without arms, without forces^. 
confli(5ling with the united powers of earth and heU; 
or fee a company of poor fiAiermen and a tent^makLcr, 
with no other powers but thofe of doing good, with no 
other arms but thofe of reafon, and the ftrange unpo- 
pular dodrines of a crucified Chrift ! fee the profefled 
followers of a mafter that was hung like a malefa&or 
and a flave, fee thefe men marching out to encounter 
the powers of darknefs, the whole ftrength of the Ro* 
man empire, the lufts, prejudices, and interefts of ail 
nations, and travelling from country to country, with- 
out guards, without n icnds, expofed to infult and con* 
tempt, to the rage of perfecution, to all manner of tor- 
mented deaths which earth or hell could invent : fee 
this little army marching into the wide world, ip thefe 
circumftances, and can you expeA they will have any 
fuccefs ? Does this appear a prpmifing expedition ? 
No; human reafon would forebode they will foon be 
cut in pieces, and the chriftian caufe buried with them. 
But thefe unpromifing champions, with the aid of the 
Holy Spirit, conquered the world, andfprcad the re- 
ligion of the crucified Jefus among all nations. It is 
true they loft their lives in the caufe, like brave foldiers ; 
but the caufe did not die with them. Their blood 
proved the feed of the church. Their caufe is immortal 
and invincible. Let devils in hell, let Heathens, Jews, 
and Mahometans, let Atheifts, Free-thinkers, Papifts, 
and pci*fecutors of every charader, do their worft -, ftili 
this caufe will live in fpite of them. All the enemies 
of Chrift will be obliged to confefs at laft, with Julian 
the apoftate Roman emperor, who exerted all his art 
to aboliih chriftianity ; but, when mortally wounded in 
battle, outrageoufly fprinkled his blood towards heaven, 
and cried out, Ficijii, O GaliUe! *' Thou haft con- 
quered, O Galilean !" Yes, my brethren, Jefus, the 
Prophet of Galilee, will pufh Iiis conquefts from court- 
try to country, until all nations fubmit to him. And, 
.^lefled be his name, his viftcrious arm has reached to 
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us in thefe ends of the earth : here he has fubdued ibm& 
obftinate rebels, and made their reludfcant fouls willingly 
bow in affedionate homage to him. And may I not 
produce fome of you as the trophies of his viftory ? 
Has he not rooted out the enmity of your carnal minds, 
and fweetly conllrained you to the moft aflfeftionate 
obedience ? Thus, bleffed Jefus ! thus go on conquer- 
ing, and to conquer. Qird thy /word upon thy thighj O 
tnoft mighty! and in thy glory and majefty ride profper- 
oufly through our land, and make this country a dutiful 
province of the dominion of thy grace. My brethren, 
fhould we all become his willing TuWeAs, he would no 
longer fuffer the perfidious flaves or France, and their 
favage allies, to chaftife and punifti us for our rebellion 
againft him ; but peace Jhonld again run down like a river ^ ^ 
and righteoufnefs like a mighty ftream. 

The kingdoms of the world have their rife, their 
progrefs, perfeftion, declenfion, and ruin. And in thefe 
things, the kingdom of Chrifk bears fome refemblance 
to them, excepting that it fhall never have an end. 

Its rife was fmall at firft, and it has pafTed through 
many revolutions in various ages. It was firft founded 
in the family of Adam, but in about 1600 years, the 
fpace .between the creation and the flood, it was almoft 
demolifhed by the wickednefs of the world j and at 
length confined to the little family of Noah. After the 
flood, the world foon fell into idolatry, but, that this 
kingdom of Chrift might not be deftroyed quite, it was 
creSed in the family of Abraham ; and among the Jews 
it continued until the coming of Chrift in the flefh. 
This was indeed but the infancy of his kingdom, and 
indeed is feldom called by that name. It is the gofpel 
conftitution that is reprefented as the kingdom of Chrift, 
in a fpecial fenfe. This was but very fmall and unpro- 
mifing at firft. When its Founder was dying upon 
Calvary, and all his followers had forfaken him and 
fled, who would have thought it would ever have come 
^to any thing, ever have recovered ? But it revived with 
him; and, ^hen he furnifhed his apoftles with gifts 
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and graces for their miffion, and fent thenv forth to in- 
creale his kingdom, it made its progrefs through 
the world with amazing rapidity, notwithftanding it 
met with very early and powernil oppofition. The 
Jews fet themfelves againft it, axd raifed perfecutions 
againft its minifters, wherever they went. And prc- 
fcntly the tyrant Nero employed all the power of the 
Roman empire to crufh them. Peter, Paul, and 
thoufands of the chriftians fell a prey to his rage, like 
Iheep for the flaughter. This perfecution was conti- 
nued under his fucceflbrs, with but little interruption, 
for about two hundred years. 

But, under all thefe preffures, the church bore up 
her head; yea, the more fhe was trodden, the more 
fhe fpread and flourifhed ; and at length (lie was deli- 
vered from oppreflion by Conftantine the Great, about 
the year 320. But now fhe had a more dangerous 
enemy to encounter, I mean profperity : and this did 
her much more injury than all the perfecutions of her 
enemies. Now the kingdom of Chrift began to be 
corrupted with herefies : the minifkry of the gofpel, 
formerly the moft dangerous pofts in the world, now 
became a place of honour and profit, and men began 
to thruft themfelves into it from principles of avarice 
and ambition ; fuperftition and corruption of morals 
increafed} and at length the Biftiop of Rome fet up 
for univerfal head of the church in the year 606, and 
gradually the whole mpnftrous fyftem of popery was 
formed and eftabliftied, and continued in force for near ' 
a thoufand years. The kingdom of Chrift was now 
at a low ebb 5 and tyranny and fuperftition reigned 
under that name over the greateft part of the chriftian 
world. Neverthelefs our Lord ftill had his withefles. 
The Waldenfes and Albigenfes, John Hus, and Je- 
rome of Prague, and Wickliffe in England, oppofed 
the torrent of corruption j until at length, Luther, 
Calvin, Zuinglius, and feveral others^ were made th^ 
honoured inftruments of introducing the Reformation 
from popery i when fundry whole kingdoms,* whith. 
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had given their power to the beaft, and particularly our 
mother-country, fhook off the papal authority, and 
admitted the pure light of the gofpel. Since that time 
the kingdom of Chrift has ftruggled hard, and it has 
loft ground in feveral countries; particularly in France, 
Poland, Bohemia, &c. where there once were many 
Proteftant churches ; but they are now in ruins. And, 
alas ! thofe countries that ftill retain the reformed re- 
ligion, have too generally reduced it into a mere for- 
mality *, and it has but little influence upon the hearts 
and lives even of its profeflbrs. Thus we find the 
cafe remarkably among us. This gracious kingdom 
makes but little way in Virginia. The calamities of 
war and famine cannot, alas ! draw fubje&s to it -, but 
we fee(n generally determined to perim in our rebel- 
lion rather than fubmit. Thus it has been in this 
country from its firft fetdement; and how long it will 
continue in this (ituation is unknown to mortals : how- 
ever, this we may know, it will not be fo always. 
We have the ftrongeft aflurances that Jefus will yet 
take to him his great power, and reign in a more ex- 
tenfive and illuftrious manner than he has ever yet 
done; and that the kingdoms of the earth fhall yet 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chrijt. 
There are various parts of the heathen world where 
the gofpel has never yet been -, and the Jews have 
never yet been convertfed as a nation -, but both the 
calling of the Jews and the fulnefs of the Gentiles, 
you will find plainly foretold in the nth chapter to the 
Romans -, and it is, no doubt, to render the accom- 
• plifhment of this event the more confpicuous, that 
the Jews, who are difperftd all over the world, have, 
by a ftrange, unprecedented, and Angular providence, 
been kept a diftinft people to this day, for 17CXD years; 
though all other nations have been fo mixt and blend- 
ed together, who were not half fo much difperfcd into 
different countries, that their diftinft original cannot 
be traced. Pofterity fhall fee this glorious event in 
fome happy future period, IJow far it is from us, I 
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will not determine : though, upon fomc grounds, I 
apprehend it is not very remote. I (hall live and die 
in the unfhaken belief that our guilty world IhaU yet 
fee glorious days. Yes, my brethren, this delpifcd 
gofpel, that has fo little cfFeft in our age and country, 
fliall yet fliine like lightnings or like the fun, through 
all the dark regions of the earth. It fhall triumph 
over Heatheniim, Mahometifm, Judaifm, Popery, 
and all thofe dangerotis errors that have infeAed the 
chriftian church. This gofpel, poor negroes, jfhall 
yet reach your countrymen, whom you left behind 
you in Africa, in darknefs and the fhadow of death, 
and blefs your eyes with the light of falvation: and 
the Indian favages, that are now ravaging our coun- 
try, fhall yet be transformed into lambs and doves by 
the gofpel of peace. The fcheme of Providence is 
not yet completed, and much remains to be accom- 
plifhed of what God has fpoken by his prophets, to 
ripen the world for the univerfal judgment; but when 
all thefe things are finiflied, then proclamation fhall be 
made through all nature, " That Time fhaJJ be no 
more:" then the Supreme Judge, the fame Jefus that 
afcended the crofs, will afcend the throne, and review 
the affairs of time : then will he put an end to the 
prefent courfe of nature, and the prefent form of ad- 
miniftration. Then fhall heaven and hell be filled with 
their refpeftive inhabitants : then will time clofe, and 
eternity run on in one uniform tenor, without end. 
But the kingdom of Chrift, though altered in its fitu- 
ation and form of government, will not then come to 
a conclufion. His kingdom is ftridly the kingdom of 
heaven; and at the end of this world, his fubjefts 
will only be removed from thefe lower regions into a 
more glorious country, where they and their King fhall 
Jive together for ever in the mofl endearing intimacy ; 
where the noife and commotions of this reftlefs world, 
the revolutions and perturbations of kingdoms, the 
terrors of war and perfecution, fhall no more reach 
them ; but all will be perfecfb peace, love, and happi- 
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ncfs, through immejafurable duration. This is the 
kft and moft illuftrious ftate of the kingdom of Chrift, 
now fo fmall and weak in appearance : this is the fin.ll 
grand refult of his adminiftration ; and it wi!l appear 
to admiring worlds wifely planned, glorioufly execut- 
ed, and perfeftly finiflied. 

What conqueror ever eretfted fuch a kingdom! 
What fubjefts fo completely, fo laftingly happy, as 
thofe of the bleffed Jefus ! 



SERMON XL 

Things unfeen to be preferred to Things feen. 



2 Cor. iv. i8. While we look not at the Things which 
are feen^ but at the Things which are not feen\ for 
the Things which are feen are temporal : but the Things 
which are not feen are eternaL 

AMONG all the caufes of the ftupid unconcerned- 
nefs of finners about religion, and the feeble 
endeavours of "faints to improve in it, there is none 
more common or more effedual, than their not form^ 
ing a due eftimate of the things of time in comparifon 
of thofe of eternity. Our prd'pnt affairs engrofs all 
our thoughts, and exhauft all oin* adiivity, thpugh they 
are but tranfitory trifles -, while the awful realities of 
the future world arc hid from our eyes by the veil of 
flefh and the clouds of ignorance. Did ^hefe break in 
upon our minds in all their almighty evidence and tre* 
mendous importance, they would annihilate the moft 
majeftic vanities of the prefent flate, obfcure the glare 
of earthly glory, render all its pleafures infipid, and 
give us a noble infenfibility under all its forrows. A 
realizing view of thefe would fhock the libertme in 
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his thoughtlefs career, tear ofF the hypocrite's maflc, 
and inflame the devotion of languifhing faints. The 
concern of mankind would then be how they might 
make a (zkexU out of this world, and not how they 
may live happy in it. Prefent pleafure and pain would 
he (wallowed up in the profpeft of everlafting happi- 
nefs or mifery hereafter. Eternity, awful eternity. 
Would then be our ferious contemplation. The plca- 
fures of fin would ftrike us with horror, if they iflSic 
in eternal pain, and our prefent affliftions, however 
tedioud and fevcre, would appear but light and mo- 
mentary^ if they work out for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory. 

Thefe were the views the apoftle had of things, and 
thefe their efFefts upon him. He informs us in this 
chapter of his unwearied zeal to propagate the gofpel 
amidft all the hardihips and dangers that attended the 
painful difcharge of his miniftry. Though he bore 
about in his body the dying of the Lord Jefus, though 
he was always delivered unto death for Jefus' fake, yet 
he fainted not ; and this was the profpedl that animated 
him, that his light affliSion^ which was but for a moment^ 
would work for him afar more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory. When we view his fufferings abfolutely, 
without any reference to eternity, they were very heavy 
and of many years continuance ; and when he repre- 
fents them in this view, how moving is the relation ! 
fee 2 Cor. xi. 23 — 29. But when he views them in 
the light of eternity, and compared with their glorious 
iflues, they fink into nothing ; then fcourging, ftoning, 
imprifonment, and all the various deaths to which he 
was daily expofed, are but light, trifling aflJiftions, 
hardly worth nammg; then a feries of uninterrupted 
fufferings for many years are but afllidions that endure 
for a moment. And when he views a glorious futu- 
rity," human language cannot exprefs the ideas he has 
of thehappinefs referved for him •, it is a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory : a noble fentiment \ 
and exprefl: in the fublimefl: manner the language of 
mortals can admit of. It 
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. It i^ glory, in oppofirion to afflidlion ; a weight of 
glory, in oppofition to light affliftion ; a mafly oppref- 
five bleflednefs, which it requires all the powers in the 
jfbul, in their full exertion, to fupport -. and in oppofi- 
tion to affliction for a moment, it is eternal glory : to 
finifti all, it is afar more exceeding glory.* What greater 
idea can be grafped by the human mind, or exprefled 
in the feeble language of mortality ! Nothing but feel- 
ing that weight of glory could enlarge his conception ; 
and nothing but the dialeft of heaven could better ex- 
prefs it. No wonder that, with this view of things, he 
Jhould reckon that the f offerings of the prefent life are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory that /hall be revealed, 
Rom. viii. 18. 

The apoftle obferves, that he formed this eftimate 
of things, while he looked not at the " things which 
are feen, but at thofe which are not feen.'* By the 
things that are feen, are meant the prefent life, and all 
the things of time ; all the pleafures and pains, all the 
labours, purfuits, and amufements of the prefent ftate. 
By the things that are not feen, are intended all the 
invifible realities of the eternal world ; all the beings, 
the enjoyments and fufFerings that lie beyond the reach 
of human fight; as the great Father of fpirits, the 
joys of paradife, and the puni^fhments of hell. We 
look on thefe invifible things, and not on thofe that are 
feen. This feems like a contradiftion ; but it is eafily 
folved by underftanding this aft, defcribed by looking, 
to be the aft not of the bodily eye, but of faith and 
enlightened reafon. Faith is defined by this apoftle to 
be the fubfiance of things hoped for ^ and the evidence of 
things not feen. Heb. xi. i. And it is the apoftle's 
chief defign in that chapter^ to give inftances of the 
furprifing eflicacy of fuch a realizing belief of eternal 
invifible things-, fee particularly ver. 10, 13, 14, 16, 
^5, 26, 27. Hence to look not at vifible, but invifi- 
ble 

* The original far^furpalTes the beft tranflation. The adjcflivc 
abfolutc (to iXa^poi' rnV 5^«>|/«ifj is very fignificant; and mA' vVif- 
^«A'f)y ttr Cir$f^97Cn¥ is inimitable in our language. 
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ble things, fignifics that the apoftle made the latter the 
chief objects of his contemplations, that he was go- 
verned in the whole of his condud by the impreflSon 
of eternal things, and not by the prefent ; that he formed 
his maxims and fchemes from a comprehenfive furvey 
of futurities, and not from a partial view of things prCr 
fent> and, in fhort, that he afted as an expeftant of 
eternity, and not as ah cverlafting inhabitant of this 
wretched world. This he elfewhere expreffes in equi- 
valent terms, JVe walk by faithj and not ly fight. % 
Cor. v. 7. 

Further, he afligns a reafon why he had a greater 
regard to invifible things than vifiblcr in the regulating 
of his conduft ; for the things which are feen are tempo- 
ral \ but the thiyigs which are notfeen^ fays he, are eternal. 
An important reafon indeed ! Eternity annexed to a 
trifle would advance it into infinite importance, but 
when It is the attribute of the moft perfed happinefs, 
or of the moft exquifite mifery, then it tranfcends aU 
comparifon : then all temporal happinefs and mifery, 
however great and lortg continued, fhrink into nothin^^ 
3s drowned and loft, like the fmall drop of a bucket m 
the boundlefs ocean. 

My prefent defign, and the contents of the ttnty 
prefcribe to me the following method: 

I. T fhall give you a comparative view of vifible and 
invifible things, that you may fee the trifling nature of 
the one, and the importance of the oth^r. This 1 
choofe to do under one head, becaufe by placing thefe 
two clafles of things in an immediate oppofition, we 
may tlie more eafily compare them, and fee their infi- 
nite difparity. And, 

II. I fliail fhew you the great and happy influence 
afuitable impreflion of the fupcrior importance of in- 
vifible to vifible things would have upon us. 

I. I ftiall give you a comparative view of vifible and 
invifible things -, and we may compare vifible and in- 
vifible things, as to their intrinfic value, and as to their ■ 

duration. 

I. As 
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I. As to their intrinfic value-, and in this refpeft 
the difparity is inconceivable. 

This I fhall illuftrate in the two comprehenfive in- 
ftances of pleafure and pain. To fhun the one, and ob- 
tain the other, is the natural effort of the human mind. 
This is its aim in all its endeavours and purfuits. The 
innate defire of happinefs and averfion to mifery are the 
two great fprings of all human aftivity •, and, were 
thefc fprings relaxed or broken, all bufinefs would ceafe, 
all activity would ftagnate, and univerfal torpor would 
feize the world. And thefe principles are co-exiftcnt 
with the foul itfelf, and will continue in full vigour in 
a future ftate. Nay, as the foul will then be matured, 
and all its powers arrived to their complete perfeftion, 
this eagemefs after happinefs, and averfion to mifery, 
will be alfb more quick and vigorous. The foul in its 
prefent ftate of infancy, like a young child, or a man 
enfeebled and ftupified by ficknefs, is incapable of very 
deep fenfations of pleafure and pain -, and hence an ex- 
cefs of joy, as well as forrow, has fometimes diflblved 
its feeble union with the body. On this account we 
are incapable of fuch degrees of happinefs or mifery 
from the things of this world as beings of more lively 
fenfations might receive from them : and much more 
are we incapable of the happinefs or mifery of the fu- 
ture world, until we have put on irhmortality.- We 
cannot fee God and live. Should the glory of heaven 
blaze upon us in all its infuperable fplendour, it would 
overwhelm oiir feeble nature; we could not fupport 
fuch a weight of glory. And one twinge of the agonies 
of hell would diflodge the foul from its earthly manfion : 
one pang would convulfe and ftupify it, were not its. 
powers ftrengthened by the feparation from the body. 
But in the future world all' the powers of the foul will 
be mature and ftrong, and the body will be clothed 
with immortality •, the union between them after the 
refurreftion will be infeparable, and able tb fupport the 
moft oppreffive weight of glory, or the moft intolerable 
load of torment. Hence it follows that pleafure and 
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pain include all that we can defire or fear in the prefent 
or future world ; and therefore a comparative view of 
prefent and future pleafure and pain is fufficient to en- 
able us to form a due eftimatc of vifible and invifible 
things. By prefent pleafure, I mean all the happinefs 
we can receive from prefent things, as from riches, ho- 
nours, fenfual gratifications, learning, and intelle<5tual 
improvements, and all the amufements and exercifes of 
this life. And by future pleafure, or the pleafure which 
refults from invifible things, I mean all the fruitions 
and enjoyments in which heavenly happinefs confifts. 
By prefent pain, I intend all the uneafinefs which we 
can receive from the things of the prefent life ; as po- 
verty, loffes, difappointments, bereavements, ficknefs, 
and bodily pains. And by future pain, I mean all the 
punifhments of hell; as banifhment from God, and a 
privation of all created bleffings, the agonizing reflec- 
tions of a guilty confcience, the horrid company and 
exprobations of infernal ghofts, and the torture of in^ 
fernal flames. 

Now let us put thefe in the balance, and the ont 
will fink into nothing, and tl>e other rife into infinite 
importance. 

Temporal things are of a contrafted nature, and not 
adequate to the capacities of the human foul ; but eter- 
nal things are great, and capable of communicating all 
the happinefs and mifery which it can receive. The 
foul in its prefent ftate is not capable of fuch degree^ 
of happinefs and mifery as it will be jn the future, when 
it dwells among invifible realities. All that pleafure 
and pain which we receive from things that are feen, i^ 
intermingled with fome ingredients of a contrary na- 
ture; but thofe proceeding from things that are not 
ictn^ are pure and unmingled. 

I . Vifible things are not equal to the capacities of 
the human foul. This little fpark of being, the foul, 
which lies obfcured in this prifon of flefti, gives fre- 
quent difcoveries of furprifing powers: its defires in 
particular have a kind of infinity. But all temporary 

objefts 
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objeds are mean and contraded; they cannot afford it 
a nappinefs equal to its capacity, nor render it as mi- 
fcrable as its capacity of AiiFering will bear. Hence, 
in the greateft affluence of temporal enjoyments, in the 
midft of honours, pleafures, riches, friends, &c. it ftill 
feels a painful void within, and finds an unknown fome- 
thing wanting to complete its happinefs. Kings have 
been unhappy upon their thrones, and all their grandeur 
have been birt majeftic mifery. So Solomon found it, 
who had opportunity and curiofity to make the expe- 
riment; and this is his verdift upon all earthly enjoy- 
ments, after the moft impartial trial, " Vanity of vani- 
ties,'* faith the preacher, " Vanity of vanities ; all is 
vanity and vexation of fpirit/* On the other hand, the 
foul may poflefs fome degree of happinefs, under all the 
miferies it is capable of fufFering from external and 
temporal things. Guilt indeed denies it this fupport; 
but if there be no inteftine broils, no anguilh refult- 
ing from its own refledlions, not all the vifible things 
can render it perfcftly mifcrablej its capacity of fuf- 
fering is not put to its utmoft ftretch. This has been 
attefted by the experience of multitudes who have fuf- 
fered for righteoufnefs fake. But, O, when we take 
a furvey of invifible things, we find them all great and 
majeftic, not only equal but infinitely fuperior to the 
moft enlarged powers of the human and even of the 
angelic nature. In the eternal world the great Invifible 
dwells, and there he afts with his own immediate hand. 
It is he that immediately communicates happinefe 
through the heavenly regions-, and it is his immediate 
breath that, like a ftream of brimftone, kindles the 
flames of hell ; whereas in the prefent world he rarely 
communicates happinefs, and inflifts puniftiment, but 
by the inftrumentality of creatures ; and it is impoflible 
the extremes of either fhould be communicated through 
this channel. This the infinite God alone can do, and, 
though in the future world he will ufe his creatures to 
heighten the happinefs or mifery of each other, yet 
he will have a more immediate agency in them him- 
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felf. He will communicate happinefs immediately 
from himfelf, the infinite fountain of it, into the vef- 
fels of mercy : and he will immediately fhew his wrath, 
and make his power known upon the veffels of wrath. 
I may add, that thofe creatures, angels and devils, 
which will be the inftruments of happinefs or mifery 
to the human foul in the invifible world, are incom- 
parably more powerful than any in this j and confe- 
quently capable of contributing more to our pleafure 
or pain. And let me alfo obferve, that ail the objeds 
about which our faculties will be employed then, will 
be great and majeftic ; whereas, at prefent, we grovel 
among little fordid things. The objefts of cur con- 
templation will then be either the unveiled glories of 
the divine nature, and the naked wonders of creation, 
providence, and redemption ; or the terroi-s of divine 
juftice, the dreadful nature and aggravations of our fin^ 
the horrors of everlafting punifhment, &c. Andfince 
this is the cafe, how little ihould we regard the thing* 
that are feen, in comparifon of them that are not feen ? 
But though vifible things were adequate to our prefent 
capacities, yet they are not to be compared with the 
things thut are not feen, becaufe, 

2. The foul is at prefent in a ftate of infancy, and 
incapable of fuch degrees of pleafure or pain as it can 
bear in the future world. The enjoyments of this life 
are like the play-things of children ^ . and none but 
childifh fouls would trifle with them, or fret and vex 
themfelves or one another about them ; but the invifi- 
ble- realities before us are manly and great, and fuch 
as an adult foul ought to concern itfelf with. The 
foul in another- world can no more be happy or mifera- 
ble from fuch toys, than men can be happy or wretched 
in the pofleflion or lofs of the baubles of children ; it 
will then demand great things to give it pleafure or 
pain. The apoftle illuftrates this matter in this man- 
ner. I. Cor. xiii. 9, 10, 11. How foolifti is it then 
to be chiefly governed by thefe puerilities, while we 
iiegled the manly concern of eternity, that can make 

our 
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our fouls perfeftly happy or miferablc, when their 
powers are come to perfeftion ! 

3. And laftly. All the happinefs and mifery of the 
prefent ftate, rcfulting from things that arc feen, are 
intermingled with contrary ingredients. We are never 
fo happy in this world, as to have no uneafinefs ; in 
the greateft affluence we languifh for want of fomc ab- 
fent good, or grieve under fome incumbent evil. On 
the other hand, we are never fo mifcrable as to have 
no ingredient of happinefs. When we labour under 
a thoufand calamities, we may ftill fee ourfclves fur- 
rounded with, perhaps, an equal number of bleffings. 
And where is there a wretch fo miferable as to endure 
fimple unmingled mifery without one comfortable in- 
gredient? But in the invifible world there is an eter- 
nal feparation made between good and evil, pleafure 
and pain; and they fhall never mingle more. In 
heaven the rivers of pleafures flow untroubled with a 
drop of forrow ; in hell, there is not a drop of water 
to mitigate the fury of the flame. And who then 
would not prefer the things that are not fcen to thofe 
that are feen ? Efpecially, if we confider, 

2, The infinite difparity between them as to dura- 
tion. This is the dliFerence paticularly intended in 
the text; the things that are feen are temporal \ but the 
things that are not feen are eternal. 

The tranfitorinefs of vifible things, implies, both 
that the things themfelves are periftiable, and they 
may foon leave us ; and that our refidence among 
them is temporary, and we muft foon leave them. 

And the eternity of invifible things implies the 
quite contrary, that the things themfelves are of end- 
lefs duration ; and that we fhall always exift to re- 
ceive happinefs or mifery from them. 

Before we illuftrate thefe infliances of difparity, let 
us take a view of Time and Eternity in themfelves, 
and as compared to one another. 

Time is the duration of creatures in the prefent ftate. 
It commenced at the creation, and near 6000 years o^ 

Rr V5L 
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it are fince clapfed -, and how much of it yet remains 
we know not. But this we know, that the duration of 
the world itfclf is as nothing in comparifon of eternity. 
But what is our duration compared with the duration 
even of this world? It is but a fpan, an hair's breadth: 
fixty, feventy, or eighty years, is generally the highcft 
ftandard of human life, and it is by far the fmallcft num- 
ber of mankind that arrives to thefe periods. The 
moft of them die like a flower blafted in the morning, 
or at noon; and we have more rcafon to expeft it will 
be our fate than to hope the contrary. Now the fpan of 
time we enjoy in life is all our time; we have no more 
property in the reft of it than in the years before the 
flood. All befide is eternity. "Eternity!" We arc 
alarmed at the found I Loft in the profpeft ! Eternity 
with refpeA to God, is a duration without beginning as 
well as without end : Eternity, as it is the attribute of 
human nature, is a duration that had a beginning but 
fhall never have an end. This is inalienably entailed 
upon us poor dying worms : and let us furvey our in- 
heritance. Eternity ! it is a duration that excludes all 
number and computation ; days, and months, and years, 
yea, and ages are loft in it, like drops in the ocean. 
Millions of millions of years, as many years as there 
are fands on the fea fliore, or particles of duft in the 
globe of the earth, and thefe multiplied to the higheft 
reach of number, all thefe are nothing to eternity. 
They do not bear the leaft imaginable proportion to 
it 5 for thefe will come to an end, as certain as a day ; 
but eternity will never, never come to an end. It is a 
line without end ; it is an ocean without a fhore. Alas ! 
what fhall I fay of it ! It is an infinite unknown fomc- 
thing, that neither human thought can grafp, nor 
human language defcribe. 

. Now place time in comparifon with eternity, and 
what is it ? It fhrinks into nothing, and lefs than 
nothing. What then is that little fpan of time in 
which we have any property ? Alas ! it is too dimi- 
nutive a point to be conceived. Indeed, properly 

fpeaking, 
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/peaking, we can call no part of time our own but the 
prefent moment, this fleeting ninv: future time is un- 
certain, and we may never enjoy it; the breath we now 
refpire may be our laft ; and as to our paft time, it is 
gone, and will never be ours again. Our paft days are 
dead and buried, though perhaps guilt, their ghoft, may 
hatmt us ftill. And what is a moment to eternity ? 
The dilparity is too great to admit of comparifon. 

Let me now refume the former particulars, implied 
in the tranfitorinefs of vifible and eternity of invifible 
things. 

Vifible things are periftiable, and may foon leave us. 
When we think they are ours, they often fly from our 
embrace. Riches may vanifti into fmoke and afhes 
by an accidental fire. We may be thrown down from 
the pinnacle of honour, and fink the lower into difgrace. 
Senfual pleafures often end in fatiety and difguft, or in 
ficknefs and death. Our friends are torn from our 
bleeding hearts by the inexorable hand of death. Our 
liberty and property may be wrefted from us by the 
hand of tyranny, oppreflion, or fraud. In a word, what 
do we enjoy but we may lofe ? On the other hand, our 
miferies here are temporary ; the heart receives many a 
wound, but it heals again. Poverty may end in riches ; 
a clouded charafter may clear up, and from difgrace we 
may rife to honour ; we may recover from ficknefs ; and 
if we lofe one comfort, we may obtain another. But 
in eternity every thing is everlafliing and unchangeable. 
Happinefs and mifery are both of them without end ; 
and the fubjefts of both well know thjit this is the cafe. 
It is this perpetuity that finiflies that happinefs of the 
inhabitants of heaven; the leaft fufpicion of an end 
would intermingle itfelf with all their enjoyments, and 
embitter them ; and the greater the happinefs, the 
greater the anxiety at the expeftation of lofing it. But, 
O how tranfporting for the faints on high to look for- 
ward through the fucceflion of eternal ages, with an 
aflurance that they fiiall be happy through them all, 
and that they ftiall feel no change but from glory to 

glory ! 
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glory ! On the other hand, this is the bittereft ingre* 
dient in the cup of divine difpleafure in the future ftate^ 
that the mifery is eternal. O with what horror does 
that defpairing cry. Forever, forever, forever ! echo 
through the vaults of hell ! Eternity is fuch an import- 
ant attribute, th^t it gives infinite weight to things that 
would be infignificant, were they temporary. A fmajl 
dejgree of happinefs, if it be eternal, exceeds the greateft 
degree that is tranfitory ; and a fmall degree ofmifcry 
that is everlafting, of greater importance than the 
greateft degree that foon comes to an end. Would you 
rather endure the moft painful tortures that nature can 
bear for a moment, than ah eternal tooth-ach or hcad- 
ach ? Again, fhould we confider all the ingredients and 
caufes of future happinefs and mifery, we fhould find 
them all everlafting. The blefled God is an incxhaufti- 
ble perennial fountain of blifs ; his image can never be 
crafed from the hearts of glorified fpirits •, the great 
contemplation will always lie obvious to them ; and they 
will always exift as the partakers and promoters of 
mutual blifs. " On the other hand, in hell the worm of 
confcience dieth not, and the fire is not quenched •, di- 
vine juftice is immortal; malignant fpirits will always 
exift as mutual tormentors, and their wicked habits 
will never be extirpated. 

Ii.nd now, need I offer any thing farther to convince 
you of the fuperior importance of invifible and eternal 
to vifible and temporary things ? Can a rational crea- 
ture be at a lofs to choofe in fo plain a cafe ? Can you 
need any arguments to convince you that an eternity ot 
the moft pcrfeft happinefs is rather to be chofen than a 
few years of fordid unfatisfying delight ? Or that the 
former ftiould not be forfeited for the fake of the latter ? 
Have you any remaining fcruples, whether the little 
anxieties and mortifications of a pious life are more in- 
tolerable than everlafting punifhment ? O ! it is a plain 
cafe : what then mean an infatuated world, who lay out 
all their concern on temporal things, and ncgleft the 
important affairs of eternity ? Let us illuftratc this 

matter 
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matter by a fuppofition, Suppofe a bird were to pick 
up and carry away a grain of fand or duft from the 
globe of this earth once in a thoufand years, till it fhould 
be at length wholly carried away ; the duration which 
this would take up appears a kind of eternity to us. 
Now fuppofc it were put to our choice, either to be 
happy during this time, and miferable ever after, or to 
be miferable during this time, and happy ever after, 
which would you choofe ? Why, though this duration 
feems endle&, yet he would be a fool that would not 
make the latter choice; for, O ! behind this vaft durar 
tion, there lies an eternity, which exceeds it infinitely 
more than this duration exceeds a moment. But we 
have no fuch feemingly puzzling choice as this ; the 
matter with us ftands thus— Will you choofe the little 
fordid pleafures of fin that may perhaps not laft an hour, 
^t moft not many years, rather than everlafting pleafure 
of the fublimeft kind ? Will you rather endure into- 
lerable torment forever, than painfully endeavour to be 
Jioly ! What does your conduft, my brethren, anfwer 
to thefe queftions? If your tongues reply, they will 
perhaps ror your credit give a right anfwer 5 but what 
fay your prevailing difpofition and common praftice ? 
Are you not more thoughtful for time than eternity ? 
more concerned about vifible vanities than invifible 
realities ? If fo, you make a fool's choice indeed. 

But let it be further cpnfidered, that the tranfitorinefs 
of invifible things may imply that we mufl: ere long be 
removed from them. Though they were immortal it 
would be nothing to us, fince we are not fo in our pre- 
fcnt ftate. Within a few years, at moft, we Ihall be 
beyond the reach of all happinefs and mifery from 
temporal things. 

But when we pafs out of this tranfitory ftate, we 
enter upon an everlafting ftate. Our fouls will always 
exift; exift in a ftate of unchangeable, boundlefs hap- 
pinefs or mifery. It is but a litde while fince we came 
into being out of a ftate of eternal non-exiftence; but 
we fhall never rclapfe into that ftate again. Thefe little 



gio 37^//gj unfeen to be Scrm. ii, 

(parks of being (hail never be extingui(hed ; they will 
jurvive the ruins of the world, and kindle into immor- 
tality. When millions of millions of ages are paft, we 
(hall ftiU be in exiftencc ; and O ! in what unknown re- 
gion ? In that of endlefs blifs, or of interminable mifery ! 
• — Be this the moft anxious inquiry of our lives ! 

Seeing then we muft foon leave this world, and all 
its joys and forrows, and feeing we muft enter on an 
unchangeable everlafting ftate of happinefs or mifery, 
be it our chief concern to end our prefent pilgrimage 
well. It matters but little whether we lie eafy or not 
during this night of exiftence, if fo be we awake in 
eternal day. It is but a trifle, hardly worth a thought, 
whether we be happy or miferable here, if we be happy 
for ever hereafter. What then mean the buftle and 
noife of mankind about the things of time ? O, firs ! 
eternity, awful all-important eternity, is the only thing 
that deferves a thought. I come, 

11. To (hew the great and happy influence a fuitable 
imprefTion of the fuperior importance of invifible to 
vifible things would have upon us. This I might ex- 
emplify in a variety of inftancps with refpeft to faint§ 
and (inners. 

When we are tempted to any unlawful pleafures, 
how would we fhrink away with horror from the pur- 
fuit, had we a due fenfe of the mifery incurred, and tha 
happinefs forfeited by it ! 

When we find our hearts excefTively eager after 
things below, had we a fuitable view of eternal things, 
all thefe things would (brink into trifles hardly worth a 
thought, much lefs our principal concern. 

When the (inner, for the fake of a little prefent 
eafe, and to avoid a little prefent uneafmefs, ftifles his 
confcience, refufes to examine his condition, cafts the 
thoughts of eternity out of his mind, and thinks it too 
hard to attend painfully on all the means of grace, has he 
then a due eftimate of eternal things? Alas! no; he 
only looks at the things that arc feen. Were the mouth 
of Jiell open before him, that he might behold its tor- 
ments, 
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ments, and had he a fight of the joys of paradife, they 
would harden him into a generous infenfibility of all the 
Ibrrows and anxieties of this life, and his inquiry would 
not be, Whether thefe things required of him are eafy ? 
but, Whether they are neceflary to obtain eternal hap- 
pinefs, and avoid everlafting mifery ? 

When we fufFer any reproach or contempt on a re- 
ligious account, how would a due cftimate of eternal 
things fortify us with undaunted courage, and make us 
willing to climb to heaven. through difgrace, rather than 
fink to hell with general applaufe! 

How would a realizing view of eternal things animate 
us in our devotions ? Were this thought impreffed on 
our hearts when in the fecret or focial duties of religion, 
" I am now afting for eternity," do you think we fhould 
pray, read, or hear with fo much indifFerency and lan- 
guor ? O no i it would roufe us out of our dead frames, 
and call forth all the vigour of our fouls. With what 
unwearied importunity ftiould we cry to God ! with 
what eagernefs hear the word of falvation ! 

How powerful an influence would a view of futurity 
have to alarm the fecure finner that has thought little 
of eternity all his life, though it be the only thing 
worth thinking of! 

How would it haften the determination of the lin- 
gering, wavering finner, and fhock him at the thought of 
Jiving one day unprepared on the very brink of eternity ! 

In a word, a fuitable impreffion of this would quite 
alter the afpeft of things in the world, and would turn 
the concern and afcivity of the world into another 
channel. Eternity then would be the principal concern. 
Our inquiries would not be. Who will fhew us any 
temporal good ? What fliall we eat, or what fliall we 
drink ? But, What fhall we do to be faved ? How 
fhall we efcape the wrath to come ? Let us then endea- 
vour to imprcfs our hearts with invifible things, and 
for that purpofe confidcr, that 
. . We ftiall, ere long, be ingulphed in this awful eter- 
nity, whether we think of it or not. A few days or 

years 
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years will launch us there; and O, the (urprifingicenes 
that wiH then open to us !— 

Without deep impreffions of eternity on our hearts^ 
and frequent thoughtfulnefs about it, we catihot be 
prepared for it. 

And if we are not prepared for it, O, how incon- 
ceivably miferable our cafe ! But if prepared, how 
inconceivably happy ! 

Look noi then at tbe things which are feen^ but at the 
things which are notfeen ; for the things which arefeen art 
temporal: but the things which are notfeen are eternal. 



SERMON XII. 

The Sacred Import of the Chriftian Name, 



Acts xi. 26. ^he Difciples were called Chriftians firfi 
at Antioch, 

MERE names are empty founds, and but of Kttle 
confequence : and yet it muft be owned there 
are names of honour and fignificancy ; and, when they 
are attended with the things fignified by them, they are 
of great and facred importance. Such is the Chriftian 
name; a name about fevcnteen hundred years old. 
And now, when the name is almoft loft in party-dif- 
tinftions, and the thing is almoft loft in ignorance, er- 
ror, vice, hypocrify, and formality, it may be worth 
our while to confider the original import of that facred 
name, as a proper expedient to recover both name and 
thing. 

The name of Chriftian was not the firft by which the 
followers of Chrift were diftinguiftied. Their enemies 
called them Galileans, Nazarenes, and other names of 
contempt : and among themfelves they were called 

Saints, 
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Saints, from their holinefs ; Pifciples, from their learn- 
ing their religion from Chrift as their teacher; Belie- 
vers, from their believing in him as the Meffiah; and 
Brethren, from their mutual love and their relation to 
God and each other. But after fome time they were 
difiinguifhed by the name of Chriftians. This they 
iirft received in Antioch, an heathen city, a city infa- 
inous for all manner of vice and. debauchery ; a city 
that had its name from Antiochus Epiphanes, the 
bittereft enemy the church of the Jews ever had. A 
city very rich and powerful, from whence the chrif- 
tian name would have an extenfive circulation ; but it 
is long fince laid in ruins, unptotefted by that facrcd 
name : - in fuch a city was Chrift pleafed to confer his 
name upon his followers: and you cannot but fee that 
the very choice of the place difcovers his wifdom, 
grace, and juftice. 

The original word, which is here rendered called^ 
fecms to intimate, that they were called chriftians by 
divine appointment, for it generally fignifies an ora- 
cular nomination, or a declaration from God ; and to 
this purpofe it is generally tranflj|fed.* Hence it fol- 
lows, that the very name chriftian, as well as the thing, 
was a divine original; affumed not by a private agree- 
ment of the difciples among themfelves, but by the 
appointment of God. And in this view it is a re- 
markable accomplifhmentof anold prophecy of Ifaiah, 
chapter Ixii. 2. "The Gentiles Jhall fee thy rigbteoufnefs^ 

S s and 

* It is this word that is ufed, Matt. ii. 1 2. Ka/ ^P"?**^*'^"'''*^' being 
warned of God, and the like in Matt. ii. 22. So in Rom. xi. 4. 
p^pfAolicTfAo^ is rendered the anfwcr of God, Rom.vii. 3. ytf^\t^\a%%f 
ihe fhall be called {<vi%, by thedivine law) an adultrcfs, Luke ii. 26. 
X^rijA.cc%(rfA09, ic was revealed to him by the Holy Ghoft. Adls x. 22. 
e^^r,fAoc\iB§t was wamcd from God. Heb. viii. 5. Ki;^p«fwtl»ra» Muffn^t 
Mofcs was admonilhed of God. Heb. xi. 7. Noah being warned of 
G06, ;^p*:f<.al»^«f. Heb. xii. 25. If ihcy efcapcd not, who refufcd 
Him that fpake on earth ; viz, by divine infpiration ; ;^pi}f<ia)(^oyr« 
i^rt T?f . Thefe are all the places perhaps in which the word is ufed 
in the New Tcftament ; and in all thefe it fcems to mean a revelation 
from God, or fomething oracular. And this is a flrong prefumption 
that the word is to be fo undcrftood in the text. 
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and all Kings thy glory ^ and thou Jhalt be called by a 
new name J which the mouth of the Lord fhall name. So 
Ifaiah Ixv. 15. The Lord fhall call his fervants by an- 
other name. 

This name was at firft confined to few, but it foon 
had a furprifingly extenfive propagation thro* the world. 
In many countries, indeed, it was loft, and miferably 
exchanged for that of Heathen, Mahometan, or Muf- 
fulman. Yet the European nations ftill retain the honor 
of wearing it. A few fcattered chriftians are alfo ftill 
to be found here and there in Afia and Africa, though 
cruflied under the oppreffions of Mahometans and 
Pagans. This name has likewife crofted the wide 
ocean to the wildernefs of America, and is worn by 
the fundry European colonies on this continent. We, 
in particular, call ourfelves chriftians, and ftiould take 
it ill to be denied the honour of that diftinftion. But 
do we not know the meaning and facred import of 
that name ? Do we not know what it is to be chrif- 
tains indeed ? That is, to be in reality what we are in 
name : certainly it is time for us to confider the matter 5 
and it is my prefent4lefign that we fliould do fo. 

Now we may confider this name in various views : 
particularly as a name of diftlnftion from the reft of 
the world, who know not the Lord Jefus, or rejeft 
him as an impoftor-, — as a patronymic name, point- 
ing out the Father and Founder of our holy religion 
and the chriftain church ; — as a badge of our relation 
to Chrift as his fervants, his children, his bride ; — as 
intimating our unftion by the holy fpirit, or our being 
the fubjefts of his influences ; as Chrift was anointed 
by the holy fpirit, or repleniflied with his gifts above 
meafure (for you are to obferve that anointed is the 
Englifli of the Greek name Chrift^ and of the Hebrew, 
Mejjiah*) : and as a name of appropriation, fignifying 
that we are the property of Chrift, and his peculiar 
people. Each of thefe particulars might be profitably 

illuf- 

♦ Pfalmcv. 15. Touch not xny Chrifts 5 that is, my tiioiiit«d 
people— So the Seififffy. 
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illuftrated.* But my prefent defign confines me ta 
confider the Chriftian name only in two views j name- 
ly, as a catholic name, intended to bury all party de- 
nominations ; and as a name of obligation upon all that 
wear it to be chriftians indeed, or to form their temper 
and praftice upon the facred model of chriftianity. 

I. Let us confider the chriftian name as a catholic 
name, intended to bury ail party denominations. 

The name Gentile was odious to the Jews, and the 
name Jew was odious to the Gentiles. The name 
chriftian fwallows up both in one common and agree- 
able appellation. He that hath taken down the parti- 
tion- wall, has taken away partition-names, and untied 
all his followers in his own name, as a common deno- 
mination. For now, fays PaiJ, there is neither Greek 
nor Jew^ circumcifion nor uncircumcijion^ barbarian^ Scy- 
thian^ bond nor free ; but Chrift is all and in all. CoK 
iii. II. And j^ are all one in Chrift Jefus. Gal. iii. 
28. According to a prophecy of Zechariah, The Lord 
Jhall be king over all the earth \ and in that day there 
Jhall be one Lordj and his name one. Zech. xiv. 9. 

It is but a due honour to Jefus Chrift, the founder 
of chriftianity, that all who profcfs his religion ihould 
wear his name : and they pay an extravagant and even 
idolatrous complirpent to his fubordinate officers and 
minifters, when they take their denomination from 
them. Had this humour prevailed in the primitive 
church, inftead of the common name chriftians, there 
would have been as many party-names as there were 
apoftles or eminent minifters. There would have 
been Paulites from Paul ; Peterites from Peter ; John- 
ates from John; Barnabites from Barnabas, &c. Paul 
took pains to crufh the firft rifings of this party-fpirit 
in thofe churches which he planted ; particularly in 
Corinth, where it moft prevailed. While they were 
faying, I am of Paul\ and 1 of Apollos\ andl cf Ce- 

fhas\ 

f See a fine illuftration of them in Dr. Grofvenor's excellent Eflay 
on the Chriftian Name ; from whom I am not aib^med to borrow 
feverai amiable fentiments. 
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fhas'y and I of Cbrift^ he puts this pungent queftipn to 
them : *' Is Chrift divided ? Are his fervants the 
ringleaders of fo many parties ? Was Paul crucified 
for you ? or were ye baptized in or into the name of 
Paul, that ye ftiould be fo fond to take your name from 
him ? He counted it a happinefs that providence had 
diredled him to fuch a conduft as gave no umbrage of 
encouragement to fuch a humour. / thank God^ fays 
he, that I baptized none of youy but Crifpus and Gaius: 
lejl anyjhould take occajion to fay ^ I baptized into my awn 
Tiamej and was gathering a party Jor my f elf i Cor. i. 

12—15. ... . ' 
But alas ! how little has this conviftiveceafoning of 
the apofUe been regarded in the future ages of the 
church ? What an endlefs variety of denominations 
taken from fome men of charafter, or from fome Jittle 
peculiarities, has prevailed in the chriftiari world, and 
crumbled it to pieces, while the chriftian name is hardly 
regarded ? Not to take notice of Jefuits, janfenifls, 
Dominicans, Francifcans, and other denominations and 
orders in the popilh church, where, having corrupted 
the thing, they aft very confiflently to lay afide the 
name, what party-names have been adopted by the 
protefiant churches, whofe religion is fubftantially the 
lame common chriftianity, and who agree in much more 
important articles than in thofe they differ; and who 
therefore might peaceably unite under the common 
name of Chriftians ? We have Lutherans, Calviniits, 
Arminians, Zuinglians, Churchmen, Prelbyterians, In- 
dependents, Baptifts, and a long lift of names which I 
cannot now enumerate. To be a chriftian is not enough 
now-a-days, but a man muft alfo be fomething more 
and better; that is, he muft be a ftrenuous bigot to this 
or that particular church. But where is the reafon or 
propriety of this ? I may indeed believe the fame 
things which I^uther or Calvin believed ; but I do not 
believe tliem on the authority of Luther or Calvin, but 
upon the fole authority of Jefus Chrift, and therefore 
I ihould not call myfelf by their name, as one of their 
difciples. 
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difciples, but by the name of Chrift, whom alone I ac- 
knowledge as the Author of my religion, and my only 
mafter and Lord. If I learn my religion from one of 
thefe great men, it is indeed proper I ibould affume 
their name. If I learn it from a parliament or con- 
vocation, and make their afts and canons the rule and 
ground of my faith, then it is enough for me to be of 
the eftablifhed religion, be that what it will : I may with 
propriety be called a mere conformift -, that is my higheft 
charafter; but I cannot be properly called a chriftian ; 
for a chriftian learns his religion, not from afts of par- 
liament or from the determinations of councils, but 
from Jefus Chrift and his gofpel. 

To guard againft miftakes on this head, I would 
obferve that every man has a natural and legal right to 
judge and choofe for himfelf in matters of religion; and 
that is a mean fupple foul indeed, and utterly carelefs 
about all religion, that makes a compliment of this right 
to any man, or body of men upon earth, whether pope, 
king, parliament, convocation, or fynod. In the ex- 
crcife of this right, and fearching for himfelf, he will 
find that he agrees more fully in lefTer as well as more 
important articles with fome particular church than 
others -, and thereupon it is his duty to join in ftated 
communion with that church; and he may, if he 
pleafes, affume the name which that church wears, by 
way of diftinftion from others : this is not what I con- 
demn. But for me to glory in the denomination of 
any particular church, as my higheft charafter ; to lay 
more ftrefs upon the name of a prefbyterian or a church- 
man than on the facred name of chriftian ; to make a 
punftilious agreement with my fentiments in the little 
peculiarities of a party the teft of all religion -, to make 
it the objeft of my zeal to gain profelytes to fome other 
than the chriftian name -, to connive at the faults of 
thofe of my own party, and to be blind to the good 
qualities of others, or invidioufly to mifreprefent or 
diminifli them ; thefe are the things which deferve uni- 
verfal condemnation from God a^d man-, thefe proceed 

from 
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from a fpirit of bigotry and fadion, direftly oppofite to 
the generous catholic fpirit of chriftianity, and fubver- 
fivc of it. And yet how common is this fpirit among 
all denominations ! And what mifchief has it done in 
the world ! Hence proceed contentions and animofities, 
imcharitable fufpicions and ccnfures, flander and detrac- 
tion, partiality and unreafonable prejudices, and a hideous 
group of evils, which I cannot now defcribe. This fpi- 
rit alfo hinders the progrefs of ferious pradical religion, 
by turning the attention of men from the great concerns 
of eternity, and the eflentials of chriftianity, to vain 
jangling and conteft about circumftances and trifles. 
Thus the chriftian is fwalbwed up in the partifan, and 
fundamentals loft in extra-efTentials. 

My brethren, I would now warn you againft this 
wretched mifchicvous fpirit of party. I would not have 
you entirely fceptical and undetermined even about the 
fmaller points of religion, the modes and forms, which 
are the matters of contention between different churches; 
nor would I have you quite indifferent what particular 
church to join with in ftated communion. Endeavour 
to find out the truth, even in thefe circumftantiaJs, at 
Icaft fo far as is neceflary for the diredion of your own 
conduft. But do not make thefe the whole or the prin- 
cipal part of your religion : do not be exceffively zealous 
about them, nor break the peace of the church by ma- 
gifterially impofing them upon others. ' Haft thou 
faith in thefe little difputables,' It is well •, ^ but have 
it to thyfelf before God,' and do not difturb others with 
it. You may, if you pleafe, call yourfelves preft)yterians 
and diflenters, and you ftiall bear without ftiame or re- 
fcntment all the names of reproach and contempt which 
the world may brand you with. But as you fhould not 
be mortified on tlie one fide, fo neither fliould you glory 
on the other. A chriftian ! a chriftian ! let that be your 
higheft diftindbion ; let that be the name which you la- 
bour to defcrvc. God forbid that my miniftry ftiouJd 
be the occafion of diverting your attention to any thing 
elfe. But I am fo happy that I can appeal to yourfelves, 

whether 
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whether I have during fevcral years of my miniftry 
among you, laboured to inftil into you the principles 
.of bigotry, and make you warm profelytcs to a party : 
or whether it has not been the great objed of my zeal 
to inculcate upon you the grand eflcntials of our holy, 
religion, and make you fincere praftical chriftians. 
Alas ! my dear people, unlefs I fuccecd in this, I labour 
to very little purpofe, though I fhould prefbyterianize 
the whole colony. 

Calumny and flander it is hoped, have by this time 
talked themfelves out of breath •, and the lying fpirit 
may be at a lofs for materials to form a popular plau- 
fible falfehood, which is likely to be credited where the 
diflenters are known. But you have heard formerly, and 
fome of you may ftill hear ftrange and uncommon fur- 
mifes, wild conjeftures, and moft difmal infinuations. 
But if you would know the truth at once, if you would 
be fully informed by one that beft knows what religion 
I am of, I will tell you (with Mr. Baxter) ' I am a chrif- 
tian, a mere chriftian ; of no other religion : my church 
is the chriftian church.* The Bible ! the Bible ! is my 
religion ; and if I am a diflenter, I diflent only from 
modes and forms of religion which I cannot find in 
my Bible ; and which therefore I conclude have no- 
thing to do with religion, much lefs fhould they be 
made terms of chriftian communion, fince Chrift, the 
only lawgiver of his church, has not made them fuch. 
Let this congregation be that of a chriftian fociety, and 
I little care what other name it wears. Let it be a little 
Antioch, where the followers of Chrift (hall be diftin- 
guiftied by their old catholic name, Chriftians. To 
bear and deferve this charafter, let this be our ambition, 
this our labour. Let popes pronounce, and councils 
decree what they pleafe ; let ftatefmen and ecclefiaftics 
prefcribe what to believe : as for us, let us ftudy our 
Bibles : let us learn of Chrift; and if we are not digni- 
fied with the fmiles, or enriched with the emoluments 
of an eftabliftiment, we fhall have his approbation, who 
is the only Lord and Sovereign ^of the realm of con- 

fcicnce, 
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Science, and by whofe judgment we muft ftand or i&ll 
for ever. 

But It is time for me to proceed to confider the other 
view of the chriftian name, on which I intend princi- 
pally to infiftj and that is, 

II. As a name of obligation upon all that wear it to 
be chriftians indeed, or to form their temper and prac- 
tice upon the facred model of chriftianity. The pro- 
fecution of this fubjeft will lead me to anfwer this im- 
portant inquiry, What is it to be a Chriftian ? 

To be a chriftian, in the popular and fafhiohable kxAt^ 
is no difficult or excellent thing. It is to be baptized, 
to profefs the chriftian religion, to believe, like our 
neighbours, that Chrift is the Mefliah, and to attend 
upon public worftiip once a week, in fome church or 
other that bears only the chriftian name. In this itak 
a man may be a chriftian, and yet be habitually carelefe 
about eternal things •, a chriftian, and yet fall fliort of 
the morality of many of the heathens ; a chriftian, and 
yet a drunkard, a fwearer, or a flave to fome vice or 
other; a chriftian, ^nd yet a wilful impenitent oiFender 
againft God and man. To be a chriftian in this fenfe 
is no high character ; and, if this be the whole of 
chriftianity, it is very little matter whether the world 
be chriftian ized or not. But is this to be a chriftian 
in the original and proper {zwio, of the word? No; 
that is fomething of a very difi^erent and fuperior kind. 
To be a chriftian indeed, is the higheft charafter and 
dignity of which the human nature is capable : it is the 
moft excellent thing that ever adorned our world : it 
is a tiling that Heaven itfelf beholds with approbation 
and delight. 

To be a chriftian is to be like to Chrift, from whom 
t)ie name is taken : it is to be a follower and imitator 
o\ him ; to be pofleflcd of his fpirit and temper ; and to 
live as he lived in the world : it is to have thofe juft, 
exalted, and divine notions of God and divine things, 
and that juft and full view of our duty to God and man, 
which Chrift taught! in (hoit, it is to have ourfenti- 

ments. 
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ments, our temper, and praftice formed upon the facred 
model of the gofpel. Let me expatiate a little upon 
this amiable charadter. 

I . To be a chriftian, is to depart from iniquity. To 
this the name obliges us ; and without this we have no 
title to the name ; — Let, every one that nametb the name 
of Chrift^ depart from iniquity^ 2 Tim. ii. 19 ; that is, 
let him depart from iniquity, or not dare to touch that 
facred name. Chrift was perfedly free from fin ; he 
was holy J harmlefs, undefiled^ and fepar ate from Jinners. 
His followers alfo fhall be perfectly free from fin in a 
little time ; ere long they will enter into the pure regions 
of perfeft holinefs, and will drop all their fins, with 
their mortal bodies, into the grave. But this, alas ! is 
not their charafter in the prcfent ftate, but the remains 
of fin ftill cleave to them. Yet, even in the prefent 
ftate, they are labouring after perfeiftion in holinefs. 
Nothing can fatisfy them until they are conformed to 
the image of God's dear Son. They are hourly con- 
fliding with every temptation, and vigoroufly refift-- 
jng every iniquity in its moft alluring forms. And, 
though fin\is. perpetually ftruggling for the maftery, 
and fortietimes in an inadvertent hbur, gets an ad- 
vantage over them, yet, as they are not under the 
law, but under grace, they are affifted with recruits of 
grace, fo that no fin has any habitual dominion over 
them. Rom. vi. 14. Hence they are free from the 
grofs vices of the age, and are men of good morals. 
This is their habitual univerfal charader ; and to pre- 
tend to be chriftians without this requifite, is the 
greateft abfurdity* 

What then fhall we think of the drunken, fwearing,* 
debauched, defrauding, rakifh, profligate, profane chrif- 
tians, that have over-run the chriftian world ? Can 
there be a greater contradiftion ? A loyal fubjeft in 
arms againft his fovereign, an ignorant fcholar, a fober 
drunkard, a charitable mifer, an honeft thief, is not a 
greater abfurdity, or a more direft contradiftion. To 
depart from iniquity is eflential to chi;iftianity,and with- 

Tt out. 
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out It, there can be no fuch thing. There was nothing 
that Chrift was fo remote from as fin ; and therefore 
for thofe that indulge themfelves in it to wear his name, 
is juft as abfurd and ridiculous as for a coward to deno- 
minate himfelf from Alexander the Great, or an illite- 
rate dunce to call himfelf a Newtonian philofophcr* 
Therefore, if you will not renounce iniquity, renounce 
the chriftian name; for you cannot confiftently retain 
both. Alexander had a fellow in his army that was of 
his owri name, but a mere coward. " Either be like 
me," fays Alexander, " or lay afide my name." Ye 
fervants of fin, it is in vain for you to wear the name of 
Chrift, it renders you the more ridiculous, and aggra- 
vates your guilt: you may with as much propriety call 
yourfelves lords, or dukes, or kings, as chriftians, while 
you are fo unlike to Chrift. His name is a farcafm, a 
reproach to you, and you are a fcandal to his name. His 
name is blafphemed among the Gentiles through you. 

2. To be a chriftian is to deny yourfelves and take up 
the crofs, and follow Chrift. Thefe are the terms of 
difciplefhip fixt by Chrift himfelf. He /aid to them all. 
If any man will come after me^ let him deny himfelf and 
take up his crofs daily ^ and follow me. Luke ix. 23. To 
deny ourfelves is to abftain from the pleafures of fin, 
to moderate our fenfual appetites, to deny our own in- 
tereft for the fake of Chrift, and in fliort to facrifice 
every thing inconfiftent with our duty to him, when 
thefe come in competition. To take up our crofs, is 
to bear fufferings, to encounter difficulties, and break 
through them all in imitation of Jefus Chrift, and for 
his fake. To follow him, is to trace his fteps, and imi- 
tate his example, whatever .it coft us. But this obferva- 
tion will coincide with the next head, and therefore I 
now difmifs it. Thefe, firs, and thefe only are the terms, 
if you would be chriftians, or the difciples of Chrift. 
Thefe he honeftly warned mankind of when he firft 
called them to be his difciples. He did not take an 
advantage of them, but let them know beforehand up- 
on what terms they were admitted. He makes this 
/ declaration 
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declaration in the midft of a great crowd, in Luke xiv. 
25, &c. There went a great muilitude with him^ fond of 
becoming his followers: but he turned^ and faid unto 
ibem^ if any man come to me and hate not his father and 
mother y and wife and children^ andfifters^ yea^ and his 
own life alfo^ he cannot be my difciple. By hating is here 
meant a fmaller degree of love, or a co^nparati ve hatred ; 
that is, if we would be Chrift's difciples, we muft b^ 
willing to part with our deareft relations, and even our 
lives, when we cannot retain them confiftently with our 
duty to him. He goes on : Whofoever does not bear his 
crofSj and encounter the greateft fuiferings after my ex-, 
ample, cannot be my difciple. The love of Chrift is the 
ruling paflion of every true chriftian, and for his fake 
he is ready to give up all, and to fufFer all that earth or 
hell can inflift. He muft run all rifks, and cleave to 
his caufe at all adventures. This is the eflential cha^ 
Tafter of every true chriftian^ 

What then fhall we think of thofe crowds among u$ 
who retain the Chriftian name, and yet will not deny 
themfclves of their fenfual pleafures, nor part with their 
temporal intercft for the fake of Chrift ? Who are fb 
far from being willing to lay down their lives, that they 
cannot ftand the force of a laugh or a fneer in the caufe 
of religion, but immediately ftumble and fall away ? 
or, are they Chriftians, whom the commands of Chrift 
cannot reftrain from what their depraved hearts defire } 
No-, a Chriftian, without felf-denial, mortification, and 
a fupreme love to Jefus Chrift, is as great a contra- 
didlion as fire without heat, or a fun without light, an 
hero without courage, or a friend without love. And 
does not this ftrip fome of you of the Chriftian name, 
and prove that you have no title at all to it ? 

3. I have repeatedly obfcrved, that a true Chriftian 
muft be a follower or imitator of Chrift. Beye foU 
lowers of me^ fays St. Paul, as lalfo am of Chrift, i Cor. 
xi. 1. Chrift is the model after whom every Chriftian 
is formed ; for, fays St. Peter, he left us an example that 
f^e fhouli follow hisfteps. i Pet, ii. 21. St. Paul tells 

us. 
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us, that wemuft be conformed to the image of God's dear 
Son, Rom. viii. 29. and that the fame mind mufi bei^ 
us which was alfo in Cbriji Jefus, Phil. ii. 5. •, unlefs 
we partake of his fpirit, and refemble him in prafticc- 
unlefs' we be as he was in the world, we have no right 
to partake of his name. 

Here I would pbferve, that what was miraculous in 
our Lord's conduft, and peculiar to him as the Son df 
God and Mediator, is not a pattern for our imitation, 
but only what was done in obedience to that law of 
God which was common to him and us. His heart 
glowed with love to his Father, he delighted in uni- 
Verfal obedience to him ; it was his meat and his drink 
to do his will, even in the moft painful and felf-denying 
inftances j he abounded in devotion, in prayer, medita- 
tion, fafting, and eyery religious duty. He was alfo full 
of every grace and virtue towards mankind : meek 
and lowly, kind and benevolent, juft and charitable, 
merciful and compaflionate ; a dutiful fon, a loyal fub- 
jeft, a faithful friend, a good matter, and an adlive, 
ufeful, public-fpirited member df fociety. He was 
patient and refigned, and yet undaunted and brave 
tinder fufferings : he had all his appetites and paffions 
under proper government, he was heavenly-minded, 
above this world in heart while he dwelt in it. Bene- 
ficence to the fouls and bodies of men was the bufinefs 
of his life; for he went about doing good. Afts x. 38. 
This is an imperfed: (ketch of his amiable charaAer ; 
and in thefe things every one that deferves to be called 
after his name, does in fome meafure refemble and 
imitate him. This is not only his earneft endeavour, 
but what he aftually attains, though in a much inferior 
degree ; and his impeffedions are the grief of his 
heart. This refemblance and imitation of Chrift is 
cfiential to the very being of a Chriftian, and without 
it, it is a vain pretence. And does your chriftianity, 
iny brethren, ftand this teft ? may one know that you 
belong to Chrift by your living like him, and difco- 
yering the fame temper and fpirit? D& the manners 

of 
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of the divine Maftcr fpread through all his family ; 
and do you (hew that you belong to it by your tem- 
per and conduft ? Alas ! if you muft be denominated 
from hence, would not fome of you with more pro- 
priety be called Epicureans from Epicurus, the fen- 
fual Atheiftic philosopher, or Mammonites from Mam- 
mon, the imaginary god of riches, or Bacchanals from 
Bacchus, the god of wine, than Chriftians from Chrift, 
the moft perfeft pattern of living holinefs and virtue 
that ever was exhibited to the world ? 

If you claim the name of Chriftians, where is that 
ardent devotion, that afFeftionate love to God, that 
zeal for his glory, that alacrity in his fervice, that re- 
iignation to his will, that generous benevolence to man- 
kind^ that zeal to promote their beft interefts, that 
meeknefs and forbearance under ill ufage, that un- 
wearied a<5tivity in doing good to all, that felf-denial 
and heavenly mindednefs which fhone fo confpicuous 
in Chrift, whofe holy name you bear ? Alas ! while 
you are deftitute of thofe graces, and yet wear his 
name, you burlefque it, and turn it into a reproach 
both to him and yourfelves. 

I might add, that the chriftian name is not heredi- 
tary to you by your natural birth, but you muft be 
born anew of the fpirit to entitle you to this new 
name ; that a Chriftian is a Believer, believing in Him 
after whom he is called as his only Saviour and Lord, 
and that he is a true penitent. Repentance was incom- 
patible with Chrift*s charafter, who was perfeftly 
righteous, and had no fin of which to repent-, but it 
is a proper virtue in a finner, without which he cannot 
be a chriftian. On thefe and feveral other particulars 
I might enlarge, but my time will not allow -, I ftiall 
therefore conclude with a few refledtions. 

Firft, You may hence fee that the chriftian charac- 
ter is the higheft, the moft excellent and fublime in 
iall the world : it includes every thing truly great and 
amiable. The chriftian has exalted fentiments of the 
fupreme Being, juft notions of duty, and a proper 
' " temper 
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temper and conduft towards God and man. A chrif^ 
tian is a devout worftiipper of the God of heaven, a 
cheerful obferver of his whole law, and a broken- 
hearted penitent for his imperfeftions. A chriftian is 
a complication of all the amiable and ufeful graces and 
virtues ; temperate and fober, juft, liberal, compaffi. 
pnate and benevolent, humble, meek, gentle, peaceable^ 
and in all things confcientious. A chriftian is a good 
parent, a good child, a good matter, a good fcrvant, 
a good hufband, a good wife, a faithml friend, an 
obliging neighbour, a dutiful fubjeft, a good ruler, a 
zealous patriot, and an honeft ftatefman *, and as far 2$ 
he is fuch, fo far, and no farther, he is a chriftian. And 
can there be a more amiable and excellent charaAer ex- 
hibited to your view? it is an angelic, a divine cha* 
rafter. Let it be your glory and your ambition to wear 
it with a good grace, to wear it fo as to adorn it. 

, To acquire the title of kings and lords is not in your 
power ; to fpread your fame as fcholars, philofophers, 
or heroes, may be beyond your reach •, but here is a 
charafter more excellent, more amiable, more honour- 
able than all thefe, which it is your bufinefs to deferv^ 
and maititain. And bleffed be God, this is a dignity 
which the meaneft among you, which beggars and flaves 
may attain. Let this therefore be an objeft of univerfal 
ambition and purfuit, and let every other name and titla 
be defpifed in comparifon of if. This is the way tp 
rife to true honour in the eftimate of God, angels, and 
good men. What though the anti-chriftian chriftians 
of our age and country ridicule you ? let them confider 
their own abfurd conduft and be afhamed. They think 
it an honour to wear the chriftian name, and yet perfift 
in unchriftian praftices; and who but a fool, with fuch 
palpable contradiftion, would think fo ? A beggar that 
fancies himfelf a king, and trails his rags with the gait 
of majefty, as though they were royal robes, is not fo 
ridiculous as one that will ufurp the chriftian name 
without a chriftian praftice-, and yet fuch chriftians are 
the favourites of the world. To renounce the profef- 

fion 
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fion of chnftianity is barbarous and prophane; to live 
according to that profeffion, and pradife chriftianity, is 
precifenefs and fanaticifm. Can any thing be more pre- 
pofterous ? This is as if one fhould ridicule learning, 
and yet glory in the charafter of a fcholar ; or laugh at 
bravery, and yet celebrate the praifes of heroes. And 
are they fit to judge of the wifdom and propriety, of 
their cenfurcs to be regarded, who fall into fuch an 
abfurdity themfelves ? 

Secondly, Hence you may fee that, if all the profef- 
fors of chriftianity ihould behave in charafter, the reli- 
gion of Chrift would foon appear divine to all mankind, 
and fpread through all nations of the earth. Were 
chriftianity exhibited to the life in all its native and in- 
herent glories, it would be as ncedlefs to offer argu- 
ments to prove it divine, as to prove that the fun is full 
of light : the conviftion would flafh upon all mankind 
by its own intrinfic evidence. Did chriftians exemplify 
the religion they profefs, all the world would imme- 
diately fee that that religion which rendered them fo 
different a people from all the reft of mankind, is indeed 
divine, and every way worthy of univerfal acceptance. 
Then we ftiould have no fuch monfters as Atheifts, 
Deifts, and Infidels in chriftian countries. Then would 
Heathenifm, Mahometifm, and all thefalfe religions in 
the world, fall before the heaven-born religion of Jcfus 
Chrift. Theri it would be fufficient to convince an in- 
fidel juft to bring him into a chriftian country, and let 
him obferve the different face of things there from all 
the world befide. But alas ! 

Thirdly, How different is the chriftian world from 
the chriftian religion ? Who would imagine that they 
who take their name from Chrift have any relation to 
him, if we obferve their fpirit and praAice ? Should a 
ftranger learn chriftianity from what he fees in popifti 
countries, he would conclude it principally confifted in 
bodily aufterities, in worftiipping faints, images, relics, 
and a thoufand trifles, in theatrical fopperies and infig- 

nificant 
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nificant ceremonies, in believing implicitly all the de-; 
terminations of a fallible man as infallibly true, and in 
perfecuting all that differ from them, and fhewing their 
love to their fouls by burning their bodies. In proCeft- 
ant countries, alas ! the face of things is but little bctt^ 
as to good morals and praftical religion. Let us take 
our own cotintry for a fample. Suppofe an Ij^athen or 
Mahometan fhould take a tour through Virginia to 
learn the religion of the inhabitants from their general 
conduft, what would he conclude ? would he not con- 
clude that all the religion of the generality confifted itt 
a few Sunday formalities, and that the reft of the week 
they had nothing to do with God, or any religion, but 
were at liberty to live as they pleafe ? And were he 
told that thcfc were the followers of one Chrift, and 
were of his religion, would he not conclude that he was 
certainly an impoftor, and the minifter of fin? But 
when he came to find that, notwithftanding all this li- 
centioufnefs,they profeffed the pure and holy religion of 
the Bible, how would he be aftonifhed, and pronounce 
them the moft inconfiftent bare-faced hypocrites ! My 
brethren, great and heavy is the guilt that lies upon 
our country on this account. It is a fcandal to the 
chriftian name : it is guilty of confirming the neigh- 
bouring Heathen in their prejudices, and hinders- the 
propagation of chriftianity through the world. O let 
not us be acceflary to this dreadful guilt, but do all we 
can to recommend our religion to univerfal acceptance f 
^I add. 

Fourthly, and laftly, Let us examine whether we 
have any juft title to the chriftian name-, that is, whe- 
ther we are chriftians indeed ; for if we have not the 
thing, to retain the name is the moft inconfiftent folly 
and hypocrify, and will anfwer no end but to aggravate 
our condemnation. A loft chriftian is the moft ftiock- 
ing charaftcr in hell ; and, unlefs you be fuch chrif- 
tians as I have defcribed, it will ere long be your 
charadler. Therefore, be followers of Chrift, imbibe 

his 
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his fpirit, praftifc his precepts, and depart from ini- 
quity, otherwife he will fentence you from him at laft 
ks workers of iniquity, ^nd then will I frofefs unio 
them (they are Chrift*s own words) / never knew yoWy 
depart from me^ ye that work iniquity. Matthew vii. 

23- 



SERMON XIII. 

The Divine Mercy to mourning Penitents. 



JcREMiAH xxxi. 1 8, 19, 20. / havefurely heard Ephraim 
bemoaning himfelf tbus^ Thou haft chaftifed me^ afid I 
was chafiifedy as a bullock unaccujtomed to the yoke : 
turn thou me^ and IJhall be turned j for thou art the 
Lord my God. Surely after that I was turned^ I repented ; 
and after that I was inftruSledy Ifmote upon my thigh : 
I was ajhamedy yea^ even confounded^ becaufe I did bear 
the reproach of my youth. Is Ephraim my dear fon ? is 
he a pleafant child? for Jince I fpake againft hini^ I do 
earneftly remember him ftill: therefore my bowels are 
troubled for him : I will fur ely have mercy upon hinty 
faith the Lord. 

IN thefc words the mourning language of a penitent 
child, fcnfible of ingratitude, and at once defirous 
and afhamed to return, and the tender language of a 
compaffionate father, at once chaftifing, pitying and 
pardoning, are fwcetly blended : and the images are 
fo lively and moving, that, if they were regarded only 
as poetical defcriptions founded upon fiftion, they 
would be irrefiftibly ftriking. But when we confider 
them as the moft important realities, as defcriptive of 
that ingenuous repentance which we muft all feel, and 
of that gracious acceptance we muft all obtain from 
U u God 
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God before we can be happy, what almighty energy 
fhould they have upon us ! how may our hearts diflblve 
within us at the found of fuch pathetic complaints, and 
fuch gracious encouragements ! Hard indeed is that 
heart that can hear thefe penitential drains without be- 
ing melted into the like tender relentings ; and inve- 
terate is that melancholy, incurable is thatdefpondency, 
that can liften to fuch expreflions of fatherly compat 
fion and love, without being cheered and animated. 

This whole chapter had a primary reference to the 
Jews, and fuch of the Ifraelites as might mingle with 
them in their return from the Babylonian captivity. 
As they were enflaved to foreigners, and removed 
from their native land for their fin, fo they could not 
be reftored but upon their repentance. Upon this 
condition only a reftoration was promifcd them, Zw. 
XXVI. 4c — 43. Deut. xxx. i — 16. 

In this chapter we have a prediftion of their re- 
pentance under the heavy chaftifement of feventy years 
captivity, and of their return thereupon to their own 
land. In the text the whole body of penitents ^mong 
them is called by the name of a fingle perfon, Ephraim. 
In the prophetic writings, the kingdom of the ten 
tribes, as diftinguifhed from that of Judah, is fre- 
quently denominated by this name, bccaufe theEphra- 
imites were a principal family among them. And 
fometimes, as here, the name is given to the Jews, 
probably, on account of the great number of Ephra- 
imites mingled with them, efpecially on their return 
from captivity. All tlie penitent Jews are included 
under this fingle name, to intimate their unanimity in 
their repentance i their hearts confented, like the heart 
of one man, to turn to the Lord, from wjiom with 
horrid unanimity they had revolted. This fingle 
name Ephraim alfo renders this paflage more eafily 
applicable to particular penitents in all ages. Every 
one of fuch may infert his own name, inftcad of that 
of Ephraim, and claim the encouragement originally 
given to him. And indcecj this whole paflage is ap- 
plicable 
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plicable to all true penitents. Repenting Ephraim did 
but fpeak the language of every one of you, my bre- 
thren, who is made fenfible of the plague of his own 
heart, aAd turned to the Lord •, and the tender lan- 
guage of forgiving grace to mourning Ephraim is ad- 
dreffed t4 each of you ; and it is with a view to yon 
that I intend to confider this fcripture. 

The text naturally refolves itfelf into three parts, 
as it confifts of three verfes. In the firft verfe we find 
the carelefs, refolute impenitent, reduced by chaftife- 
ment to a fenfe of his danger, and the neceflity of 
turning to God -, and yet fenfible of his utter inability, 
and therefore crying for the attraftive influences of di- 
vine grace. You hear Ephraim bemoaning his wretch- 
ed cafe, and pouring out importunate groans for relief, 
thus : I'hou haft cbaftiftd me^ an4 I was cbaftifedy like a 
bullock unaccuftomed to the yoke^ that ftruggles and 
wearies himfclf in vain to get free from it, and muft 
be broken and tamed with fevere ufage. — " Thus 
** ftubborn and unmanageable have I been 5 and now 
*' when I am convinced of the neceflity of a return to 
^' thee, I feel my obftinate heart reluftate, like a wild 
♦' ox, and I cannot come. I therefore cry to thee for 
*' the attraftive influence of thy grace ;** Turn thou 
me^ and IJhall be turned ; draw me^ and Ift>all run after 
thee. " To whom but to thee fhould I return ? and 
" to whom but to thee fliould I apply for ftrength to 
^' return ? For thou only art the Lord my God, who 
*' can help me, and whom I am under infinite obliga- 
*' tions to ferve."— Thus the awakened finner prayed ; 
and mercy liftened to his cries. The attraftive in- 
fluences of divine grace are granted, and he is enabled 
to return -, which introduces the fccond branch of the 
text in the 19th verfe, in which the new convert is re- 
prefented as reflefting upon the efficacy of converting 
grace, and the glorious change wrought in him by it : 
Surely after that I was turned^ I repented ; and after 
that I was inftruiied^ I fmote upon my thigh : I was 
ajhamed^yea^ even confounded^ becaufe I did bear the re^ 
f roach of my youths "While 
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While the returning prodigal is venting himfclf in 
thefe plantive ftrains in fome Iblitary corner, his hea- 
venly Father's bowels are moving oyer him. The 
third part of the text reprefents the bleffed God liften- 
ing to the cries of his mourning child. 1 hmvefurely 
beard: or, according to the emphafis of thef original, 
hearing I have heard Ephraim bemoaning himfelf: and 
v/hilc Ephraim is going on in his paffionate complaints, 
God as it were interrupts him, and furprifes him with 
the foothing voice of mercy. Is Ephraim my dear fon} 
is he a pleafant child?* furely he is. Or we may un- 
derftand the words thus, as if God fliould fay, " Whofe 
" mourning voice is this I hear ? Is this Ephraim my 
*' dear fon ? Is this my pleafant child, that bemoans 
*' himfelf as a helplefs orphan, or one abandoned by 
" his father ? And can I bear to hear his complaints 
*' without mingling divine confolations with them, and 
" afluring him of pardon ? No ; for fince I fpake againft 
*' him in my threatenings, I do earneftly remember him 
*' ftill:" therefore my bowels are troubled for him -y I will 
furely have mercy upon him, faith the Lord. 

I fhall endeavour to illuftrate each of thefe parts of 
the text, and thus fliall be led to defcribe the prepara- 
tive exercifes, the nature and concomitants of true re- 
pentance; and the tender compaffions of heaven 
towards mourning penitents. 

I. Let us view the returning /inner under his firft 
fpiritual concern, which is generally preparatory to 
evangelical repentance. 

And where fhall we find him ? And what is he do- 
ing ? We Ihall not now find him, as ufual, in a^ 
thoughtlcfs hurry about eartJily things, confining all 
his attention to thefe trifles, and unmindful of the im- 
portani concerns of eternity. We fhall not find him 
merry, inconfiderate, and vain, in a circle of jovial, 
careleis companions j much lefs fhall v/e find him in- 
trepid 

* Though afBrmative interrogations are generally to be underftood 
ns llrrtng negations, yet fcmciimcs they arc to be underftocd afErina ■ 
::Vf?1y. S:e \ Zam.'\\. 27, 28. J':h x;:. 4. 
I 
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trepid and fecure in a courfe of fin, gratifying his 
£efh, and indulging his lufts. In this enchanted road 
the crowd of hardy impenitents pafs fecure and cheer- 
ful down to the chambers of death, but the awaken- 
ed finner flies from it with horror -, or, if his depraved 
heart would tempt him to walk in it, he cannot take 
many fteps before he is fhocked with the horrid ap- 
parition of impending danger. He finds the flatter- 
ing paths of fin haunted with the terrible fpedlres of 
guilt, and the fword of divine vengeance gleams 
bright and dreadful before him, and feems lifted to 
give the fatal blow. You will therefore find the 
awakened finner folitary and folemn, in fome retired 
corner, not deceiving himfdf with vain hopes of fafety 
in his prefent fliate, but alarmed with apprehenfions 
of danger; not planning fchemes for his fecular ad- 
vantage, nor aflcing with fordid anxiety, " Who will 
fliew me any temporal good ?" but folicitous about his 
perifliing foul, and anxipufly enquiring, what Jhdl 1 
do to be faved? He is not congratulating himfelf 
upon the imaginary goodnefs of his heart or life, or 
priding himfelf with fecret wonder in a rich conceit 
of his excellencies, but you will hear him in his for- 
rowful retirement bemoaning, or (as the original fig- 
nifies) condoling himfelf. He fees his cafe to be rea- 
ly awful and fad, and he, as it were, takes up a lamen- 
tation over himfelf. He is no more fenfelefs, hard- 
hearted, and felf- applauding, as he was wont to be •, 
but like a mourning turtle, he bewails himfelf in fuch 
tragical drains .as thefe : " Unhappy creature that I 
am ! into what a deplorable ftate have I brought my- 
felf ! and how long have I continued in it with the in- 
fenfibility of a rock, and the llupidity of a brute ? 
Now I may mourn over my paft neglefted, and un- 
improved days, as fo many deceafed friends, fent in- 
deed from heaven to do me good, but cruelly killed 
by my ungrateful negleft and continued delays as to 
a return to God and holinefs. Fly back, ye abufed 
months and years 5 arife frcm the dead ; reftore me 

your 
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your precious moments again, that I may unraveJ the 
web of life, and form it anew, and that I may im- 
prove the opportunities I have fquandered away. Vain 
and defperate wi(h ! the wheels of time will not re- 
turn, and what fliall I do ? Here I am a guilty obnoxi- 
ous creature, uncertain of life, and unfit to die ; alien- 
ated from God, and incapable (alas ! I may add, un- 
willing) to return a flave to fin, and too feeble to break 
the fetters of inveterate habits ; liable to the arrcft of 
divine juftice, and unable to deliver myfelf; expofed to 
the vengeance of heaven, yet can make no atonement; 
defl:itute of an intereft in Chrift, and uncertain, awfully 
uncertain, whether I fhall ever obtain it. Unhappy 
creature ! How juftly may I take up a lamentation 
over myfelf! Pity me, ye brute creation, that know 
not to fin, and therefore cannot know the mifery of 
my cafe ; and have pity upon me, have pity upon me, 
O ye my friends ! and if thefe guilty lips may dare 
to pronounce thy injui ed name, O thou God of grace 
liave pity upon me ! But alas ! I defervc no pity, for 
how long have I denied to myfelf! Ah! infatuated 
wretch ! why did not I fooner begin to fecure my 
unhappy foul, that has lain all this time neglefted 
and unpitied upon the brink of ruin ! Why did I 
not fooner lay my condition to heart ? Alas, I fhoul4 
have gone on thoughtlefs ftill, had I not been awak- 
ened by the kind feverity, the gracious chaftifement^ 
of my diflionoured Father. 

Thcuhaji chajiifedme. This, as fpoken by Ephraim^ 
had a particular reference to the Babylonifh captivity; 
but we may naturally take occafion from it to fpeak of 
thofe calamities in general, whether outward or in- 
ward, that are made the means of alarming the fecure 
finner. 

Tliere are many v/ays which our heavenly Father 
takes to correct his undutiful children until they return 
to him. Sometimes he kindly takes away their health, 
the abufeci occafion of their wantonnefs and fecurity, 
and reftrains them from their lufts with fetters of afflic- 
tion. 
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tion. This is beautifully defcribcd by Elihu : He is 
chaftened with pain upon bis bed^ and the multitude of 
his bones with Jirong pain j fothat his life abhor reth bready 
and his foul dainty meat. His flejb is confumed away^ 
that it cdhnot be feen^ and his bones ^ that were not feen^ 
Jiick out ; yea J his foul draweth near unto the grave ^ and 
his life unto the dejiroyers. If there be a mefjenger with 
him^ a peculiarfyjiilful interpreter J one among a thoufand^ 
tojhew unto man his uprightnefs^ then he is gracious unto 
him^ andjaithj Deliver him from going down to the pit \ 
— I have found a ranfom. Job xxxiii. 19, &c. Some- 
times God awakens the finner to bethink himfelf, by 
ftripping him of his earthly fupports and comforts, his 
eftate, or his relatives, which drew away his heart 
from eternal things, and thus brings him to fee the 
neceflSty of turning to God, the fountain of blifs, upon 
the failure of the ftreams. Thus he dealt with profli- 
gate Manafleh. 2 Chron. xxxiii. 11, 12, He was 
taken in thorns^ and bound in fetters^ and carried to 
Babylon 5 and when he was in affliSion he befought the 
Lord^ and humbled himfelf greatly before him^ and prayed 
unto him^ &c. Thus alfo God promifcs to do with 
his chofen ; / will caufe you to pafs under my rod^ and 
bring you into the bond of my covenant. Ezek. xx. 37* 
Pfal. Ixxxix. 32. Prov. xxii. 15. xxix. 15. 

But the principal means of correftion which God 
ufes for the end of. return to him is that of confcience; 
and indeed without this all the refl: are in vain. Out- 
ward affliftions are of fervice only as they tend to 
awaken the confcience from its lethargy to a faithful 
difcharge of its truft. It is confcience that makes the 
finner fenfible of his mifery, and fcourges him till he 
return to his duty. This is a chaftifcmcnt the moft 
fevere that human nature can endure. The lafhes of 
a guilty confcience are intolerable -, and fome under 
them have chofen flirangling and death rather than 
life.. The fpirit of a man may bear him up under out- 
ward infirmities ; but when the fpirit itfelf is wound- 
ed, who can bear it? Prov. xviii. 14. Confcience is a 

ferpent 
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ferpcnt in Its breaft, which bites and gnaws his heart; 
and he can no more avoid it than he can fly from him- 
fclf. Its force is fo great and univerfal, that even the 
heathen poet Juvenal, not famous for the delicacy of 
his morals, taught by experience, could fpeak feeling- 
ly of its fecret blows, and of agonizing fweats under 
its tortures.* 

Let not fuch of you as have never been tortured 
with its remorfe, congratulate yourfclves upon your 
happinefs, for you are not innocents ; and therefore 
conscience will not always fleep ; it will not always 
lie torpid and inaAive, like afnake benumed with cold, 
in your breaft. It will awaken you either to your 
converfion or condemnation. Either the fire of God's 
wrath flaming from his law will enliven it in this 
world to fting you with midicinal anguifli ; or the un- 
quenchable fire of his vengeance in the lake of fire and 
brimftone will thaw it into life, and then it will horri- 
bly rage in your breaft, and difi\ife its tormenting por- 
fon through your whole frame : then it wiJJ become a 
never-dying worm, and prey upon your hearts for 
ever. But if you now fuffer it to pain you with falu- 
tary remorfe, and awaken you to a tender fenfibility 
of yonr danger, this inteftine enemy will in the end 
become your bofom friend, will fupport you under 
every calamity, and be your faithful companion and 
guardian through the moft dangerous paths of life. 
Therefore now fubmit to its wholefome feverities, now 
yield to its chaftifements. Such of you as have fub- 
mitted to its authority, and obeyed its faithful admo- 
nitions, find it your beft friend 5 and you now blefe 
the day in v/hich you complied with its demands; 

though 
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Criminibus, tacita fudant praecordia culpa. 

JuvBN. Sat. I. 
■Cur tamen hos tu 
Evafifle putcs, quos diri confcia fafti 
Mens habet aitonitos, & furdo vcrberc caedit, 
Occultum quaticntc animo tortorc flagellum ? 

Id. Sat. XIII. 
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though before divine grace renewed your heart, your 
t^^ills were ftubborn and relucSlant; and you might fay 
with Ephraim, . 

• / was chaJHfed as a bullock unaccujiomed to the yoke -, 
that isj " As a wild young ox^ unbroken from the 
herd, is unmanageable, retufes the yoke, becomes 
outrageous at the whip or goad, and wearies himfelt 
in inefFediial ftruggles to throw off the burden clapt 
upon him^ and regain his favage liberty, and never 
will fubmit until wtaried but, and unable to refift any 
longer; fo has my ftubborn heart, tinaccuftomed to 
obey, refufed the yoke of thy law, O my God, and 
ftruggled with fullen obftinacy under thy chaftifements. 
Inftead of calmly fubmittTng to thy rod, and immedi- 
ately reforming under corredlioh^' inftead of turning 
to thee, and flying to thy arms to avoid the falling 
blov/, I was unyielding and outrageous, like a wild 
bull in a neti Ifairfh li. 26^ . I Wearied myfelf in def- 
perate ftruggles to free myfdf from thy chaftifing hand 3 
or vainly tried to harden myfelf to bear it with obdu- 
rate infenfibility. I tried to break the rod of confci- 
cnce that I might no more grdan under its lafties, and 
my heart reluftated and rebelled againft the gracious 
defign of thy correftion^ which was to bring me back 
to thee my heavenly Father. But now I am wearied 
out, now I am fenfible 1 muft fubmit, or perlfti, and 
that my confcience is too ftrong for me, and muft: 
prevail.'* 

You fee, my brethren, the obftinate reludlance of an 
awakened finnef to return to God. Like a wild young 
bullock, he would range at large, and is impatient of 
the yoke of the law, and the reftraints of confcience. 
He loves his fin and cannot bear to part with it. He 
has no rclifti for the exercifes of devotion and afcetic 
mortification; and therefore will not fubmit to them. 
The way of holinefs is difagreeable to his depraved 
heart, and he will not turn his feet to it. He loves 
to be ftupidly eafy and fcrene in mind, and cannot 
bear to be checked in his purfuit of bufinefs or plea- 

X X furc 
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fure by anxieties of heart, and therefore he is im- 
patient of the honeft warnings of his confciencc, and 
ufes a variety of wretched expedients to lilence its 
Clamorous remonftrances. In (hort, he will do any 
thing, he will turn to any thing rather than turn to 
God. If his confcience will be but fatisfied, he will for- 
falce many of his fins -, he will, like Herod, Mark vi. 
20. do many things, and walk in the whole round of 
outward duties. All this he will do, if his confcience 
will be but bribed by it. But if confcience enlarges 
its demands, and, after he has reformed his life, re- 
quires him to make him a new heart, requires him 
to turn not only from the outward praftice of grofs 
vices, but from the love of all firi ; not only to turn to 
the obfervance of religious duties, but to turn to the 
Lord with all his heart, and furrender himfelf entirely 
to him, and make it the main bufinefs of life to ferve 
him-, if confcience, I fay, carries it^demands thus far, 
he cannot bear it, he ftruggles to throw off the yoke. 
i\nd fome are curfed with horrid fuccefs in the at- 
tempt : they are permitted to reft content in a partial 
reformation, or external religion, as fufficient, and fo 
go down to the grave with a lie in their right hand. 
But the happy foul, on whom divine grace is deter- 
mined to finifli its work in fpite of all oppofition, is 
fafrered to weary itfelf out in a vain refiftance of the 
chaftifements of confcience, till it is obliged t^ yield, 
and fubmit to the yoke. And then with Ephraim it 
will cry, 

Turn thou me^ and I Jljall he turned. This is the 
mourning finner's language, when convinced that he 
muft fubmit and turn to God, and in the mean time 
finds himfeif utterly unable to turn. Many eflays he 
makes to give himfelf to the Lord ; but O ! his heart 
f::irt!5 b:ick, and flirinks away, as though he were 
ruihing into flames, when he is but flying to the 
fy'»nc!c:ii^, embraces of his Father. He ftrives, and 
Lrivc:; to drag it along, but all in vain. And what 
inall ho do in this extremity, but cry, " Lord^ turn 

thou 
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thumCj and I Jhall be turned \ draw m^ and IJIoall 
rm after thee. Work in me to will and to doy and then 
I fljall work out my own falvation I Lord, thougli I 
am fenfible of the neceffity of turning to thee, though 
I exert my feeble ftrength in many a languid effort to 
come, yet I cannot ; I cannot fo much 31$ creep towards 
thee, though I ftiould die on the fpot. Not only thy 
word, but my own experience now convinces me that 
I cannot coipie unto thee, unlefs thou draw me. John 
vi. 44. Others vainly boaft of their imaginary power, 
as though, when they fet themfelves about it they 
could perform fome great achievements. Thus I 
once flattered myfejf, but now, when I am moft 
capable of judging, that is, when I cpme to the trial, 
all my boafl:s are humbled. Here I lie, an helplefs 
creature, unable to go to the phyfician, unable to 
accept of pardpn and life on the eafy terms of the 
gofpoJ, and unable to free myfelf from the bondage of 
fin : and thus 1 niuft lie for ever, unlefs that God 
from whom I have revolted, draws me back to him- 
felf. Turn me, Q thou that haft the hearts of all 
men in thy hands, and canft turn them whitherfoever 
thou pleafeft, turn me ; and then, weak and reludant 
as I am, I {h^-U be turned ; this backward heart will 
yield to the almighty attraction of thy grace. 

" Here am I as paffive clay in the hand of the 
potter i incapable to fafhion myfelf into a veflel fit for 
thy houfe; but thou canft form me as thou pleafeft. 
This hard and ftubborn heart will be duftile and plia- 
ble to thine irrefiftible power.'* Thus you fee the 
awakened finner is driven to earneft prayer in his ex- 
igence. Never did a drowning man call for help, or a 
condemned malefador plead for pardon with more fin- 
cerity and ardour^ If the finner had neglefted prayer 
all his life before, now fee flies to it as the only ex- 
pedient left, or if he formerly fan it over in a c^relcfs 
unthinking manner, a$ an infigpificant form, now he 
exerts all the importunity of his foul ; now h^ prays as 
i'oj: his life, and cannot reft tiU his cjefires are anfwered . 
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The firmer ventures to enforce his petition by plead- 
ing his relation to God ; Turn mc^—for thou nrt the 
Lord my God. There is a fenfe in which a finner in 
his unregenerate ftate cannot call God his God -, that 
is, he cannot claim a fpecial intereft in him as his 
portion, nor cry " Abba, Father,** with the fpirit of 
adoption, as reconciled to God. But even an unre- 
generate finner may call him my God in other fenfes ; 
he is his God by right, that is, though he has idoh- 
troufly yielded himfelf to other gods, yet by right 
he fliould have acknowledged him only. He is his 
God, as that name denotes authority and power, to 
which all fhould be fiibjeft : his God, as he would now 
choofe him to be his God, his portion and his all, 
which is implied in turning to him -, he is his God by 
anticipation and hope, as upon his turning to him he 
will become his reconciled God in covenant •, and he 
is his God by outward profeffion and vifible relation. 
The force of this argument to urge his petition for 
converting grace, niay be viewed in various lights. 

It may be underftood thus : " Turn thou me, for 
thou only, who art the Lord of the UQiverfe, and haft 
all the creation at thy controul ; thou only, who art my 
God and ruler, and in whofe hand my heart is, art able 
to turn fo obftinate a creature. In vain do I feek for 
help elfewhere. Not all the means upon earth, not 
all the perfuafions, exortations, invitations, and ter- 
rors th^t can be ufed with me, can turn this heart; 
it is a work becoming the Lord God Almighty, and 
it is thou alone canft efFed it.'* 

Or we may underftand the plea thus : '^ Turn thou 
zne, and I fhall turn to thee •, to thee who art the 
Lord my God, and to whom I am under the moft 
facred 'obligations to return. I would rcfign thine 
own right to thee; I would fubmit to thee who alone 
haft a juft claim to me as thy fervant." 

Or the words may be underftood as an abjuration 
of ail the idol-lufts to which the finner was enflaved 
before, ^^ I will turn to thee 5 for to whom lliould I 

turn 
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turn but to the Lord my God ? What have I to do 
any more with idols? Hofca xiv. 8. Why fhould I any 
longer fubmit to other Lords, who have no right to 
jne ? I would renounce them all j I would throw off 
all fubjedion to them, and avouch thee alone for the 
Lord my God.'* Thus the Jews renounced their 
falfe gods upon their return from Babylon. 

Or we may underftand the words as an encourage- 
ment to hope for converting grace, fincc it is afked 
from a God of infinite power and goodnefe* " Though 
f have moft grievoufly offended, and had I done the 
thoufandth part fo much againft my fellow creatures, 
I could never expe<5t a favourable admiflioft into th^ir 
prefence ; yet I -dare a{k fo great a favour of thee, 
tor thou art God, and not man : thy power and thy 
grace are all divine, fuch as become a God. I there- 
fore dare to hope for that from thy hands, which I 
i=night*defpair of from ^11 the univerfe of beings be- 
fides." 

Or. finally, the paflage may be looked upon as a 
plea drawn from the finner's external relation to God, 
as a member of his vifible church, and as dedicated 
to him. -f' Turn me, gnd I will turn to thee, whofe 
name I bear, and to whom I have been early devoted. 
I would now of my own choice acknowledge the God 
of my fathers, and return to the guide of my youth. 
And, firjce thou haft honoured me with a place in thy 
vifible church, I hunibly hope thou wilt not rejeft me- 
now, w4ien I would fincerely confecrate myfclf to thee, 
and become thy fervant in reality, as well as in ap- 
pearance.*' In this fenfe the plea might be ufed with 
peculiar propriety by the Jews, who had been nationally 
adopted as the peculiar people of God. 

In whatever fenfe we underftand the words, they 
convey to us this important truth, that the awakened 
finner is obliged to take all his encouragement from 
God, and not from himfelf.- All his truft is in the 
divine mercy, and he is brought to an happy felft-' 
defpair. * 

Having 
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Having viewed Ephraim uncfcr the preparatory 
work of legal convidion, and the dawn of evangelical 
repentance, let us view him, 

II. As refle^fcing upon the furprifing efficacy of 
grace lie had fuught, and which was beftowed upon 
nim in anfwcr to his prayer. 

We left him juft now crying, Tum thou me^ and I 
Jhall be turned -^ here we find him adually turned. Surely 
after that 1 was turned^ I repented. When the Lord 
exerts his power to fubdue the ftubbornnefs of the (in- 
ner, and fv/ectly to allure him to himfelf, then the fin- 
ner repents ; then his Jieart diflblves in ingenuous dif- 
interefted relenlings. His forrow and concern before 
converfion are forced and mercenary ; they are occa- 
fioned only by a felfifh fear of puniftiment, and he would 
\villingiy get rid of them, but now his grief is free and 
fpontaneous •, it flows from his heart as freely as ftreams 
from a fountain \ and he takes pleafure in tender relent- 
ings before the Lord for his fin; he delights to be 
humble, an-.l to feel his heart diflblve within him. An 
heart of i-iCili, foft and fufceptive of impreflions, is Jiis 
choice, ajid a ftony infenfible heart his grcateft burden; 
the more penitent the more happy, and the more fenfe- 
lefs, the more miferable he finds himfelf Now alfo his 
heart 13 adluated with a generous concern for the glory 
of God ; and he fees the horrid evil of fin as contrary 
to the hoiinefs of God, and an ungrateful requital of 
his uninterrupted beneficence. 

We learn from this pafl:ige, that the true penitent 
is fenfibje of a mighty turn in his temper and inclina- 
tions, '.urcly after that I was titrneJ, I repented. His 
whole fou! IS turned from what he formerly delighted 
in, and turnel to what he had no relifli for before. 
Particuiaily his thoughts, his wili, and afFedtions are 
turned to God •, there is an heavenly bias communicat- 
ed to them which draws them to hoiinefs, like the law 
of gravitation in the material world. There is indeed 
a new turn given to his outward praftice ^ the world 
may in fonie meafure fee that he is a nQ\y man j but 
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fhfe fe not all; the firft fplring that turns all the wheels 
of thef foul and aftions bf lite is the heart, and this is 
firft fet fight. The change within is as evident as that 
wfthotrt, could our eyes penetrate the heart. In fhort. 
If any man be in Chrtft^ he is throughout a new creature ; 
old things are fajjed awaVj and behold^ all things are 
become new. 

Apply this touchftone to your hearts, my brethren, 
and fee if they will ftand the teft. 

The penitent proceeds, After that I was ivftniSedy I 
fmote upon my thigh. The fame grace that turns him 
does alfo inftrud: him ; nay, it is by difcovering to 
him the beauty of holinefs, and the glory of God in 
the face of Jefus Chrift, that it draws him. He is 
brought out of darknefs into marvellous and aftpnifti- 
ing light, that furprifes him with new difcoveries of 
things : he is inftrudted particularly, as to the necef- 
fity of turning to God, as to the horrid ingratitude, 
vilenefs, and deformity of fin, and as to his folly and 
wickednefs in continuing fo long alienated from God. 
By the way, have you ever been let into thefe fecrets, 
my hearers ? And when inftrufted in thefe, 

" He fmites upon his thigh.'* This gefture denotes 
confternation and amazement ; and nature direfts us 
thus to exprefs thefe paffions. Ezekiel Ls enjoined to 
ufe this gefture as a prophetic aftion fignifying the 
horror and aftonifhment of his mind. Ezekiel xxi. 12. 
This aftion, therefore, of the penitent, intimates what 
confternation and amazement he is caft into, when thefe 
nev/ difcoveries flafli upon his foul. He ftands amazed 
at himfelf. He is ftruck with horror to think what an 
ungrateful, ignorant, ftupid wretch He has been all 
iiis life till this happy moment. " Alas ! what have I 
been doing ? abufing all my Ays in ruining my own 
foul, and diftionouring the God of all my mercies ! 
contentedly eftranged from him, and not feeking to 
return ! Where were my eyes, that I never before 
faw the horrid evil of my cpnduft, and the (hocking 
deformity of fin, which now opens to me in all It* 
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hideous colours ! Amazing ! that divine vengeance 
has not broken otit upon me before now ! Can it bo 
that I am yet alive ! in the land of hope too ! yea,- 
alive, an humble pardoned penitent ! Let heaven and 
earth wonder at this, for furely the fun never flione 
upon a wretch fo undeferving ! fo great a monument 
of mercy !" 

The pardoned penitent proceeds,—/ was djbamedy 
yeay even confounded^ becaufe I did bear ibe repn$acb of 
my youth. We are aftiamed when we are caught in a 
mean, bafe and fcandalous aftion ; we blufh, and are 
confounded, and know not where to look, or what to 
fay. Thus the penitent is heartily afhamed of him- 
felf, when he refleds upon the fordid difpofitions he 
has indulged, and the bafe and fcahdalous aftions he 
has committed. He blufhes at his own infpeftion; he 
is confounded at his own tribunal. He appears to 
himfelf, a mean, bafe, contemptible wretch ; and, 
though the world may honour him, he loaths hinf^felf^ 
as viler than the earth he treads on -, and is feeretly 
afhamed to fee the face of man. And how th^n /hall 
he appear before God ? how fhall he hold up his face 
in the prefence of his injured Father ? He comes t(^ 
him afhamed, and covering his head. He knows not 
what to fay fo him ; he knows not how to look him 
in the face, but he falls down abafhed and confounded 
at his feet. Thus was penitent Ezra afhamed before 
God. He fell upon his knees, and lifted up his hands 
(his eyes, like the publican, hedurfl not hft up) unto 
the heavens, and he fays, O my God^ I am afi>amed^ and 
blufh to lift up my face to thee^ my God -, for our iniqui^ 
ties are increafed over our heads^ and our trefpafjes are 
grown up unto the heavens. — And now^ O our Godf 
zvhat Jhall we fay after*this ? for we have broken thy 
com7nandr/ients. Ezra ix. 5 — 10. Thus it was foretold 
concerning the repenting Je\ys. Then thou Jhalt re- 
member thy evil ways and be afhamed. Tboufhalt be con- 
founded^ and never open thy mouth any more^ becaufe of 
thy/Jjamc, E?ek. xvi. 61, 6'^, There is good reafon 

for 
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for this confcioiis (hamc, and therefore it is enjoined 
as a duty : Noi for your fakes do I this unto you^ faith 
Phe Lord God, be it known unto you : be afhamed and 
confounded for your own ways, houje of Ifrael. Ezek. 
xxxvi. 32. 

And IV hat is the caufe of this Ihame in the mourn- 
ing penitent ? " O (fays he) it is becaufe I bear the 
reproach of my youth. ^* " I carry upon me (as the origi- 
nal word fignifies) the brand of infamy. My youth, 
alas ! was fpent in a thoughtlcfs negled of God and 
the duties I owed him •, tny vigorous days were wafted 
in fenfual extravagances, and gratifying my criminal 
inclinations. My prime of life, which fhould have 
been facred to the Author of my exiftence, was fpent 
rn rebellion againft him. Alas I my firft thoughts, 
my virgin-love, did not afpire to him ; nor did my 
young defires, as foon as fledgedj wing their flight 
to heaven. In (hort, the temper of my heart, and 
my courfe of life, from the firft exercifes of reafon 
to this happy hour of my converfion, w^re a dif- 
grace to my rational nature 5 I have degraded myfelf 
beneath the beafts that perifh." Behold, I am vile! I 
hath and abhor myfelf for all my filthinefs and abomina^ 
tions. Ezek. xxxvi. 31. " And how amazing the 
grace of God, to honour fo bafe a wretch with a place 
among the children of his love !" 

Thus I have delineated the heart of penitent 
Ephraim 5 and let me affc you my brethren, is this 
ydur pi6ture ? Have you ever felt fuch ingenuous re- 
lentings, fuch juft confternation, fuch holy fhame and 
eonfufion ? There can be no tranfition from nature to 
grace without previous concern, 8e:c. You all bear 
the reproach of that youth, you have all fpent fome 
unhappy days in the fcandalous ways of fin, and your 
confciences ftill bear the brand, of infamy. And have 
you ever been ^nade deeply fenfible of it ? Has God 
ever heard you bemoaning yourfelves thus in fbmc 
mournful folitude, " Thou haft chaftifed me, and I 
was chaftifed, as a bullock unaccuftomed to the yoke.'* 

Yy I? 
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Is there any fuch mourner here this day ? then liften 
to the gracious voice of your heavenly Father, while, 

III. I am illuftrating the laft, the fweeteft part of 
the text, which exprefles the tender compaffion of God 
towards mourning penitents. 

While they are bemoaning their cafe, and confcious 
that they do not deferve one look of love from God, 
he is reprefented as attentively liftening to catch the 
firft penitential groan that breaks from their hearts. 
Ephraim, in the depth of his defpondency, probably 
did hardly hope that God took any notice of his fecrct 
forrows, which he fupprefled as much as poflible from 
the public view : but God heard him, God was watch- 
ing to hear the firft mournful cry, and he repeats all 
his complaints, to let him know (after the manner of 
men) what particular notice he had taken of them. 
" I have furely heard^ or hearing I have heard ;*• that 
is, " I have attentively heard Ephraim bemoaning 
himfelf thus.'' 

What ftrong confolation may this give to defpond- 
ing mourners, who think themfelves neglefted by that 
God to whom they are pouring out their weeping fup- 
plications ! He hears your fecret groans, he courts 
your fighs, and puts your tears into his bottle. His 
eyes penetrate all the fecrets of your heart, and he 
obferves all their feeble ftruggles to turn to himfelf j 
and he beholds you not as an unconcerned fpeftator, 
but with all the tender emotions of fatherly compaf- 
fion: for. 

While he is liftening to Ephraim's mounful com- 
plaints, he abruptly breaks in upon him, and fweetly 
furprifes him with the warmeft declarations of pity 
and grace. " Is this Ephraim, my dear fon, whofe 
mourning voice I hear ? Is this my plcafant child, or 
(as it might be rendered) the child of my delights, 
who thus wounds my ear with his heart-rending 
groans ?" What ftrange language this to an ungrate- 
ful, unyielding rebel, that continued obftinate till he 
v/as w<earied out j that would not turn till drawn •, that 

deferved 
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defcrvcd to fall a viftim to juftice ! This is the Ian-, 
guage of compaffion all divine, of grace that becomes 
g, God. 

This paflage contains a moft encouraging truth, 
that, however vile and abandoned a finner has been, 
yet, upon his repentance, lie becomes God's dear fon, 
his favourite child. He will, from that moment re- 
gard him, provide for him, proteft him, and bring 
him to his heavenly inheritance, as his fon and heir 5 
for Neither deaths nor life^nor angels^ nor principalities^ 
nor powersy nor things prefenty nor things to come^ &c. 
Rom. viii. 38. &c. Jhallfeparate him from his Father^ s 
love ; hut be Jhall inherit all things. Rev. xxi. 7. Yea, 
all things are h^s already in title, and he fhall be made 
greater than the kings of the earth \ he fhall be made 
fuch as becomes fo dignified a relation as that of a Son 
to the King of kings and Lord of lords. 

And is not this magnet fufEcicnt to attradl all this 
aflembly to their Father's houfe ? Can you refift the 
almighty energy of fuch compafllon? Return, ye 
perifhing prodigals ! Return ; though you hzwt finned 
againji Heaven^ and before your father ^ and are no more 
worthy to be called his fons^ yet return, and you fhall 
be made his dear fons, his pleafant children. 

Are none of you in need of fuch flrong confolation 
as this ? Do you .want encouragement to return, and 
are you ready to fpring up and run to your father's 
arms, upon the firft aflurance of acceptance ? If this 
be what you want, you have an abundance for your 
fupply. Are all your fouls then in motion to return ? 
Docs that eye which darts through the whole crea- 
tion at once, now behold your hearts moving towards 
God ? Or am I wafting thcfe gracious encouragements 
upon fliipid creatures, void of fenfation, that do not 
care for them, or that are fo conceited of their own 
worth, as not to need them ? If fo, I retracft thefe 
confolations, with refpeft to you, and fhall prefently 
tell you your doom. But let us farther purfue thefc 
melting ftrains of paternal pity. 

*^ For 
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*' For fince I fpake againft him, I do earneft]y re«» 
member him ftill." Many and dreadful were the 
threatenings denounced againft the finner, while im» 
penitent; and, had he continued impenitent, the)r 
"Would certainly have been executed upon him.-*-But 
the primary and immediate defign of the threatenings 
are to make men happy, and not to make them mifc- 
Table ; they are defigncd to deter them from difobe* 
dience, which is naturally produftive of mifery, or 
to reclaim them from it, which is but to reftrain them 
in their career to ruin. And confequently thefe threat- 
enings proceed from love as well as the promifes of 
our God, from love to the pcrfon, though from ha* 
tred to fin. So the fame love which prompts a parent 
to promife a reward to his fon for obedience, will 
prompt him alfo to threaten him, if he takes fome 
dangerous weapon to play with : or, to choofe a more 
pertinent illuftration, for God is the moral ruler as 
well as father of the rational world ; the fame regard 
to the public weal, which induces a lawgiver to annex 
a reward to obedience, will alfo prompt him to add 
penalties to his law to deter from difobedience •, and 
his immediate defign is not to make any of his fub- 
jeAs mlferable, but to keep them from making them- 
ielves and others miferable by difobedience •, though, 
v/hen the threatening is once denounced, it is neceflary 
it fliould be executed, to vindicate the veracity of the 
lawgiver, and fecure his government from infult and 
contempt. Thus when the primary end of the divine 
threatenings, namely, the deterring and reclaiming 
men from difobedience is not obtained, then it becomes 
neceflary that they fhould be executed upon the impe- 
nitent in all their dreadful extent -, but when the finner 
is brought to repentance, and to fubmit to the divine 
government, then all thefe threatenings arc repealed, 
and they fliall not hurt one hair of his head. And 
the finner himfelf will acknowledge that thefe threaten- 
ings proved neceflary mercies to him, and that the 
denunciation of everlafting punifliment WuS one means 

o.f 
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of bringing him to everlafting happinefs, and that 
fiivinc vengeance in this fcnfe confpired with divine 
grace to fave him. 

Confider this, ye defponding penitents, and allay 
your terrors. That God, who has written fuch bitter 
things againft you in his word, carneftly and afFeftion- 
ately remembers you ftill, and it was with a kind intent 
to you that he thundered out thefe terrors at which 
you tremble. Thefe acids, this bitter phyfic, were 
neceflary for your recovery. Thefe coals of fire were 
neceflary to awaken you out of your lethargy. There- 
fore read the love of your Father, even in thefe fo- 
lemn warnings. He afFeftionately remembers you 
ftill -, he cannot put you out of his thoughts. 

Therefore my bowels (adds the all-gracious Jehovah) 
are troubled for him, Aftonifhing beyond conception ! 
How can we bear up under fuch words as thefe? 
Surely they muft break our hearts, and overwhelm our 
fpirits ! Here is the great God, who has millions of 
fuperior beings to ferve him, and who is abfolutely in- 
dependent upon them all, troubled, his very bowels 
troubled, for a rebellious, ufelefs, trifling worm ! Be 
aftonifhed at this, ye angels of light, who are the 
witnefles of fuch amazing, fuch unbounded compaf- 
fion ! and wonder at it, O ye fons of men, who are 
more intimately concerned in it, ftand and adore, as 
It were, in ftatues of admiration ! It is true thefe 
words are not to be taken literally, as though the 
Deity were capable of forrow, or any of the human 
paffions \ but he here condefcends to adapt himfelf to 
the language of mortals, and to borrow fuch images 
as will convey to us the moft lively ideas of his grace 
and tendernefs to mourning penitents ; and no image 
can anfwer this end better than that of a Father, whofe 
bowels are yearning over his mourning child, proflrate 
at his feet, and who, with eager embraces, raifes him 
up, afluring him of pardon and acceptance. If any 
of you know what it is to receive a penitent child in 
this manner, while all the father is tenderly working 

within 
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within you, you may formfome afFeftirig ideas of the 
readinefs of our heavenly Father to^ receive returning 
finners from this tender illuftration. 

The Lord concludes this moving fpeech with a 
promife that includes in it mbre than we can afk or 
think, fealed with his own facred name. Iwillfurelf 
have mercy J or (according to the more emphatical ori^ 
ginal) with Mercy, / will have mercy upon him^ faith 
the Lord: that is, I will ftiew abundant mercy to him, 
I will give him all the bleflings that infinite mercy cao 
beftow ; and what can be needed more ? This pro- 
mife includes pardon, acceptance, fandification, joy in 
the Holy Ghoft, peace of confcience, and immortal 
life and glory in the future world. O firs ! what a 
God, what a Father is this ! Who is a God like mtQ 
fbeCy that pardoneth iniquity^ &c. Micah vii. 1 8. 

And can you, ye mourners in Zion, can you fear a 
rejeftion from fuch a tender Father ? Can you dread 
to venture upon fuch abundant mercies ? Is there a 
mourning Ephraim in this aflembly ? I may call you, 
as God did Adam, Ephraim^ where art thou ? Let the 
word of God find you out, and force a little encou- 
ragement upon you : your heavenly Father, whofe an- 
gry hand you fear, is liftening to your groans, and 
will meafure you out a mercy for every groan, a blef- 
fing for every figh, a drop, a draught of confolation, 
for every tear. His bowels are moving over you, and 
he addrefTes you in fuch language as this, *' Is this my 
dear fon } is this my pleafant child V^ &c. 

And as to you, ye hardy impenitents, ye abandon- 
ed profligates, ye carelefs formalifls, ye almoft chrifr 
tians, can you hear thefe things, and not begin now 
to relent ? Do you not find your frozen hearts begin 
to thaw within you ? Can you refifl fuch alluring 
grace ? Can you bear the thoughts of continuing ene- 
mies to fo good, fo forgiving a Father ? Does not 
Ephraim^s petition now rife in your hearts, Turn thou 
me, and IJhallbe turned? then I congratulate you upon 
this happy day ; you are this day become God's dear 
fons, the children of his delights, &c. Is 
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Is there a wretch fo fenfelefs, fo wicked, fo aban* 
doned, as to refufe to return ? Where art thou, hardy 
rebel ? Stand forth, and meet the terrors of thy doom. 
To thee I muft change my voice, and, inftead of re- 
prefenting the tender compaffions of a father, muft 
denounce the terrors of an angry judge. Thy doom 
is declared and fixt by the* fame lips that fpeak to pe- 
nitents in fuch encouraging ftrains ; by thofe gracious 
lips that never uttered an harfti cenfure. God is angry 
with thee every day. Pfalm vii. 11. Except thou re^ 
penteft^ thou Jhalt furely perijh. Lukexiii. 3. The ex- 
ample of Chrift authorifes me to repeat it again ; Ex- 
cept thou repemejij thou Jbalt furely peri/h^ ver. 5. The 
God that made thee will deftroy thee ; and he that formed 
thee willjhew thee no favour. Ifai. xxvi. 11. Thou art 
treafuring up wrath in horrid affluence againjl the day 
of wrath. Rom. ii. 5. God is jealous^ and revengeth *y 
the Lord revengeth^ and is furious ; the Lord will take 
vengeance on his adverfaries •, and he referveth wrath for 
his enemies. The mountains quake at him : the hills melt ; 
the earth is burnt at his prefence ; yea^ the worlds and 
they that dwell therein. Who can ft and before his indig- 
nation? Who can endure in the fiercenefs of his anger? 
His fury is poured out like fir e^ and the rocks are thrown 
down by him. Nahum i. 2 — 6. Thefe flaming thun- 
der-bolts, finner, are aimed at thy heart, and, if thou 
canft harden thyfelf againft their terror, let me read 
thee thy doom before we part. You have it pronounc- 
ed by God himfelf in Deuteronomy, the twenty-ninth 
chapter, at the nineteenth and following verfes. If it 
come to pafs that when he heareth the words of this curfe^ 
that he blefs himfelf in his hearty faying^ I /hall have 
peace J though I walk in the imagination of my heart-^ 
The Lord will not fpare him ; but then the anger of the 
Lord and his jealoufy fhall fmoke againft that man^ and 
all the curfes that are written in this book fhall lie upon 
him, and the Lord fhall blot out his name from under hea- 
ven ; and the Lord fhall feparate him unto evil out of all 
the tribes of Ifraely according to all the curfes of the co- 
venant 
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venant that are written in this book of the li^v. And 
now finner, if thou canft return home careleft and 
fcnfelefs with this heavy curfe upon thee, cxpeft not a 
word of comfort, expedb no blefling till thou art madd 
truly penitent ; for " how fhall I blefs whom God has 
not bleflcd?" The minifterial blefling falls upon one 
on thy right hand, and one on thy left, but it lights 
not upon thee. The curfe is thy lot, and this mufl; 
thou have at the hand of God, if thou continuefl: har- 
dened and infolent in fin. Thou muft lie down in for^ 
row. Ifai. L li, Confider tbisy all ye that forget Godi 
left be tear you in pieces y and there be none to deliver.^ 
Pfalm 1. 22. 



SERMON XIV. 

Chrift precious to all true Believers* 



I Peter li. 7. Unto you therefore which believe^ He 
is precious** 

YES -, blefled be God ! though a great part of the 
creation is difafFefted to Jefus Chrift ; though 
fallen fpirits, both in flefh and without flefh, both 
upon earth and in hell, negleft him, or profefs them- 
felvcs open enemies to him^ yet he is precious •, pre- 
cious, not only in himfelf, not only to his Father, not 
only to the choirs of Heaven, who beheld his full 
glory without a veil, but precious to fome even in our 
gulity world -, precious to a fort of perfons of our fin- 
ful race, who make no great figure in mortal eyes, 
who have no idea of their own goodnefs, who are 
mean, unworthy creatures in their own view, and whd 
are generally dcfpicable in the view of others j I mean, 

hQ 

* Or frtcloufnefs in the abilradl, ri/xi}. 
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he is precious to all true believers. And, though they 
are but few comparatively in our world; though there 
are, I am afraid, but few additions made to them 
from among us ; yet, blcfled be- God, there are (omt 
believers even upon our guilty globe ; and, I doubt 
not, but I am now fpeaking to fome fuch. 

My believing brethren (if I may venture to claim 
kindred with you) I am now entering upoh a defign, 
which I know you have much at heart ; and that is, 
to make the bleflcd Jefus more precious to you, and, 
if poffible, to recommend him to the affeftions of the 
crowd that negledl him* You know, alas ! you love 
him but little; but very little, compared to his infi- 
nite excellency and your obligations to him ; and you 
know that multitudes love him' not at all. Whatever 
they profefs^ their praftice, fhews that theit* carnal 
minds is enmity againft him. This you often fee, 
and the fight aflFeils your hearts* It deeply afFecfl-s 
you to think fo much excellency (hould be neglefted 
and defpifedj and fo much love meet with fuch bafe 
returns of ingratitude. And yoU cannot but pity your* 
poor fellow-finners, that they are fo blind to tht 
brighteft glory and their own higheft intereft, and 
that they mould perifti, through wilful negleft of their 
deliverer *, perifli, as it were, within reach of the hand 
ftretched out to fave them. This is indeed a very af- 
fecfling, very lamentable, and alas! a very common 
fight. And will you not then bid me God fpeed this 
day in my attempt to recommend this precious, though 
hegleftedj Jefus ? Will you not contribute your fhare 
towards my fuccefs in fo pious and benevolent a defign 
by your earneft prayers? Now, (hall not the inter- 
ceding figh rife to Heaven from every heart, and every 
foul be caft into a praying pofture ? I jfhall hope to 
difcharge niy duty with more comfort and advantage, 
if you afFord me this afl5fl:ance. And furely fuch of 
you cannot' deny me this aid, who defire that Jefus 
•may become ftill more precious to your own hearts, 

Z z and 
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and that he niay be the obje<a of univerfal love from 
all the fons of men, who are now difafFeded to him ! 

^0 you that believe^ be is precious — He?— Who? 
Is it Mammon, the God of the world ? Is it plea- 
fure, or honour ? No ; none of thefe is the darling 
of the believing heart. But it is he who is the uppcr- 
moft in every pious heart-, he, who is firft in the 
thoughts and affeftions ; he, whom every friend of 
liis muft know, even without a name ; if it be but 
faid of him, he is precious, this is enough to diftin- 
guifh him from all others. " If it be he the apoftle 
** means, may every believer fay, who is moft preci- 
" ous to my foul, then I can eafily point him out, 
*' though without a name. It muft be Jefus, for O I 
*' it is he that is moft precious to me." The connec- 
tion alfo of the text direfts us to the fame perfon. It 
is he the apoftle means, whom he had juft defcribcd 
as a living ftone, chofen of God, and the precious j 
the chief corner-ftone, the great foundation of the 
church, that fpirltual temple of God, fo ftately and 
glorious, and reaching from earth to heaven ; it is this 
precious ftone, this heavenly jewel, that is precious 
to believers. 

" To you that believe^ he is precious •," i. e. He is 
highly valued by you. You efteem him one of infi- 
nite worth, and he has the higheft place in your affec- 
tions, lie is dearer to your hearts than all other pcr- 
fons and things. The word r*fAi} requires a ftill ftronger 
tranflation : " To you that believe, he is precioufnefs •,** 
precioufnefs in the abftrafl: -, all precioufnefs, and no- 
thing but precioufnefs-, a precious ftone without one 
blemiftis Or it may be tranflated with a little varia- 
tion, " To you that believe, he is honour." It con- 
fers the higheft honour upon you to be related to him; 
and you efteem it your higheft honour to fuftain that 
relation. Though Jefus and his crofs are names of 
reproach in the unbelieving world, you glory in them, 
and they refled a real glory upon you. Or, " To 

" you 
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** you that believe, there is honour.*'* Honour is 
now conferred upon you in your being built as living 
ftones in the temple of God upon this precious founda-- 
tion ; ajid honour is referved for you in heaven, where 
the crown of righteoufnefs awaits you. 

" To you which believe, he is precious -,'* that is 
to fay, the value of this precious ftone is, alas ! un- 
known to the crowd. It is fo far from being precious, 
that it is a ftone of (tumbling, and a rock of offence; 
a ftone difallowed of men (v. 4.) rejefted even by the 
builders (v. 7.) •, but you believers, ye happy few, 
have another eftimate of it. Faith enables you to fee 
the glories of the blefled Jefus-, and, when you know 
him through this medium, you cannot but love him. 
The blind world negleft the Lord of Glory, becaufe 
they known him not : but you believers know him, 
and therefore to you he is precious. Faith prefents 
him to your view in a juft light, and direds you to 
form a proper eftimate of him. It is truly lamenta- 
ble that fuch real excellency ftiould be defpifed ; but 
fo it will be with the world till they believe. The 
mere fpeculative recommendation of their reafon, the 
prepoffeflions of education in his favour, and the beft 
human means, are notfufficient to render Jefus precious 
to them. Nothing but faving faith can effeft this. 

To you therefore which believe^ he is precious. The 
illative particle therefore ftiews this paflage is an infer- 
ence from what went before •, and the reafoning feems 
to be this : " This ftone is precious to God, therefore 
it is precious to you that believe. You have the fame 
eftimate of Jefus Chrift which God the Father has ; 
and for that very reafon he is precious to you, becaufe 
he is precious to him.'* That this is the connexion, 
will appear if you look back to the 4th and 6th verfes -, 
where you find Jefus defcribed as " a chief corner- 
ftone, laid in Zion, eledl or chofen, and precious—^ 
difallowed indeed of men, but chofen of God, and 

precious." 

* The pronoan he, is not in the original 5 but the palTage reads 
^hus : To you «wko believe^ honour^ 
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precious.*'* Men wickedly difapprove this ftone, 
and even many of the profefTed builders of his church 
rejed him. This, fays theapoftle, muft be granted. 
But this is no objeftion to his real worth. I^ is pre- 
cious to God, who knows him beft, and who is a per- 
fe<ft judge of real excellency; and for that very reafon 
he is precious to you that believe. Faitli teaches yoti 
to look upon perfons and things in the fame light in 
which God views them; it makes your fentiments 
conformed to his. Chrift is the Father's beloved Son^ 
in whom he is well pleafed ; and he is your beloved 
Saviour, in whom you are well pleafed. 

Is it any wonder that Jefus fhould be precious to 
believers, when he is fo precious in himfelf, and in 
his offices, fo precious to the angelic armies, and fo 
precious to his Father ? 

I. He is precious in himfelf. He is Immanucl, 
-G^id-m.an; and confequently, whatever excellencies 
belong either to the divine or human nature, center 
in him. If wifdom, power, and goodnefs, divine or 
human, created or uncreated, can render him worthy 
of the higheft aifeftion, he has a juft claim to it.— 
Whatever excellencies, natural or moral, appear in 
any part of the vaft univerfe, they are but faint fha- 
dows of his beauty and glory. All things were created 
by him a7id for him-, and through him all things conftfi. 
Col. i. 16, 17, and whatever excellencies are in X^vt 
ef/e(5t muft be eminently in the caufe. You do notwon- 
der nor cenfure, when you fee men delighted with the 
glories of the fun, and the various luminaries of the 
iky ; you do not wonder nor blame when they tak^ 
pleafure in the beautiful profpcfts of nature, or in that 
rich variety of good things, which earth, and fea, 
and every element furnifhcs for the fupport of man, 
or the gratification of his fenfes-: you do not wonder 
^nd blame, when they are ftruck v/ith mortal beauty 3, 

when 

* The word ufeJ in ver. 4 and 6, i? a rompound, rendered pre- 
cious in the text. And this is an Jn:ii;:aiion that the text is an i^r 
iercnce from the above verfcs. 
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when you fee them admire and approve wifdom, bene- 
volence, juftice, veracity, meeknefs, and mercy : you 
never think it ftrange, much lefs cenfurable, that men 
ihould love theie things, and count them precious ; 
^nd can you be aftonilhed, can you ridicule or find 
fault that Jefus is precious to poor believers ? If the 
copy be fo fair and lovely, who would not love the 
original, that has eyes to behold it ? Believers fee fo 
much of the worth of Chrift as is fufficient to capti- 
vate their hearts, and convince them of their guilt in 
loving him no more ; and the clearer their views are 
of him, the more are they mortified at the criminal 
defefts of their love \ for O ! they fee he deferves. in- 
finitely more ! 

2. The Lord Jefus is precious in his offices. His 
mediatorial office is generally fubdivided into three 
parts J namely, that of a prophet, of a prieft, and of 
a king : and how precious is Chrift in each of thefe ! 

As a prophet, how fweet are his inftruftions to a 
bewildered foul ! How precious the words of his lips, 
which are the words of eternal life ! How delightful 
to fit and hear him teach the way of duty and happi- 
nefs, revealing the Father, and the wonders of the 
invifible ftate ! How tranfporting to hear him declare 
upon what terms an offended God may be reconciled ! 
a difcovery beyond the fearches of all the fages and 
philofophers of the heathen world ! How reviving is 
it to liften to his gracious promifes and invitations ! 
promifes and invitations to the poor, the weary, and 
heavy laden, the broken-hearted, and even to the 
chief of finners ! The word of Chrift has been the 
treafure, the fupport, and joy of believers in all ages. 
/ have efteemed the words of bis mouthy fays Job, more 
than my necejfary food. Job xxiii. 12. It is this preci- 
ous word the Pfalmift fo often and fo highly celebra^es. 
He celebrates it as more to he deftred than gold -, yea^ 
than mi*ch fine gold: fweeier alfo than honey, and the 
honey -comb. Pfalm xix. 10. O how I love thy lau-! 
fays he \ it is my meditation all the day. Pfalm cxix. ^y^ 
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How fweet are thy words unto my taftel yea^ fweeter 
than honey to my mouth, ver. 103. The law of thy 
mouth is better than thoufands of gold andjiher. ver, 72. 
Behold J I have longed after thy precepts, ver. 40. Thy 
ftatutes have been my fong in the boufe of my pilgrimage. 
ver. 54. In my affiiSiiony thy word hath quickened me. 
ver. 50. Unkfs thy law had been my delight y I Jhould 
then have perifhedin my affiiSlion. ver. 92. This is the 
language of David, in honour of this divine Prophet, 
near three thoufand years ago, when Chrift had not 
revealed the full gofpel to the world, but only fome 
rays of it fhone through the veil of the Mofaic dif- 
penfation. And muft not believers now, who live 
under the more complete and clear inftrudtions of thi? 
great Prophet, entertain the fame fentiments of him ? 
Yes, to fuch of you as believe, even in this age, h« 
is moft precious. 

But this external objedive inftruftion is not all that 
Chrift as a prophet communicates ; and indeed, di4 
he do no more than this, it would anfwer no valuable 
e?id. The mind of man, in his prefent fallen ftate, 
like a difordered eye, is incapable of perceiving dir 
vine things in a proper light, however clearly they are 
revealed -, and therefore, till the perceiving faculty be 
reftified, all external revelation is in vain, and is only 
like opening a fair profped: to a blind eye. Hence 
this great Prophet carries his inftruAions farther, not 
only by propofing divine things in a clear objective 
light by his word, but inwardly enlightening the mind, 
and enabling it to perceive what is revealed by his 
Spirit. And how precious are thefe internal fubjec- 
tive inftrudlions ! How fweet to feel a difordered dark 
mind opening to admit the fhinings of heavenly dayj 
to perceive the glory of God in the face of Jefus Chrift, 
the beauties of holinefs, and the majeftic wonders of 
the eternal world ! Speak, ye that know by happy 
experience, and tell how precious Jefus appears to you, 
when by his own bleffed Spirit he fcatters the cloud 
that benighted your underftandings, and lets in the 

rays 
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rays of his gfory upon your admiring fouls ; when he 
opens your eyes to fee the wonders contained in his 
law, and the glorious myfteries of his gofpeL What 
a divine glory does then fpread upon every page of the 
facred volume ! Then it indeed appears the Book of 
God, God-like, and worthy its Author. O precious 
Jefus ! let us all this day feel thine enlightening influ- 
ences, that experience may teach us how fweet they 
are! Come, great Prophet 1 come, and make thine 
own fpirit our teacher, and then (hall we be divinely 
wife ! 

Again, the Lord Jefus is precious to believers as a 
great High Priefl:. As an high priefl:, he made a 
complete atonement for fin by his propitiatory facrifice 
on the crofs ; and he ftill makes interceffion for the 
tranfgreflbrs on his throne in heaven. It was his facri- 
fice that fatisfied the demands of the law, and juftice 
of God, and rendered him reconcileable to the guilty, 
upon terms confifl:ent with his honour and the rights 
of his government. It was by virtue of this facrifice 
that he procured pardon of fin, the favour of God, 
freedom from hell, and eternal life for condemned ob- 
noxious rebels. And fuch of you who have ever felt 
the pangs of a guilty confcience, and obtained relief 
from Jefus Chrift, you can tell how precious his aton- 
ing facrifice. How did it eafe your felf- tormenting 
confciences, and heal your broken hearts ! How did 
it change the frowns of an angry God into fmiles of 
love, and your trembling apprehenfions of vengeance 
into delightful hopes of mercy ! How precious did 
Jefus appear, with a pardon in his hand, with atoning 
blood gufliing from his opened veins, apd making his 
crofs, as it were, the key to open the gates of heaven 
for your admifllon ! Blefled Saviour I our great High 
Prieft, thus appear to us in all thy pontifical robes dyed 
in thine own blood, and caufe us all to feel the eflScacy 
of thy propitiation ! 

Let us next turn our eyes upwards, and view this 
great+Iigh Prieft as our intcrceflbr in the priefcnce of 
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God. There he appears as a lamb that was flain, 
bearing the memorials of his facrifice, and putting the 
Father in remembrance of the bleffings purchjtfed foir 
his people. There he urges it as his pleafure, as his 
authoritative will, that thefe bleffings fhould in Axxt 
time be conferred upon thofe for whom they were 
purchafed. In this authoritative manner he could in- 
tercede even in the days of his humiliation upon earth, 
becaufe of the Father's covenant-engagements with 
him, the accompliftiment of which he has a right to 
demand, as well as humbly to petition : Father^ I willy 
I will that thofe whom thou baft given me^ may he with 
fncy &c. John xvii. 24.. Now how precious muft 
Chrift appear in the charafter of Interceflbr ! That 
the friendlefs finner fhould have an all-prevailing ad- 
vocate in the court of heaven to undertake his caufe I 
that the great High Prieft fliould ofFer up the grateful 
incenfe of his own merit, with the prayers of the 
faints ! that he (hould add the fandtion of his authori- 
tative will to the humble petitions of faith ! that he 
fhould urge the claims of his people, as his ownclaims^ 
founded upon an unchangeable covenant with his 
Father, of which he has fully performed the condi- 
tions required ! that he fhould not intercede occafion- 
ally, but always appear in the holy of holies as the 
conftant ever-living Interceflbr, and maintain the fame 
intereft, the fame importunity at all times, even when 
the petitions of his people languifh upon their lips f 
What delightful refieftions are thefe ! and how warm- 
ly may they recommend the Lord Jefus to the hearts 
of believers ! How jufl is the apoflle's inference. 
Having an High Prieft over the houfe of God^ let us 
draw near with a true hearty in full afjurance of faith '^ 
and let us hold faft the profeffion of our faith without 
wavering. Heb. x. 21 — 23. He is able to fave to the 
littermoft all that come unto God by him ; for this reafon, 
becaufe he ever liveth to make interceffton for them. Heb. 
vii. 25. May each of us intruft his caufe to this all- 
prevailing Advocate, and we fhall certainly gain it ! 

The 
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The unchangeable promife has pafled his lips, that 
ivhatfoever we ajk the Father in faith and in bis namei 
be will give it us. John xvi. 23. 

Let me jpdd, the kingly office of Chrift is precions 
to believers; As King he gives laws 5 laws perfefcljr 
wife and good, and enforced with the iridft important 
fanclions, everlafting Rewards and punifhments. And 
how delightful, how advantageous, to live under fuch 
a government ! to have our duty difcovercd with (o 
much clearnefs and certainty, which frees us from fo 
many painful anxieties, and to have fuch powerfu'I 
motives to obedience, which have a tendency to infufe 
vigour and fpirit into our endeavours ! As King, he 
appoints ordinances of worlliip. And how fweet to 
converfe With him in thefe ordinahce^, and to be freed 
from perplexity about that manner of worfhip which 
God will accept^ without being expofed to that quef- 
tion, (o confounding to will-wormippers^ fVh§ hatb 
required this at yeur bands ? As King, he is head ovei^ 
all things to his church, and manages the whole ere* 
ation, as is moft fubfervient to her good. The various 
f anks of creatures in heaven, earth, and hell, are fub- 
je(5t to his direction and controul ; and they muft all 
co-operate for the good of his people. He reclaims^ 
confounds, fubdues, or defkroys their enemies, accord- 
ing to his pleasure. And how precious muft he bet in 
this auguft charafter to the feeble helplefs believer I 
To have an almighty friend fitting at the helm of the 
univerfe, with the fupreme managenient of all things 
in his hands % to be aflurcd that even the moft injuri- 
ous enemy can do the believer no real or lafting in* 
jury, but ftiall at length concur to worjc his greateft 
good 5 and that, come what will, it ftiall go well with 
him, and he ftiall at laft be made triumphant over all 
difficulty and oppofition. O ! what tranfporting con- 
fiderations are here ! But this is not the whole exer- 
cife of the royal power of Chrift. He not only makes 
laWs and ordinances, and rcftrains the enemies of his 
people, but he exercifes his power inwardly upon their 

A a a VvR.^x\.^* 
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hearts. He is the King of fouls ; he reigns in the 
hearts of his fubjeds j and how infinitely dear and pre- 
cious is he in this view ! To feel him fubdue the re- 
bellion within, fv/eetly bending the ftubborn heart into 
willing obedience, and reducing every thought into a 
cheerful captivity to himfelf, writing his law upon the 
heart, making the difpofitions of his fubjecfts a tran- 
fcript of his will, correfponding to it, like wax to the 
fcal, how delightful is all this ! O the pleafures of 
humble fubmiflion ! How pleafant to lie as fubjeds 
at the feet of this mediatorial King without arrogat- 
ing the fovereignty ourfelves, for which we are utter- 
ly infufRcient ! BlefTed Jefus ! thus reign in our hearts \ 
thus fubdue the nations to the obedience of faith! 
Gird thy /word upon thy thigh, O moft Mighty! and 
ride profperoujly^ attended with majejiy, truth, meeknefs, 
and right eoufnefs. Pfalm xlv. 3, 4. Send the rod of thy 
ftrength out. of Sion : rule thou in the midji of thine ene- 
mies, Pfalm ex. 2. rule us,, and fubdue the rebel in 
our hearts. 

Thus you fee the Lord Jefus is precious to believers 
in all the views of his mediatorial office. But he is 
not precious to them alone •, he is beloved as far as 
known, and the more known the nwre beloved: 
which leads me to add, 

c?. He is precious to all the angels of heaven. 

St. Peter tells us that the things now reported to 
us by the gofpel are things which the angels dejire to look 
into» I Pet. i. 12. Jefus is the wonder of angels now 
in heaven \ and he was fo even when he appeared in 
the form of a fervant upon earth. St. Paul mentions 
it as one part of the great myftery of godlinefs, that 
Cod manifejied in the flejh was feen of angels, i Tim. iii. 
16. Angels favv him and admired and loved him in 
the various ftagcs of his life, from his birth to his re- 
turn to his native heaven. Hear the manner in which 
angels celebrated his entrance into our world. One 
of them fprcad his wings, and flew with joyful haftc 
•to a company of poor fhepherds that kept their mid- 
night 
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night watches in the field, and abruptly tells the news, 
of which his heart wafe full : Behoid, I bring you good 
hidings of great joy ^ which Jhall be to all people \ for to 
you is born this day^ in the city of Davidy a Saviour^ 
which is Chrift the Lord: and fuddenlf there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly hofi. Crowds of 
angels left their ftations in the celeftial court in that 
memorable hour, and hovered over the place where 
their incarnate God lay in a manger : Jefus, their dar- 
ling, was gone down to earth, and they muft follow 
him ; for who would not be where Jefus is ? Men, 
ungrateful men, were filent upon that occafion, but 
angels tuned their fong of praife, .The aftonifhed 
ihepherds heard them fing. Glory to God in the higbejt'y 
en earth peace \ good-will to men, Luke ii. lo — 14. 
When he bringeth his firft-born into the world, the 
Father faith, Let all the angels of God worfbtp him. 
Heb. i. 6. This feems to intimate that all the angels 
crowded round the manger, where the infant God lay, 
and paid him their humble worfhip. We are told, 
that when the Devil had finifhed his long procefs of 
temptations, after forty days, and had left him, the 
angels came and miniftered unto him. Matt. iv. -Ji. 
When this difagreeable companion had left him, his 
old attendants were fond of renewing their fervrce to 
him. In every hour of difficulty they were' ready to 
fly to his aid. He was feen of angels, in his hard 
conflict:, in the garden of Gethfemane ; and one of 
them appeared unto him from heaven^ Jirengthening him. 
Luke xxii. 43. With what wonder, fympathy, and 
readinefe did this angelic affiftant raife his proftrate 
Lord from the cold ground, wipe off his bloody fweat, 
and fupport his finking fpirit widi divine encourage- 
ments ! But, O ! ye blefled angels, ye ufual fpeda- 
tors, and adorers of the divine glories of our Re- 
deemer, with what aftonifhment and horror were you 
ftruck, when you faw him expire on the crofs ! 

" Arouml 



^€^ Ckrift precious /« B^vm. i^, 

<< Around the bloody tree 
** Ye prcfft'd with Itrong dcfirc, 
f* That wondrous fight to fee, 
M The i^ord of life expire ! 

" And, could your eyes 

•* Have known a tear, 

•• Had dropt it there 

«' In fad furprize."* 

Ye ^Ifo hovered round his tomb, while he lay iq 
the prifcn of the grave. The weeping women and 
his other friends found you ftationed there in their 
early impatient vifits to the fepulchre. O what won- 
ders then appeared to your aftonilhed minds ! Could 
yoq, that piy fo deep into the fecrets of heaven, you 
that know fo well what divine love can do, could you 
jfiave thought that even divine love could have gone fo 
far ? could have laid the Lord of Glory a pale, mant 
gled, fenfelefs corps in the manfions of the dead? 
Was not this a ftrange fur prize even to you ? And^ 
when the appointed day began to draw, with what 
eager and joyful hafte did ye roll away the ftone, and 
fet open the prifon doors, that the rifing conquerof 
might march forth ! 

*' And when array'd in light, 
" The fhining Conqueror rode, 
«* Ye hail'd his rapturous flight 
" Up to the throne of God j 

'* And wavM around 

** Your golden wings, 

" And ftruck your firings 

«* Of fwecteft found."f 

When he afcended on high, he was attended with 
she chariots of God^ which are twenty thoufand, even 
thoufands of angels. Pfalm Ixviii. 17, 18. And now, 
when he is returned to dwell among them, Jefus is 
ftill the darling of angels. His name founds from all 
their harps, and |iis love is the fubjecft of their ever- 

lafting 

* Doddridge. 
t An ejcccllcnt liymn oi Dr. Doddridge's on 1 Tim. iii. 16.77^ 
Sw'cn ci' Angels. 
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lafting fong, St. John once heard them,^ and I hope 
we fhall ere long hear them, faying with a loud voice, 
fForthy is the Lamb that wasfiain^ to receive pawer^ and 
riches y andwifdom^ andfirengib^ and honour ^ and glory ^ 
and blejjing. Rev. v. 11, 12. — rThis is thefong of an-^ 
gds, as well as of the redeemed from among men : 

" Jcfus, the Lord, their harps employs j 
" Jcfus, my love, they fing : 
** Jefus, the name of both our joys, 
** Sounds fwect from cv'ry ftring."* 

O my brethren, could we fee what is doing in hea- 
ven at this inftant, how would it furprize, aftonifh, 
and confound us ! Do you think the name of Jefus 
is of as little importance there as in our world ? Do 
you think there is one lukewarm or difaiFefted heart 
there among ten thoufand times ten thoufand, and 
thoufands of thoufands ? O no ! there his love is the 
ruling paflion of every heart, and the favourite theme 
pf every fong. And is he fo precious to angels ? to 
angels, who are lefs interefted in him, and lefs indebt- 
ed to him? And muft he not be precious to poor 
believers bought with his blood, and entitled to life by 
his death? Yes, you that believe have an angelic 
fpirit in this refpedl ; you iove Jefus, though unfeen, 
as well as they who fee him as he is, though, alas ! in . 
a far lefs degree. But to bring his worth to the higheft 
ftandard of all, I add, 

4. He is infinitely preciousto his Father, who tho- 
roughly knows him, and is an infallible Judge of real 
worth. He proclaimed more than once from the ex- 
cellent glory, This is my beloved Son^ in whom I am 
^leafed', hear ye 'him. Behold^ fays he, my^fervanty 
whom I uphold \ mine eleSl^ in whom my foul delighteth. 
Ifa. xlii. 1 . He is called by the names of the tendereft 
endearment; his Son, his own Son, his dear Son, the 
Son of his love. He is a ftone, difallowed indeed of 
^en; if their approbation were the true ftandard of 

meii^. 

^ Watts's Hor. Ljtlc, 
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merit, he miift be looked upon as a very worthlcfs, 
infignificant being, unworthy of their thoughts and 
afFedions. But let men form what eftimate of him 
they pleafe, he is cbofen of God^ and precious. And 
ihall not the love of the omnifcient God have weight 
with believers to love him too? Yes, the apoftle ex- 
prefsly draws the confequcnce; he is precious to God, 
therefore to you that bejieve, he is precious. It is 
the charafteriftic of ^ven the meaneff believer, that 
he is God-like. He is a partaker of the divine na- 
ture, and therefore views things, in fome meafure, as 
God does ; and is afFefted towards them as God is, 
though there be an infinite difference as to the degree. 
He prevailingly loves what God lovef, and th^t \xr 
caufe God loves it. 

And now, my hearers, what think you of Chrift? 
Will you not think of hi^i as believers do ? If fo, 
he will be precious to your hearts above all things for 
the future. Or if you difregard this ftandard of ex- 
cellence, as being but the eftimate of fallible crea- 
tures, will you not think of him as angds do; angeJs, 
thoft bright intelligences, to whom he reveals his un- 
veiled glories, who are more capable of perceiving 
and judging of him, and who therefore muft know 
him better than you ; angels, who have had a long 
acquaintance with him at home, if I may fo fpeak, 
for near fix thoufand years, as God, /. e. ever fince 
their creation, and for near two thoufand years as 
God-man ? Since angels then, who know him fo 
thoroughly, love him fo highly, certainly you may 
fafely venture to love him; you might fafely venture 
to love him implicitly, upon their word. He died for 
you, which is more than ever he did for them, and 
will you not love him after ail this love ? It is nbt 
the mode to think much of him in our world, but it 
lis the mode in heaven. Yes, blefTed be God, if he be 
defpifed and rejefted of men, he is not defpifed and 
rejefted of angels. Angels, that know him beft, love 
him above all, and, as far as their capacity will allow. 
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do juftice to his merit : and this is a very camfortahJe 
thought to a heart broken, with a fenfe of the negledi 
and contempt he meets with among men. Blefled 
Jefus ! may not one congregation be got together, 
even upon our guilty earth, that fhall in this refpedl 
be like the angels, all lovers of thee ? O ! why ftiould 
this be impoffible, while, they are all fo much in need 
of thee, all fo much obliged to thee, and thou art fo 
lovely in thyfelf? Why, my brethren, fhould not 
this congregation be made up of fuch, and fuch only 
as are lovers of Jefus ? Why (hould he not be pre- 
cious to every one of you, rich and poor, old and 
young, white and black ? What reafon can any one 
of you give why you in particular (hould negleft him ? 
1 am fure you can give none. And will you, without 
any reafon, diflcnt from all the angels in heaven, in 
point of which they muft be the. moft competent 
judges ? Will you differ from them, and agree in 
your fentiments of Chrift with the ghofts of hell, his 
implacable, but conquered and miferable enemies ? 

If all this has no weight with you, let me aflc you 
farther. Will you not agree to that eftimate of Jefus 
which his Father has of him ? Will you run counter 
to the fupreme reafon ? Will you fet up yourfelves 
as wifer than omnifcience ? How muft Jehovah re- 
fent it to fee a worm at his foot-ftool daring to defpife 
him^ whom he loves fo highly ? O let him be pre- 
cious to you, becaufe he is fo to God, who knows 
him beft. 

But I am fhocked at my own attempt. — O precious 
Jefus ! are matters come to that pafs in our world, 
that creatures bought with thy blood, creatures that 
owe all their hopes to thee, fhould ftand in need of 
perfuafions to love thee ? What horrors attend the 
thought ! However, blefTed be God, there are fome, 
even among men, to whom he is precious. This 
world is not entirely peopled with the defpifers of 
Chrift. To as many of you as believe, he is precious, 
though to none elfe. 



\ 
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Would you knovr^he reafon of this? I will tell 
you ; none but believers have eyes to fee his glory^ 
none but they are fenfible of their need of him, and 
none but they have learned from experience how pre- 
cious he is. 

I. None but believers have eyes to fee the glory 
of Chrift. As the knowledge of Chrift is entirely . 
from revelation, an avowed unbeliever, who rejefls 
that revelation, can have no right knowledge of him, 
and therefore muft be entirely indifferent towards him, 
as one unknown, or muft defpife and abhor him as 
an cnthufiaft or impoftor. But one, who is not an 
unbeliever in profeffion or fpeculation, may yet be 
deftitute of that faith which conftifutes a true believer,^ 
and which renders Jefus precious to the foul^ Evert 
devils are very orthodox in fpeculation : Devils be- 
lieve, and tremble; and they could cry out, Pf^hai 
have we to do with thee^ J^J^^ ^f Nazareth? We know 
thee^ who thou art ; even the Holy One jsf God. Mark i. 
24. And there are crowds among us who belie ve^ 
after a fafhion, that Chrift is the true Mefliah, whof 
yet fhew by their praftices that they negleft him in 
their hearts, and are not believes in the full import of 
the chnrafter. True faith includes not only a fpecu- 
lative knowledge and belief, but a clear, affefting, re- 
alizing view, and an hearty approbation of the things 
known and believed concerning Jefus Chrift ; and fuch 
a view, fuch an approbation, cannot be produced by 
p.ny human means, but only by the enlightening in- 
fluence of the holy Spirit fhining into the heart. — ■ 
Without fuch a faith as this, the mind is all dark and 
blind as to the glory of Jefus Chrift ; it can fee no 
beauty in him, that he ftiould be defired. Honoura- 
ble and fublime fpeculations concerning him may hover 
in the underftanding, and the tongue may pronounce 
many pompous panegyrics in his praife, but the un- 
derftanding has no realizing, afFecfling views of his 
excellency ; nor does the heart delight in him and love 
him as infinitely precious and lovely. The God of 

this 



Serm. 14. ail true BeKevets. 369 

this world, the prince of darknefs, has blinded the 
minds of them that believe not, left the light of the 
glorious gofpel'of Chrift'fhould fhine into them. But 
as to the enlightened believer, God, who firft com- 
manded light to (hine out of darknefs, has fhined into 
his heart, to give him the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jefus Chrift. This 
divine illumination pierces the cloud that obfcured his 
undcrftanding, and enables him to view the Lord 
Jefus in a ftrong and ftriking light ; a light entirely 
different from that of the crowd around him ; a light, 
in which it is impoflible to view this glorious objeft 
without loving him. A believer and an unbeliever 
may be equally orthodox in fpeculation, and have the 
fame notions in theory concerning Jefus Chrift, and 
yet it is certainly true, that their views of him are 
vaftly different. Believers! do you think that, if the 
Chrift-defpifing multitude around you had the fame 
vicv;s of his worth and precioufnefs which you have, 
they could negleft him as they do? It is impoffible. 
You could once negledl him, as others do now ; you 
were no more charmed with his beauty than they. 
But O ! when you were brought out of darknefs into 
God*s marvellous light, when the glories of the neg- 
lected Saviour broke in upon your aftoniftied minds, 
then was it poffible for you to withhold your love from 
him ? Were not your hearts captivated with delight- 
ful violence ? You could no more refift. Did not 
your hearts then as naturally and freely love him, 
whom they had once difgufted, as ever they loved a 
dear child or a friend, or the fweeteft created enjoy- 
ment ? The improving your reafon into faith is fet- 
ting the difordered eye of the mind right, that it may 
be able to fee this objeft •, and when once you viewed 
it with this eye of reafon reftored and improved, how 
did the precious ftonc fparkle before you, and charm 
you with its brilliancy and excellence ? Chrift is one 
of thofe things unfeen and hoped for, of which St. 
Paul fays, Faitb h the fubftance and evidence, H^b. xi. i. 

B b b Faith 
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Faith gives Chrift a prefent fubfiffence in the 
mind, not as a majeftic phantom, but as the moft 
glorious and important reality, and this faith is a clear 
afFcfting demonftration, or conviftion, of his cxift- 
cnce, and of his being in reality what his word repre- 
fents him. It is by kich a faith, that is, under its ha- 
bitual influence, that the believer lives ; and hence, 
while he lives, Jefus is ftill precious to him. 

2. None but believers are properly fenfiblc of their 
need of Chrift. They are deeply fenfible of their ig- 
norance and the diforder of their underftanding, and 
therefore they are fenfible of their want of both the 
external and internal inftruftions of this divine Pro- 
phet. But as to others, they are puffed up with in- 
telleftual pride, and apprehend themfelves in very lit- 
tle need of religious inftrudions ; and therefore they 
think but very flightly of him. Believers feel them- 
felves guilty, deftitute of all righteoufnefs, and inca- 
pable of. making atonement for their fins, or recom- 
mending themfelves to God, and therefore the fatis- 
fadlion and righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift are mott pre- 
cious to them, and they rejoice in him as their all- 
prevailing IntercefTor. But as to the unbelieving 
crowd, they have no fuch mortifying thoughts of them- 
felves : they have fo many excufes to make for their 
fins, that they bring down their guilt to a very trifling 
thing, hardly worthy of divine refentment ; and they 
magnify their good works to fuch an height, that they 
imagine they will nearly balance their bad, and pro- 
cure them fome favour at leaft from God, and there- 
fore they muft look upon this High Prieft as needlefs. 
They alfo love to be free from the reftraints of reli- 
gion, and to have the command of themfelves. They 
would ufurp the power of fclf-government, and make 
their own pleafure their rule ; and therefore the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, as a King, is fo far from being precious^ 
that he is very unacceptable to fuch obftinate, head- 
ftrong rebels. They choofe to have no lawgiver, but 
their ov/n wills •, and therefore they trample upon his 

laws. 



Scrm. 14. all true Believers. 37 c 

laws, and, as it were, form infurreftions agatnft his 
government. But the poor believer, fenfible of his 
incapacity for felf-government, loves to be under di-r 
reftion, and delights to feel the dependent, fubmiflive, 
pliant fplrit of a fubjeft. He counts it a mercy not 
to have the management of himfelf, and feels his need 
of this mediatorial King to rule him. He hates the 
rebel within, hates every infurredion of fin, and longs 
to have it entirely fubdued, and every thought, every 
motion of his foul, brought into captivity to the obe- 
dience of Chrift ; and therefore he feels the need of 
his royal power to make an entire conqueft of his 
hoftiie fpirit. His commands are not uneafy impofi- 
tions, but moft acceptable and friendly diredions to 
him ; and the prohibitions of his law are not painful 
reftraints, but a kind of privileges in his efteem. The 
language of his heart is, " Precious Jefus ! be thou 
my King. I love to live in humble fubjedion to thee. 
I would voluntarily fubmit myfelf to thy controul and 
diredion. Thy will, not mine, be done ! O fubduc 
every rebellious principle within, and make me all re- 
Agnation and cheerful obedience to thee !" ^To fuch 
a foul it is no wonder Jefus fhould be exceeding pre- 
cious : but O how different is this fpirit from that 
which generally prevails in the world ! Let me add 
but one reafon more why Jefus is precious to believers, 
and them only, namely, 

3. None but believers have known by experience 
how precious he is. They, jmd only they, can re- 
fled upon the glorious views of him, which them- 
felves have had, to captivate their hearts forever to 
him. They, and only they, have known what it is 
to feel a bleeding heart healed by his gentle hand ; 
and a clamorous anguiftiing confcience pacified by his 
atoning blood. They, and only "they, know by ex- 
perience how fweet it is to feel his love fhed abroad 
in their hearts, to feel an heart, raviihed with his 
glory, pant, and long, and breathe after him, and ex- 
erting the various afts of faith, defire, joy, and hop^ 
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towards him. They, and only they, know by expe- 
rience how pleafant it is to converfe with him in his 
ordinances, and to fpend an hour of devotion in feme 
retirement, as it were, in his company. They, and 
only they, have experienced the exertions of his royal 
power, conquering their mightieft fins, and fwectly 
fubduing them to nimfelf. Thefe ary, in fome mea- 
fure, matters of experience with every true believer, 
and therefore it is no wonder J efus fhould be preciout 
to them. But as to the unbelieving multitude, poor 
creatures! they are entire ftrangers to thefe things. 
They may have fome fuperficial notions of them float- 
ing in their heads, but they have never felt them in 
their hearts, and therefore the infinitely precious I, ord 
J efus is a worthlefs, infignificant Being to them : and 
thus, alas! it will be with the unhappy creatures, 
until experience becomes their teacher ; until they taftc 
for themfelves that the Lord is gracious. 1 Peter ii. 3. 

There is an interefting queftion, which, I doubt 
not, has rifen in the minds of fuch of you as have 
heard what has been faid with a particular application 
to yourfelves, and keeps you in a painful fufpence : 
with an anfwer to which I fhall conclude: " Am I 
indeed a true believer ? may fome of you fay ; and is 
Chrift precious to me ? My fatisfaflion in this fweet 
fubicft is vaftly abated, till this queftion is folved. 
Sometimes, 1 humbly think, the evidence is in my 
favour, and I begin to hope that he is indeed precious 
to my foul ; but alas ! my love for him foon languifhes, 
and then my doubts find fears return, and I know not 
what to do, nor what to think of myfelf.'* Do not 
fome of you, my brethren, long to have this perplex- 
ing cafe cleared up ? O what v/ould you not give, if 
you might return home this evening fully fat?sfied in 
this point ? Well, I would willingly help you, for 
experience has taught me to fympathize with you un- 
der this difficulty. O my heart ! how often hafl: thou 
been iufpicious of thyfelf in this refpeft ? The rea- 
died v/ay 1 can now take to clear up the matter is to 

anfwer 
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anfwer another queftion, naturally refulting from my 
fobjeft ; and that is, " How does that high efteem 
which a believer has for Jcfus Chrift difcoyer itfelf ? 
Or how does he (hew that Chrift is indeed precious to 
him ?'* I anfwer, he fhews it in various ways, parti- 
cularly by his affeftionate thoughts of him, which 
often rife in his mind, and always find welcome there. 
He difcovers that Jefus is precious to him by hating 
and refifting whatever is difpleafing to him, and by 
parting with every thing that comes in competition 
with him. He will let all go rather than part with 
Chrift. Honour, reputation, eafe, riches, pleafure, 
and even life itfelf, are nothing to him in comparifon 
of Chrift, and he will run the rifque of all -, nay, will 
aftually lofe all, if he may but win Chrift. He difco- 
vers this high efteem for him by the pleafure he takes 
in feeling his heart fuitably affe<5led towards him, and 
by his uneafinefs when it is otherwife. O ! when he 
can love Jefus, when his thoughts afFeftionately ckfp 
around him, and when he has an heart to ferve him, 
then he is happy, his foul is well, and he is lively and 
cheerful. But alas ! when it is otherwife with him, 
when his love languifties, when his heart hardens, 
when it becomes out of order for his fervice, then he 
grows uneafy and difcontented, and cannot be at reft, 
When Jefus favours him with his gracious prefence, 
and revives him with his influence, how does he re- 
joice ! But when his beloved withdraws himfelf and 
is gone, how does he lament his abfence, and long 
for his return ! He weeps and cries like a bereaved, 
deferted orphan, and moans like a loving turtle in the 
abfence of its mate. Becaufe Chrift is fo precious to 
him, he cannot bear the thought of parting with him, 
and the leaft jealoufy of his love pierces his very heart. 
Becaufe he loves him he longs for the full enjoyment 
of him, and is ravifhedwith the profpecft of it. Be- 
caufe Chrift is precious to him, his interefts are fo too, 
and he longs to fee his kingdom flourifh, and all men 
flQurifh, and all men fired with his love. Becaufe he 
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k)vcs him, he loves his ordinances ; loves to hear, be- 
caufe it is the word of Jefus ; loves to pray, becaufe 
It is maintaining intercourfe with Jefus ; loves to fit 
at his table, becaufe it is a memorial of Jefus ; and 
loves his people, becaufe they love Jefus. Whatever 
has a relation to his precious Saviour is for that^ reafon 
precious to him ; and when he feels any thing of a 
contrary difpofition, alas I it grieves him, and makes 
him abhor himfelf. Thefe things are fufficient to (hew 
that the Lord Jefus has his heart, and is indeed pre- 
cious to him ; and is not this the very pidure of fonic 
Irembling doubting fouls among you ? If it be, take 
courage. After fo many vain fearches, you have at 
length difcovered the welcome fecrct, that Chrift is 
indeed precious to you : and if fo, you may be fure 
that you are precious to him. Toujhall be mine^fmtb 
the Lord^ in the day that I make up njy jewels. Mai. iii. 
17. If you are now fatisfied, after thorough trial of 
the cafe, retain your hope, and let not every difcou- 
raging appearance renew your jealoufies again : labour 
to be fteady and firm Chriftians, and do not ftagger 
through unbelief. 

But alas ! I fear that many of you know nothing 
experimentally of the exercifes of a believing heart, 
which I have been defcribing, and confequently that 
Chr^'ft is not precious to you. If this is the cafe, you 
may be fure indeed you are hateful to him. He is 
angry with the wicked every day. " Thofe that ho- 
nour him he will honour; but they that defpife him 
fhall be lightly efteemed." i Sam. ii. 30, And what 
will you do if Chrift iTiould become your enemy and 
fight againft you ? If this precious ftone ftiould be- 
come a ftone of ftumbling and a rock of ofFence to 
you, over which you will fall into ruin, O how dread- 
ful muft the fall be ! What muft you expeft but to 
lie down in unutterable and everlafting forrow ! 
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SERMON XV. 

The Danger of Lukewarmnefs in Religion. 



Revelation iii, 15, 16. I know thy works^ that thou 
an neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or 
hot. So theny becaufe thou art lukewarm^ and neither 
cold nor hoty I willfpue thee out ofrrtf mouth. 

THE foul of man is endowed with fuch aftlve 
powers, that it cannot be idle; and, if we look 
round the world, we fee it all alive and bufy in fome 
purfuit or other. What vigorous aftion, what labour 
and toil, what hurry, noife, and commotion about the 
neceflaries of life, about riches and honours ! Here 
men are in earneft : here there is no diffimulation, no 
indifFerency about the event. They fincerely defire, 
and eagerly ftrive for thefe tranfient delights, or vain 
embelHfliments of a moral life. 

And may we infer farther, that creatures, thus 
formed for aftion, and thus laborious and unwearied 
in thefe inferior purfuits, are proportionably vigorous 
and in earneft in matters of infinitely greater impor- 
tance? May we conclude, that they proportion their 
labour and aftivity to the nature of things, and that 
they arc moft in earneft where they are moft concern- 
ed ? A ftranger to our world, that could conclude 
nothing concerning the conduft of mankind but from 
the generous prefumptions of his own charitable heart, 
might perfuade himfelf that this is the cafe. But one 
that has been but a little while converfant with them, 
and taken the leaft notice of their temper and prac- 
tice with regard to that moft interefting thing. Reli- 
gion, muft know it is quite otherwife. For look roqnd 
you, and what do you fee ? Here and there indeed 
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you may fee a few unfaftiionable creatures, who adt as 
if they looked upon religion to be the moft interefting 
concern •, and who fcem determined, let others do as 
they will, to make.fure of falvation, whatever becomes 
of them in other refpefts : but as to the generality, 
they are very indifferent about it. They will not in- 
deed renounce all religion entirely •, they will make 
fome litde profeflion of the religion that happens to 
be moft modifli and reputable in their country, and 
they will conform to fome of its inftitutions ; but it 
is a matter of indifferency with them, and they are 
but little concerned about it -, or, in the language of 
my text, they are lukewarm^ and mither cold nor hot. 

. This threatening, / will fpue thee out of my moiUh^ 
has been long ago executed with a dreadful feverity 
upon the Laodicean church ; and it is now fucceeded 
by a mongrel race of Pagans and Mahometans j and 
the name of Chrift is not heard among them. But, 
though this church has been demolifhed for fo many 
hundreds of years, that lukewarmnefs of fpirit in re- 
ligion which brought this judgment upon them, ftill 
lives, and poflefles the chriftians of our age: it may 
therefore be expedient for us to confider Chrift's 
friendly warning to them, that we may efcape their 
doom. 

The epiftles to the feven churches in Afia are intro- 
duced with this folemn and ftriking preface, '' I know 
thy works :" that is to fay, your character is drawn 
by one that thoroughly knows you j one who infpe(5ls 
all your conduft, and takes notice of you when you 
take no notice of yourfelves; one that cannot be im- 
pofed upon by an empty profeflion and artifice, but 
fearches the heart and the reins. O that this truth 
were deeply imprefled upon our hearts; for furely we 
could not trifle and off^end while fenfiblc that we are 
under the eye of our Judge ! 

/ know thy works^ fays he to the Laodicean church, 
that thou art neither cold nor hot. This church was in 
a very bad condition, and Chrift reproves her v/ith the 

greateft^ 
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greateft fe verity ;* and yet we do not find her charged 
with the praftice or toleration of any grofs> immora- 
lities, as fome of the other churches were. She is 
not cenfured for indulging fornication among her 
members, or communicating with idolaters in eating 
things facrificed to idols, like fome of the reft. She 
was free from the infedlion of the Nicolaitans, which 
had fpread among them. What then is her charge? 
It is a fubtle, latent wickednefs, that has no Shocking 
appearance, that makes no grofs blemifli in the out- 
ward character of a profcflbr in the view of others^ 
and may efcape his own notice j it is. Thou art luke- 
warm^ and neither cold nor hot : as if our Lord had 
faid. Thou doft not entirely renounce and openly dif. 
regard the chriftian religion, and thou doft not make 
it a ferious bufincfs, and mind it as thy grand concern^ 
Thou haft a form of godlinefs, but denieft the power. 
All thy religion is a dull, languid things a mere indif- 
ferency ; thine heart is not in it ; it is not animated 
with the fervour of thy fpirit. Thou haft neither the 
coldnefs of the profligate finner, nor the facred fire 
and life of the true chriftian ; but thou keepeft in a 
fort of medium between them. In fome things thou 
refembleft the one, in other things the other ; as luke- 
warmnefs partakes of the nature both of heat and 
cold. 

Nowfuch a lukewarmnefs is an eternal fdlecifm in 
religion : it is the moft abfurd and inconfiftent thing 
imaginable; more fo than avowed impiety, or a pro- 
fefTed rejedion of all religion : therefore, fays Chrift, 
/ would thou wert cold or bot^ — i. e. " You might be 
any thing more confiftently than what you are. If 
ydu looked upon religion as a cheat, and openly re- 
jetfted the profeffion of it, it would not be ftrange that 
yiu ftiould be carelefs about it, and difregard it in 

C c c pradice. 

* She was as loathfome to him as lukewarm water to the floroacb, 
and he charaftcrifcs her as " wretched, and miferable, and poor, 
" and blind, and naked.'* What condition can be more deplorable 
and dangerous ? 
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praftice. But to own it true, and make a profeffiotc 
of it, and yet be lukewarm and indifferent about ity 
this is the moft abfurd conduft that can be conceived j 
for, if it be true, it is certainly the moft important 
and interefting truth in all the world, and requires the 
Btmoft exertion of all your powers." 

When Chrift expreffes his abhorrence of lukewarm- 
nefs in the form of a wifti, / would thou wert cold or 
bot^ we are not to fuppofe his meaning to be, that cold- 
nefs or fervour in religion are equally acceptable, or 
that coldnefs is at all acceptable to him ; for reafon and 
revelation concur to afllire us, that the open rdeftion 
and avowed contempt of religion is an aggravated, wick- 
edhefs, as well as an hypocritical profeffion. But our 
Lord's defign is to exprefs in the ftrongeft manner 
pofliblc, how odious and abominable their lukewarm- 
nefs was to him -, as if he fhould fay,. ** Your ftatc is 
fo bad, that you cannot change for the worfe ; I would 
rather you were any thing than what you are." You 
are ready to obferve, that the lukewarm profeflbr is 
in reality wicked and corrupt at heart, a flave to fin^ 
and an enemy to God, as well as the avowed finner ; 
and therefore they are both hateful in the fight of God^ 
and both m a ftate of condemnation. But there arc 
fome aggravations peculiar to the lukewarm profeffor 
that render him peculiarly odious ; as, i . He adds the 
fm of an hypocritical profeffion to his other fins. The 
wickednefs of real irreligion, and the wickednefe of 
falfely pretending to be religious, meet and center m 
him at once. 2. To all this he adds the guilt of pre- 
fumption, pride, and felf-flattery, imagining he is itt 
a fafe ftate and in favour with God ; whereas he that 
makes no pretenfions to religion, has no fuch umbrage 
For this conceit and delufion. Thus the miferable Lao- 
diceans " thought themfelves rich, and increafed in 
goods, and in need of nothing." 3. Hence it fol- 
lows, that the lukewarm profeffor is in the moft dan- 
gerous condition, as he is not liable to conviftion, nor 
io likely to be brought to repentance. Thus publicans 

and 
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and harlots received the gofpel more readily than the 
felf-righteous Pharifees. 4. The honour of God and 
rchgion is more injured by the negligent, unconfcien- 
tious behaviour of thefe Laodiceans, than by the vices 
^f thofe who make no pretenfions to religion •, with 
whom therefore its honour has no conncdtion. On 
thefe accounts you fee lukewarmnefs is more aggra^ 
vatedly finful and dangerous than entire coldnefs about 
religion. 

So then, fays Chrift, Becaufe thou art lukewarm^ and 
neither cold nor hot, I will fpue thee out of my mouth : 
this is their doom ; as if he (hould fay, " As luke- 
warm water is mote difagreeable to the ftomach than 
either cold or hot, fo you, of all others, are the moft 
abominable to me. I am quite fick of fuch profeffors, 
and I will caft them out of nay church, and rejecft them 
for ever." 

My prefent defign is to expofe the peculiar abfur- 
dity and wickednefs of lukewarmnefs or indifferency 
in religion ; a difeafe that has fpread its deadly conta- 
gion far and wide among us, and calls for a fpeedy 
cure. And let me previoufly obferve to you, that, if 
I do not offer you fufficient arguments to convince 
your own reafon of the abfurdity and wickednefs of 
iuch a temper, then you may ftill indulge it ; but that 
if my arguments are fufficient, then fhake ojfF your 
floth, and be fervent in fpirit^ and if you negleftyour 
duty, be it at your peril. 

In illuftrating this point I (hall proceed upon this 
plain principle. That Religion is^ of all things, themojt 
important in itfelf, and the mofiinterejiing to us. This 
we cannot deny, without openly pronouncing it an 
impofture. If there be a God, as religion teaches us, 
he is the moft glorious, the moft venerable, and the 
moft lovely Being 5 and nothing can be fo important 
to us as his favour, and nothing fo terrible as his dif- 
pleafure. If he be our Maker, our Benefaftor, our 
Lawgiver and Judge, it muft be our greateft concern 
tQ ferve Wm with all our might. If Jefus Chrift be 



38o ne Banger of Serm. is\ 

£uch a Saviour as our religion reprefcnts, and we pro* 
fefs to believe, he demands our warmeft love and moft 
lively fervices. If eternity, if heaven and hell, and 
the final judgment, are realities, ihey are certainly the 
imofl: auguft, the moft awful, important, and intereft. 
ing realities •, and, in comparifon of them, the moft 
weighty concerns of the prefent life are but trifles 
dreams, and (hadows. If prayer and other religious 
cxcrcifes are our duty, certainly they require all the 
vigour of our fouls ; and nothing can be more abfurd 
or incongruous than to perform them in a languid 
fpiritlefs manner, as if we knew not what we were 
about. If there be any b'fe withir> us, thefe are pro- 
per objefts to call it forth : if our fouls are endowed 
with aftiye powers, here arc objefts that demand their 
litmoft exertion. Here we can never be fo much in 
carneft as the cafe requires. Trifle about any thing- 
but O do not trifle here! Be carelefs and indiflFcrent 
about crowns and kingdoms, about health, life and 
all the world, but O be not carelefs and indifferent 
^bout fuch immenfe concerns as thefe ! 

But to be more particular : let us take a view of a 
lukewarm temper in various attitudes, or with refpefl 
to feveral objefts, particularly towards God — towards 

Jefus Chrifl>— a future ftate of happinefs or mifery ^ 

gnd in the duties of religion ; and in each of thefe views 
we cannot but be fliocked at fo monftrous a temper 
cfpecially if we confider our difficulties and dangers in 
a religious life, and the eagernefs and adlivity of man- 
kind in inferior purfuits. 

I. Confider who and what God is. He is the ori- 
ginal uncreated beauty, the fum total of all natural 
and moral perfedlions, the origin of all the excellen- 
cies that are fcattercd through this glorious univerfe; 
he is the fupreme good, and the only proper portion 
for oiir immortal {^irits. He alfo fuftains the moft 
majeftic and endearing relations to us ; our Father, 
bur Preferver and Benefaftor, our Lawgiver, and our 
Judge. And is fuch a Being to be put ofi^ with heart- 
' ' ^ " ^ Icfs, 
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lefsi lukewarm fervices ? What can be more abfurd 
or impious than to difhonour fupreme excellency and 
beauty with a languid love and efteem j to trifle in the 
prefence of the moft venerable Majefty ; treat the beft 
of Beings with indifFercncy ; to be carelefs about our 
duty to fueh a Father; to return fuch a Benefaftor 
only infipid complimental expreflions of gratitude -, to 
be dull and fpiritlefs in obedience to fuch a Lawgiver; 
and to be indifferent about the favour or difpleafure of 
fuch a Judge ! I appeal to Heaven and earth, if this 
be not the moft ihocking condudl imaginable. Does 
not your reafon pronounce it horrid and moft daringly 
wicked ? And y^t thus is the great and blefled God 
treated by the generality of mankind. It is moft af- 
toniftiing that he ftiould bear with fuch treatment fo 
long, and that n[iankind themfelves are not (hocked at 
it : but fuch the cafe really is. And arc there not fome 
lukewarm Laodiceans in this aflembly ? Jefus knows 
your works, that you are neither cold nor hot ; and it 
is fit you ftiould alfo know them. May you not be 
convinced, upon a little inquiry, that your hearts are 
habitually indiflferent towards God } You may indeed 
entertain a fpeculative efteem or a good opinion of him, 
but are your fouls alive towards him } Do they burn 
with his love ? And are you fervent in fpirit when 
you are ferving him ? Some of you, I hope, amid 
all your infirmities, can give comfortable anfwers to 
thefe inquiries. But alas ! how few ! But yet as to 
fuch of you as are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, 
you are the moft abominable creatures upon earth to 
an holy God. — Be zealous^ be warm, therefore^ and ne- 
^ent, (ver. 19.) 

2. Is lukewarmnefs a proper temper towards Jefus 
Ghrift ? Is this a fuitable return for that love which 
bmught him down from his native paradife into our 
wretched world ? That love which kept his mind for 
thirty-three painful and tedious years intent upon this 
pne objeft, the falvation of finners ? That love which 
fendercd him cheerfully patient of the ftiame, the 

curfe^ 
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curfe, the tortures of crucifixion, and all the agonies 
of the moft painful death ? That love which makes 
him the finner's friend ftill in the courts of Heaven^ 
where he appears as our prevailing Advocate and In- 
terceflbr P iilefTcd Jefus ! is lukewarmnefs a proper 
return to thee for all this kindncfs ? No \ methinks 
devils cannot treat thee worfe. My fellow-mortak» 
my feilow^inners, who are the obje&s of all this k>ve, 
can you put him o(F with languid devotions and faint 
fcrvices ? Then every grateful and generous paffion 
is extinA in your fouls, and you are qualified to ven- 
ture upon every form of ingratitude and baienefs. O 
was Chrift indifferent about your falvation ? Was his 
love lukewarm towards you? No; your falvation 
was the objedl of his moft intenfe application night 
and day through the whole courfe of his life, and it lay 
neareft his heart in the agonies of death. For this he 
had a baptijm to be baptized witb^ a baptifm, an im- 
merfion in tears and blood; and bow am I ftraitened^ 
fays he, //// // be accomplijhedl For this, with defire 
be dejired to eat his laft pajjover^ becaufe it introduced 
the laft fcene of his fufFerings. His love ! what ftiall 
I fay of it ? What language can deicribe its ftrengt^ 
and ardor ? His Icve was ftrong as deatb ; the coals 
thereof were coals of fire^ which had a mofi vehement 
flame: manj waters could not quench itj nor the floods 
drown it. Cant. viii. 6, 7. Never did a tender mother 
love her fucking child with a love equal to his. Never 
was a father more earneft to refcue an only fon from 
the hands of a murderer, or to pluck him put of ^hc 
fire, than Jefus was to fave perifhing finners. Now to 
negleft him after all ; to forget him ; or to think of 
him with indifFerency, as though he were a being of 
but little importance, and we but little obliged to him, 
what is all this but the moft unnatural, barbarous in- 
gratitude, and the moft fhocking wickednefs? Do 
you not expeft everlafting happinefs from him pur- 
chafed at the expence of his blood ? And can you 
hope for fuch an immenfe blefling from him without 

feeling 
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j^eling yourfelves moft fenfibly obliged to him? Can 
you hope he will do fo much for you, and can you be 
content to do nothing for him, or to go through his fer- 
vice with lukewarmnefs and langour, as if you cared 
not how you hurried through it, or how little you had 
to do with it ? Can any thing be more abfurd or im- 
pious than this ? Methinks you may defy hell to fhew 
a worfe temper. May not Chrift juftly wifh you were 
either cold or hot; wifh you were any thing, rather 
than thus lukewarm towards him under a profeflion 
of friendlhip ? Alas ! my brethren, if this be your 
habitual temper, inftead of being faved by him you 
may expeft he will rejeft you with the moft naufeating 
difguft and abhorrence. But, 

3. Is lukewarmnefs and indifFcrency a fuitable tem- 
per with refpeft to a future flate of happinefs or mi- 
fery ? Is it a fuitable temper with refpedl to an hap- 
pinefs far exceeding the utmoft bounds of our prefent 
thoughts and wifties ; an happinefs equal to the largeft 
capacities of our fouls in their moft improved and 
perfedted ftate; an happinefs beyond the grave, when 
all the enjoyments of this tranfitory life have taken an 
eternal flight from us, and leave us hungry and famifh- 
ing for ever, if thefe be our only portion ; an happi- 
nefs that will laft as long as our immortal fpirits, and 
never fade or fly from us ? Or are lukewarmnefs and 
indifFerency a fuitable temper with refpedi: to a mifery 
beyond expreflion, beyond conception dreadful; a 
mifery inflifted by a God of almighty power and in- 
exorable juftice upon a number of obftinate, incorrigi- 
ble rebels for numberlefs, wilful, and daring provo- 
cations, inflifted on purpofe to fhew his wrath and 
make his power known ; a mifery proceeding from 
the united fury of divine indignation, of turbulent 
paflions, of a guilty confcience, of malicious, torment- 
ing devils ; a mifery (who can bear up under the hor- 
ror of the thought ! ) that fhall laft as long as the eter- 
nal God fhall live to inflifl: it ; as long as fin fhall con- 
tinue evil to deferve it; as long as an immortal fpirit 

fhall 
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Ihall endure to bear it ; a mifery that fhall never be m^ 
tigated, never intermitted, never, never, never fee an 
end ? And remember, that a ftatc of happineis ot 
mifery is not far remote from us, but near us, juft be- 
fore us ; the next year, the next hour, or the next 
moment, we may enter into it ; is a ftate for which 
we are now candidates, now upon trial 5 now our eter- 
nal all lies at flake: and, O firs, does an inaAive, 
carelcfs poflure become us in fuch a fituation ? Is a 
flateof fuch happinefs, or fuch mifery; is fuch aflate 
jufl — jufl before us, a matter of indifferency to us? 
O can you be lukewarm about fuch matters ? Was 
ever fuch prodigious flupidity feen under the canopy 
of heaven, or even in the regions of hell, which 
abound with monflrous and horrid difpofitions ? No; 
the hardiefl ghofl below cannot make light of theft 
things. Mortals ! can you trifle about them ? Well 
trifle a little longer, and your trifling will be over for 
ever. You may be indifferent about the improving 
of your time-, but time is not indifferent whether to 
pafs by" or not; it is determined to continue its rapid 
courfe, and hurry you into the ocean of eternity, 
though you fhould continue fleeping and dreaming 
through all the pafTage. Therefore awake, arife ; ex- 
ert yourfelves before your doom be unchangeably fix- 
ed. If you have any fire within you, here let it burn; 
if you have any aftive powers, here let them be ex- 
erted ; here or no where, and on no occafion. Be 
adive, be in earneft where you fhould be; or debafe 
and fink yourfelves into flocks and flones, and efcape 
the curfe of being reafonable and aftive creatures. 
Let the' criminal condemned to die to-morrow, be in- 
different about a reprieve or a pardon ; let a drown- 
ing man be carelefs about catching at the only plank 
that can fave him ; but O do not you be carelefs and 
indifferent about eternity, and fuch amazing realities 
as heaven and hell. If you difbelieve thefe things, 
you are infidels ; if you believe thefe things, and yet 
are unaffected with them, you are worfe than infidels : 

you 
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you are a fort of jfhocking fitigularities, and prodigies 
in nature. Not hell itfelf can find a precedent of fuch 
a condudt. The devils believe, and tremble ; you be- 
lieve, and trifle with things whofe very name ftrike 
folemnity and awe through heaven and hell. But, 

4. Let us fee how this lukewarm temper agrees with 
the duties of religion. And as I cannot particularize 
them all, I fhall only mention an inftance or two. 
View a lukewarm profeflbr in prayer 5 he pays to an 
bmnifcient 6od the compliment of a bended knee, as 
though he could impofe upon him with fuch an empty 
pretence. When he is addrefling the Supreme Ma- 
jefty of Heaven and earth he hardly ever recoUeAs in 
whofe prefence he is, or whom he is fpeaking to, but 
feems as if he were worfhipping without an objedt^ 
or pouring out empty words into the air: perhaps 
through the whole prayer he had not fo much as one 
folemn^ afFeding thought of tfiat God whofe name he 
fo often invoked. Here is a criminal petitioning for 
pardon fo carelefsly, that he fcarcely knows what he, is 
about. Here is a needy famiftiing beggar pleading 
for fuch immenfe bleffings as everlarting falvation^ and 
all the joys of heaven, fo lukewarmly and thought- 
iefsly as if he cared not whether his requeftd were 
gi'antcd or not. He is an obnoxious offender confef- 
fing his fins with an heart, untouched with forrow ; 
worfhipping the living God with a dead heart; mak- 
ing great requefl:s, but he forgets them as foon as he 
rrfes from his knees, and is not at all inquifitive what 
became of them, and whether they were accepted or 
not. And can there be a more Ihocking, impious, 
and daring conduft than this } To trifle in the royal, 
prefence would not be fiich an audacious afFront. For 
a criminal to catch flies or fport with a feather when 
pleading with his judge for his pardon, would be but 
a faint fhadow of fuch religious trifling ! What are 
fuch prayers but folemn mockeries and difguifcd in- 
fults ? And yet, is not this the ufual method in which 
many of you addrcfs the great God 1 The words pro- 
D d d ^^^^ 
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cecd no farther than from your tongue: you do not 
pour them out from the bottom of your hearts » they 
have no life or fpirit in them, and you hardly ever re- 
fleft upon their meaning. And when you have talked 
away to God in this manner, you will have it to pa& 
for a prayer. But furely fuch prayers muft bring down 
a curfe upon you inftead of a bleffing: fucb fsurrifices 
muft be an abomination to the Lord, Prov. xv. 8. and 
it is aftonifhing that he has not mingled your blood 
with your facrifices, and fent you from your knees to 
hell, from thoughtleis, unmeaning prayer to real blaf- 
phemy and torture. 

The next inftance I ftiall mention is with regard to 
the word of God. You own it divine ; you profefs it 
the ftandard of your religion, and the mofl: excellent 
book in the world. Now, if this be the cafe, it is 
God that fpeaks to you ; it is God that fends you an 
epiftle when you are reading or hearing his word» 
How impious and provoking then muft it be to neg- 
led it, to let it lie by you as an antiquated, ufeld^ 
book, or to read it in a carelefs, fuperficial msttiner^ 
and hear it with an inattentive, wandering mind? 
How would you take it, if, when you fpoke to your 
fervant about his own intereft, he ihould turn away 
from you, and not regard you ? Or if you fhould 
write a letter to your fon, and he fhould not fo much 
as carefully read it, or labour to underftand it ? And 
do not fome of you treat the facred oracles in this 
manner ? You make but little ufe of your Bible, but 
to teach your children to read : Or if you read, or 
hear its contents yourfelves, are you not unafFeded 
with them ? One would think you would be all atten- 
tion and reverence to every word ; you would drink 
it in, and thirft for it as new-born babes for their mo- 
ther's milk ; you would feel its energy, and acquire 
the character of that happy man to whom the God of 
heaven vouchfafes to look; you would tremble at his . 
word. It reveals the only method of your falvation^ 
it contains the only charter of all your bleffings. In 
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tfhort, you have the neareft perfonal intereft in it, anc! 
x:an you be unconcerned hearers of it ? I am furc 
your reafon and confciencc muft condemn fuch ftupi- 
dity and indiiFerency as incongruous, and outrageoufly 
wicked. 

And now \tt me remind you of the obfervation I 
made upon entering upon this fubjeft, that if I fhould 
•not offer fufficient matter of convidlion, you might go 
on in your lukewarmnefs ; but if your own reaton 
ihould be fully convinced that fuch a temper is moft 
wicked and unreafonable, then you might indulge it 
at your peril. What do you fay now in the iffue .^ Ye 
•modern Laodiceans, are you not yet ftruck with hor- 
ror at the thought of that infipid, formal, fpiridefs re- 
iigion you have hitherto been contented with ? And 
do you not fee the neceffity of following the advice of 
Chrift to the Laodicean church, be zealous^ be fervent 
for the future, and repent^ bitterly repent of what is 
paft ? To urge this the more, I have two confider- 
;itions in referve, of no fmall weight, x. Confider 
the difficulties and dangers in your way. O firs, if 
you knew the difficulty of the work of your falvation, 
and the great danger of mifcarrying in it, you could 
not be fo indifferent about it, nor could you flatter 
yourfelves fuch languid endeavours will ever fucceed. 
It is a labour, a flriving, a race, a warfare ; fo it is 
called in the facred writings : but would there be any 
propriety in theie expreflions if it were a courfe of floth 
and inaftivity ? Confider, you have ftrong lufts to 
be fubdued, an hard heart to be broken, a variety of 
graces which you are entirely deflitute of to be im- 
planted and cherifhed, and' that in an unnatural foil 
where they will not grow without careful cultivation, 
«nd that you have many temptations to be encounter- 
ed and refifl:ed. In fhort, you mufl be made new men, 
quite other creatures than you now are. And O ! can 
this work be fuccefsfuUy performed while you make 
fuch faint and feeble efforts? Indeed God is the 
Agent,' and all your beft eadeavours can never effeft ■ 
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the bleffcd revolution without him. But his afliftance 
is not to be expefted in the negleft, or carelcfs ufc of 
means, nor is it intended to encourage idleneis, but 
tuftivity and labour ; and when he comes to work, he 
will foon inflame your hearts, and put an end to your 
lukewarmnefs. Again, your dangers are alfo great 
and numerous-, you are in danger from prefumption 
und from defpondencv, from coldnefs, from luke* 
warmnefs, and from falfe fires and enthufiaftic heats ; 
in danger from felf-rightcoufnefs, and from open 
wickednefe, from your own corrupt hearts, from this 
enfnaring world, and from the temptations of the 
devil : you are in great danger of fleeping on in fecu- 
rity without ever being thoroughly awakened ; or, if 
you fhould be awakened, you are in danger of refting 
fhort of vital religion ; and in either of thefe cafes 
you are undone for ever. In a word, dangers crowd 
thick around you on every hand, from every quarter; 
dangers, into which thoufands, millions of your kU 
low-men have fallen and never recovered. Indeed, 
all things confidered, it is very doubtful whether ever 
you will be faved who are now lukewarm and fccure ; 
I do not mean that your fuccefs is imcertain if you be 
brought to ufe means with proper earneftnefs ; but 
alas ! it is awfully uncertain whether ever you will b^ 
brought to ufe them in this manner. And, O firs, 
can you continue fecure and inaftive when you have 
fuch difficulties to encounter with in a work of abfo- 
lute necefiity, and when you are furrounded with fo 
many and fo great dangers ? Alas ! are you capable 
of fuch dcflrudive madnefs ? O that you knew the 
true ftate of the cafe ! Such a knowledge would fooq 
fire you with the greateft ardor, and make you all 
life and vigour in this important work. 

2. Confider how earneft and aftive men arc in other 
purfuits. Should we form a judgment of the faculties 
of human nature by the condud of the generality in 
religion, we fliould be apt to conclude tSat men are 
mere fnails, and that they hav^ no aftive powers bc-t 
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longing to them. But view them about other affairs, 
and you find they are all life, fire, and hurry. What 
labour and toil ! what fchemes and contrivances ! what 
folicitude about fuccefs! what fears of difappointmcnt! 
hands, heads, hearts, all bufy. And all this to pro- 
cure thofe enjoyments which at beff they cannot long 
retain^ and which the next hour may tear from them. 
To acquire a name or a diadem, to obtain riches or 
honours, what hardfhips are undergone I what dangers 
dared ! what rivers of blood fhed ! how many millions 
of lives have been loft ! and how many more endan- 
gered ! In fhort, the world is all alive, all in motion 
with bufinefs. On fea and land, at home and abroad, 
you will find men eagerly purfuing fome temporal 
good. They grow grey-headed, and die in the at- 
tempt without reaching their end ; but this difappoint- 
mcnt does not difcourage the furvivors and fucceflbrs ; 
ftill they will continue, or renew the endeavour. Now 
here men aft like themfelves ; and they fhew they are 
alive, and endowed with powers of great aftivity. 
And j(hall they be thus zealous and laborious in the 
purfuit of earthly vanities, and be quite indiflFerent 
ftnd fluggiih in the infinitely more important concerns 
of eternity? What, felicitous about a mortal body, 
but carelefs about an immortal foul ! Eager in purfuit 
of joys of a few years, but carelefs and remifs in feek- 
ing an immortality of perfeft happinefs ! Anxious to 
avoid poverty, (hame, ficknefs, pain, and ail the evils, 
real or imaginary, of the prefent life-, but indifSerent 
about an whole eternity of the moft intolerable mi- 
fery ! O the deftruftive folly, the daring wickedncfe 
of fuch a conduft ! My brethren, is religion the only 
thing which demands the utmoft exertion of all your 
powers, and alas ! is that the only thing in which you 
will be dull and inaftive ? Is everlafting happinefs the 
only thing about which you will be remifs ? Is eter- 
nal punilhment the only mifery which you are indiflFer- 
ent whether you efcape or not? Is God the only good 
which you purfue with faint and lazy defires ? How 
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mcpofterous ! liow abfurd is this! You can love the 
^orld ; you can love a father, a child, or a friend ^ 
fiay, you can love that abominable, hateful thing, (in: 
thcfe you can love with ardor, ferve with pleafure, 
purfue with eagernefs, and with all your might ; but 
the ever-blefled God, and the Lord Jefus, your beft 
friend, you put off with a lukewarm heart and fpirit- 
iefs fervices. O inexpreffibly monftrous ! Lord, what 
is this that has befallen thine own offspring, that they 
arc fo difaffeftcd towards thee ? Bleffed Jefus, what 
hA thou done that thou (houldeft be treated thus? 
O finners! what will be the confequence of fiicha 
conduft? Will that God take you into the bofora of 
his love ? will that Jefiis fave you by his blood, whom 
you make fo light of? No, you may go and feek a 
heaven where you can find it; for God will give you 
none. Go, fhift for yourfelves, or look out for a Sa- 
viour where you will; Jefus will have nothing to do 
with you, except to take care to infli<ft prefer puniih- 
ment upon you if you retain this lukewarm temper jOf 
wards him. Hence, by way of improvement, fcarn, 

I. The vanity and wickcdnefs of a lukewarm rcli^ 
gion. Though yoii Ihould profefs the beft religion 
that ever came from heaven, it will not fave you; nay^ ~ 
it will condemn you with peculiar aggravations if you 
are lukewarm in it. This fpirit of indifferency dif- 
fufed through it, turns it all into deadly poifon. Your 
religious duties are all abominable to God while tii^ 
vigour of your fpirits is not exerted in them. Youjp 
prayers are infults, and he will anfwer them as fuch by 
terrible things in righteoufnefs. And do any of you 
hope to be faved by fuch a religion ? I tell you from 
the God of truth, it will be fo far from faving you, 
that it will certainly ruin you for ever : continue as you 
are till the laft, and you will be as certainly damned to 
all eternity as Judas, or Beelzebub, or any ghoft in 
hell. But alas! 

2. How common, how fafhionable is this lukewarm 
religion! This is the prevailing, epidemical fin of 

our 
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our age and country ; and it is well if it has not the 
fymt fatal efFed upon us as it had upon Laodicea: 
Laodicea loft its liberty, its religion, and its all. There- 
fore let Virginia hear and fear, and da no more fo 
wickedly. We have thoufands of chriftians, fuch as 
they are ; as many chriftians as white men ; but alas i 
they are generally of the Laodicean ftamp; they arc 
neither cold nor hot. But it is our firft concern to 
know how it is with ourfelves •, therefore let this in- 
quiry go round this congregation : Are you not fuch 
lukewarm chriftians ? Is there any fire and life in your 
devotions ? Or are not all your aftive powers engrof- 
fed by other purfuits ? — Impartially make the inquiry, 
for infinitely more depends upon it than upon your 
temporal life. 

3. If you have hitherto been poflefled with this 
Laodicean fpirit, I befeech you indulge it no longer. 
You have feen that it mars all your religion, and will 
end in your eternal ruin : and I hope you are not fo 
hardened as to be proof againft the energy of thiscon- 
fidcration. Why halt you fo long between two opi- 
nions ? / would you were cold or hot. Either make 
thorough work of religion, or do not pretend to it. 
Why ftould you profels a religion which is but an in- . 
fipid indifFerency with you ? Such a religion is good 
for nothing. Therefore awake, arife, exert yourfelves* 
Strive to enter in at the ftrait gate -, ftrive earneftly, 
or you are fhut out for ever. Infufe heart and fpirit 
into your religion. *' Whatever your hand findeth to 
do, do it with your might.** Now, this momenta 
while my voice founds in your ears, now begin the 
vigorous enterprize. Now coUefl: all the vigour of 
your fouls, and breathe it out in fuch a prayer as this, 
" Lord, fire this heart with thy love.*' Prayer is a 
proper introduftion : for let me remind you of what 
I ftiould never forget, that God is the only Author of 
this facred fire •, it is only he that can quicken you : 
therefore, ye poor carelefc creatures, fly to him in an 
agony of importunity, and never defift, never grow 
weary tiU you prevail. 4v And 
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4. And laftly, Let the beft of us lament our luke« 
warmnefs, and earneftly feek more fervour of fpirit* 
Some of you have a little life ; you enjoy fomc warm 
and vigorous moments; and O! they arc divinely 
fweet. But refleft how foon your fpirits flag, your 
devotion cools, and your zeal languifhes. Think of 
this, and be humble : think of this, and apply for 
more life. You know where to apply, Chrift is your 
life : therefore cry to him for the communications of 
it. " Lord Jcfus ! a little more life, a little more vi- 
tal' heat to a languifhing foul." Take this method, 
^nA you Jball ruHy and not be weary \ you Jball walky and 
not faint. Ifaiah xl. 31. 



SERMON XVI. 

The Divine Government the Joy of our World. 



Psalm xcvii. i. ^he Lord reigneth^ let the earth rejoice '3 
let the multitude of the tfles be glad thereof. 

WISE and good rulers are juftly accounted an ex- 
tenfive bleffing to their fubjcfts. In a govern- 
ment where wifdom (its at the helm ; and juftice, tem- 
pered with clemency, holds the balance or retribution, 
liberty and property are fecured, encroaching ambi- 
tion is checked, helplefs innocence is proteded, and 
univerfal order is eftabliftied, and confequcntly peace 
and happinefs diffufe their ftreams through the land. 
In fuch a fituation every heart muft rejoice, every coun- 
tenance look cheerful, and every bofom glow with 
gratitude to the happy inftruments of fuch extended 
beneficence. 

But, on the other hand, TVo to thee, O land, when 
thy king is a child. Ecclef. x. 16. weak, injudicious^ 

humourfome. 



Serm. i6. the Joy of our World. 393 

humourfome, and peevifli. This is the denunciation 
of Solomon, a fage philofopher, and an opuknt king, 
whofe ftation, capacity, and inclination, confpired to 
give him the deepcft flcill in politics : and this denun- 
ciation has been accompliftied in every age. Empires 
have fallen, liberty has been fettered, property has 
been invaded, the lives of men have been arbitrarily 
taken away, and rriifery and defolation have broken in 
like a flood, when the government has been intruded 
in the hands of tyranny^ of luxury^ orrafhnefs; and 
the advantages of climate and foil, and all others which 
nature could beftow, have not been able to make the 
fubjcfts happy under the baleful influence of fuch an 
adminifliration. 

it has frequently been the unhappy fate of nations 
to be enflaved to fuch rulers ; but fuch is the unavoid- 
able imperfeftlon of all human governments, that 
when, like our own, they are managed by the befl: 
hands, they are attended with many calamities, and 
cannot anfwer feveral valuable ends ; and from both 
thefe confiderations we nlay infer the neceflity of a di- 
\*ine government over the whole univerfe, and parti- 
cularly over the earth, in which we are more efpecially 
concerned. Without this fupreme univerfal Monarch, 
the affairs of this world would fall into confufion •, and 
the concerns of the next could not be managed at all. 
The capacities of the wifefl: of men are fcanty, and 
not equal to all the purpofes of government; and hence 
many affairs of importance will be unavoidably mif- 
conduced •, and dangerous plots and aggravated crimes 
may be undifcovered for want of knowledge, or pafs 
unpunifhed for want of power. A wife and good ru- 
ler may be diffufing among his fubjefts all that happi- 
nefs which can refult from the imperfed adminiflration 
of mortals, but he may be tumbled from his throne, 
and his government thrown into the greatefl: diforder 
by a more powerful invader ; fo that the beft ruler 
could not make his fubjedts laftingly happy, unlcfs he 
were univerfal monarch of the globe (a province too 
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great for a::y mortai) and above the reach of the am- 
bitious po-.ver of others. Further, Human dominion 
c2n:iot extend to the fouls and confciences of men : 
civil rulers can neither know nor govern them-, and 
yzi thefe miift be governed and brought into fubjec- 
tion to the eternal laws of reaibn, otherwife tanquillity 
cir.nDt fubfsfc on earth ; and efpecially the great pur- 
pofc!; of religion, which regard a future fiate, cannot 
be ar.fvvcrcd. 

Men are placed here to be formed by a proper edu- 
cation for another world, for another clafs, and other 
employments; but civil rulers cannot form them for 
thcfe important ends, and therefore they muft be un- 
der the ^^vernment of one who has accefs to their 
fpirits, and can manage them as he pleafes. 

Deeply imprcft with thefe and other confidcrations, 
v/hic!i fiiail be prcfently mentioned, the Pfalmift is 
tr:infported into this reflcftion, The Lord reignetby let 
the earth rejoice \ let the multitude of the ijles be glad 
thereof. 

The Pfaln-.ift feems to have the mediatorial empire 
of grace ereftcd by Immanuel more immediately in 
view ; and this indeed defervcs our fpecial notice ; 
but no doubt he included the divine government in 
f-eneral, which is a juft ground of univerfal joy : and 
in this latitude I fhailconfider the text. 

Peifons in a tranfport are apt to fpeak abruptly, and 
on;It the particles of connexion and inference ufual in 
calm reafoning. 'Thus the Pfalmift cries out, Tie Lord 
reignetb^ let the earth rejoice ; let the multitude of the 
fjles be glad thereof! but if we reduce the paflage into 
an argumentative form, it will ftand thus, " The Lord 
reigneth, therefore let the earth rejoice; and let the 
multitude of the ifles be glad upon this account." 

The earth may here fignify, by an ufual metonymy, 
the rational inhabitants of the earth, who are efpecially 
concerned in the divine government; or, by a beauti- 
ful poetical profopopoeia, it may fignify the inanimate 
globe of the earth ; and then it intimates that the di- 
vine 
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vine government is fo important a bleffing, that even 
the inanimate and fenfelefs creation would rejoice in it, 
were it capable of fuch paflSons.* The ifles may like- 
wife be taken figuratively for their inhabitants, parti- 
cularly the Gentiles who refided in them ; or literally 
for trafts of land furrounded with water. 

My prefent defign is, 

To ifluftrate this glorious truth, that Jehovah's fu- 
preme government is a juft caufe of univetfel joy. 

For that end I fhall confidcr the divine govcrnmer.t 
in various views, as legiflative, providential, media- 
torial, and judicial -, and (hew that in each of thefe 
views the divine government is matter of univerfal 
joy. 

I. The Lord rcigneth upon a throne of legiflation, 
let the earth rejoice \ let the multitude of the ifles be glad 
thereof. 

He is the one fupreme Lawgiver, Jam. iv. 12. and 
is perfeftly qualified for that important truft. Nothing 
tends more to the advantage of civil fociety than to 
have good laws eftabliftied, according to which man- 
kind arc tocondud themfelves, and according to which 
their rulers will deal with them. Now the fupreme 
and univerfal King has ^reAed and published the beft 
laws for the government of the moral world, and of 
the human race in particular. 

Let the earth then rejoice that God has clearly re- 
vealed his will to us, and not left us in inextricable 
perplexities about our duty to him and mankind. Hu- 
man reafon, or the light of nature, gives us fome in- 
timations of the duties of morality, even in our dege- 
nerate ftate, and for this information v/e fhould blcfi 
God J but alas ! thefe difcovcries are very imperfeft, 
and we need fapernatural revelation to make known 
to us the way of life. Accordingly, the Lord has fa- 
voured us with the facred oracles as a fupplement to 

the 
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By the fame figarc the inanimate parts of the creation arc called 
upin to praife the Lord, P/alm cjclviii. and au* faid to travel aai 
groan und^r :hc fia of man. Rom. vlii.^2?. 
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the feeble light of nature •, and in them we arc fully 
*' tiiught what 13 good, and what the Lord rcquircth 
of us/' And what caufe of joy is this ! How pain- 
ful are the anxieties that attend uncertainty about mat- 
ters of duty ! How diftreiling a doubtful, fluAuat- 
ing mind in an affair of fuch tremendous importance ! 
This, no doubt, fome of you that are confcientious 
have had the experience of, in particular cafes, when 
you were at a lofs to apply to them the general direc- 
tions in facred fcripture. 

Again, Let the earth rejoice \ let the tnuliitude of tbt 
ifles be glad that thefe laws are fuitably enforced with 
proper fanftions. The fanftions arc fuch as become a 
God of infinite wifdom, almighty power, inexorable 
ji:ftice, untainted holinefs, and unbounded goodnefs 
and grace, and fuch as arc agreeable to the nature of 
reafonable creatures formed for an immortal duration. 
The rewards of obedience in the divine legiflation are 
not fuch toys as pofts of honour and profit, crowns 
and empires, which are the higheft rewards that civil 
rulers can promife or beftow •, but rational peace and 
ferenity of mind, undaunted bravery under the frowns 
of adverfity, a cheerful confidence in the divine guar- 
dianfhip under all the calamities of life, and in the fu- 
ture world an entire exemption from all forrow, and 
from fin, the fruitful fource of ail our affeftions ; the 
pofieflion of every good, the enjoyment of the divine 
prefence, of the fociety of angels and the fpirits of 
jufl: men made peffcd:; in fhort, the fruition of an 
happinefs above our prefent wifhes, and equal to our 
then mature faculties, and all this for ever : thefe are 
the rewards of evangelical obedience, not indeed for 
its own fake, but upon account of righteoufnefe of the 
blefled Jefus ; and if thefe fail to allure men to obedi- 
ence, what can prevail ? And how happy is it to live 
under a government, where virtue and religion, which 
in their own nature tend to our happinefs, are enforc- 
ed with fuch refiftlefs arguments ! On the other hand, 
the penalty anncxt by the divine Lawgiver to difobe- 

dience 



Serm. i6. ibe Joy of our World. 397 

dience is proportionably dreadful. To pine and Ian- 
guifh under the fecret curfe of angry Heaven, which, 
like a contagious poifon, diftufcs itfelf through all the 
enjoyments of the wicked, Mai, ii. 2. to fweat under 
the agonies of a guilty confcience in this world, and 
in the future world to be baniftied from the beatific 
prefence of God and all the joys of heaven ; to feel 
the anguifli and remorfe of guilty refleftions ; to burn 
in unquenchable fire •, to confume a miferable eternity 
in the horrid fociety of malignant ghofts ; and all this 
without the leaft rational expeftation •, nay, without 
fo much as a deluded hope of deliverance, or the miti- 
gation of torture, through the revolutions of endlefs 
ages, all this is a faint reprefentation of the penalty 
annext to difobedience ; and it is a penalty worthy a 
God to inflift, and equal to the infinite malignity of 
fin. And let the earth rejoice \ let the multitude of the 
ijles be glad, on account not only of the promiflbry 
fanftion of the law, but alfo of this tremendous pe- 
nalty -, for it flows not only from juftice but from 
goodnefs, as well as its promife. The penalty is not 
annext to the law, • nor will it be executed from a ma- 
lignant pleafure in the mifery of the creature, but it 
is annext from a regard to the happinefs of mankind, 
and will be executed upon individuals for the extenfive 
good of the whole as well as for the honourable dif- 
play of the divine purity and juftice. A penalty is 
primarily intended to deter men from difobedience. 
Now difobedience tends in its own nature to make us 
miferable ; it renders it impoffible, in the nature of 
things, that we fliould be happy in the enjoyment of 
God and the employments of heaven, which are eter- 
nally and immutably contrary to finful depofitions ; 
and it fills us with thofe malignant and unruly paffions 
which cannot but make us uneafy. Hence it follows, 
that, fince the penalty tends to deter us from fin, and 
fince fin naturally tends to make us miferable, there- 
fore the penalty is a kind of gracious inclofure round 
the pic of mifery, to keep us from falling into it : it 
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is a friendly admonition not to drink poifon •, it is, in 
a word, a kind rcftraint upon us in our career to ruin ; 
and indeed it is a blefling we could not fpare ; for we 
find, that, notwithftanding the terror of the threaten- 
ing, men v/ili run on in fin -, and with how much more 
horrid alacrity and infernal zeal would they continue 
their courfe if there were no divine threatening to 
check and withhold them ? The earth may alfo re- 
joice for the execution of the penalty of the divine law 
againft fin •, for the confpicuous punifhment of the dif- 
obedient may ferve as a loud warning to all rational 
beings that nowexift, or that may hereafter be created, 
not to offend againft God ; and thus it «iay be the 
means of preferving them in obedience, and fo pro- 
mote the general good \ a-nd it may be that the num- 
ber of thofe that fhall be punilhed of the human and 
angelic natures, when compared to die number of 
realbnable beings that ftiall be confirmed in holinefs and 
happinefs by obfervirg their doom, may bear no more 
proportion than the number of criminals executed in 
a government as public examples, does to all the fub- 
jefts of it; and ccnfcquently fuch punilhment may be 
vindicated on the fame principles. Farther, Juftice 
is an amiiihle attribute in itfelf, and it appears fo to 
all rational beings but criminals, whofe intereft it is 
that it fhould not be difplayed \ and therefore the in- 
flidtion of jiift punifhment fhould be matter of general 
joy, fince it is amiiiblc in itfelf. So it is in human go- 
vernments-, v/hile we are innocent, v/e approve of 
the condudi of our magiftrates in inflidling capital 
punifhment upon notorious malefaftors, though the 
malefaAors thenifelves view it with horror. But to 
proceed : 

Let the earth rejoice \ let the multitude cf the ifies be 
glad^ that the divine laws reach the inner man, and 
have pov/er upon the hearts and confcicnces of men. 
Human laws can only fmooth our external conduft at 
beft, buu the heart in the mean time may be difloyai 
and wicked. Now this defedt is fupplied by the laws 

cf 
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of the King of Heaven, which are fpiritual. They 
require a complete uniformity and felf-confiftency in 
us, that heart and life may agree ; and therefore they 
are wifely framed to make us entirely good. They 
have alfo an inimitable power upon the confciences of 
men. Should all the world acquit us, yet we cannot 
acquit ourfelves when we violate them. The confci- 
oufnefs of a crime has made many an hardy offender 
fweat and agonize with remorfe, though no human 
eye could witnefs to his offence. Now what caufc of 
joy is it that thefe laws are quick and powerful, and 
that they are attended with almighty energy, which 
in fome mcafure intimidates and reftraints the moft au- 
dacious, and infpires the confcientious with a pious 
fear of offending ! 

II. " The Lord rcigneth by his Providence, let 
the earth therefore rejoice ; and the multitude of the 
ifles be glad thereof." 

The Providence of God is well defcribed in our 
Shorter Catechifm : " It is his moft holy, wife, and 
powerful preferving and governing all his creatures, 
and all their aftions." To particularize all the inftances 
of providential government v/hich may be matter of 
joy to the earth would be endlefs, therefore I Ihall 
only mention the follov/ing : 

Lei the earth rejoice -^ and the multitude of the ijles be 
gladj that the Lord reigneth -over the kingdoms of 
the earth, and manages all their affairs according to 
his fovereign and wife pleafure. We fometimes hear 
of wars and rumours of wars, of thrones tottering, 
and kingdoms falling, of the nations tumultuoufly 
raging and dafhing in angry conflidl, like the waves 
of the boifterous ocean. In fuch a juncture we may 
fay. The floods have lifted up^ O Lord, the floods have 
lifted up their voice. The floods lift up their waves. 
But the Lord reignetb, therefore the world fnall he efta- 
hlifhed that it cannot be moved. — The Lord on high is 
mightier than the noife of many waters ; yea, than the 
mighty waves of the fea. Pfalmxciii. Sometimes the 
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ftmbition of foreign power, or the encroachments of 
domeftic tyranny, may threaten our liberties, and per- 
fecution may feem ready to discharge its artillery 
ligainfl: the church of God, while every pious heart 
trembles for the ark, left it fhould be carried into the 
land of its enemies. But the Lord reigneth ! let the 
earth, let the church rejoice-, the etemai God is her re- 
fuge^ and underneath her are the everlafting arms. Deuf. 
xxxiii. 27. He will over-rule the various revolutions 
of the world for her good ; he will give kings for her 
ranfom, Ethiopia and Seba for her-, and the united 
powers of earth and hell fhall not prevail againft her. 
Though the frame of Nature Ihould be unhinged, we 
may find refuge in our God. Yet it muft be owned, 
that the Lord for the chaftifement of his people may 
fufFer their enemies to break in upon them, and may 
caft them into the furnace of affliftion. But let the 
earth rejoice, let the church be glad that the Lord 
reigneth over her moft powerful enemies, and that 
they are but executing his will even when they have 
no regard to it, but are gratifying their own ambition. 
They are but a rod in the hand of a t«nder father, 
who corrects only to amend : and when he has ufed 
the rod for this gracious purpofe, he will then lay it 
afide. In this language the Almighty fpeaks of the 
haughty AfTyrian monarch who had pufhed his con- 
quefts fo far and wide. Ifaiah x. 5, 6, 7. Ojijfyrian^ 
the rod of mine anger ^ &c. I will give him my commif- 
fionj and fend him againft the Jewsy my favourite peo- 
ple y becaufe they are degenerated into an hypocritical na-^ 
tion, and he fhall execute my orders^ — " Howbeit, he 
meaneth not fo; it is far from his heart to obey my 
will in this expedition •, but his only defigft is to ag- 
grandize himfelf, and to deftroy and cut off nations 
not a few." And when this inftrument of the divine 
vengeance arrogates to himfelf the honour of his own 
iuccefles, with what juft infult and difdain does the 
King of kings fpeak of him! ver. 12 — is* Shall 
the ax hoaft it f elf againft him that hewetb therewith f 

As 
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As if the rod fhould fhake itfelf againji him that liftetb 
it up^ &c. The defign of God in thefe chaftifements 
is to purge away the iniquity of his people; and this 
is all the fruit of them to take aiway their fin •, atid 
when this gracious defign is anfwered, they fhall be 
removed ; and the rod of the wicked fhall not always lie 
upon the lot of the righteous. Pfalm cxxv. 3. Now 
what caufe of univerfal jcy is this, that One infinitely 
wife fits at the helm, and can fteer the feeble veflel 
of his church through all the outrageous ftorms of 
this unfriendly climate and tempeftuous ocean ! He 
may feem at times to lie afleep, but in the article of 
extreme danger he will awake and fl:ill the winds and 
the fea with his fovereign mandate, Peace^ be Jtili. 
Men may form deep and politic fchemes, and purpofe 
their accomplifliment in defiance of Heaven, but God 
difappointeth the devices of the crafty^ fo that their hands 
cannot perform their enterprife. He taketh the wife in 
their own craftinefs^ and the counfel of the f toward is 
carried headlong. Job v. 12, 13. This was exempli- 
fied in the cafe of Ahithophel, i Sam. xvii, 14. The 
hearts of men, yea of kings, are in the hand of the 
Ldrd^ and he turneth them whitberfoever he will. Prov. 
xxi. I. (fee alfo chap. xvi. i, 9. and xix. 21.) And 
how joyful a thought this, that we are not at the arbi- 
trary difpofal of our fellow-mortals, and that aff^iirs 
are not managed according to their capricious pleafure, 
but that our God is in the heaven, and doth whatfo- 
ever he pleafeth 1 Pfalm ex v. 3. 

Again, the church may be endangered by intefl:in3 
divifions and oflFences. The profeflTors of religion may 
ftumble and fall, and fo wound the hearts of the friends 
of Zion, and give matter of triumph and infult to its 
enemies. Some may apoftatize, and return like the 
dog to his vomit. A general lukewarmnefs may dif- 
fufe itfelf through the cliurch, and even thofe who 
retain their integrity in the main may feel the conta- 
gion. Divifions and anin-'^ties may be inflamed, 
mutual love may be extinguiA^, i^id a fpirit of,dif- 
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cord fuccced in its place. A moft melancholy cafe this, 
and too much like our own-, and our hearts fink at 
times beneath the burden. But tte Lordreignetb •, let 
the earth be glad. He can reduce this confuflon into 
order, and make the wrath of man topraifehim, and 
reftrain the remainder of it. Pfalm Ixxvi. lo. It is the 
peculiarity of divine wifdom to educe good out of eviJ, 
and let us rejoice in it. God is fupremc, and there- 
fore can controul all the wicked paffions of the mind. 
He has the refidue of the fpirit, and can rekindle the 
Janguifhing flame of devotion. And O let us apply 
to him with the mofl vigorous and unwearied impor- 
tunity for fo neccfiary a blefling ! 

Again, we arc expofed to numberlefs accidental and 
unforefecn dangers, which we cannot prevent nor en- 
counter. Sicknefs and death may proceed from a thou- 
fand unfufpcftcd caufes. Our friends, our eftates, 
and, in fhort, all our earthly enjoyments, may be torn 
from us by a variety of accidents. We walk, as it 
were, in the dark, and may tread on remediJe/s dan- 
gers ere we a.re aware. But the Lord reignetb ; let the 
earth be glad! Contingent events are at his difpofal, 
and neceffity at his controul. The fmalleft things arc 
not beneath the notice of his providence, and the 
greateil: are not above it. Difeafes and misfortunes 
that feem to happen by chance, are commiflioned by 
the Lord of all ; and they that refult evidently from 
natural caufes are fent by his almighty will. He fays 
to one, go, and it goeth; and to another come, and 
it Cometh : he orders the devafl:ations that are made 
by the moft outrageous elements. If flames lay our 
houfes in afhes, they are kindled by his breath. If 
hurricanes fweep through our land, and carry defola- 
tion along with them, they perform his will, and can 
do nothing, beyond it : his hand hurls the thunder, 
and direfts it where to ftrike. An arrow or a bullet 
fhot at a venture in the heat of battle, is carried, to 
its mark by divine dfredion. How wretched a world 
would this be werr it not under the wife management 

of 
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of divine Providence ! If chance or blind fate were 
its rulers, what defolations would crowd upon us every 
moment ! we fhould foon be crufhed in the ruins of a 
fallen world. Every wind that blows might blaft us 
with death, and fire and ;water would mingle in a 
blended chaos, and bury us in their deftruftion. But 
fo extenfive is the care of Providence, that even the 
fparrows may find fafety in it ; and we cannot lofe fo 
much as an hair of our heads without its permiflion. 
Matt.-x.. 29, 30, 31. And how much more then are 
our perfons and our affairs of importance under its 
guardianfhip and direftion ! 

Again, we are in perpetual danger from the malig* 
nant agency of infernal fpirits, who watch all oppor- 
tunities to ruin the fouls, bodies, and eftates of men. 
Thefe fubtle fpirits can injeft infnaring thoughts into 
our minds, and prefent fuch images., to the fancy as 
may allure the foul to fin. This is repeatedly afrerte4. • 
in fcripture, and attefted by the melancholy cxperiejice 
of multitudes in all ages. That they have power alfo 
in the material world to raife ftornls and tempefts, and 
to ruin men's eftates, and inflift difeafes on their bodies, 
is plain from the cafe of Job, and many in our Sa- 
viour's time, and from Satan's, being-called the prince 
of the power of the air-; and^ his 'aiTociates fpiritual 
wickednefjes in high places. And what horrid devafta- 
tions would thefe powerful and malicious beings fpread 
through the world if they were not under the controul 
of divine Providence ! They would perpetually haunt 
our minds with infnaring or terrifying images, would 
meet us with temptations at every turn, and lead us 
willing captives to hell. They would alfo ftrip us en-p 
tirely of all temporal enjoyments, torture our bodies 
with grievous pains, or moulder them into duft v/ith 
confuming and loathfome difeafes. But the Lord reign-- 
eth ; let the earth be glad. He keeps the infernal lions 
in chains, and rcftrains their rage. He fees all their 
fubtle plots and machinations againft his feeble (Keep, 
gfld baffles them all. /" He will not fuflFer his people 
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to be tempted above what they arc able to bear ; but 
with the temptation will alfo make a way to efcape, 
I C^. X. 13. And when he fufFers them to be buf- 
fettcd, his grace fhall be fufficicnt for them, &c. 2 Cor, 
xii. 7, 9. He hath, alfo (as Satan himfclf confefled 
with regard to Job) made an hedge about us, about 
our houfes, and about all that we have on every fide. 
Job i. 10. and hence we live and enjoy the bleffings 
of life. What caufe of grateful joy is this ! Who 
would not rather die than live in a world ungoverncd 
by divine Providence! This earth would foon be 
turned into a hell, if the infernal armies were let loofe 
Tupon it. 

• III. The Lord reigneth upon a throne of grace ! 
** let the earth rejoice, and the multitude of the iflcs 
-be glad." 

It is the mediatorial government of the Mefliah 
■which the^ Pfalhiift had more immediately in view; 
and this is the principal caufe of joy to the earth and 
its guilty inhabitants. This is a kind of government 
peculiar to the human race*: the upright ^ngth do not 
need it, and the fallen angels are not favoured with 
it. This is inveftcd in the perfon of Immanuel, 
^' who is made head over all things to his church," 
Ephef. i. 22. " to whom all power in heaven and earth 
is given." Matt. xi. 27. and xxviii. i8. This is the 
kingdom defcribed in fuch auguft language in Dan, ii. 
ver. 44,45. andvii. 14. Lukei. 32, 33. Hence that 
Jefus who was mocked with a crown of thorns, and 
condemned as a criminal at Pilate's tar, wears on his 
vefture and on his thigh this majeftic infcription, Kii^ 
of kings, and Lord of lords. Rev. xix. i6. And be- 
hold I bring you glad tidings ; this kingdom of God 
is come unto you, and you are called jto become its 
fubjecfts, and fhare in its bleffmgs. Wherever the gof- 
jpel is preached, there Jehovah fits upon a mercy-feat 
in majefty tempered with condefcending grace. From 
thence he invites rebels that had rejefted his govern- 
ment to return to their allegiance, and pofles an aA of 
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grace upon all that comply with the invitation. To 
his throne of grace he invites all to come, and ofFers 
them the richeft bleffings. From thence he publiflies 
peace on earth, and good- will towards men. From 
thence he offers pardon to all that will fnbmit to his 
government, and renounce their fins, thofe weapons 
of rebellion. From thence he diftributes the influences 
of his Spirit to fubduc obftinnte hearts into cheerful 
fubmiffion, to fupport his fubjefts under every bur- 
den, and furnifh them with ftrength for the fpiritual 
warfare. He fubdues their rebellious corruptions, ani- 
mates their languilhing graces, and protefts them from 
their fpiritual enemies.* He enadls laws for the regu- 
lation of his church, app6ints ordinances for her edifi- 
cation, and qualifies minifters to difpenfe them. He 
hath ajcended up on high ; he hath received gifts for 
men; and thefe he hath diftributed, and given fome^ 
prophets \ andfomeyapojlks^ and fome, evangelifts -^ and 
fome^ pajiors and teachers -, for the perfeSing of the 
faints^ for the work of the minifiry^ for the edifying of 
the body ofChriJi. Ephcf. iv. 8, 11, I2* And it is by 
virtue of authority derived from him that his minifters 
now ofliciate, and you receive his ordinances at their 
hands. Now how happy are we, that we live under 
the mediatorial adminiftration ! under the empire of 
grace !— J>/ the earth rejoice \ let the multitude of the 
ijles be glad upon this account. And let us pray that 
all nations may become the willing fubjcdls of our gra- 
cious fovereign. If this adminiftration of grace had 
not been erefted, in what a miferable fituation fhould 
we have been ! guilty, miferable, and hopelefs ! Let 
us rejoice that the King of heaven, from whom we 
had revolted, has not fuffered us to perifli without re- 
medy in our unnatural rebellion, but holds out the 
fceptre of his grace to us, that we may touch it and 
live. 

IV. An4 

* See his reign mod: beaotifully defcribed under the type of Solq^ 
mott. PfaJm Ixxii. 
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IV. And laftly, the Lord will reign ere long upon 
a throne of univcrfal judgment confpicuous to the aA 
(embled univerfc, let the earth therefore rejoice^ and tke 
multitude of the ijles be glad. 

Here I may borrow the inimitable language of the 
Pfalmift, Pfalm xcvi, lo, 13. The Lord JhaU judge 
the people righteoufly. Let the heavens rejoice^ and let 
the earth be glad: let tbefea roar^ and tbefulnefs thereof: 
let the fields be joyful^ and all that is therein ; then /hall 
aU the trees of the wood rejoice before the Lord^ for he 
Cometh ! for he cometh to judge the earth. " He fliall 
judge the world with righteoufnefs and the people with 
his truth.*' This will indeed be a day of infupport- 
ab!c terror to his enemies. Rev. vi. 15, 16. but, on 
many accounts, it will prove a day of joy and triumph. 

This day will unfold all the myfteries of divine Pro- 
vidence, which arc now unfearchable. There are many 
difnenfations now for which we cannot account. Many 
blefTings are beftowed, many calamities fall, and many 
events happen, of which mortals cannot fee the reafon. 
Profperity is the lot of fome who feem the peculiar 
objeds of divine vengeance; and many groan under 
afflictions who feem more proper objefts of providen- 
tial beneficence. We are often led into ways, the end 
of which we cannot fee, and are bewildered in various 
perplexities about the defigns of divine Providence to- 
wards us. Hence alfo impiety takes occafion to cavil 
at the ways of God as not equal, and to cenfure his 
government as weakly adminiftered. But in that day 
all his ways will appear to be judgment. The clouds 
and darknefs that now furround them will vanifh, and 
the beams of wifdom, goodnefs, and juftice, will fhine 
illuftrious before the whole univerfe, and every crea- 
ture fhall join the plaudit, He hath done aU things well! 
Now we can at beft but fee a few links in the chain of 
providence, but then we fhall fee it all entire and com- 
plete ; then the whole fyftem will be expofed to view 
at once, which will difcover the ftrange fymmetry, 
Cji^me^ipps, dependencies, and references of all the 
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parts, without which we can no more judge of the ex- 
cellency of the procedure than a ruftic could tell the 
ufe of the feveral parts of a watch, if he faw them 
fcattered, in various places. Let the earth therefore 
be glad m expectation of this glorious difcovery. 

Again, let the earth rejoice that in that day the pre- 
fcnt unequal diftributions of Providence will be for 
ever adjufted, and regulated according to the ftrifteft 
juftice. This is not the place or feafon for retribution, 
and therefore we need not be furprifed that the blef- 
fings and calamities of this life are not difpofed accord- 
ing to men's real charafters ; but then every man fhall 
be dealt with according to his works. Opprefled in- 
nocence will be redrefled, and infolence for ever mor- 
tified : calumny will be confuted, and flattery expof- 
ed : Lazarus fhall be comforted, and Dives tormented : 
impious kings fhall be driven into the infernal pit, 
while pious beggars fhall be advanced to the heights 
of happinefs. In ihort, all matters will then be fet 
right, and therefore let the earth rejoice. 

Again, let the earth rejoice that in that day the 
righteous fhall be completely delivered from all fin and 
forrow, and advanced to the perfeftion of heavenly 
happinefs. Then they fhall enter upon the full frui- 
tion of that blifs, which is now the objed of all their 
anxious hopes and earneft labours. 

But we muft change the fcene into tragedy, and 
take a view of trembling criminals hearing their dread^ 
fill doom, and finking to hell with horrible anguifh. 
And muft the earth rejoice in this too ? Yes, but 
with a folemn tremendous joy. Even the condemna- 
tion and everlafting mifery of thefe is right and juft, 
is amiable and glorious •, and God, angels, and faints, 
will at the great day rejoice in it. The awful gran- 
deur of juftice will be illuftrated in it ; and this is mat- 
ter of joy. The punifhment of irreclaimable impe- 
nitents will be an efFeftual warning to all reafonable 
beings, and to all future creations, as has been obferv- 
cd ; and by it they will be deterred from difobedicnce ; 
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and this is the caufc of joy. Thcfe criminals will then 
be beyond repentance and reformation, and therefore 
it is impoflible in the nature of things they fhould be 
happy; and why then fhould Heaven be encumbered 
with them ? Is it not caufc of joy that they fhould 
be confined in prifon who have made themfelves unfit 
for focicty ? In the prefent fUte iinners arc ofajefts of 
our compaflion and forrow, and the whole creation 
mourns for them. Rom. viii. 22. But God will then 
rejoice in their ruin, and laugh at their calamity, Prov. 
1. 26. and all dutiful creatures will join in his joy. 

Thus you fee that the Lord reigneth. And who^ 
poor feeble faints, who is this that fuftains this uni- 
verfal government, and rules the whole creation ac- 
cording to his pleafure ? It is your Father, your Sa- 
viour, your Friend ! It is he that entertains a tenderer 
regard for you than ever glowed in an human breaft. 
And can you be fo foolifh as to regard the furmifesof 
unbelief? Can you force yourfclves to fear that he 
will ever leave or forfake you ? Can you fufpec5t that 
he will fufFer you to fall an helplefs prey to your ene- 
mies? No, your Lord reigneth, therefore rejoice. 
Rejoice in the Lord always \ and again I fay rejoice. 
AVhile he keeps the throne of the univerfe, you fhall 
be fafe and happy. Your Father is greater than all, 
and none can pluck you out of his hands. Remember 
he fits upon a throne of grace, therefore come to him 
with boldnefs. You may fmile at calamity and confu- 
fion, and rejoice amid the ruins of the world : you 
may borrow the language of David, Pfalm xlvi. or or 
Habbakuk, ch. iii. ver. 17, 18. Remember alfo, that 
as he is a King he demands your cheerful obedience, 
and therefore make his fervicc the bufinefs of your 
life. 

And, unhappy finners ! let me aflc you. Who is 
this that reigns King of the univerfe ? Why, it is he 
whom you have rejected from being King over you ; 
it is he againft whom you have rebelled, and who is 
therefore your juft enemy. And are you able to make 

good 
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good your caufe againft him who has univerfal nature 
at his nod ? How dreadful is your fituation ! That 
which may make the earth rejoice, may make you 
fear and tremble. The Lord reigneth, let finners 
tremble. You muft fall before him, if you will not 
cheerfully fubmit to his government. Let me there- 
fore renew the ufual negle<5led declaration, ** He fits 
upon a throne of grace." Let me once more in his 
name proclaim reconciliation ! reconciliation! in your 
ears, and invite you to return to your allegiance. Lay 
down your arms, forfake your fins. Haften, haften 
to him. The fword of his juftice now hg^gs over 
your heads while I am managing the treaty with you ; 
and therefore delay not. Yield ! yield, or die; fur- 
render, or perifli ; for you have no other alternative. 
Submit, and you may join the general joy at his go- 
vernment. You upon earth, and devils and damned 
fhofts in hell, are the only beings that are forry for it; 
ut upon your fubmiflion your forrow fliall be turned 
into joy, and you fliall exult when the Lord of all comes 
to judge the world with right eoufnefs^ and the people with 
his truth. Pfalmxcvi. 13, 
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SERMON XVII. 

The Name of God proclaimed by himfelf. 



ExoD. xxxiii* 1 8, 19. And he faid^ I befeech tbee^Jbew 
me thy glory. And he faidj I will make all my gool* 
nefs pafs before thee, and I will proclaim the name of 
the Lord before thee— 

WITH 

Chap, xxxiv. 6, 7. And the Lord faffed by before him, 
and proclaimed, ^he Lord, the Lord God, merciful 
and gracious, long-fuffering, and abundant in goodnefs 
and truth •, keeping mercy for thoufands, forgiving in- 
iquity and tranfgreffion and fin, and that will by no 
means clear the guilty. 

IT is a very natural and proper inquiry for a creature, 
" Where is God my Maker ?" And an heart that 
loves him muft long to know more of him, and is 
ever ready to join with Mofes in his petition, Shew me, 
I pray thee, thy glory, or, " Reveal thyfelf to me." 
That thou art, I infer from my own exiftence, and 
from thy numerous works all around me •, and that 
thou art glorious, I learn from the difplay of thy per- 
feftions in thy vaft creation, and in the government 
of the world thou haft made. But, alas ! how fmall 
a portion of God is known in the earth ^. How faint- 
ly does thy glory fhine in the feeble eyes of mortals ? 
My knowledge of things in the prefent ftate of fle/h 
and blood depends in a great mcafure upon the fenfes; 
but God is a fpirit invifible to eyes of flefh, and im- 
perceptible through the grofs medium of fenfation. 
How and when Ihall I know thee as thou art, thou 
great, thou dear unknown ? In what a ftrange fitua- 
tion am I ! I am furrounded with thy omniprefence, 

yet 
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yet I cannot perceive thee : thou art as near me as I 
am to myfelf ; " thou knoweft my rifing up and my 
fitting down; thou underftandeft mj: thoughts afar 
off; thou penetrateft my very eflence, and knoweft 
me altogether. Pfalm cxxxix. 2, &c." But to me 
thou dwelleft in impervious darknefs, or, which is the 
fame, in light inacceflible. O that I knew where I 
might find him ! Behold I go forward j\ but he is not there ; 
and backward^ but I cannot perceive him : on the left 
handy where he doth work^ but I cannot behold him : 
he hideth himfelf on the right hand^ that 1 cannot fee him. 
Job xxiii. 3, 8, 9. I fee his perfeftions beaming upon 
me from all his works, and his providence ever-aftivQ 
ruling the vaft univerfe, and difFufing life, motion, 
and vigour through the whole : the virtue of his wif. 
dom, power, and goodnefs. 

Warms in the fun, rcfrefhes in the breeze ; 

Glows in the flars, and blofToms in the trees ; 

Lives in all life, extends through all extent j 

Spreads undivided, operates unfpent j 

Infpires our foul, informs our vital part.— Pope. 

But where is the great Agent himfelf? Thefe are 
his works, and they are glorious; " in wifdom has he 
made thcni all," but where is the divine Artificer ? 
From thefe difplays of his glory, which ftrike my 
fenfes, I derive fome ideas of him \ but O ! how faint 
and glimmering ! how unlike to the all-perfed Arche- 
type and Original ! I have alfo heard of him by the 
hearing of the ear : I read his own defcriptions of him.- 
felf in his word •, I contemplate the reprefentations he 
has given of himfelf in his ordinances -, and thefe are 
truly glorious, but they arc adapted to the dark and 
groveling minds of mortals in this pbfcure region, and 
fall infinitely ftiort of the original glory. I can think 
of him ; I can love him; I can converfe and carry on 
a fpiritual intercourfe with him ; I feel him working 
in my heart; I receive fenfible communications of love 
and grace from him ; I dwell at times with unknown 
delight in the contemplation of his glory, and am 



412 iThe Name of God ' Serm. 17, 

tranfported with the furvcy : but, alas ! I cannot fully 
know him ; I cannot dive deep into this myftery of 
glory : my fcnfes cannot perceive him ; and my intel- 
leftual powers in the prefent ftate are not qualified to 
converfe with fpiritual objeAs, and form a full ac- 
quaintance with them. O * if it would pleafe my God 
to fhew me his glory in its full luftre ! O that he 
would reveal himfclf to me fo as that my fenfcs may 
affift my mind; if fuch a manner of revelation be pot 
fible! 

Such thoughts as thefe may naturally rife in our 
minds; and probably fome fuch thoughts poflefled 
the. mind of Mofes, and were the occafion of his re- 
queft, Ibefeech theejbewmethy^lory. 

Thefe chapters whence we have taken our fubjcft 
of difcourfe, prefent us with tranfadions that muft 
feem very ftrange and incredible to a mind that knows 
nothing of communion with the Father of Spirits, and 
that is furnifhed only with modern ideas. 

Here is, not an angel, but a man; not a creature 
only but a finner, a (inner once as depraved as our/eJves, 
in intimate audience with the Deity. Jehovah fpeaks 
to him face to face^ as a man fpeaketh to his friend. 
Mofes ufes his intereft in favour of a rebellious peo- 
ple, and it was fo great that he prevailed : nay, to 
ihew the force of his intercefSons, and to give him an 
encouragement to ufe them, God condefcends to re- 
prefent himfelf as rcftrained by this importunate peti- 
tioner, and unable to punifh the ungrateful Ifraelites, , 
v/hile Mofes pleaded ror them. Let me alone^ fays he, 
that my zvrath may wax hot againfi this people^ that I 
way confume them. Exod. xxxii. 10. Mofes urges pe- 
tition upon petition ; and he obtains blefTing upon 
blefling, as though God could deny nothing to fuch i 
favourite. He firft deprecates the divine wrath, that 
it might not immediately break out upon the Ifraelites, 
and cut tliem off, verfes 11 — 14. When he has gain^ 
ed this point, he advances farther, and pleads that 
God would be; their Conductor through the wildernefs, 

as 
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as he had been till that time, and lead them into the 
promifed land. In this ar?icle God feems to put him 
ofF, and to devolve the work of conducing them 
upon himfelf; but Mofes, fenfible that he was not 
equal to it, infifts upon the requeft, and with a facred 
dexterity urges the divine promifes to enforce it. Je- 
hovah at length appears, as it were, partly prevailed 
upon, and promifes to fend his angel before him as 
his guide. Chap, xxxii. 34. and xxxiii, 2. But alas ! 
an angel cannot fill up his place; and Mofes renews 
his petition to the Lord, and humbly tells him that he 
had rather ftay, or even die where they were in the 
wildernefs, than go up to the promifed land without 
him. If thy prefence go not with me^ carry us not up 
hence^ chap, xxxiii. 1 5. *^ alas ! the company of an 
angel, and the pofleffion of a land flowing with milk 
and honey will not fatisfy us without thyfelf." His 
prayers prevail for this blelTmg alfo, and Jehovah will 
not deny him any thing. O the furprifing prevalency 
of faith ! O the efficacy of th^ fervent prayer of a 
righteous man ! 

And now, when his people are reftored unto the 
divine favour, and God has engaged to go with them, 
has Mofes any thing more to afk } Yes, he found 
he had indeed great intereft with God, 'and O ! he 
loved him, and longed, and languifhed for a clearer 
knowledge of him : he found that after all his friend-, 
ly interviews and conferences he knew but little of his 
glory; and now, thought he, it is a proper time to 
put in a petition for this manifeftation ; who knows 
but it may be granted ! Accordingly he prays with 
a mixture of filial boldnefs and trembling modefty, / 
bejeech thee^ Jhew me thy glory: that is to fay, " Now 
I am in converfe with thee, I perceive thou art the 
moft glorious of all beings; but it is but little of thy 
glory I as yet know. O ! is it poffible for a guilty 
mortal to receive clearer difcoveries of it ^ If fo, I 
pray thee favour me with a moreAill and bright view.'* 
f his petition is alfo granted, and the Lord promifes 
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him, I will make all my goodnefs pafs before tbee^ and I 
will proclaim the name of the Lord before thee. 

That you may the better underftand this ftrangc 
hiftory, I would have you obferve a few things. 

I ft, In the earlier ages of the world it was a very 
common thing for God to aflume fome vifible form, 
and in it to converfe freely with his fervants. Of this 
you frequently read in the hiftory of the patriarchs, 
particularly of Adam, Abraham, Jacob, &c. It is 
alfo a tradition almoft univerfally received in all ages, 
and among ail nations, that God has fometimes ap- 
peared in a fenfible form to mortals. You can hzxdXy 
meet with one heathen writer but what you will find 
in him fome traces of this tradition. Upon this, in 
particular, are founded the many extravagant ftories 
of the poets concerning the appearances of their gods. 
Had there been no original truth in fome appearances 
of the true God to men, there would have been no 
colour for fuch fables ; for they would have evidently 
appeared groundlefs and unnatural to every reader. 
This tradition therefore was no doubt originally de- 
rived from the appearances of the Deity in a corpor 
real form in early ages.* Sometimes God aflumed 
an human fhape, and appeared as a man. Thus he 
appeared to Abraham, in company with two angels. 
G^n. xviii. and that good patriarch entertained them 
with food as travellers j yet one of them is repeatedly 
ftiled the Lord, or Jehovah, the incomniunicable name 
of God; fee verfes 13, 20, 22, 26, &c. and fpeaks 
in a language proper to him only, verfes 14, 2X, &c. 

Sometimes 

* Thefc appearances were probably made in the perfon of the 
Son, and rftighc be intended as a prelude orcarneft of his afluming 
human nature, in the fulnefs of time, and his dwelling among mor- 
tals. He was the immediate Agent in the creation of the world} 
and the Father devolved upon him the whole ceconomy of Provi- 
dence from the beginning ; and hehce he had frequent occafions to 
appear on fome grand defign. Ic cannot fcem incredible that he 
fhould thus alfame fome vifible form, to fuch as believe that God 
was at length really manifefied in the fiejh\ for this temporary appa- 
rent incarnation cannot bi deemed more ftrange than his really hz-^ 
\n%fnadefejhi and dwelling among tUn 
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Sometimes he appeared as a vifible brightnefs, or a 
body of light, or in fome other fcnfible form of ma- 
jefty and glory. Thus he was ktxi by Mofes in the 
bufh as a burning fire ; thus he attended the Ifraelites 
through the wildernefs, in the fymbol of fire by night, 
and a cloud by day ; and thus he often appeared in 
the tabernacle, and at the dedication of Solomon's 
temple, in fome fenfible form of glorious brightnefs, 
which the Jews called the Schechinah-y and looked upon 
as a certain fymbol of the divine prefence. 

2dly, You arc to obfervc that God, who is a fpirit, 
cannot be perceived by the fenfes -, nor were thefe fen- 
fible forms intended to reprefent the divine eflence, 
which is wholly immaterial. You can ho more fe& 
God than you can fee your own foul ; and a bodily 
form can no more reprefent his nature than fliape or 
colour can reprefent a thought, or the affeftion of 
love. Yet, 

ijdly. It muft be allowed that majefi:ic and glorious 
emblems, or reprefentations of God exhibited to the 
fenfes, may help to raife our ideas of him. When the 
fenfes and the imagination affift the power of pure 
underflanding, its ideas are more lively and impreffive : 
and though no fenfible reprefentations can bear any 
ftrift refembknce to the divine nature, yet they may 
ftrike our minds deeply, and fill them with images of 
grandeur and majefty. When I fee a magnificent pa-' 
lace, it naturally tends to give me a great idea of the 
owner or builder. The retinue and pomp of kings, 
their glittering crowns, fceptres, and other regalia, 
tend to infpire us with ideas of majefty. In like man- 
ner, thofe fenfible reprefentations of Deity, efpecially 
when attended with fonie rational defcriptions of the 
divine nature, may help us to form higher conceptions 
of the glory of God : and the want of fuch reprefen- 
tations may occafion lefs reverence and awe. For in- * 
ftance, had the defcription of the Deity, the Lord God 
merciful and gracious ^ &c. been only fuggefted to the 
mind of Mofes as an objedb of calm contemplation, it 
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would not have ftruck him with fuch profound rever- 
ence, nor given him fuch clear or impreflivc ideas as 
when it was proclaimed with a loud, majeftic voice, 
and attended with a vifible glory too bright for mor- 
tal eyes. Human nature is of fuch a make, that it 
cannot but be affecfled with things of this nature. 

Confider the matter well in the light which I have 
fet it, and you may fee fomething of the propriety and 
good tendency of thefe appearances, and at the fame 
time guard yourfelves againft miftakes. Let me now 
give you what I apprehend the true hiftory of this re- 
markable and illuftrious appearance of God to Mofes. 

Mofes had enjoyed frequent interviews with God, 
and feen many fymbols of his prefence and reprefenta- 
tions of his glory ; but he ftill finds his knowledge of 
him very defeftive, and apprehends that God might 
give him fome reprefentation of his glory more ftrik- 
ing and illuftrious than any he had feen. Therefore, 
finding that now he was in great favour with him, he 
humbly moves this petition, / befeech theejhew me thy 
glory \ " give me fome more full and majeftic repre- 
fentation of thy glory than I have hitherto feen." The 
Lord anfwers him, " I will caufe all my goodnefs,** 
that is, a glorious, vifible reprefentation of my good- 
nefs, which is, " my glory, to pafs before thee," which 
may ftrike thy fenfes, and make them the medium of 
conveying to thy mind more illuftrious and majeftic 
ideas of my glory. And as no fenfible forms can fully 
reprefent the fpiritual efl^ence and perfections of my 
nature, while I caufe a vifible reprefentation of my 
glory to pafs before thee, I will at the fame time pro- 
claim the name of the Lord,* and defcribe fome of the 
principal perfeftions which conftitute my glory and 

goodfiefs. 

* The LXX render the pafTage, I 'will callhy ffiy nanut the Lord, 
hefore thee. And this is the nnoft literal tranflation of the Hebrew: 
they are rendered, Inclamaho nominatim Jehova ante faciem tuatitt 
by Junius and TremcUius. According to this verfion the fenfe 
feems to be, ** When the fymbol of my glory is paffing by, I will 
give thee notice, and call by my name the Lord» that I may not 
pafs by unobfervcd." 
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goodnefs. But fo bright will be the luftre of that form 
which I fhall aflume, that thou art not able to fee my 
face, or the moft fplendid part of the reprefentation ; 
the glory is too bright to be beheld by any mortal, 
ver. 20. But there is a place in a rock where thou 
mayeft wait, and I willcaft darknefs over ?t till the 
brighteft part of the form of glory in which I fhall 
appear is paffed by, and then I will open a medium 
of light, and thou (halt fee my back parts ; that is, 
thofe parts of the reprefentation which are lefs illuftri- 
ous, and which pafs by laft: the glory of thefe thou 
fhalt be enabled to bear, but my face fhall not be feen." 
Ver. 2 — 23. 

Thus* God condefcended to promife- and wlien 
matters were duly prepared, he performs his engage- 
ment. The Lord affumcd a vifible form of gloryy 
end paffed by before him^ and proclaimed his name^ which 
includes his perfeftions. Things are known by their 
names, and God is known by his attributes, therefore 
his name includes his attributes. The proclamation 
ran in this augufl: flyle, Th Lord^ the Lord God^ mer- 
ciful]and gracious^ long-fuffering^ abundant in goodnefs 
and truths keeping mercy for thoufands^ forgiving ini- 
quity^ tranfgrejjion^ and fin. Mofes was ftruck with 
reverence and admiration, and bowed and worfhipped. 

My prefent defign is to explain the fevcral names 
and perfections here afcribed to God, and fhew that 
they all concur to eonftitute his goodnefs. For you 
muft obferve this is the conneftion. Mofes prays for 
a view of God's glory, God promifes him' a view of 
his goodnefs, which intimates that his goodnefs is his 
glory, and when he defcribcs his goodnefs, what is 
the defcription ? It is the Lord^ the Lord God^ merci- 
ful and gracious^ long-fuffering^ abundant in goodnefs and 
truths keeping* mercy for thoufands, forgiving iniquity ^ 
H h h tranfgrefftoHj 

* The Hcbre\;vs obferve, that the firfl letter of the word tranf- 
}ated keeping, is much larger than ufual ; which fhcws that 9 parii- 
cular emphaiis is to be laid upon it; as if he (hould fay, •« I.moU 
ftriftly and richly keep mercy for thoufands ; the trcifurc is immcl^fe> 
'^rid can never be exhauftcd." 
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tranfgrejfton^ and Jin. That thefe attributes belong to 
his goodnefe we eafily and naturally conceive-, but 
what fhall we think of his punitive juftice, that awful 
and tremendous attribute, the objedl of terror and 
averfion to finners ? Is that a part of his goodnefs 
too ? Yes, when God caufcs his goodnefs to pafs be- 
fore Mofes, he proclaims as one part of it, that be 
will by no means clear the guilty \ and that be vifits the 
iniquities of the fathers upon the children to the third and 
fourth generation. This awful attribute is an impor- 
tant part of his goodnefs, and without it he could not 
be good, amiable, or glorious. 

1 am now about to enter upon a fubjefl: the moft 
fublimc, auguft, and important, that can come within 
the compafs of human or angelic minds, the name and 
perfeelions of the infinite and ever-glorious God. I 
attempt it with trembling and reverence, and I forefee 
I fhall finiih it with fhame and confufion : for who by 
fe arching can find out God ? who can find out the Almigh-* 
ty unto perfeBion ? Job xi. 7. The queftion of Agar 
mortifies the pride of human knowledge; ff^bat is bis 
name^ or what is his fon^s name^ if thou canft tell? Prov. 
XXX. 4. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me \ it is 
high^ I cannot attain unto it. Pfalm cxxxix. 6. It is as 
high as Heaveny what can I know? deeper than hellj 
what can I do? the meafure thereof is longer than the 
earthy and broader than the fea. Job xi. 8, 9. Lend 
me your fkill, ye angels, who have feenhis face with- 
out intermiflion from the firfl: moment of your happy 
exill:enc2 y or ye faints above, thaty^^ him as he is^ and 
know even as you are known^ infpire me with your ex- 
alted ideas, and teach me your celeftial language, while 
I attempt to bring Heaven down to earth, and reveal 
its glories to the eyes ot mortals. In vain I aik ; their 
knowledge is incommunicable to the inhabitants of 
flefh, and none but immortals can learn the language 
of immprtality. But why do I afk of them ? O thou 
Father of angels and of meny who canji perfeli thy 
fraife even out of the mouths of babes and fucklings^ and 

who 
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who canft open all the avenues of knowledge and pour 
thy glory upon created minds, do thou ihine into my 
heart, to give me the light of the knowledge of thy 
glory : / hefeech theejhew me thy glory \ caufe it to fhine 
upon my underftanding, while I try to difplay it to thy 
people, that they may behold, adore, and love. 

As to you, my brethren, I folicit your moft folemn 
and reverential attention, while I would lead you into 
the knowledge of the Lord your Maker. One would 
think a kind of filial curiofity would infpire you with 
eager defires to be acquainted with your divine Parent 
and original. You would not be willing to worfhip 
you know not what, or, with the Athenians, adore an 
unknown God. Do you not long to know the greateft 
and beft of beings, the glimmerings of whofe glory 
fhine upon you from Heaven and earth ? Would you 
not know him in whofe prefence you hope to dwell and 
be happy for ever and ever ? Come then, be all awe 
and attention, while I proclaim to you his name and 
perfeftions, TheLord^ the Lord God^ merciful and gra- 
cious^ long-fuffering^ and abundant ingoodnefs and truth \ 
keeping mercy for thoufands^ forgiving iniquity^ tranfgref- 
fion^ and fin. 

We may be fure God has aflumed to himfelf fuch 
names as are beft adapted to dcfcribe his nature, as far 
as mortal language can reach. And every thing belong- 
ing to him is fo dear and important, that his very name 
deferves a particular confideration. This is not to make 
empty criticifms upon an arbitrary, unmeaning found, 
but to derive ufeful knowledge from a word of the 
greateft emphafis and fignificancy. 

The firft name, in the order of the text, and in its 
own dignity, is, the Lord^ or Jehovah ; a name here 
twice repeated, to fhew its importance, the Lord, the 
Lord, or Jehovah, Jehovah. This is a name peculiar 
to God, and incommunicable to the moft exalted crea- 
ture. The apoftlc tells us, There are Gods many, and 
Lords many, i Cor. viii. 5. Magiftrates in particular 
gre fo galled, becaufe their authority is fome (hadow o^ 
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the divine authority. But the name Jehovah, which 
is rendered Lord in my text, and in all thofe places in 
the Bible where it is written in capitals, I fay, this name 
Jehovah ir. appropriated to the Supreme Being, and 
never applied to any other. He claims it to himfelf, 
fis his peculiar glory. Thi:s in Pfalm Ixxxiii. ver. 18. 
TboUy wbofc name alone is Jehovahy art the Moft High 
over all the earth. And in Ifaiah xlii. ver. 8. 1 am the 
Lord^ or (as it is in the original) Jeho'vah', that is my 
name, my proper incommunicable name, and ffr^ gi^ 
will T not give to another ; that is, I will not allow ano- 
ther to fliare with me in the glory of wearing this name. 
Thus alfo in Amos vi. ver. 13. Lo^ he that formetb the 
mountains^ and crcateth the wind^ that declarcth to man 
ivhat is in his thoughts^ &c. the Lord^ the God of Hojis^ 
is his name^ his diftinguiftiing, appropriated name. 
There muft therefore be fomething peculiarly facred 
and fignificant in this name, fince it is thus incommu- 
hicably appropriated to the only one God, 

The Jews had fuch a prodigious veneration for thi^ 
name as amounted to a fuperftitious excefs. They call 
it " That name," by way of diftindion, " The great 
name, the glorious name, the appropriated name, the 
unutterable name, the expounded name/'* becaufe 
they never pronounced it, except in one inftance, which 
I fhall mention prefently, but always expounded it by 
fome other: thus when the name Jehovah occurred in 
the Old I'eftament, they always read it Adonai^ or 
EUhim^ the ufual and lefs facred names, v/hich we tranf- 
Jatc Lord God. It was never pronounced by the Jews 
in reading, prayer, or the moft folemn aft of wor- 
fhip, much lefs in common converfation, except once 
a year, on the great day of atonement, and then only 
by the high prieft in the fanftuary, in pronouncing 
the benedidion; but at all other times, places and oc- 
cafions, and to all other perfonS|> the pronunciation 

was 

* They alfo diftinguifh it by the name of the fonr letters that 
compofed it, jodh^ hcy ^jqu, be ; and Iicncc the Greeks called it (h§ 
four lettered NamCt S^e Buxtorf. *. 
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was deemed unlawful. The benediftion was that 
which you read in Numbers vi. verfes 24, 25, 26. 
where the, name Jehovah is thrice repeated-in the He- 
brew, Jehovah blefs thee, and keep thee: Jehovah make 
his face tojhine upon thee^ and be gracious to thee: Je- 
hovah lift up the light of his countenance upon thee^ .and 
give thee peace. When this venerable name was pro- . 
nounced upon this occafion, we are told by the Jewifh 
rabbies, '' that all the vaft congregation then prefent 
bowed the knee, and fell down in the humbleft prof- 
tration, crying out, BleJ/ed be his glorious name for ever 
and ever. They fuppofed this name had a miraculous 
virtue in it, and that by it Mofes and others wrought 
fuch wonders : nay, fo great was their fuperftition, 
that they thought it a kind of charm or magical word, 
and that he that had it about him, and knew its true 
pronunciation and virtue, could perform the moft fur- 
prifing things, and even (hake heaven and earth.* 

I do not mention thefe things with approbation, 
but only to fhew that there is foq:;iething peculiarly 
fignificant, important, and facred in this name, from 
whence the Jews took occafion for fuch, extravagant 
notions : and this will appear from its etymology. You 
knov/ it is not my ufuai method to carry a great quan- 
tity of learned difquifition with me into the pulpit, or 
to fpend your time in trifling, pedantic criticifms upon 
words, which may indeed have a fhew of literature, 
and amufe thofe who admire what they do not under- 
ftand, but can anfwer no valuable end in a popular au- 
dience. However, at prefent I muft take the liberty 
of fhewing you the original meaning of the name Jc^ 
hovahy that I may thoroughly explain my text, and 
that you may know the import of a name that will 

occur 

* This name fecms not to have been unknown a^ong other na- 
tions. Hence probably is derived the name yo<vis, Jofve^ the Latin 
name for the I'upreme God. And in is probably in allufion to this 
that Varro fays, " Deum Judaeorum elTe Jovem." The Moors alfo 
c^ll God Jubah, and the Mahometans jFiW ; which in their l^guagc 
fignifies the fame with Jehovah, namely, He *wbo is. See Univ, 
Hift. Vol. in. p. 35;, note 1. 
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occur fo often to you in reading your bibles ; for, as I 
told you, wherever you meet with the word L&rd in 
large letters, it is always Jehovah in the original. 

The name Jehovah is derived from the Hebrew 
verb, to be\ «nd therefore the meaning of the word 
Jehovah is, ^e exiftent^ the beings or He that is. Thus 
it feems explained in Exodus iii. ver. 14. I am that 
I am^ or, " I am becaufe I am;" that is, I exift, and 
have being in and of myfelf without dependence upon 
any caufe •, and my exiftence or being is always the 
fame, unchangeable and eternal. St. John well ex- 
plains this name by the Who is^ who was^ and who is 
to come ; or, as the paflage might be rendered, " The 
prefent Being, the paft Being, and the future Being ;'* 
or. The Being that is, the Being that was, and tho^ 
Being that will be •, that is, the perpetual, the eter- 
nal, and unchangeable Being. I fhall only obferve 
farther, that Jehovah is not a relative, but an abfolute 
name: there is no pronoun or relative word that is 
ever Joined with it: we can fay, My Lord, our Lord, 
our God, &c. but the Hebrews never fay or write. 
My Jehovah, our Jehovah, &c. fo that this name 
reprefents him as he is in himfelf, without any rcla^ 
tion to his creatures, as he would have been if they 
had never exifted. He would ftill have been the Be- 
ing, the abfolute, independent cxiftent, in which view 
he has nothing to do with his creatures, and can fuf= 
tain no relation to them. 

From this name, thus explained, we learn the foK 
lowing glorious, incommunicable perfections of God ^ 
that he is felf-exiftent and independent ; that his be- 
ing is neceflary ; that he is eternal ; and that he is un^ 
changeable. 

While I am about to enter upon thefe fubjedbs, I 
feem to ftat^ upon the brink of an unbounded, fa- 
thomlefs ocean, and tremble to launch into it ; but, 
under the conduft of fcripture and humble reafon, . fet 
us make the adventure; for it is an happinefs to be 
Ipft andfwallowed up in fuQh an ocean of perfeftion, 

I. Tho 
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I. The name Jehovah implies that God is felfi- 
exifteni and independent. I do not mean by this that 
he produced himfclf, for that would be a dircdt con- 
tradidlion, and fuppofe him to exift, and not to exift 
at the fame time : but I mean that the reafon and 
ground of his exiftence is in his own nature, and does' 
not at all depend upon any thing befides. Being is 
effential to him. He contains an infinite fulnefs of 
being in himfelf,. and no other being has contributed 
in tlie leaft towards bis exiftence ; and hence with 
great propriety he aflumcs that ftrange name, I am. 
He is Being throughout, perfeftly and univerfally 
vital ; and the reafon of this is entirely within his 
Own nature. 

How glorious is he diftinguifhed in this refpedl from 
all other beings,, even the mbft illuftrious and power- 
ful ! Time was, when they were nothing. Angels, 
and archangels, men and beafts, fun, moon, and ftarsv 
in Ihort, the whole univerfe befides were once nothings 
had no being at all : and what was the reafon that they 
ever came into being ? Certainly it wag not in them : 
when they were nothing there was no reafon at all in 
them why they fhould ever be fometl^ing-, for in not 
being, there can be no reafon or ground for being. 
The mere pleafure of God, the fiat of this felf-exifting 
Jehovahy is the only reafon and fole caufe of their 
exiftence. If it had not been for him, they would 
have continued nothing as they were: their being 
therefore is entirely precarious, dependent, and wholly 
proceeds from a caufe without themfelves. But Je- 
hovah glories in an unborrowed, underived, indepen- 
dent being. "Whatever he is, it is his own ; he owes 
it only to himfelf. What a glorious Being is this! 
how infinitely different from and fuperior to the whole 
fyftem of creatures I Are you not already conftrained 
to bow the knee before him, and wonder^ adore, and 
love? But, 

II. Hence it follows that his exiftence is necefTary ; 
that is,, it is impoifible for him not io he. His being 

does- 



y 



424 the Name of Goi ^rrru if. 

docs not depend upon any thing without Km, nor 
does it depend upon his own arbitrary will, but it is 
cffential tq his nature. That he fhould not be is as 
great an impoffibility as that two and two fhould not 
make four. It is impoffible that any thing fhould be 
more clofcly connefted with any thing than being is 
with his eflence, and it is impoffible any thing fhould 
be more oppofite to any thing than he is to non-exift- 
cnce. Since he received his being fi-om nothing with- 
out himfeif, and fmce the reafon of his exiftcnce is not ' 
derived from any other, it follows, that unlefs he exifts 
by the neceffity of his own nature, he muft exift with- 
out any neceffit)' -, tliat is, without any reafon at all, 
which is the fame as to fay that nothing is the caufe 
or ground of his exiftence •, and what imagination carf 
be more abfurd ? His being therefore muft exift by 
an abfolute, independent neceffit}'. 

What a glorious Being is this ' how ififinitely dif- 
tant from nothing, or a poffibility of not being ! What 
an uiibounded fund of exiftence, what an immenfe 
ocean of Being is here ! Alas! what are we, what is 
the whole univerfe befides in this comparifon? They 
are nGibiKg^ lefs than nothin^^ end vanity. Our being 
is not only derived but arbitrary, depending entirely 
upon the mere pleafure of Jehovah. There was no 
neceflity from our nature that we flioiild be at all; and 
now there is no neceffity that we fhould continue to^^. 
If wc exift, it is not owing to us. *' He made us, 
and not v;e ourfclves j*' and if we fhall continue to be 
for ever, it is not owing to a fund of being within 
ourfelves, but to the fame God who firft formed us. 
It is but lately fincc we fprung from nothing, and 
how ne^.r are we ftill to the confines of nothing ! We 
hang over the dreadful gulph of annihilation by a flen- 
der thread of being fuftained by the felf-originated 
Jehovah. Remove him, take away his agency, and 
univerfcil nature finks into nothing at once. Take 
away the root, and the branches wither : dry up the' 
fountain, and the ftreams ceafe. If any of you arc 

fach 
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fuch fools as to wiih in your hearts there were no Godi 
you imprecate annihilation upon the whole univerfe ; 
you wifli total dcftruftion to yourfelf and every thing 
elfe ; you wifti the extinftion of all being. All depend 
upon God, the uncaufed caufe, the only neceflary 
Being* Suffer me here to make a digreffion. Is this 
the God whom the daring fons of nien fo much forget^ 
difhonour, and difobey ? Arc they fo entirely depen- 
dent upon him, and yet carelefs how they behave to- 
wards him, carelefs whether they love and pleafe him ? 
Do they owe their Being and their all entirely to him ? 
And are they wholly in his hand ? What then do they 
mean by withholding their thoughts and affedions from 
him, breaking his laws and neglefting his gofpel ? 
Can you find a name for fuch a Conduft ? Would ic 
not be entirely incredible did we not fee it with our 
eyes all around us ? Sinners, what mean you by this 
conduft ? Let the infant rend the womb that conceived 
it, or tear the breafts that cherifh it; go, poifon or 
deftroy the bread that Ihould feed you ; dry up the 
ftreams that fhould allay your thirft ; ftop the breath 
that keeps you in life: do thefe things, or do any 
thing, but O ! do not forget, difobey, and provoke 
the very Father of your being, to whom you owe it 
that you are not as much nothing now as you were tent 
thoufand years ago, and on whom you depend, not 
only for this and that mercy, but for your very being, 
every moment of your exiftence, in time and eternity. 
He can do very well without you, but O what are you 
without him ! a ftream without a fountain, a branch 
without a root, an eifeia without a caufe, a mere blank, 
a nothing. He indeed is felf-fufficienfand felf-exiftent. 
It is nothing to him, as to his exiftence, whether cre- 
ation exifts or not. Let men and angels, and every 
creature fink to nothing, from whence they came, his 
being is ftill fecure: he enjoys an unprccarious being 
of his own, neceflarily, unchangeably, and eternally 
exiftent. Men and angels bow the knee, fall proftrate 
and adore before this Being of beings. How meant 
I i i ar« 
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arc you in his prefence ! what poor, arbitrary, depen- 
dent, perifhing creatures ! what (hadows of esdftence ! 
what mere nothings ! And is it not fit you fliould 
humbly acknowledge it ? Can there be any thing more 
unnatural, any thing more foolifh, any thing more au^ 
dacioufly wicked, than to negleA or contemn fuch a 
Being, the Being of beings, the Being that includes 
all being? I can hardly bear up uude^: the horror of 
the thought, 

III. I'he name Jehovah implies that God is eter- 
nal -, that is, he always was, is, and ever will be. From 
ever lofting to ever lofting he is God. Pfalm xc. 2. This 
is his grand peculiar, he only hath immortality^ 2 Tim. 
vi. 16. in a full and abfolute fenfe. Men and angels 
indeed are immortal, but it is but a kind of half-eter- 
nity they enjoy. They once were nothing, and con- 
tinued in that ftate through an eternal duration. But 
as Jehovah never will have an end, fo he never had a 
beginning. This follows from his neceflary felf-exift- 
cnce. It the reafon of his exiftence be in himfelf, 
then unlefs he always cxifted he never could exift, for 
nothing without himfelf could caufe him to exift. And 
if he exiils by abfolute neceffity^ he muft always exift, 
for abfolute neceflity is always the fame, without any 
relation to time or place. Therefore he always was, 
and ever will be. 

And what a wonderful Being is this ! a Being un- 
begun, and that can never haVe an end ! a Being pot 
fefiied of a complete, entire eternity. Here, my bre- 
thren, let your thoughts take wing, and fly backward 
and forward, and fee if you can trace his exiftence. 
Fly back in thought about fix thoufand years, and all 
nature, as far as appears to us, was a mere blank ; no 
heaven nor earth, no men nor angels. But flill the 
great Eternal lived, lived alone, felf-fufficient and felf- 
happy. Fly forward in thought as far as the confla* 
gration, and you will fee the heavens dijfolving^ and the 
earth and the things that are therein burnt up : but ftill 
Jehovah lives unchangeable, and abfolutely indepen- 
dent. 
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dent. Exert all the powers of number, add centuries 
to centuries, thoufands to thoufands, millions to mil- 
lions, fly back, back, back as far as thought can pof- 
fibly carry you, fl:ill Jehovah exifts j nay, you are even 
then as far from the firft moment of his exiftence as 
you are now, or ever can be. Take the fame profped: 
- before you, and you will find the King eternal and im- 
mortal ftill the fame : he is then no nearer an end than 
at the creation, or millions of ages before it. 

What a glorious Being is this ! Here again, let 
men and angels, and all the offspring of time bow the 
knee and adore. Let them lofe themfelves in this ocean, 
and fpend their eternity in extatic admiration and lovd 
of this eternal Jehovah. 

O ! what a glorious portion is he to his people ! 
Your earthly enjoyments may pafs away like a fhadow ; 
your friends die, ypurfelves muft die, and heaven and 
earth may vanilh like a dream, but your God lives 1 
he lives for ever, to give you an happinefs equal to 
your immortal duration. Therefore, blejfedy ble£ed is 
ihe^SI3ple wbofe God is the Lord! 

But O ! let finners, let wicked men and devils trem- 
ble before him, for how dreadful ah enemy is an eter- 
nal God ! He lives for ever to punifh you. He lives 
for ever to hate your fin, to refent your rebellion, and 
to difplay his juftice •, and while he lives you muft be 
miferable. What a difmal fituaticn are you in, when 
the eternal exiftence of Jehovah is aninexhauftible fund 
of terror to you ! O how have you inverted the order 
of things, when you have made it your intereft that 
the Fountain of being fhould ceaf& to be, and that 
with him yourfelves and all other creatures fhould va- 
nifli into nothing ! What a malignant thing is fin, 
that makes exiftence a curfe, and univerfal annihilation 
a bleffing ! What a ftrange region is hell, where be- 
ing, fo fweet in itfelf, and the capacity of all enjoy- 
ments, is become the moft intolerable burden, and 
every wifh is an imprecation of univerfal annihilation ! 
Sinners, you have now time to confider thefe miferies 



4^9 The Name of God Scrm. 17^ 

ftnd avoid them, and will you be fo fenfelefs and fooU 
hardy as to rufh headlong into them ? O ! if you wer^ 
but fenfible what will be the confequcnces of your con^ 
iduft in a few years, you would not need perfuaiions 
to reform it: but O the fatal blindnefs and ftupidity 
of mortals, who will not be convinced pf thefc things 
till the conviaion be too late ! 

IV. The name Jehovah implies that God is unr 
changeable, or always the fame. If he exifts neceffa- 
rily, he muft always neceffarily be what he is, and can- 
not be any thing elfe. He is dependent upon none, 
and therefore he can be fubjeft to no change from anor 
(her ; and he is infinitely perfed, and therefore cannot 
defire to change himfelf. So that he muft be always 
the fame through all duration, from eternity to eterni- 
ty; the fame not only as to his being, but as to his 
perfecflions ; the fame in power, wifdom, goodnefe, 
juftice, and happinefs. Thus he reprefents himfelf in 
4iis word, as the Father of lights^ with whom there is 
no variablenefs^ nor fbadow of turnings James i. 17. the 
fame yejierday^ to-day^ and for ever. Heb. xiii. S. — 
What a diftinguifhing pcrfeftion is this ! and indeed 
it is in Jehovah only that immutability can be a per- 
feftion. The moft excellent creature is capable of 
progreffive improvements, and feems intended for it ; 
^nd to fix fuch a creature at firft in an immutable ftate, 
would be to limit and reftrain it from higher degrees 
of perfeftion, and keep it always in a ftate of infancy. 
But Jehovah is abfolutely, completely, and infinitely 
perfcft, at the higheft fummit of all pofllble excellen- 
cy, infinitely beyond any addition to his perfedion, 
and abfolutely incapable of improvement -, and confe- 
quently as there is no room for, fo there is no need of 
a change in him; and his immutability is a perpetual, 
invariable continuance in the higheft degree of excel- 
lency, and therefore the higheft perfedlion. He is the 
caufe and the fpedator of an endlefs variety of changes 
in the univerfe, without the leaft change in himfelf. 
ile fees worlds fpringing into being, exifting a while, 
* • and 
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^nd then diflblving. He fees kingdoms and empires 
forming, rifing, and rufhing headlong to ruin. He 
changes the times and the feafons ; removeth kings^ and 
be fettetb up kings j Dan. ii. 21. and he fees the fickle- 
nefs and viciflitudes of mortals ; he fees generations 
upon generations vanifliing like fucceflive fhadQWs ; 
he fees them now wife, now foolifh; now in purfuit 
of one thing, now of another; now happy, now mi- 
ferablc, and in a thoufand different forms. He fees 
the revolutions in nature, the fucceffions of the fea- 
fons, and of night and day. Thefe and a thoufand 
other alterations he beholds, and they are all produc- 
ed or permitted by his all-ruling Providence ; but all 
thefe make no change in him -, his being, his perfec- 
tions, his counfcls, and his happinefs are invariably 
and eternally the fame. He is not wife, good, juft, 
or happy only at times, but he is equally, fteadily, 
and immutably fo through the whole of his infinite 
duration. O how unlike the fleeting offspring of time, 
and efpecially the changing race of man 1 

Since Jehovah is thus conftant and unchangeable, 
how worthy is he to be chofen as our befl: friend ! You 
that love him need fear no change in him. They are 
not fmall matters that will turn his heart from you : 
his love is fixed with judgment, and he never will fee 
reafon to reverfe it : it is not a tranfient fit of fondnefs, 
but it is deliberate, calm, and fteady. You may fafe- 
ly truft your all in his hands, for he cannot deceive 
you ; and whatever or whoever fail you, he will not. 
You live in a fickle, uncertain world ; your beft friends 
may prove treacherous? or cool towajrds you; all your 
earthly comforts may wither and die around you ; yea, 
heaven and e^rth may pafs away ; but your God is lUll 
the fame. He has aflured you of it with his own 
mouth, and pointed out to you the happy confequence 
of it, I am the Lord Jehovah^ fays he, / change not^ 
therefore ye Jons of Jacob are not confumed. Mai. iii. 6. 

What a complete happinefs is this Jehovah to thofe 
y/Jio have choftn him for their portion ! If an infinite 
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God is now fufficicnt to fatisfy your utmoft defires, 
he will be fo to all eternity. He is an ocea.n of com- 
municative happinefs that never ebbs or flows, and 
therefore completely bleflcd will you ever be who have 
an intcreft in him. 

But O ! how miferableare they who are the enemies 
of this Jehovah ! Sinners, he is unchangeable, and can 
never lay afide his refentments againft fin, or abate in 
the leaft degree in his love of virtue and holinefs. He 
will never recede from his purpofc to punifli impeni- 
tent rebels, nor loofe his power to accomplifh it. His 
hatred of all moral evil is not a tranfient paffion, but a 
fixed, invariable, deep-rooted hatred. Therefore, if 
ever you be happy, there muft be a change in you. 
As you are fo oppofite to him, there muft be an altera- 
tion in the one or the other: you fee it cannot be ini 
him, and therefore it muft be in youj and this you 
ought to labour for above all other things. Let us 
then have grace, whereby we may ferve God acceptably 
with reverence and godly fear^ for our God is a confum- 
ingfire (Heb. xii. 28, 29.) to his impenitent and im- 
placable enemies.* 

* Oar author has evidently not finilhed his fobjeft, and, I do not 
find it profecuted in any of the difcourfes that are come to my hands; 
but yet I determined to publifh the Sermon, not only for its own 
(if I miiUke not) fubftantial worth, but the rather as the Sermon 
that next follows in order may be confidered as a profecution, if not 
a completion of the great and glorious fubjefl he has undertaken^ 
particularly of his profeiled defign in this Sermon, << of explaining; 
the feveral* perfedlions here afcribed to God> and fhewing that they 
all concur to conflitute his goodnefs." 

Ihe Editor^ 
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SERMON XVIII. 

God is Love. 



I John iv, 8, God is Love. 

LOVE is a gentle, pleafing theme, the nobleft paf- 
fion of the human breaft, and the faireft orna- 
ment of the rational nature. Love is the cement of 
fociety, and the fource of focial happinefs ; and with- 
out it the great community of the rational univerfe 
would diflblve, and men and angels would turn favages, 
and roam apart in barbarous folitude. Love is the 
fpring of every pleafure ; for who could take pleafure 
in the pofleilion of what he docs not love ! Love is the 
foundation of religion and mor^ity ; for what is more 
monftrous than religion without love to that God who 
is the objeft of it! Or who can perform focial duties 
without feeling the endearments of thofe relations to 
which they belong ! Love is the foftcner and polifher 
of human minds, and transforms barbarians into men : 
its pleafures are refined and delicate, and even its pains 
and anxieties have fomething in them foothing and 
pleafing. In a word, love is the brighteft beam of 
divinity that has ever irradiated the creation 5 the 
nearefl: refcmblance to the cver-bleflid God ; for God 
is Love. 

God is love. There is an unfathomable depth in this 
concife laconic fentence, which even the penetration 
of an angel's mind cannot reach j an ineffable excel- 
lence, which even ccleftial eloquence cannot fully re- 
prefent. God is love -, not only lovely and loving, but 
love itfelf ; pure, unmixed love, nothing but love; 
love in his nature and in his operations 5 the objeft, 
fource, and quinteflfence of all love. 

My 
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My prefent defiga is to recommend the Deity to 
your affedions under the amiable idea of Love, dnd 
for that end to (hew that his other perfedions are but 
various modifications of love. 

I. Love comprehends the various forms of divine 
beneficence. Goodnefs, that extends its bounties to 
innumerable ranks of creatures, and diflTufes happinefs 
through the various regions of the univerfe, except 
that which is fet apart for the dreadful, but falutary 
and benevolent purpofe of confining and puniihing in- 
corrigible malefadors ; Grace, which fo richly fhowers 
its bleflings upon the undeferving, without paft merit 
of the profpeft of future compenfation ; Mercy, that 
commiferates and relieves the miferable as well as the 
undeferving -, Patience and Long-fuflTering, which fo 
long tolerate infolent and provoking oflFenders ; what 
is all this beneficence in all thefe its different forms 
towards different objedls, what but Love under vari- 
ous names ? It is gracious, merciful, patien( and 
long-fufl?ering love ! love variegated, overflowing, and 
unbounded I what but love was the Creator of fuch a 
world as this, fo well accommodated, fo richly furnifti- 
ed for the fuftenance and comfort of its inhabitants ? 
and what but love has planted it fo thick with an end- 
lefs variety of beings, all capable of receiving fome 
ftream of happinefs from that immenfe fountain of it, 
the divine goodnefs ? Is it not love that preferves 
fuch an huge unwieldy world as this in order and har- 
mony from age to age, and fupplies all its numerous 
inhabitants with every good ? and 1 was it not love, 
free, rich, unmerited love, that provided a Saviour for 
the guilty children of men ? It was becaufe God lov- 
ed ibe worlds that he gave his only begotten San^ that 
whofoever believeth in him Jhould not perijhy but have 
-iverlajiinglife! Jobniii. i6. O love I what haft thou 
done ! what wonders haft thou wrought ! It was thou, 
almighty love, that broughteft down the Lord of glory 
from his celeftial throne to die upon a crofs an atoning 
facrifice for the fins of the world. And what but love 

is 
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is it that peoples the heavenly world with colonieg 
tranfplanted from this rebellious province of Jehovah's 
dominions ; that forms fuch miracles of glory and hap- 
pinefs out of the duft, and the (hattered polluted frag- 
ments of human nature ! and what but eternal love 
perpetuates their blifs through an eternal duration ? but 
it is fo evident^ that thefe inftances of divine goodnefs 
are only the effefts of love^ that it is needlefs to at-* 
tempt any farther illuftration* 

II. What is divine wifdom but a niodification of 
divine love, planning the beft adapted fchemes for 
communicating itfelf in the moft advantageous, bene-i 
ficient, and honourable manner, fo as to promote the 
good of the great whole or colledtive fyftem of crea- 
tures by the happinefs of individuals -, or to render 
the punifhment and mifery of individuals, which for 
important reafons of ftate may be fometimels neceffary 
in a good government^ fubfervientto the famd benevo- 
lent end? Whatever traces of divine wifdom we fee 
in creation; as the order and harmony oithe great 
fyftcm of nature, its rich and various furniture, and 
the confpiracy of all its parts to produce the good of 
each other and the whole ; whatever divine wifdom 
appears in conducing the great fcheme of Providence 
through the various ages of time; or in the more a- 
ftonifhing and godlike work of redemption : in a word^ 
whatever difplays of divine wifdom appear in any part 
of the univerfe, they are only the fignatures of divine 
love. Why was yonder fun fixed whtre he is, and en-* 
riched with fuch extenfive vital influences, but becaufe 
divine love faw it was befl: and moft conducive to the 
good of the fyftem.^ Why were our bodied fo won- 
derfully and fearfully made, and all their parts fo well 
fitted fdr aftidn and emoyment, but becaufe divine 
love drew the plan, and (tamped its own amiable imagd 
upon them ? Why was the manifold wifdom of God 
difplayed, not only to mortals, but alfo to angelic 
principalities and powers^ Ephef. iii. lo. in the fcheme 
of redemption, which advances at once the honours 

Kkk ^^ 
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of the divine perfeftions and goveiTiment, and the 
happinefs of rebellious and ruined creatures, by an ex- 
pedient which nothing but infinite wifdom could ever 
devife the incarnation, the obedience, and pal&m of 
the co-equal fon of God ? Why, I fay, but becanfe 
divine love would otherwife be under reftraint, and 
incapable of giving full fcope to its kind propeniions 
in a manner honourable to itfelf and conducive to the 
public good ? In ftiort, divine wifdom appears to be 
nothing elfe but the fagacity of love, to difcover ways 
and means to exercife itfelf to the greateft advantage; 
or, which is the fame, divine wifdom always aAs un- 
der the benign determination and conduft of love: it 
is the couofellor of love to projeft fchemes fubfervient 
to its gracious purpofes; and in all its councils love 
prefidcs. 

III. What is divine power but the omnipotence of 
love ? Why did omnipotence exert itfelf in the pro- 
duftion of (his vaft amazing world out of nothing ? 
It was to open a channel in which the overflowing ocean 
of love might extend itfelf, and diflFufc its Areams 
from creature to creature, upwards as high as the moft 
exalted archangel, and downwards as low as the mean- 
eft vital particle of being, and extenfive as the rcmoteft 
limits of the univerfe, and all the innumerable interme- 
diate ranks of exiftences in the endlefe chain of nature. 
And why does divine power ftill fupport this prodigi- 
ous frame, but to keep the channel of love open from 
age to age? and for this purpofe it will be exerted to 
all eternity. Perhaps I fhouldaffift your ideas of Di- 
vine Power, if I fhould call it the afting hand, the 
inftrument, the fcrvant of love, to perform its orders, 
and execute its gracious deiigns. 

IV. What is the holinefs of God but love ? Pure, re- 
fined, and honourable love. What is it but the love of 
excellence, reftitude, and moral goodnefs? Holinefe, 
in its own nature, has a tendency to promote the hap- 
pinefs of the univerfe : it is the health, the good con- 
ftitution of a reafonable being; without which it has 

no 
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no capacitf of celifliing thofe enjoyments which are fuit- 
ablc to its nature. It is no arbitrary mandate of heaven 
that has eftabliflicd the infeperable coimeftion between 
holinefs and happincfs, between vice and mifery. The 
connexion is asneceflkry, as immutable, and as much 
founded in the nature of things, as that between health 
of body and a capacity of animal enjoyments, or be- 
tween ficknefs and a difrelifli for the moft agreeable 
food. Every creature in the univerfe, as far as he is 
holy is happy; and as far as he is unholy he is miferablc. 
Therefore, by how much the more holy Jehovah is, 
by fo much the more fit he is to communicate happi- 
nefs to all that enjoy him; and confequently he is an 
infinite happinefs, for he is infinitely holy. His tak- 
ing fo much care to promote holinefs is but taking care 
of the public good. The ftrift exadions of his law, 
which contains every ingredient of the moft perfeft 
holinefs, and admits of no difpenfation, are but ftridl 
injunftions to his fubjefts to purfue that courfc which 
infallibly leads them to the moftconfummate happinefs ; 
and every abatement in his demands of obedience 
would be a licence to them to deduft fo much from 
their happinefs, and render themfelves fo far mifera- 
ble with his confent. That mitigation of the rigor of 
his law, which fome imagine he has made to bring it 
down to a level with the abilities of degenerate crea- 
tures,, difabled by their voluntary wickedncfs, would 
no more contribute to their felicity than the allowing 
a fick man to gratify his vitiated tafte by mixing a lit- 
tle deadly poifon in his food would contribute to the 
recovery of his health, or the prefervation of his life. 
The penal fanftions of the divine law are but fr^'end- 
ly warnings againft danger and miferyj and honeft 
admonitions of thedeftruftiveconfequencesof fin, ac- 
cording to the unchangeable nature of things ; they 
are threatenings which difcover no malignity or ill- 
nature, as finners are apt to imagine, but the infinite 
benevolence of the heart of God : threatenings which 
are not primarily and unconditionally intended to be 
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executed, but to prevent all occafion of^ their being 
executed, by preventing fin, the natural fource, as 
well as the meritorious caufe of every mifery : threat- 
cnings which are not executed, but as the only expe- 
dient left in a defperate cafe, when all other means 
liave been ufed in vain, and no other method can fe- 
cure the public good, or render a worthlefs criminal 
a veJU'el of wrath fitted for deftruStiony and fit for nothing 
elfe; of no other fervice to the great community of 
rational beings. Thefe arc fome of the ingredients 
and difplays of the holinefe of God : and what are thefe 
but fo many exertions of pure love and benevolence? 
It is becaufe he loves his creatures fb much that he 
requires them to be fo holy •, and that very thing, againft 
which there are fo many cavils and objeAions, as too 
fevere and oppreflive, and a rigid reftraint from the 
purfuit of plcafure, is the higheft inftance of the love 
of God for them, and his regard for their happinefs. 

Let me therefore commence advocate for God with 
my fellow-men, though it ftrikes me with horror to 
think there ftiould be any occafion for it. Ye children 
of the moft tender Father, ye fubjedls of the moft gra- 
cious and righteous Sovereign, ye beneficiaries of di- 
vine love, why do you harbour hard thoughts of him ? 
Is it becaufe his laws are fo ftridt, and tolerate you in 
no guilty pleafure ? This appointment is the kindre- 
ftraint of love : the love of fo good a being will not 
allow him todifpenfe with your obfervance otany thing 
that may contribute to your improvement and advan- 
tage, nor indulge you in any thing that is in its own 
nature deadly and deftrudlive, no more than a father 
will fuffer a fovourite child to play with a viper, or a 
good government permit a madman to run at large 
armed with weapons to deftroy himfelf and others. 
Do you think hard of God becaufe he hates all moral 
evil to fuch a degree, that he has annexed to it cver- 
lafting miftrry of the moft exquifite kind ? But what 
is this but an expreflion of his infinite hatred to every 
filing that is hurtful to his creatures, and his infinite 

regard 
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regard to whatever tends to their benefit ? Or has he 
been too rigid in exafting holinefs as a necefTary pre- 
requifite to the happinels of heaven ? You may as 
well complain of the conftitution of nature, that ren- 
ders abftinence from poifon neceflary to the preferva- 
tion of health, or that does not allow you to quench 
your thirft in a fever with cold water. Let me remind 
you once more, that holinefs is effential to the happi- 
nefs of heaven, and that without it you labour under 
a moral incapacity of enjoyment ; and a moral incapa- 
city will as inevitably deprive you of the pleafures of 
enjoyment as if it were natural. While unholy, you 
can no more be happy even in the region of happinefs 
than a ftone can enjoy the pleafures of animal life, or 
a mere animal thofe of reafon. " But why," you will 
perhaps murmur and objeft, " why has God formed 
fuch an heaven as cannot be univerfally enjoyed ? Why 
has he not provided an happinefs for every tafte ?" 
You may as well afk why he has not created a light 
that would be equally agreeable to every eye ; to the 
mole and the owl, as well as to man and the eagle ? 
Or why has he not formed light with all the properties 
of darknefs ; that is, why has he not performed con- 
tradiftions ? You may as well query, why has he not 
given us equal capacities of enjoyment in ficknefs and 
in health, and furnifhed us with equal pleafures in both ? 
I tell you that, in the nature of things, the low and 
impure pleafures which would fuit the depraved tafte 
of the wicked, would be naufeous and painful to pure 
minds refined and fanftified -, and they cannot mingle, 
they cannot approach each other without being deftroy- 
cd. The element of water may as well be converted 
into a fit refidence for the inhabitants of dry land, and 
yet retain all its properties that are fuitable to its pre- 
sent natives •, or the folid earth become a fit receptacle 
for fifties, and yet both it and the fifties retain their 
ufual qualities. In ftiort, men, beafts, birds, fifties, 
infefts, angels, devils, the inhabitants of every zone 
arid climate, of every planet, or any other region of 
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the univerfe, may as well form one fociety in one and 
the fame place, and mingle their refpeftive food and 
pleafures, as an heaven of happinefs be prepared that 
would fuit every taftc. God has prepared the only 
kind of heaven that is in its own nature pofltble; the 
only one that would be an exprefllon of lave» or afibrd 
real and extenfive happinefs to fuch of his creatures as 
arc capable of it. The heaven of finners would be 
a nuifance to all other beings in the univerfe; a private 
good only to malefadtors, at the expence of the pub- 
lic ; an open reward of wickednefe, and a public dif- 
countenancing of all moral goodnefs. This would be 
the cafe upon the fuppofttlon that the heaven of finners 
were poffible. But the fuppofition is infinitely abfurdi 
it is as impoilible as the pleafures of iicknefe, the fen- 
fibility of a ftone, or the meridian fplendors of mid^ 
night. 

Therefore acknowledge, admire, and love the beaut- 
ty of the Lord, his holinefs. Give tbanksj fkys the 
Pfalmift, at the remembrance of bis bolinefsy P£dmxcvii« 
J 2. of his holinefs, as well as of his goodnefs and Jove ; 
for it is the brighteft modification of his love and good-* 
nefs. An unholy being, in the charadler of (upreme. 
magiftrate of the univerfe, cannot be all love, or com-> 
municate nothing but what is pleafing to all ; nay, as 
far as he is unholy he mull have a malignant difpofi- 
tion towards the public happinefs, and be effentially 
deficient in benevolence, 

V. What is the juftice, even the punitive juftice of 
God, but a modification of love and goodnefs ! 

As there is no divine perfeftion which appears fo 
terrible to offenders as this, which therefore they toil 
and fweat to difapprove or explain away, I fhall dwell 
the longer upon it. And I hope to convince you that 
juftice is not that grim, ftem, tremendous attribute 
which is delineated by the guilty partial imagination of 
finners, who have made it their intereft that there 
fhould be no fuch attribute in Deity, but that it is in- 
finite amiable and lovely, as well as awful and majeflic; 
nay, that it is love and benevolence itfelf. By 
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By the punitive juftice of -God, I mean that perfec- 
tion of his nature which executes the fentence of his 
Jaw upon offenders, or inflifts upon them the punifh- 
ment he had threatened to difobedience, exactly ac- 
cording to his own denunciation. The prefent world, 
which is a ftatp^ of trial and difcipline, and not of final 
rewards and puniihments, is not the proper theatre of 
vindictive juftice, but of a promifciJous providence ; 
All things come alike to all^ and no man can know the 
love or hatred of the Ruler of the world towards him, 
by all that is before him. Ecclef. ix. i, 2. Yet fome- 
timcs, even in this life, juftice arrcfts the guilty, and 
difplays its illuftrious terrors upon them, efpecially 
upon guilty nations that have no exiftence in a national 
capacity in the eternal world, and therefore can be 
punifhed in that capacity in this only. It was vindic- 
tive juftice that deluged the whole world in a flood of 
vengeance! that kindled the flames of Sodom and 
Gomorrah 5 and that cut oflF the nations of Canaan 
when they had filled up the meafure of their iniquities. 
It, is juftice that arms kingdoms from age to age, and 
makes them the executioners of divine wrath upon one 
another, while they are gratifying their own ambition, 
avarice, or revenge. The devaftations of earthquakes, 
inundations, plagues, epidemical ficknefTes, famines, 
and the various calamities in which mankind have been 
involved, are fo many difplays of divine juftice ; and 
their being brought on the world according to the 
courfe of nature, and by means of fecondary caufes, 
will by no means prove that they are not fo, but only 
that the very make and conftituticn of this world are 
fo planned and formed by divine wifdom as to admit of 
the execution of juftice at proper periods, ^nd that all 
its parts* are the inftruments of juftice to accomplifti 
its defigns. But thefe and all the other judgments of 
Heaven upon our world are only preludes and fpeci- 
mens of the moft perfeft adminiftration of it in a fu- 
ture ftatc. There the penalty of the law will be exe- 
cuted upon impenitent offenders with the utmoft im- 
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partiality. And Revelation affures us that the punifh^ 
ment will be cndlefs in duration, and of as exquifite d 
kind and high degree as the utmoft capacity of the fub- 
jefts will admit ; and confequently that it will not, like 
fatherly chaftifements, have any tendency to their re- 
formation or advantage, but to their entire and ever- 
lafting deftruftion. Now it is this difplay of punitive 
juftice that appears fo terrible and cruel to the guilty 
children of men; and therefore this is what I (haH 
principally endeavour to vindicate and to clothe with 
all the gentle and amiable glories of Love and public 
Benevolence, 

For this end I beg you would confider, that what-* 
ever has a tendency to prevent fin tends to prevent 
mifery alfo, and to promote the happinefs of the world 
and of all the individuals in it ; that good laws arc 
abfolutcly ncceflary for the prevention of fin; that 
penal fandions are eflential to good laws ; and that the 
execution of the penal fandions upon offenders is abso- 
lutely neceflary to their efficacy and good tendency j 
and confequently the execution of them is a di/piay of 
love and benevolence. 

Confider alfo, that many are excited to feek ever- 
lading happinefs, and deterred from the ways that 
lead down to deftrucftion, by means of the threatenings 
of the law ; that even thofe on whom they are finally 
executed were once in a capacity of receiving immortal 
advantage from them, but defeated their good in- 
fluence and tendency by their own wilful obflinacy : 
and that the righteous execution of thefe threatenings 
upon the incorrigible, may promote the common good 
of the univerfe. 

Confider farther, that criminals are incompetent 
judges of vindidlive juftice, becaufe they are parties ; 
and therefore we fhould not form an eftimate of it by 
their prejudices, but from the judgment of the dif- 
interefted and impartial part of the creation. 

Finally confider, that proceedings fimilar to thofe of 
the divine government, are not only approved of as 

juft 
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juft in all human governments, but alfo loved and ad- 
mired as amiable and praifeworthy, and effential to 
the goodnefs and benevolence of a ruler. 

Let us briefly illuftrate thefe feveral claflcs of pro- 
pofitions. 

I. " Whatever has a tendency to prevent fin, tends 
to prevent mifery alfo, and to promote the happinefs 
of the univerfe and of all the individuals in it: good 
laws are abfolutely neceflary for the prevention of fin : 
penal fanftions are eflential to good laws -, and the fea- 
fonable execution of thofe fanftions is abfolutely necfef- 
fary to their efficacy and good tendency ; and confe- 
quc]|;itly the execution of them is a difplay of love and 
benevolence." 

" Whatever has a tendency to prevent fin, tends to 
prevent mifery alfo," and that for this reafon, becaufe 
fin is neceflarily produftive of mifery, and deftruftive 
of happinefs. Can a rational creature be happy that is 
difaflTedied to the fupreme good, the only fource of 
that kind of happinefs which is adapted to a rational 
nature ? This is as impoflible as that you fiiould enjoy 
animal pleafures while you abhor all animal enjoyments. 
Can a focial creature be happy in eternal folitude, or 
in a ftate of fociety, while ill-aflFcded towards the 
other members of fociety, or while they are ill-afFeft- 
cd towards him and he to them, hateful^ and hating 
me another ? Can a creature, formed capable of feli- 
city fuperior to what any good can communicate, be 
happy in the eager purfuit of bubbles ; that is, of its 
higheft happinefs in inferior enjoyments? All thofe 
dilpofitions of heart, and the pradlices refulting from 
them, in which fin confifts, enmity to God, uneafy 
murmurings and infurrecSions againft his perfe^ions, 
and the government of his law and Providence ; a 
ehurlifh, malignant, envioustemper towards mankind; 
an anxious, exceflfive eagernefs ofdefire after vain, 
unfatisfaftory enjoyments •, a difrelifh for the exalted 
pleafures of holinefs and benevolence -, what are thefe 
and the like difpofitions, but fo many ingredients of 

L 1 1 mifet^^ 
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mlfcry, and fo many abatements of happinefe ? and 
Confcqucntly all meafures that are taken for the pre- 
vention of fin arc fo many benevolent expedients for 
the prevention of mifery and the increafe of happinefs. 
I add, " Good laws arc abfolutely neceflary for the 
prevention of fin." Indeed.thofe difpofi.tions and ac- 
tions which are finful and forbidden by the divine law 
would be of a deadly nature to the foul even if they 
wercf not forbidden, as a ftab to the heart would 
prove mortal to the body, although there were no laws 
againft it, and for that very reafon laws have been 
made againft it. Therefore the laws of God do not 
properly conftitute the dfeftruftive nature of fin, but 
only point out and warn us againft what is deftruftive 
in its own nature previous to all explicit law. And k 
it not abfolutely neceflary, and an aft of the higheft 
benevolence, that the fupremc Lawgiver fhould warn 
us againft this pernicious evil, and plainly inform us 
what it is ? This is the defign of his laws both natural 
and revealed. And without them, what fure inftruc- 
tor, what unerring guide, or what ftrong inducements 
to a proper condudt could we have in this moft im- 
portant cafe? Is it not necefl^ary, is it not kind, that 
the fupreme Legiflator fhould interpofe his authority, 
and lay us under the ftrongeft obligation to avoid our 
own ruin ? And if good laws are neceflary, fo are 
penal fandions •, for, " penal fanftions are eflfential to 
good laws." Laws without penalties would be only 
the advices of an equal or an inferior, and not the 
obligatory commands of authority. They might be 
obferved or not, according to pleafure, and confe- 
quently would anfwer no valuable purpofe. They 
v/oud alfo be infinitely abfurd in their own nature^ 
for if what the law enjoins be reafonable, neceflary, 
and of good tendency, is it not nccefliiry and fit that 
they who do not deferve it fliould feel the bad efFefts 
of their omifiion ? And what is this but a penalty ? 
But on a point fo plain I need not multiply words; 
I appeal to the common fenfe of mankind, I appeal 

to 
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to the univerfal praftice of all governments. Have 
there ever been, or can there poffibly be any laws 
without penal fanAions ? would not fuch laws be ex- 
pofed to perpetual infult and contempt, and be defti- 
tute of all force and energy ? The common fenfe and 
univerfal praftice of all tlit world, in all ages, remon- 
ftrate againft fuch an abfurdity. But if penal fanftions 
are effcntial to good laws, then fo is their execution ; 
for, 

" The fcafonable execution of penal fandlions is ab- 
folutcly neceffary to their efficacy and good tendency.'* 
Penalties denounced can have no efficacy upon the 
fubjefts of the law ; that is,' they cannot excite fear, 
and by that means deter them from difobedience, un- 
lefs they are believed, and their execution expefted. 
But they would foon ceafe to be believed, and their 
execution would no longer be expeftcd, if in feveral 
inftances they Ihould be difpenfed with, and a fucceffion 
of finners ffiould pafs with impunity. Other finners, 
judging of future events by paft fadls, would expecfl 
the fame indulgence, and therefore venture upon dif- 
obedience without any reftraint from the penalty of 
the law. Here again I fhall bring the matter to a 
quick decifion, by appealing to the common reafon and 
univerfal praftice of mankind. Would human, laws 
have any force it the penalty wns hung upas an empty 
terror and never executed ? Would not fuch laws be 
liable to perpetual violation and infult, and become 
the fport of daring offenders ? Would not the efcapes 
of former offenders encourage all future generations to 
give themfelves a-loofe, in hopes of the fame exemp- 
tion } Is it not neceflary in all governments that pub- 
lic juftice fhould make examples of fome, to warn 
and deter others ? Have not all nations, efpecially the 
more civilized, made fuch examples ? And have not 
ail the impartial world commended their proceedings 
as neceflary to the fafety and happinefs of fociety, and 
expreffive of their regard to the public good ? 

View all thefe things together, and methinks I may 
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-bid defiance to common fenfe to draw any other con- 
clufion than that the juftice of God in executing the 
penalties of his law upon impenitent offenders, is the 
height of goodnefs and love. If love requires that all 
proper expedients be ufed for the prevention of fin ; 
if good laws are neceflary for this end ; if penalties 
are eflential to good laws; and if the feafonable execu- 
tion of penalties be abfolutely neceflary to give them 
their benevolent force and good tendency, does it not 
unavoidably follow, that love itfelf requires both the 
enafti'^ of penal fanftions to the law of God, and the 
execution of them upon proper fiibjefts ? Without this 
wholefome feverity, the divine laws would be lefs fe- 
cure from contempt, and the divine government would 
be lefs favourable to the peace and happinefs of the 
fubjefts than the laws and governments of mortals in 
all civilized nations. 

" But why does the penalty rife fo high ? Why is 
the execution lengthened out through everlafting ages ? 
Why might not a gentler punifhment fufHce?" This 
is the grand objedtion; and in fuch language as this 
the enmity of the rebellious heart againft the juftice of 
God generally exprefles itfelf. But if the original de- 
fign and natural tendency of the threatened penalty 
be to prevent fin, then by how much feverer the pe- 
nalty, by fo much the more efFedlual tendency has it 
to anfwer this kind defign ? No punifhments can rife 
higher than thofe which a righteous God has annexed 
to difobedicnce, the natural fource of every mifery, 
and what is this but to fay that no methods more ef- 
fedual can be taken to prevent it than what he has ac- 
tually taken ? We may therefore infer the ardor of the 
love of God from the terror of his threatenings. He 
has denounced the greateft mifery againft fin, in order 
to rcftrain his creatures from running into that very 
mifery ; and threatens the lofs of heaven, in order to 
prevent his creatures from lofing it. 

I muft alfo here repeat the common argument, 
which appears to me as valid as common ; *' that as 

the 
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the cflence of fin confifts in the breach of an obligation^ 
the evil of fin muft be exaftly proportioned to the 
ftrength of the obligation ;" that as we are undoubt- 
edly under infinite obligations to a God of infinite ex- 
cellency, our Maker, Ruler, and Benefaftor, the evil 
of fin, which violates thofe obligations, muft be infi- 
nite alfo -, and that no puniftiment fhort of what is in- 
finite can be adequate to the demerit of an infinite evil ; 
and confequently finners ought to fuflFer a finite punifli- 
,ment through an infinite duration, bccaufe that is the 
only way in which they are able to bear an infinite 
puniftiment. But on this common topic a few hints 
may fuffice. 

I proceed to the next fet of propofitions. 

11. " That many are excited to the purfuit of ever- 
lafting happinefs, and deterred from the ways of de- 
ftruftion, by means of threatenings of the divine law ; 
that even thofe unhappy creatures on whom they are 
finally executed were once in a capacity of receiving 
immortal advantage from them, but defeated their 
good influence and tendency by their own wilful ob- 
ftinacy ; and that the righteous execution of thefe 
threatenings upon the incorrigible may promote the 
common good of the univerfe." 

" Many are excited to the purfuit of everlafting hap- 
pinefs, and deterred from the ways of deftrudion, by 
means of the threatenings of the divine law." I appeal 
to experience and obfervation, whether the terrors of 
the Lord are not the very firft thing that gives a check 
to finners in their headlong career to ruin ? It is the 
law that worketb wrath ^ Rom. iv. 15. that is, an a- 
larming apprehenfion of the wrath of God againft fin, 
and conftrains them to ufe the inftituted means of de- 
liverance. Thus even the terrors of the law are made 
fubfervient to divine love, in turning finners from the 
error of their way^ and faving fouls from death. And 
could we confult the glorious aflembly of the fpirits of 
juft men made perfeft, they would all own that if their 
heavenly Father had not threatened them fo feverely. 
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they would always have continued undutiful, Md Am- 
fequently rendered themfelves miferable \ and that they 
were &ved from hell by being honeftly warned of the 
danger of falling into it. It is true diere are muld-^ 
tudea who dp not receive this advantage by the penal 
iandions of the divine law, but are made miferable for 
ever by the execution of them; yet it may be added, 

*' That even thofe unhappy creatures on whbm they 
are executed, were once in a capacity of receiving infi- 
nite advantage from them, but defeated their good in^ 
fluence and tendency in their own wilful obttinacy/* 
The threatenings of the divine law had the fame good 
tendency in their own nature with refpeft to them, to 
deter them froni difobedience and urge thbir purfifit 
of happinefs, as with refped): to others; and theie were 
ibme of the means God appointed for their falvation. 
But they hardened themfelves againft: them, and thus 
defeated their good tendency, and obftinately ruined 
themfelves in defiance of warning: they even forced a 
pafTage into the infernal pit through the ftrohgeil en- 
clofures. But if they had not been thus warned, the;Y 
not only would not have been favcd in the event, but 
they would not have enjoyed the means of falvation. 
Now their enjoying thefe means was in itfelf an inex- 
preflible bleffing, though in the ifliic it only aggravates 
their mifery ; and consequently the enaAing thofe pe- 
nalties to the divine law was really an aft of kindnefs 
even to them ; and their abufe of the bleffing does not 
alter its nature. The primary and direft end of a pe- 
nalty is not the punifliment of the fubjcfts, but to re- 
ftrain them from things injurious to themfelves and 
others, and urge them to purfue their own interefl. 
But when this good end is not anfwered, by reafonof 
their wilful folly and difobedience, then, and not till 
then, the execution is neceffary for the good of others;* 
which leads me to add, 

« That 

t 
* Penalties operate, like final caufes, by a kind of rctrofpcdive 
influence ; that is, whilil they are only threatened, and the fubjeft 
cxpeds they will be cxcctttcJ, fhould he turn difobcdient, they have 
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" That the righteous execution of the threatened 
penalty upon the incorrigible may promote the com- 
mon good of the univerfe," This world of ours is a 
public theatre, furrounded with numerous fpcdlatars, 
who are intercfted in its affairs. Angels in particular, 
are witneflcs of the proceedings of Providence towards 
mankind, and thence learn the perfeftions of God, and 
the ma3#ms of his government. Hell is alfo a region 
dreadfully confpicuous to them ; and there, no doubt, 
the offended Judge intends to fhew his wrath, and 
make his power known to them as well as to mankind. 
Now they are held in obedience by rational motives, 
and not by any mechanical compulfion. And, among 
other motives of a gentler kind, no doubt this is one 
of no fmall weight v namely, their obferving the de- 
ftruftive confequences of fin upon men and angels, and 
the terrible difpleafure of God againft it. It is not at 
all inconfiftent with their dfgnity and purity to fuppofe 
them fwayed by this miotive in a proper connection 
with others of a more difinterefted and generous naturc. 
Thcrefore the confirmation of the eleft angels in holi- 
nefs, and their everlafting happinefs, is no doubt not a 
little fecured and promoted by the execution of righte- 
ous punifhment upon fome notorious hardened male- 
facftors, both of their own order and of the hu.nian race. 

The fame thing may be faid of the fpirits of juji men 
made perfeS \ they are happily incapable of finning, 
and confequently of becoming miferable ; but their in- 
capacity arifes from the clear conviction of their under- 
ftanding, which has the conduft of their will; and, 

while 

a powerful tendency to deter him from difobedience. But they could 
not have this benevolent tendency, unlcfs they be executed upon 
thofe, on whom their primary and chief dcfign is not obtained; 
namely, the reftraining of them from fm. It is enough that the of- 
fenders themfelvcs once had an opportunity of taking warning, and 
reaping the advantage of the threatened penalty, while they were in 
a Ihte of trial, and candidates for eternity. Cijf it is abfurd that 
they fhould receive any benefit from it, when, after fufficicnt .trial, 
it appears they will take no warning, but arcrefolvcd to perfill in 
iin> in defiance of the moll tremendous penalties. 
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while fin appears to them fo deadly and deftruftive an 
evil, it is impoffible, according to the make of a ra- 
tional nature, that they fhould choofc it. But the con- 
fcqucnccs of fin upon the wretched creatures on whom 
the penalty denounced againft it is executed, is no 
doubt one thing that affords them this conviftion; 
and fo it contributes to their perfeverance in obedience 
and happinefs. Thus the joys of heaven ar^fecured 
by the pains of hell, and even the moft noxious cri- 
minals, the enemies of God and his creatures, are not 
ufelcfs in the univerfc, but anfwer the terrible but be- 
nevolent end of warning all other creatures againft 
difobcdience; which would involve them in the fame 
mifery, juft as the execution of a few malefactors in 
human governments is of extcnfive fervice to the reft 
of the fubjefts. 

But as the greater part of mankind perxfli, it may 
be queried, " How is it confiftent with love and good- 
nefs, that the majority fhould be punifhed and made 
monuments of juftice, for the benefit of the fmalier 
number ?" To this I reply, that though it be equally 
evident from fcripture and obfervation, that the greater 
part of mankind go down to deftruftion in the fmooth, 
broad, defcending road of fin, in the ordinary ages of 
the world ; and though revelation aflures us that the 
number of the apolrate angels is very great, yet I think 
we have no reafon to conclude that the greater part oi 
the rational creation fhall be miferable ; nay, it is pof- 
fible the number of thofe on whom the penalty of the 
divine law is inflifted, may bear no more proportion 
to that of the innumerable ranks of creatures that may 
be retained in obedience and happinefs by means of 
their confpicuous and exemplary punifhment, than the 
number of criminals executed in our government for 
the warning of others bears to the reft of the fubje<9s. 
If we confider that thofe who have been redeemed from 
the earthy even in the ordinary ages of the world, 
though comparatively but few, yet abfolutely arc a 
nutltitude which no man can nmnber^ out of every kin- 

dredy 
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dred^ and people^ and language^ Rev. viil. 9. and that 
the elc<5l angels are an innumerable company * Heb. xii. 
22. perhaps much greater than the legions of hell; if 
to thefe we add the prodigious numbers that Ihall be 
converted in that long and blefled feafon when Satan 
fhall be bound, when the Prince of Peace ihall reign, 
and when the kingdom and dominion^ and the greatnefs 
of the kingdom under the whole heaven Jhall be given ta 
the people of the faints of the moji high^ Dan^yii. 27. in 
which not only the greater number of the generations 
that fhall live in that glorious millennium ihall be fav- 
ed, but perfiaps a greater number than all that perifh- 
ed in former generations, which is very probable if* 
we confider the long continuance of that time,. and that 
the world will then be under the peculiar blefling of 
Heaven, and confequently mankind will multiply fafter^ 
and not be diminifhed as they now are by the calamities 
of war, plagues, epidemical fickneffes, and the other 
judgments of God upon thofe times of rebellion; if 
we alfo borrovv a little light from the hypothefis of 
philofophy, and fuppofe that the other planets of our 
fyftem are peopled like our earth with proper inhabit- 
ants, and particularly with reafonable creatures (for 
he that made thofe vaft bodies made them not in vain^ 
he made them to be inhabited \) if we further fuppofe 
that each of the innumerable fixed ftars is a fun, the 
center of habitable worlds, and that all thefe worlds, 
like our own, fwarm with life, and particularly with 
various clafles of reafonable beings (which is^not at 
all unlikely if we argue from parity of cafes, from things 
well known to things lefs known, or from the immenfe 
overflowing goodnefs, wifdom and power of the great 
Creator, who can replenifh the infinite voids of fpace 
with being, life, and reafon, arid with equal eafe pro- 
duce and fupport ten thoufand worlds as ten thousand 
M m m grains;) 

* I do not forget that the original is myriads of^nngels. But the 
word is often, I think, generally ufed in the Grc^ ciaffics, not for 
any definite namiser, but for a great and innumerable multitude, 
And fo it is uled hei;e. 
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grains \) if we fuppofe that his creative perfcdtions will 
not lie inaftive for ever, contented with one exertion 
for fix days, but that he ftill employs and will emptoy 
them for ever in caufing new worlds, replenifhed with 
moral agents, to ftart into exiftencc here and there in 
the endlefs vacancies of fpace ; and finally, if wc fup- 
pofe that the flames of hell will blaze dreadfully bright 
and confpicuous in the view of all prefent and future 
creations, or that the deftruftive nature of fin will be 
fome way or another made known to the rational in- 
habitants of all worlds by the punilhment inflided 
ppon a number of men and angels, and that by this 
means they arc eflFeftually deterred fi-om fin, and pre- 
ferved from the mifery infeparable from it ; I fay, if 
wc admit thefe fuppofitions, fome of which are un- 
doubtedly true, and the reft I think not improbable, 
then it will follow that the number of holy and happy 
creatures in the univerfe will be incomparably greater 
than that of miferable criminals ; and that the punifli- 
ment of the latter is one principal mean of preferving 
this infinite number in obedience and happinefe; and 
confcquently is highly conducive to the public happi- 
nefs, and exprcflive of the love and goodnefs of the 
univerfal Ruler to the immenfe community of his fub- 
jcfts. And thus God is love^ even in the moft terrible 
difplays of his vindiftive juftice. 

To illuftrate this fubjefl:, confider farther, 
III. ** That criminals are incompetent judges of 
vindiiJbive juftice." They are parties, and it is their 
intereft theic fliould be no fuch attribute as juftice in 
the Deity. It is natural for them to flatter themfelves 
that their crimes arc fmall ; that their Judge will fuf- 
fer them to efcape with impunity, or with a gentle 
puniftiment •, and that if he ftiould do other wife he 
would be unmerciful, unjuft, and cruel. The excefs of 
felf-love fuggefts to them a thoufand excufes and exte- 
nuations of their guilt, and flatters them with a thoufand 
favourable prefumptions. An impenitent criminal is 
always an ungenerous, mean-fpirited, felfifti creature^ 

and 
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and has nothing of that noble diiinterefted fdf-denial 
and impartiality which would generoufly condemn 
himfelf and approve of that fentencc by which he dies. 
A little acquaintance with the conduft of mankind 
will foon make us fenfible of their partiality and wrong 
judgments in matters where felf is concerned ; and par- 
ticularly how unfit they are to form an eftimate of juftice 
when themfelves are to (land as criminals at its bar. 
Now this is the cafe of all mankind in the affair now 
under confideration. They are criminals at the bar 
of divine juftice; they are the parties to be tried; 
they are under the dominion of ia felfifli fpirit ; it is 
natural to them to palliate their own crimes, and to 
form flattering expeftations from the clemency of their 
Judge. And are they fit pcrfons to prefcribe to their 
Judge how he ftiould deal with them, or what mea- 
sure of puniftiment he ought to inflift upon them ? Sin- 
ners ! dare you ufurp this high province ? Dare you 

*' Snatch from his hand the balance and the rod, 
" Rcjudgc his juftice, be the god of God ?"* 

Rather ftand at the bar, ye criminals ! that is your 
place. Do not dare to afcend the throne ; that is the 
place of your Judge. Stand filent, and await his righte- 
ous fentence, which is -always juft, always beft: or, 
if creatures muft judge of the juftice of their Sovereign, 
I appeal to the faints ; I appeal to angels, thofe com- 
petent, difinterefted judges; I appeal to every upright 
impartial being in the univerfe. They approve, they 
celebrate, they admire, and love all the difplays of 
punitive juftice as neceflary to the public good; and 
their judgment may be depended on : it is not mifled 
by ignorance nor perverted by felf-intereft. To whom 
would you appeal as judges of the proceedings of 
courts of juftice among men ? To malefaftors in a 
dungeon, who have made juftice their enemy, and who 
are therefore enemies to it f No; but you would ap- 
peal to obedient fubjefts, who are not obnoxious to 

jufticQ 
* Pope's Ei&y on Man. 
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juftice thcrr.fclvcs but enjoy protcAion cn&r its guar- 
dianfhip, and are fcnfibie of its beauty acd pi^ibc uti- 
lit/ ? i'hey all approve it with one vcrice, and wookl 
look upon a fupreme magiftrate without it as a Tcry 
rrontcir.ptiblc and odious charafter, and eflcntially de- 
ficient in pO(xlne(s. Hence it folbws that even the 
partitive juftice of God not only is in reality, but to 
8ll impartial judges appears to be a moft amiable, en- 
gaging, and beneficent perfection ; majeftic indeed, 
but not forbidding ; awful, but not fullen and hateful ; 
terrible, but only to criminals; and deftruftivc only 
to what dcftroys the public good. I have fo far and- 
(ij>;ited myfcif that I need hardly add, 

IV. ** That proceedings fimilar to thofe of the di- 
vine government are not only approved of as juft in 
all human governments, but alio loved and admired 
as amiable and praife- worthy, and highly efTential to the 
goodncfs and benevolence of a Ruler.'* 

Docs the fupreme Lawgiver annex fevere penalties 
to his laws which render the difobedient miferable for 
ever ? So do human governments with the unanimous 
npprobation of their fubjtds •, they infli<2 punifbments 
that ftffc«5l life, and cut ofF the offender from civil fo- 
cicty forever; and this is the only kind of everlafting 
punifhment that can be endured or executed by mor- 
tals. Docs Jehovah maintain good order in his im- 
n\cnfc empire, proted his fubjefts, and deter them 
from t^ft ending by making examples of the guilty? 
and duCv^i he fccurc and advance the good of the whole 
by the confpicuous punilbment of obnoxious indivi- 
iiuais ? 'J'his is done every day for the fame ends in 
humdn governments, and tliat with univerfal appro- 
bat \>n« I ^oes he inili.^ punifhnients that arc not at ill 
inrciuJcvi tor the reformation and advantage cf the 
jTuiuy uiffcrer, but only for the admonition and bexseft 
^^f vnhcr:> : This is always the cafe in human govcni- 
n^tat$ when th^ punrthment reaches to the liie, tar 
thr:\ the otTonvicr hirniclf i> put out of sil capftdtr or 
K4\>riU.iCivsi or i"c;:o:ul advantage by it, but hcfbafcs 

cndrrlT 
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entirely for the good of others. Even criminals muft 
be made ufeful to fociety ; and this is the only ufe they ■ 
are fit to anfwer. Would it be inexpedient and great- 
ly injurious for a magiftrate in his public charafter to 
forgive crimes and fufFer criminals to efcape, though 
to do fo in a private charafter might be a virtue ? Jull 
fo God, who is the fupreme Magiftrate of the univerfe, 
and not at all to be confidered in this cafe as a private 
perfon afting only in a private character, the great 
God I fay is obliged by his regard for his own honour 
and the benefit of his fubjefts, to infiift proper punifh- 
ments and diftribute his pardoning mercy to indivi- 
duals confiftently with the general good of the whole. 
What would be revenge in a private perfon, which is 
the ruling pafEon of devils, is juftice, honour and be- 
nevolence itfelf in the fupreme Ruler of the world ; 
and a failure in this would render him not only lefs 
glorious and majeftic, but lefs amiable, lefs beneficent 
to his creatures. 

I know hardly any thing of fo- much importance to 
give us juft fcntiments of the proceedings of God with 
his creatures, as that we fhould conceive of him as a 
moral Ruler or the fupreme Magiftrate of the world. 
And it is owing to their not confidering him in this 
character that finners indulge fuch miftaken dange- 
rous prefumptions concerning him. They choofe to 
conceive of him under fome fond and tender name, as 
a Being of infinite grace, the indulgent Father of his 
creatures, &c. All this is true ; but it is equally true 
that he is their moral Ruler as well as their Pather. 
His creatures are his fubjeds as well as his children -, 
and ]|p muft aft the wife and righteous Magiftrate as 
well as the tender Father towards them. His good- 
nefs is that of a Ruler, and not of a private perfon -, 
and his pardoning of fin and receiving offenders into 
favour, are not private kindneffes but a<5ls of govern- 
ment, and therefore they muft be conduded with the 
utmoft wifdom •, for a wrong ftep in hj/ infinite ad- 
rniniftration, which affefts fuch innumerable multi- 
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tudes of fubje(5ts, would bean infinite evil, and might 
admit of no reparation. 

Though I have thus enlarged upon this ful^ed^ yet 
I am far from exhaufting my materials. But thefe 
things I hope are fufEcient to convince your under- 
ftandings that divine juftice is not that unkind, cruel, 
and favage thing finners are wont to imagine it ; but 
that God is juft, because God is love: and that he 
puniihes not becaufe he is the enemy, but becaufe he 
is the friend of his creatures, and becaufe he loves the 
whole too well to let particular offenders do mifchief 
with impunity*. 

I fhall only add, that this is the view Jehovah has 
given of himfelf in the clearcft manifeftation of his 
perfedions that he ever made to mortals. He pro- 
mifes his favourite Mofes, that he would make alibis 
goodnefs pafs before bim. Obferve, it is his gbodnefe 
he intends to exhibit ; and the proclamation runs thus; 
Tbe Lordy tbe Lord Godj merciful and gracious^ long- 
Sufferings forgiving iniquity ^ &c. That thefe are ads 
or modifications of goodnefs, will be eafily granted. 
But obferve, it is added even in this proclamation of 
his goodnefs, TCbat be will by no means clear the guilty ; 
intimating, that to bejuft and puhifh fin is an aft of 
goodnefs, as well as to be merciful and to forgive it. 

And now when we have this copious fubjeft in re- 
view, does it not fuggeft to us fuch conclufions as thefe : 

I. May 

* It may perhaps be objc£lcd, ** That to rcprefcnt joftke under 
the notion of love, is to a£Fe£l Angularity in language, to deftroy the 
diflinflion of the divine accri^tes, and the elTential differences of 
things." — To which I anfwer, i. That a catachrefis may be beauti- 
ful and emphatical, though it be always a feeming impropriety in 
language. Such is this reprefcntation, " Divine juftice, divine love." 
2. I do not deny that God's executing righteous punifhment open 
the guiUy may be called juftice ; but then it is his love to the public 
that excites him to do this ; and therefore his doing it may be properly 
denominated love, as well as juftice, or love under the name of juftice, 
which is love ftill. 3. I do not mean that the ufual names of things 
ihould be changed, but that we ihould affix fuitable ideas to them. 
We may retain the name of juftice ftill, but let us not affix ideas to it 
that areinconfiftent with divine love. Let us not look upon it as 
the attribute of a tyrant, but of a wife and good ruler. 
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I. May we not conclude that the cafe of impenitent 
iinners is defpcrate indeed when it is not exceflive ri- 
gour, not a malignity of temper, not tyranny, or a 
lavage delight in torture that condemns them, but 
goodnefs itfelf, love itfelf ? Even the gentler perfec- 
tions of the Deity, thofe from which they derive their 
prefumptuous hopes, are confpired againft them, and 
unite their forces to render them miferable, in order 
to prevent greater mifery from fpreading through the 
univerfe. Impenitent finners! even the unbounded 
love of God to his creatures is your enemy. Love, 
under the name and form of juftice, which is equally 
love ftill, demands your execution ; and to fufFer you 
to efcape would not only be an aft of injuftice, but an 
ad of malignity and hoftility againft the whole fyfteni 
of rational beings. Therefore repent and be holy, 
otherwife divine love will not fufFer you to be happy. 
God is love ; therefore will he confine you in the in- 
fernal prifon, as a regard to the public welfare in 
human governments fhuts up criminals in a dungeon, 
and madmen in Bedlam. 

II. May we not hence conclude that all the afts of 
the Deity may be refolved into the benevolent princi- 
ple of love ? God is love-y therefore he made this vaft 
univerfe, and planted it fo thick with variegated life. 
God is love -9 therefore he ftill rules the world he has 
made, and inflifts chaftifemcnts and judgments upon 
it from every age. God is love ; therefore he fpared 
not his own Son, but made him the viftim of his juf- 
tice. God is love ; therefore he requires perfedl holi- 
nefs, perfeft obedience from all his fubjecfts. God is 
love-, therefore he has enafted fuch tremendous (anc- 
tions to his law, and executes them in their full extent 
upon offenders. God is love-, therefore he has made 
the prifon of hell, and there confines in chains of ever- 
lafting darknefs thofe malevolent creatures that would 
be nuifances to fociety, and public mifchiefs if fuffered 
to run at large. In fhort, whatever he does, he does 

it 
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it becaa(<; he is love. How amiable a view of him 
this ! Therefore, 

III. We may certainly conclude that if God be love, 
then all his creatures ought to love him. Love him, 
O all ye inhabitants of Heaven ! But they need not 
my exhortation ; they know him, and therefore can- 
not but love him. Love him, all ye inhabitants of 
the planetary worlds ! if fuch there be. Thefe alfo I 
hope need no exhortation, for we would willingly per- 
(uadc ourfelves that other territories of his immenfe 
empire have not rebelled againft him as this earth has 
done. Love him, O ye children of men ! To you I 
call ; but O ! I fear I ftiall call in vain. To love him 
who is all love is the moft hopelefs propofal one can 
make to the worKI. But whatever others do, love the 
Lord, all ye his faints ! You I know cannot refift thQ 
motion. Surely your love even now is all on fire. 
Love the Lord^ my foul! Amen. 



SERMON XIX. 

The General Refurreftion. 



John v. 28, 29. The hour is coming in the which all 
thai are in the grave Jhall hear his voice j and Jhall 
come forth \ they that have donegood^ unto the refur- 
reSiion of life ; and they that have done evily to the 
refurre£lion of damnation. 

EVER fince fin entered into the world, and death 
by fin, this earth has been a vaft grave-yard, or 
burying-place for her children. In every age, and in 
every country, that fentence has been executing, Dujl 
thou artj and unto duft thou fhalt return. The earth 
has been arched with graves, the kftlodginga of mor- 
tals. 
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tals, and the bottom of the ocean paved with the bones 
of men*. Human nature was at firft confined to one 
pair, but how foon and how wide did it fpread ! How 
inconceivably numerous are the fons of Adam ! How 
many different nations on our globe contain many 
millions of men, even in one generation I And how 
many generations have fucceeded one another in the 
long run of near lix thoufand years ! Let imagination 
call up this vafl army ; children that juil light upon 
our globe and then wing their flight into an unknown 
world 'y the grey-headed that have had a long journey 
through life; the blooming youth and the middle- 
aged, let them pafs in review before us from all coun- 
tries and from all ages ; and how vaft and aftonifhing 
the multitude ! If the pofterity of one man (Abraham) 
by one fon was, according to the divine promife, 
as the flars of Heaven, or as the fand by the fea- 
fhore, innumerable, what numbers can compute 
the multitudes that have fprung from all the Pa- 
triarchs, the fons of Adam and Noah ! But what is 
become of them all? Alas! they are turned into 
earth, their original element; they are all imprifoned 
in the grave except the prefent generation, and we 
are dropping one after another in a quick facceflion 
into that place appointed for all living. There has not 
been perhaps a moment of time for five thoufand years 
but what fome one or other has funk into the raanfions 
of the dead ; and in fome fatal hours, by the fv/ord of 
war or the devouring jaws of earthquakes, thoufands 
have been cut oflF and fwept away at once, and left in 
one huge promifcuous carnage. The greatefl number 
of mankind beyond comparifon are fleeping under 
ground. There lies beauty mouldering into dufl, rot- 
ting fnto ftench and loathfomenefs, and feeding the vileft 
worms. There lies the head that once wore a crown, 
as low and contemptible as the meaneft beggar. 
N n n There 

♦ No rp-kt on earth but has fiipply'd a grave ; 
And human fculis the fpacious ocean pave. 

You^G. 
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There lie the mighty giants, the heroes and con- 
querors, the Samlons, the Ajax*s, the Alexanders, 
and tlie C^fars of the world -, there they lie ftupid, 
fenfcitTs, and inaAive, and unable to drive off the 
worms that riot on their marrow, and make their 
houfes in thofe fockets where the eyes fparkled with 
living luftre. There lie the wife and the learned, as 
rotten, as hclplcfs as the fool. There lie fome that 
we once convcrfed with, fome that were our friends 
our companions-, and there lie our fathers and mo- 
thers, our brothers and fiflers. 

And (liall they lie there always ? Shall this body, 
this curious workmanfhip of Heaven, fo wonderfidiy 
and fearfully made, always lie in ruins, and never be 
repaired? Shall the wide-extended valleys of dry 
bones never more live ? This we know, that it is 
not a tbing impoJjibU 'uottb God to rmfe the dead. He 
that could firft form our bodies out of nothing, is cer* 
tainly able to form them anew, and repair the waflcs 
of time and death. But what is his declared will in 
this cafe ^ On this the matter turns; and this is fully 
revealed in my text. The bowr is c§miMg^ when all that 
are in the graves^ all that arc dead, without exception, 
Jball bear the voice of tke Son of Gad, and fiuUl come 
forth. 

And for what end (hall they come forth ? O ! for 
very different purpofes -, fw:e to the refurreSim ef tife^ 
and fome to tke refurreSicH of darnnatiam. 

And what is the ground of this vaft diflin&ion ? 
Or what is the difference in charaftcr between thofe 
that ihall receive fo different a doom ? It is this, Tbej 
that tave d^ne gctkl Jball rife to life^ and tker that tcve 
djne ^rx/, ts damnation. It is this, and this only, that 
will then be the rule of diftinAion. 

I would avoid all art in my method of handling thb 
fubjeft, and intend only to illuftrate the fcveral parts 
of the text, -if/ that are in the graves Jks^ iesr tis 
w.v.', anJftaU comefffrtt', tbeytbat bave d$me v^Z, to 

the 



Serna. 19. The General RefurreStion. 459 

ibe refurreSlion of life\ and they that have doneevil^ to 
the refurreStion of damnation! 

I. They that are in the graves fhall hear his voice. 
The voice of the Son of God here probably means the 
found of the archangel's trumpet, which is called his 
voice, becaufe founded by his orders and attended with 
his all-quickening power. This all-awakening call to 
the tenants of the grave we frccjuently find foretold in 
fcripture. I fhall refer you to two plain paflages. 
Behold^ fays St. Paul, IJhew you a myjiery^ an impor^ 
tant and aftonifhing fecret, we fhall not all jleep \ that 
is, mankind will not all be fleeping in death when that 
day comes, there will be a generation then alive upon 
earth ; and though they cannot have a proper refur^ 
reftion, yet they fhall pafs through a change equiva- 
lent to it. We jhall all he changed^ fays he, in a mo- 
ment^ in the twinkling of an eye^ at the laft trumps for 
the trumpet fhall founds it fhall give the alarm; and no 
fooner is the awful clangor heard than all the living 
fliall be transformed into immortals-, and the dead fhall 
he raifed incorruptible •, and we, who are then alive ^ fhall 
he changed^ 1 Cor. xv. 51, 52. this is all the differ- 
ence, they fhall he raifed^ and we fhall he changed. This 
awful prelude of the trumpet is alfo mentioned ii^ 
I Theff. iv. 15, 16. We which are alive^ and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord^ fhall not prevent them which 
are afleep •, that is, we fhall not be beforehand witTi 
them in meeting our defcending Lord, for the Lord 
himfelf fhall defc end from heaven with a fhout^ with the 
voice of the archangel^ and with the trump of God-, that 
is, with a godlike trump, fuch as it becomes his ma- 
jefty to found, and the dead in Chriji Jhall rifefirft\ that 
is, before the living fhall be caught up in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air ; and when they are rifen, 
and the living transformed, they fhall afcend together 
to the place of judgment. 

My brethren, realize the majefty and terror of this 
univerfal alarm. When the dead are fleeping in the 
filent grave : when the living are thoughtlefs and un- 

apijreh^a^H^ 
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apprehenfive of the grand event, or intent on other 
purfuits ; fome of them afleep in the dead of night; 
fome of them diflblved in fenfual pleafures, eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage ; fome of 
them planning or executing fchemes for riches or ho- 
nours •, fome in the very aft of fin •, the generality ftu- 
pid and carelefs about the concerns of eternity, and 
the dreadful day juft at hand; and a few here and 
there converfing with their God, and looking for the 
glorious appearance of their Lord and Saviour \ when 
tlie courfe of nature runs on uniform and regular as 
ufual, and infidel fcofinsrs are taking umbrage from 
thence to afk. Where is the promife of bis coming ? f&r 
ftnce the fathers fell afleep^ all things continue as tbg 
were from the beginning of the creation, 2 Peter iii. 4. 
In fhort, when there are no more vifible appearances 
of this approaching day, than of the deftruftion of 
Sodom on that fine clear morning in which Lot fled 
away ; or of the deluge, when Noah entered into the 
ark: then in that hour of unapprehenfive fecurity, 
then fuddenly lliall the heavens open over the aftoniih* 
ed world; then 'fliall the all- alarming clangor break 
over their heads like a clap of thunder in a clear Iky. 
Immediately the living turn their gazing eyes upon 
the amazing phacnomenon : a few hear the long-ex- 
pefted found with rapture, and lift up their heads with 
joy, affured that the day of their redemption is come^ 
while the thoughtlefs world are fl:ruck with the wildefl: 
horror and confternation. In the fame inftant the 
found reaches all the manfions of the dead, and in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, they are raifed, 
and the living are changed. This call will be as ani- 
mating to all the fons of men as that call to a finglc 
perfon, Lazarus^ come forth. O what a furprife will 
this be to the thoughtlefs world ! Should this alarm 
buril over our heads thjs moment, into what a terror 
Would it ftrike many in this afiembly ? Such will be 
the terror, fuch the confternation, when it aftually 
comes to pafs. Sinners will be the fame timorous, 

felf. 
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fclf-condcmned creatures then as they ^re now. And 
then they will not be able to ftop their ears, who arc 
deaf to all the gentler calls of the gofpel now. Then 
the trump of God will conftrain them to hear and fear, 
to whom the minifters of Chrift now preach in vain. 
Then they muft all hear, for, 

II. My text tells you, all that are in the graves^ all 
without exception, fifall hear his voice. Now the voice 
of mercy calls, reafon pleads, confcience warns, but 
multitudes will not hear. But this is a voice which 
fliall, which muft reach every one of the millions of 
mankind, and not one of them wjU be able ftop his 
cars. Infants and giants, kings and fubjeds, all ranks, 
all ages of mankind ftiall hear the call. The living 
ihall ftart and be changed, and the dead rife at the 
found. The duft that was once alive and formed a 
human body, whether it flies in the air, floats in the 
ocean, or vegetates on earth, fliall hear the new- 
creating fiat. Wherever the fragments of the human 
frame are Scattered, this all-penetrating call fliall reach 
and fpeak them into life. We may confider this voice 
as a fummons not only to dead bodies to rife, but to 
the fouls that once animated them to appear, and be 
re-united to them, whether in heaven or hell. To 
the grave the call will be, Arife^ ye dead^ and come to 
judgment \ to heaven, y&fpirits of juji men made per- 
feS\ " defcend to the world whence you originally 
came j and aflume your new- formed bodies-," to hell, 
" Come forth and appear, ye damned ghofts, ye pri- 
foners of darknefs, and be again united to the bodies 
in which you once finned, that in them ye may now 
fuff^er." Thus will this fummons fpread through every 
corner of the univerfe ; and Heaven, Earth and Hell, 
and all their inhabitants, fliall hear and obey. Devils, 
as well as the finners of our race, will tremble at the 
found ; for now they know they can plead no more 
as they once did, Torment us not before the time \ for 
^he time is come, and they muft mingle with the pri- 

foners 
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foncrs at the bar. And now when all that arc in the 
graves hear this all-quickening voice, 

III. They Jball come forth. Now methinks I fee, 
I hear the earth heaving, chamcl-houfcs rattling, 
tombs burfting, graves opening. Now the nations 
under ground begin to ftir. There is a noife and a 
(hiking among the dry bones. The duft is all alive, 
and in motion, and the globe breaks and trembles, 
as with an earthquake, while this vaft army is work- 
ing its way through and burfting into life. The ruins 
of human bodies are fcattered iiar and wide, and have 
pafled through many and furprifing transformations. 
A limb in one country, and another in another ; here 
the head and there the trunk, and the ocean rolling 
between*. Multitudes have funk in a watery grave, 
been fwallowed up by the mondcrs of the deep, and 
transformed mto a part of then* flcfii. Multitudes have 
been eaten by beafts and birds of prey, and incorpo- 
rated with them ; and fomc hare bcoi devoured by 
their fdlow-mcn in the rage of a derfperate hunger, or 
of unnatural cannibal appetite, and d^icfted into a part 
of them. Mulritudes have mouldered into duft, 
and this daft hr.s been Mown about by winds, and 
wajTiei away with water, or it has petrified into ftone, 
or been bum: into brick to form dwellings for their 
poftcriry ^ or it has grown up in grain, trees, plants, 
and other vegetables, which are the fupport of man 
and bcdt, and arc transformed into their flefli and 
bkwi. Bi;: through all thefe various tmstbrmations 
and chance*;, not a particie rha: was cflcntial to one 
human Sody hi? Seen Joft, or incorporated with an- 
other human ivxiy^ fo as to become an cflcntial part 
of i:, Anc s? ro thafc parricies Aar were not eflendal, 
rhev are n^v nrcctwm' ro rhe idcnrit\' of the body or 
of the reru^n; anci therefore ^^ need not think 
Ujev w;i. ^e raiici axrain. The omniicicnt God knows 

how 

• T- '- ivu^ Til? u*r v-^" T*.'^ff;rv*\ . unr ws? flain on ihe Africa 
flirrr. Hv ?n^.\ w*^ i*;: :.v"i. arv^ ^.i^ hfjk! «Tncd over the Mcq- 
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how to colleft, diftinguifti, and compound all thofe 
fcattered and mingled feeds of our mortal bodies. And 
now, at the found of the trumpet j they fhall all be 
collected, wherever they were fcattered -, all properly 
forted and united, /however they were confufed; 
atom to its fellow-atom, bone to its fellow-bone- 
Now methinks you may fee the a^'r darkened with 
fragments of bodies flying from country to country, to 
meet and join their proper parts : 

' " Scatter'd limbs, and all 



The various bones obfequious to the call, 

Self -mov'd advarice ; the neck perhaps to meet 

The diilant head, the dillant legs, the feet. 

Dreadful to view, fee through the duiky iky 

Fragments of bodies in confulion fly. 

To diftant regions journeying, there to claini 

Deferted members, and complete the frame — ' 

The fever'd head and trunk fhall join once more,' 

Tho' realms now rife between, and oceans roar. 

The trumpet's found each vagrant mote fliall heaf. 

Or /ixt in earth, or if afloat in air. 

Obey the flgnal, wafted in the wind, 

And not one fleeping atom lag behind." — ♦ 

All hear ; and now, in fairer profpc6l fliewn, 

Limb clings to limb, and bone rejoins its bone. — -j- 

Then, 

* Young's Laft Diy, Book If. 
f Thefe two laft lines are taken from a poem, which is a Jivcly 
imitation of Dr. Young, entitled. The Day 0/ Judgment, afcribed to 
Mr. Ogilvie, a promifing young genius of Aberdeen in Scotland, 
not above nineteen years of age, as I was infQrmed, when he com- 
pofed this poem. The lines preceding thefe quoted are as follow : 

O'er boiling waves the fevered members fwim. 

Each breeze is loaded with a broken limb : 

The living atoms, with peculiar care. 

Drawn from their cells, come flying thro' the air. 

Where'er they lurk'd, thro* ages undccay'd. 

Deep in the rock, or cloth'd fome fmiling mead } 

Or in the lily's fnowy bofom grew, 

Or ting'd the faphire with its lovely blue ; 

Or in fome purling ftream refrefli'd the plains ; 

Or form'd the mountain's adamantine veins; 

Or gaily fporiing in the breathing fpring, 

Perfum'd the whifp'ring Zephyr's balmy wing. 

All hear, ^c. 
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Then, my brethren, your duft and mine ftiaJl be 
re-animated and organized ; and though after our Jkin 
worms deftroy thefe bodies^ yet in our ftejh Jhall we fee 
God. Job xix. 16. 

And what a vaft improvement will the frail nature 
of man then receive ? Our bodies will then be fub- 
ftantially the fame -, but how different in qualities, in 
firength, in agility, in capacities for pleafure or pain, 
in beauty or deformity, in glory or terror, according 
to the moral charafter of the perfons to whom they 
belong ? Matter, we know, is capable of prodigious 
alterations and refinements •, and there it will appear in 
the higheft perfeftion. The bodies of the faints will 
be formed glorious, incorruptible, without the feeds 
of ficknefs and death. The glorified body of Chrift, 
which is undoubtedly carried to the higheft perfoftion 
that matter is capable of, will be the pattern after 
which they fhall be formed. He will change our vile 
hody^ fays St. Paul, that it may be fajhioned like unto 
his glorious body. Phil. iii. 2 1 . Flefh and bloody in their 
prefent ftate of groffnefs and frailty, cannot inherit (be 
kingdom of God\ neither doth corruption inherit incorrup- 
tion. But this corruptible body mujl put on incorruption 5 
a?id this mortal muji put on immortality. Cor. xv. 50, 53. 
And how vaft the change, how high the improvement 
from its prefent ftate ! // was fown in corruption^ it 
fhall be rat fed in incorruption ; // was fown in dijhonour^ 
it Jhall be raifed in glory ^, it was fown in weaknefs^ it 
fhall be raifed in power ^ vcrfc 42, 43, &c. Then will 
the body be able to bear up under the exceeding great 
and eternal weight of glory : it will no longer be a clog 
or an incumbrance to the foul, but a proper inftrument 

and 

The thought feems to be borrowed from Mr. Addifon's fine Latin 
poem on the Refurredlion, in which are the following beautiful lines : 

Jam pulvis varias terrje difperfa per oraj, 
Sive inter vcnas teneri concreta metalli, 
Senfim diriguit, feu fcfe immifcuit herbis, 
Explicita efl ; molem rurfus cOalefcit in unam 
Divifum Funus, fp^rfos prior alligat artus 
Jundlura, aptanturqj itcrum cot untia membra. 



Serm. 19. The General RefurreSfion. 465 

and affiftant in all the exalted fervices and enjoyments 
of the heavenly ftate. 

The bodies of the wicked will alfo be improved, 
but their improvements will all be terrible and vindic- 
tive. Their capacities will be thoroughly enlarged, 
but then it will be that they may be made capable of 
greater mifery : they will be ftrengthened, but it will 
be that they may bear the heavier load gf torment. 
Their fenfations will be more quick and ftrong, but 
It will be that they may feel the more exquifite pain. 
They will be raifed immortal, that they may not be 
confumed by everlafting fire, or efcape punilhment 
by diflblution or annihilation. In fhort, their aug- 
mented ftrength, their enlarged capacities, and their 
immortality will be their eternal curfe ; and they would 
willingly exchange them for the fleeting duration of a 
fading flower, or the faint fenfations of an infant. 
The only power they would rejoice in is, that of felf- 
annihilation. 

And now when the bodies are completely formed 
and fit to be inhabited, the fouls that once animated 
them, being colledled from Heaven and Hell, re-enter 
and take pofleflion of their old manfions. They are 
united in bonds which fliall nevermore be diflblved-, 
and the mouldering tabernacles are now become ever- 
lafting habitations. 

And with what joy will the fpirits of the righteous 
welcome their old companions from their long fleep in 
the duft, and congratulate their glorious refurrecflion ! 
How will they rejoice to re-enter their old habitations, 
now fo completely repaired and highly improved ? to 
find thofc bodies which .were once their incumbrance, 
once frail and mortal, in which they were imprifoned 
and languiflied, once their temptation, tainted with 
the feeds of fin, now their afliftants and co-partners in 
the bufinefs of Heaven, now vigorous, incorruptible, 
and immortal, now free from all corrupt mixtures, and 
fliining in all the beauties of perfeft holinefs ? In thefe 
bodies they once ferved their God with honeft though 
O o o feeble 
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feeble cfrorts, conflifted with fin and temptation, and 
palTcd through all the united trials and hardfhips of 
mortality and the chriftian life. But now they are 
united to them for more exalted and blifsful purpofes. 
The lungs that v/ere wont to heave with penitential 
fighs and groans, (hall now fhout forth their joys and 
the praifes of their God and Saviour. The heart that 
WP.S once broken with forrows fhall now be bound up 
for ever, and overflow with immortal pleafures. Thofe 
very eyes, that were wont to run down with tears 
and to behold many a tragical fight, fliall now behold 
the King in his beauty^ fhall behold the Saviour whom, 
though unfecn, they loved, and all the glories of hea- 
ven ; and Godjhall wipe away all their tears. All the 
fenfes, which were once avenues of pain, fhall now 
be inlets of the moft exalted plcafure. In fhort, every 
organ, every member fiiall be employed in the moft 
noble fervices and enjoyments, inftead of the fordid 
and laborious drudgery, and the painful fufFerings of 
the j)refent flate. IJlefled change indeed ! Rejoice, ye 
children of God, in the profpeft of it. 

But hov/ fhall I glance a thought upon the dreadful 
cafe of the wicked in that tremendous day 1 While 
their bodies burll from their graves, the miferable 
fpcdlp.clcs of horror and deformity, fee the millions of 
gloomy ghofts that once animated them, rife like pillars 
of fmoke from the bottomlefs pit! and with what re- 
luftance and angulfh do they re-enter their old habita- 
tions ! O what a dreadful meeting ! what fhocking 
falutations ! " And muft I be chained to thee again 
(may tlie guilty foul fay) O thou accurfed, polluted 
body, thou fyftem of deformity and terror ! In thee I 
orxe finned, by thee I was once enfnared, debafed, and 
ruined: to gratify thy vile lufts and appetites I neg- 
leded my own immortal interefts, degraded my native 
dignity, and made myfelf miferable for ever. And 
hail thou now met me to torment me for ever ? O that 
thou hadft flill flept in the dufl, and never been repair- 
ed again ! Let me rather be condemned to animate 

a toad 
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a toad or ferpent than that odious body once defiled 
with fin, and the inflrunient of my guilty pleafiires, 
now made fl:rong and immortal to torment me with 
ftrong and immortal pains. Once indeed I received 
fenfations of pleaiure from thee, but now thou art 
transformed into an engine of torture. No more fhall 
I through thine eyes behold the cheerful light of the 
day and the beautiful profpefts of nature, but the thick 
glooips of hell, grim and ghaftly ghofts, heaven at an 
impaflable diftance, and all the horrid fights of woe 
in the infernal regions. No more (hall thine ears charm 
me with the hai-mony of founds, but terrify and dif- 
trefs me with the echo of eternal groans, and the 
thunder of almighty vengeance ! No more Ihajl the 
gratification of thine appetites zSoxdi me pleafure, but 
thine appetites, for ever hungry, for ever unfatisfied, 
fliall eternally torment me with their eager importunate 
cravings. No more fhall thy tongue be employed in 
mirth, andjeft, and fong, but complain and groan, 
and blafpheme, and roar for ever. Thy feet, that once 
walked in the flowery enchanted paths of fin, muft 
now walk on the difmal burning foil of hell. O my 
wretched companion! I parted with thee with pain 
and rcludance in the ftruggles of death, but now I 
meet thee with greater terror and agony. Return to 
thy bed in the duft •, there flecp and rot, and let mc 
never fee thy fliocking vifage more." In vain the pe- 
tition! the reluftant foul muft ^nter its prifon, from 
whence it fliall never more be difmifled. And if we 
might indulge imagination fo far, v/e might fuppofc 
the body begins to recriminate in fuch language as 
this : " Come, guilty foul, enter thy old manfion; if 
it be horrible and fliocking, it is owing to thyfeif. 
Was not the animal frame, the brutal nature, fubjec5led 
to thy government, who art a rational principle ? In- 
ftead of being debafed by me, it became thee to have 
not only retained the dignity of thy nature, but to have 
exalted mine, by noble employments and gratifications 
worthy an earthly body united to an immortal fpirit, 

Thoa 
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Thou mighteft have reftrained my members from be- 
ing the inftruments of fin, and made them the inftru- 
incnts of righteoufnefs. My knees would have bow- 
ed at the throne of grace, but thou didft not afFeft 
that pofture. Mine eyes would have read, and mine 
ears heard the word of life; but thou wouldft not fet 
them to that employ, or wouldft not attend to it. And 
now it is but juft the body thou didft proftitute to fin 
Ihoukl be the inftrument of thy punifhment. Indeed, 
fain would I relapfe into fenfelefs earth as I was, and 
continue in that infenfibility forever: — but didft thou 
not hear the all-roufing trumpet juft now ? did it not 
even (hake the foundations of thy infernal prifon ? It 
was that call that awakened me, and fummoned me to 
meet thee, and I could not refift it. Therefore come, 
miferable foul, take poflTeflion of this frame, and let 
us prepare for everlafting burning. O that it were 
now pollible to die ! O that we could be again fepa- 
rated, and never be united more! Vainwilh; the 
M'eight of mountains, the pangs of hell, the flames 
of unquenchable fire, can never diffolve thefe chains 
which now bind us together !*'* 

O ! Sirs, what a fhocking interview is this ! O the 
glorious, dreadful morning of the refurredion ! What 
fcenes of unknown joy and terror will then open? 
Mcthinks we muft always have it in profpeft 5 it muft 

even 

* The Rev. Mr. John Reynolds, in his poem entitled DeatFs 
ViJioHy introduces the foul fpeaking againft the body, and afterwards 
rhecking its cenfures, and turning them upon itfelf, in a vein of 
thought nat unlike that of Mr. Davies. 

Go, tempter, go, as thou haft been 
A quick extinguifhcr of heav'niy fires ! 
A fource of black enormity and fin, 
Tliou cramp cf facred motions and dcfircs f 
How brave and blefs'd am I, 
Unfctter'd from thy company. 
Thou enemy of my joys and me \ 
But pardon that 1 thus 
Unconfcioufly accufe I 
How much more cruel haVe I been to thee f 
** *Twas cruel I obliged thee to obey 
" The wilful didlaies of my guilty fway." 
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evcft now engage our thoughts, and fill us with trem- 
bling folicitude, and make it the great obje<ft of our 
labour and purfuit to fhare in the refuiredion of the 
juft. 

Bui for what ends do thefe fleeping multitudes rife ? 
For what purpofcs do they come forth ? My text wiU 
tell you, 

IV. They ihall come forth, fome to the refurreEiion 
of life^ and fome to the refttrre£lion of damnation. They 
are fummoned from their graves to ftand at the bar, 
and brought out of prifon by angelic guards to pafs 
their laft trial. And as in this impartial trial they will 
be found to be perfons of very diflFerent charafters, the 
righteous Judge of the earth will accordingly pro- 
nounce their different doom. 

See a glorious multitude^ which none can number^ 
Openly acquitted, pronounced bleffcd, and welcomed 
into the kingdom prepared for them from the foundation 
of the world. Now they enter upon a ftate which de- 
fcrves the name of life. They are all vital, all adtive, 
all glorious, all happy. Thty Jhine brighter than the 
fiars in the firmament ; like the fun for ever and ever. 
All their faculties overflow with happinefs. They 
mingle with the glorious company of angels j they 
behold that Saviour whom unfecn they loved ; they 
dwell in eternal intimacy with the Father of their fpi- 
rits ; they are employed with ever-new and growing 
delight in the exalted fervices of the heavenly fandtuary. 
They fliall never more fear nor feel the leaft touch of 
forrow, pain, or any kind of mifery, but fhall be as 
happy as their natures can admit through an immortal 
duration. What a glorious new creation is here ! what 
illuftrious creatures formed of the duft ! And fhall 
any of us join in this happy company ? O ! fliall any 
of us, feeble, dying, finfiil creatures, fliine in their 
. glory and happinefs ? This is a mofl: interefting en- 
quiry, and I would have you think of it with trem- 
bling anxiety \ and I fliall prefently anfwer it in its 
place. 
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The profpeft would be delightful, if our charity 
could hope that this will be the happy end of all the 
fons of men. But, alas 1 multitudes, and we have 
reafon to fear the far greater number fhall come forth, 
not to the refurreftion of life, but to the refurreAion 
of damnation. Damnation! what terror is in the 
found. If audacious finners in our world make light 
of it, and pray for it on every trifling occafion, their 
infernal brethren that feel its tremendous import are 
not fo hardy, but tremble and groan, and can trifle 
with it no more. 

Let us realize the miferable doom of this clafe 
of mankind. See them burfl:ing into life from their 
fuhcerranean dungeons, hideous fliapes of deformity 
and terror, expreffiveof the vindidivedefign for which 
tlieir bodies are repaired, and of the boifterous and 
malignant pafTions that ravage their fouls. Horror 
throbs through every vein, and glares wild and furi- 
ous in their eyes. Every joint trembles, and every 
countenance looks down-cart and gloomy. Now they 
fee that tremendous day of which they were warned 
in vain, and ihudder at thofe terrors of which they 
once made light. They immediately know the grand 
bufinefs of the day, and the dreadful purpofe for which 
they are roufed from their flumbers in the grave ; to 
be tried, to be convidied, to be condemned, and to 
be dragged away to execution. Confcience has been 
anticipating the trial in a feparate ftate-, and no fooner 
is the foul united to the body than immediately con- 
fcience afcends its throne in the breaft, and begins to 
accufe, to convid, to pafs fentence, to upbraid, and 
to torment. The finner is condemned, condemned at 
his own tribunal, before he arrives at the bar of his 
Judge. The firft ad ot confcioufnefs in his own ftate 
of exiftence is a convicfcion that he is condemned, an 
irrevocably condemned creature. He enters the court, 
knowing beforehand how it will go with him. When 
he linds himfelf ordered to the left jiand of his Judge, 
when he hears the dreadful fentence thundered out 

againft 
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againfthim, Depart from meaccurfed^ it was but what 
he expefted. Now he can flatter himfelf with vain 
hopes, and fhut his eyes againft the light of convic- 
tion, but then he will not be able to hope better •, then 
he muft know the worft of his cafe. The formality 
of the judicial trial is neceflary for the conviftion of 
the world, but not for his ; his own confcience has 
already determined his condition. However, to con- 
vince others of the juftice of his doom, he is dragged 
and guarded from his grave to the judgment-feat by 
fierce unrelenting devils, now his tempters, but then 
his tormentors. With what horror does he view the 
burning throne and the frowning face of his Judge, 
that Jefus whom he once difregarded, in fpite of all his 
dying love and the falvation he offered ! How does he 
wifh for a covering of rocks and mountains to conceal 
him from his angry eye ! but all in vain. Appear he 
muft. He is ordered to the left among the trembling 
criminals ; and now the trial comes on. All his evil 
deeds, and all his omifTions of duty, are now produced 
againft him. All the mercies he abufed, all the chaf- 
tifements hedefpifed, all the means of grace he neg- 
lefled or mifimproved, every finful, and even every idle 
word, nay, his moft fecret thoughts and difpofitions 
are all expofed, and brought into judgment againft 
him. And when the Judge puts it to him, " Is it 
not fo finner ? Are not thefe charges true ?" confcience 
obliges him to confefs and cry out. Guilty ! guilty ! 
And now the trembling criminal being plainly con- 
vifted, and left without all plea and all excufe, the 
fupreme Judge, in ftern majefty and inexorable juftice, 
thunders out the dreadful lentence. Depart from me ye 
curfed^ into everlafting fire^ prepared for the devil and 
bis angels. Matt. xxv. 41. O tremendous doom! 
every word is big with terror, and ftioots a thunder- 
bolt through the heart. " Depart: away from my 
prefence -, I cannot bear fo loathfome a fight. I once 
invited thee to come to me, that thou mighteft have 
life, but thou wouldft not regard the invitation j and 
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now thou fhalt never hear that inviting voice more. 
Depart from me ; from me, the only Fountain of hap- 
pinefs, the only pi'oper Good for an immortal mind.** 

* But, Lord,' (we may fuppofe the criminal to fay) 

* if I muft depart; blefs me tJcfore I go.' " No," fays 
the angry Judge, " depart accurfed-, depart with my 
eternal and heavy curfe upon thee ; the curfe of that 
power that made thee ; a curfe dreadfully efficacious, 
that blafts whatever it falls upon like flafhes of con- 
fuming, irrcfiftible lightning." * But if I muft go 
away under thy curfe, (the criminal may be fuppofed 
to fay) let that be all my puniftiment; let me depart 
to fome agreeable, or at leaft tolerable recefs, where I 
may meet with fomething to mitigate the curfe.' 
" No, depart into fire ; there burn in all the excruci- 
ating tortures of that outrageous element." * But, 
Lord, if I muft make my bed in fire, O let it be a 
traiifient blaze, that will foon burn itfelf out, and put 
an end to my torment.' " No, depart into everlaft- 
ing fire ; there burn without confuming, and be tor- 
mented without end." ' But, Lord, grant me (cries 
the poor wretch) at leaft the mitigation of friendly, 
entertaining, and fympathizing company •, or, if this 
cannot be granted, grant me this fmall, this almoft 
no requeft, to be doomed to fome folitary corner in 
Hell, where I fhail be punifhed only by my own con- 
fcience and thine immediate hand ; but O deliver me 
from thefe malicious, tormenting devils ; banifti me 
into fome apartment in the infernal pit far from their 
fociety.' " No, depart into everlafting fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels : thou muft make one of 
their wretched crew for ever : thou didft join with 
them in finning, and now muft ftiare in their punifli- 
ment : thou diilft fubmit to them as thy tempters, and 
now thou muft fubmit to them as thy tormentors." 

Sentence being pronounced, it is immediately exe- 
cuted. Thefe Jhall go away into everlafting punijhment. 
Matt. XXV. 46. Devils drag them away to the pit, 
and pufti them down headlong. There they are con- 
fined 
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fined in chains of darknefs, and in a lake burning with 
fire and brimftone, for ever, for ever ! In that dread- 
ful word lies the emphafis of torment : it is an hell in 
hell. If they might be but releafed from pain, though 
it were by annihilation, after they have wept away ten 
thoufand millions of ages in extremity of pain, it 
would be fome mitigation, fome encouragement ; but, 
alas ! when as many millions of ages are pafled as the 
ftars of heaven, or the fand on the fca-fliore, or the 
atoms of duft in this huge globe of earth, their 
puniftiment is as far from an end as when the Sentence 
was pronounced upon them. For ever ! there is no 
cxhaufting of that word j and when it is affixed to the 
higheft degree of mifery, the terror of the found is 
utterly infupportable. See, firs, what depends upon 
time, that fpan of time we enjoy in this fleeting life. 
Eternity ! awful, all-important eternity depends upon 
it. 

All this while confcience tears the finner*s heart with 
the moft tormenting refledions. " O what a fair op- 
portunity I once had for falvation, had I improved it ! 
I was warned of the confequences of a life of fin and 
careleflhefs : I was told of the neceflity of faith, re- 
pentance, and univerfal holinefs of h^art and life ; I 
enjoyed a fufl[icient fpace for repentance, and all the 
neceflary means of falvation, but, fool that I was, I 
negleded all, I abufed all ; I refufed to part with my 
fins ; I refufed to engage ferioufly in religion, and to 
feek God in earneft ; and now 1 am lofl: for ever with- 
out hope. O ! for one of thofe months, one of thofe 
weeks, or even fo much as one of thofe days or hours 
I once trifled away ! with what earnefl:nefs, with what 
folicitude would I improve it ! But all my opportu- 
nities are paft, beyond recovery, and not a moment 
fliall be given me for this purpofe any more. O what 
a fool was I to fell my foul for fuch trifles ! to fet fo 
light by heaven, and fall into hell through mere neg^ 
leA and carelefihefs ! Ye impenitent, unthinking fin-^ 

P p p ners, 
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ners, though you may now be able to filence or drown 
the clamours of your confciences, yet the time, or ra- 
ther the dread eternity is coming, when they will (peak 
in fpite of you ; when they will fpeak home, and be 
felt by the moft hardened and remorfelefs heart. There- 
fore now regard their warnings while they may be the 
means of your recovery. 

You and I, my brethren, arc concerned in the fo- 
lemn tranfaftion of the day I have been defcribing. 
You and I fiiall either be changed in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, or while mouldering in the 
grave J we Jhall bear the voice of the Son of God^ and 
come forth ^ either to the refurreSion of life ^ or to there- 
f:irre£fion of damnation. And which, my brethren, 
ihall be our doom ? Can we foreknow it at this dif- 
tance of time ? I propofed it to your enquiry already, 
whether you have any good reafon to hope you fhall 
be of that happy number who fhall rife to life ? and 
now I propofe it again with this counterpart. Have 
you any evidences to hope you fhall not be of that 
wretched numerous multitude who fhall rife to dam- 
nation? If there be an enquiry within the compafs 
of human knowledge that demands your folicitous 
thoughts, certainly it is this. Methinks you cannot 
enjoy one moment's eafe or fecurity while this is un- 
determined. And is it an anfwerable enquiry ? Can 
we now know what are the prcfent diflinguifhing cha- 
racters of thofe who fhall then receive fo different a 
doom ? Yes, my text determines the point •, for, 

V. They that have done good fhall come forth to the 
refurre£lion of life^ and they that have done evil to the 
refurre£lion of damnation. Thefe are the grounds of 
the diftinftion that fhall then be made in the final ftates 
of men, doing good and doing evil. And certainly 
this diftinftion is perceivable now; to do good and to 
do evil are not fo much alike as that it fhould be im- 
pofTible to diftinguifh between them. Let us then 
fee what is implied in thefe charafters, and to whom 
of us they refpeftively belong. 

I. What 
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1. What IS it to do good? This implies, ift. An 
honeft jendeavour to keep all God's commandments ; 
I fay, all his commandments, with regard to God, 
our neighbour, and ourfelves, whether eafy or diffi- 
cult, whether fafliionable or not, whether agreeable 
to our natural conftitution or not, whether enjoining 
the performance of duty or forbidding the commiflipn 
of fin, whether regarding the heart or the outward 
praftice. I fay an uniform, impartial regard to all 

• God's commandments, of whatever kind, in all cir- 
cumftances, and at all times, is implied in doing 
good ; for if we do any thing becaufe God commands 
it, we will endeavour to do every thing that he com- 
mands, becaufe where the reafbn of ourconduft is the 
fame, our conduct itfelf will be thfe fame. I do not 
mean that good men in the prefent ftate perfeftly keep 
the commandments of God in every thing, or indeed 
in any thing ; but I mean that univerfal obedience is 
their honeft endeavour. Their charadter is in fome 
meafure uniform and all of a piece; that is, they do 
not place all their religion in obedience to fome com- 
mands which may be agreeable to them, as though 
that would make atonement for their neglecfb of 
others -, but, like David, they are for having a refpedt. 
and indeed have a refpeS to all God's commandments. 
Pfalm cxix. 6. My brethren, try yourfelves by this 
teft. 

2. To do good in an acceptable manner pre-fup- 
pofes a change of nature and a new principle. Our 
nature is fo corrupted that nothing really and formally 
good can be performed by us till it be renewed. To 
confirm this I fhall only refer you to Eph. ii, 10. and 
Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27. where being created in Chrift 
Jefus to good works, and receiving a new heart of 
flefti, are mentioned as pre-requifites to our walking 
in God's ftatutes. As for the principle of obedience, 
it is the love of God^ i John v. 3. that is, we muft 
obey God becaufe we love him j we muft do good be* 

caufe 



47^ ^h/lGeneral RefurreliiM. Serm^ 19. 

caufe we delight to do good ; otherwife It is all hy- 
pocrify, conftraint, or fclfifhncfs, and cannot be ac- 
ceptable to God. Here again, my brethren, look 
into your hearts and examine what is the principle of 
your obedience, and whether ever you have been made 
new creatures* 

3. I muft add, efpecially as we live under the gof- 
pel, that your dependence for life muft not be upon 
the good you do, but entirely upon the righteoufnefs 
of Jefus Chrift. After you have done all, you muft 
acknowledge you are but unprofitable fervants, and 
renounce all your works in point of merit, while you 
abound in them in point of praftice. Phil. iii. 7, 8. 
This is an eflential charafteriftic of evangelical obedi- 
enccj and without it you cannot expeft to have a re- 
furreftion to eternal life and bleflednefs. 

I might enlarge upon this head, but time will not 
permit j and I hope thefe three charafters may fuffice 
to (hew you what is implied in doing good* Let us 
now proceed to the oppofite charafter. 

2. What lis it to do evil ? This implies fuch things 
as thefe : The habitual negleft of well-doing, or the 
performance of duties in a languid, formal manner^ 
or without a right principle, and the wilful indulgence 
of any one (in •, the fecret love of (in, though not fuf- 
fered to break forth into the outward pradice. Here 
it is evident at firft (ight that profane (inners, drunk- 
ards, fwearers, defrauders, avowed negleftors of re- 
ligion, &c. have this difmal brand upon them, that 
they are fuch as do evil. Nay, all fuch who are in 
their natural ftate, without regeneration, whatever 
their outfide be, muft be ranked in this clafs : for 
that which is born of the ficfh is flefh^ John iii. 6. mid 
they that are in theflefh cannot plea fe God^ nor be rightly 
fubje£t to his law. Rom. viii. 7, 8. 

And now who is for life, and who for damnation 
among you ? Thefe characters are intended to make 
the diftindion among you, and I pray you apply them 
^l- that purpofe. 

As 
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As for fuch of you who amidft all your lamented 
infirmities are endeavouring honeftly to do good, and 
grieved at heart that you can do no more, you alfo 
muft die; you muft die, and feed the worms in the 
duft. But you (hall rife glorioufly improved, rife to 
an immortal life, and in all the terrors and confterna- 
tion of that laft day, you will be fecure, ferene,^ and 
undifturbed. The almighty Judge will be your friend, 
and that is enough. Let this thought difarm the 
king of terrors, and give you courage to look down 
into the grave, and forward to the great rifing day. 
O what an happy immortality opens its glorious prof- 
pefts beyond the ken of fight before you ! and after 
a few ftruggles more in this ftate of warfare, and reft- 
ing awhile in the bed of death, at the regions of eter- 
nal bleflednefs you will arrive, and take up your refi- 
dence there for ever. 

But are there not fome here who are confcious that 
thefe favourable charafters do not belong to them ? 
that know that well-doing is not the bufinefs of their 
life, but that they are workers of iniquity? I tell you 
plainly, and with all the authority the word of God 
can give, that if you continue fuch, you fliall rife to 
damnation. That will undoubtedly be your doom, 
unlefs you are greatly changed and reformed in heart 
and life. And will this be no excitement to vigorous 
endeavours? Are you proof againft the energy of 
fuch a confideration ? Ye carelefs finners, awake out 
of your fecurity, and prepare for death and judgment ! 
this fleeting life is all the time you have for prepara- 
tion, and can you trifle it away ? Your all, your eter- 
nal all is fet upon the fingle caft of life, and you mufl: 
ftand the hazard of the dye. You can make but one 
experiment, and if that fail, through your floth or 
mifmanagement, you are irrecoverably undone for ever. 
Therefore, by the dread authority of the great God, 
by the terrors of death, and the great rifing day, by 
the joys of heaven, and the torments of lielJ, and by 

the 
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the value of your immortal fouls, I intreat, I charge, 
I adjure you to awake out of your fecurity, and im- 
prove the precious moments of life. The world is 
dying all around you. And can you reft eafy in fuch 
a world while unprepared for eternity ? Awake to 
righteoufnefs now, at the gentle call of the gofpel, 
before the laft trumpet give you an alarm of another 
kind. 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME^ 



/ 



\. 



